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Mrunal Vairagade

Kaushal Bule Mrunal Barapatre  Shreeraj Kalbande Anuj Jha Makarand Rele Shoan Raj Krushnansh Jain Daksh Sawke Milind Sharma Abhishek Smgh Om Thakre Abhishek Gawai
Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom Classroom
8 Students in Top 500 | 12 Students in Top 1000 | 24 Students in Top 3000 | 38 Students in Top 5000
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Upto 90% Scholarship in ALLEN Classroom Courses of 2024-25
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® MAHARASHTRA STUDY CENTERS | NAGPUR: 0712-6663500
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Government of Maharashtra
Commissioner of Fisheries

Tarapo}wala Aquarium, Netaji Shubhash Marg, Charni Road, Mumbai-400002
Email :- commfishmaha@gmail.com Web site :- www.fisheries.maharashtra.gov.in

Empanelment of Supplier
FOR
Procurement of Fish spawn/Fingerling/Yearling from State and
other States for increasing freshwater fish production in
Maharashtra State
(AY 2023-24)

COMMISSIONER of Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra is working under the Department
of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, having its Office at Taraporevala Aquarium, Charni
Road, Mumbai- 400 002, invites E-tender for Empanelment of Supplier for Procurement of Fish
Spawn/Fingerling/ Yearling from State and other States for increasing freshwater fish production
in Maharashtra State (AY 2023-24).

Interested fish seed suppliers who have obtained accreditation certification from the
concerned authority of the respective State should submit their variety-wise (Catla, Rohe, Mrigal,
Cyprinus, Pangasius, GIFT- Tilapia) tariff rates in transportation charge to the fish seed production
centers mentioned in Annexure-A. In case the fishermen buy directly from a seed supplier's center
mentioned in Annexure-B. "This Department is only the Facilitator, not the Purchaser".

Interested bidders to download the E-tender document from the Maha-tender Portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in. any subsequent corrigendum/ clarifications will be made available on
the Mahatender Portal https:/mahatenders.gov.in. Bids must be received no later than the time
and date mentioned in the Fact Sheet. Bids that are received after the deadline WILL NOT be
considered.

£
14

Sr.No. Parameters Details
1. |File No. FISH/1/020312/03/2023-24
2. |Name Empanelment of Supplier for Procurement of Fish Spawn/

Fingerling/Yearling from State and other States for increasing
freshwater fish production in Maharashtra State (AY 2023-24).

Mr. Ravindra Wayda. Joint Commissioner of Fisheries (Inland),
Maharashtra State, Mumbai
Mob.: 9890581289 and Email : cummfishmaha@gmail.com

Milestone Date and time (IST)
E-Tender Sale Date 20.06.2023 at 11:00 am
E-Tender document download 20.06.2023 at 11:00 am

Pre-bid meeting for receipt of 26.06.2023 at 2:00 pm
queries/clarification

Last date for Bid Submission
Date and time of opening of e-tender

3. |Contact Details

4. |Important Dates

11.07.2023 at 4:00 pm
12.07.2023 at 4:30 pm
(if possible)

Sd/-
(Ravindra Wayda)
Joint Commissioner of Fisheries,
Inland Maharashtra State, Mumbai

DGIPR-2023-24/1619

Regd. Office: HDFC Bank Ltd, HDFC | Branch Office: RPM, HDFC Bank Ltd.,

| HDFC BANK Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, 3rd Floor, Land Mark Building, Gorakshan

We understand your world Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 400013 Road, OId IT Squair, Akola 444 001.

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Immovable Properties Taken over, under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002, for sale on “as is where is & what is there is basis”.

Chintamani Education Society, Ballarpur

CHINTAMANI COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, POMBHURNA
TAH. POMBHURNA DIST. CHANDRAPUR - 442918 (M.S.)

WANTED

(Recognized by Govt. of Maharashtra & Affiliated to Gondwana University, Gadchiroli)
(Granted)
Applications are invited for the following post of Assistant Professor

Sr. No.| Subject No. of Posts | Nature of Posts | Category
1. Botany 01 Full Time 0BC - 01
2. Zoology 01 Full Time EWS - 01

Pay Scale : - As per UGC/Govt. of Maharashtra Rules.

Educational Qualification: - The Candidates should have following Qualification.

1. Good Academic record with at least 55% of marks or an equivalent grade of B in the
7 point scale with latter grades 0.A.B.C.D.E. & F. at the master’s degree level in the
relevant subject from an Indian University or equivalent degree from a foreign
University.

2. Besides fulfilling the above qualification, candidates should have cleared the
NETor SET.

Notes :-

1. Relaxation of 5% of the marks i.e. from 55% to 50% at the Master’s Degree may be
providedto the SC/ST category candidates.

2. Relaxation of 5% of the marks i.e. from 55% to 50% at the Master’s Degree may be
provided to the Ph.D. degree holders who have passed their Master’s degree prior to
19th September 1991.

3. Relaxation of 5% of the marks i.e. from 55% to 50% of the marks at the Master’s
Degree level be provided to the physically and visually handicapped candidates.

4. NET or SET shall remain the minimum eligibility condition for requirement of lecturer
in University/college/Institution provided however that condition who are have been
awarded Ph.D. degree in compliance of University Grants Commission (minimum
standard and procedure for appeared of Ph.D. Degree) regulation 2009 shall be
exempted from the requirement of the minimum eligibility condition of NET/SET for
recruitment and appointment of lecturer of equivalent position in
University/College/Institute NET/SET shall not be required for such master’'s
programmers in disciplines for which there is no NET/SET.

5. Those who are already in service shall submit their application through their
employer, along with No Objection Certificate from employer.

6. Educational qualification for recruitment is as per U.G.C. State Govt. & Gondwana
University Gadchiroli Rules & Regulation prevailing at present and as may be revised
fromtime to time.

. The vacant post is being filled subject to

Aurangabad Bench Petition No. 12051/2015

-

the decision of Hon. High Court,

REGIONAL OFFICE, NAGPUR
34/2 Ashirwad Commercial Complex,

g s ) nion Bk
EX RIsg Central Bazar Road, Ramdaspeth, Nagpur-10

e e 1 s

Phone No. 0712-2461042

CORRIGENDU

Itis hereby informed to all that, we have published 'Sale Notice For Sale
of Immovable Properties' on Dt. 10.06.2023 in Loksatta & Indian
Express, Nagpur. In the Notice Reserve Price and the EMD of Sr. No. 2
was Inadvertently Published incorrect.

However Reserve Price and EMD. should be read as mentioned below :
Sr. No. 2.1 : Reserve Price: Rs. 72,82,800.00 (Rs. Seventy Two Lacs
Eighty Two Thousand Eight Hundred Only), EMD: Rs. 7,28,280.00 (Rs.
Seven Lacs Twenty Eight Thousand Two Hundred Eighty Only)

Sr. No. 2.2 : Reserve Price: Rs. 40,96,800.00 (Rs. Fourty Lacs Ninety Six
Thousand Eight Hundred Only), EMD: Rs. 4,09,680.00 (Rs. Four Lacs
Nine Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Only)

Sr. No. 2.3 : Reserve Price: Rs. 99,68,400.00 (Rs. Ninety Nine Lacs Sixty
Eight Thousand Four Hundred Only), EMD: Rs. 9,96,840.00 (Rs. Nine
Lacs Ninety Six Thousand Eight Hundred Fourty Only)

All other terms & condition will remain the same.

Date : 10.06.2023
Place: Nagpur

AUTHORIZED OFFICER
UNION BANK OF INDIA

7
. BHAUSAHEB MULAK I

i)

BACKWARD CLASS YOUTH RELIEF COMMITTEE'S
& NURSING COLLEGE, NAGPUR  #&5
COLLEGE CODE:09245

Great Nag Road, Nandanvan, Nagpur - 440009
Mo.: 9834927736, 9730291681, Email : principalbmnc@gmail.com

Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for
filling up the following posts for B. Sc. Nursing

S.N.| Name of the Post Required Post Category
02 | Associate Professor 01 1 OPEN
OBGY
03 | Asst. Professor Lecturer 01 1SC
(a) MHN
05 | Clinical Instructor 09 2 SC,1ST,1VJ-A,
1NT-B, 1 NTC,
1 0OBC, 1 EWS,
1 OPEN

Complete application form with attested Xerox copies of all relevant documents along with
phone/mobile No., E-mail Id, two passport size photo and Demand Draft/Postal Order of Rs.
1000/- in favor of Principal Chintamani College of Science, Pombhurna Payable at Pombhurna
should reach to the President/Secretary Chintamani Education Society, Ballarpur, C/o,
Chintamani College of Science, Aksapur Road, Pombhurna Ta. Pombhurna Dist. Chandrapur —
442918 (M.S.) within 15 days from the date of publication of this advertisement.

No T.A./D.A. will be paid to attend the Interview.

Sd/- Sd/-
Dr. R.G. Weginwar Swapnil Dontulwar
Principal Secretary

Chintamani College of Science,
Pombhurna, Dist. Chandrapur (M.S.)

Chintamani Education Society,
Ballarpur Dist. Chandrapur (M.S.)

Post reservation as per Govt. / MUHS, Nashik.

Requisite Qualification:- Basic B. Sc. Nursing /Post B. Sc. Nursing / M. Sc. Nursing & Experience
required as per MNC/INC/MUHs Norms.

Apply to the Secretary /Principal, Bhausaheb Mulak Nursing College, Nagpur on plain paper/Prescribed
format along with attested copies of all relevant Certificates on or before 30/06/2023 J

PRINCIPAL Trustee & Chairman

ANUP

E-TENDER

M W P T

to Participate in the Competitive bidding Process to following Tenders.

Chandrapur Super Thermal Power Station MAHAGENCO, invites Proposals from reputed and experienced Companies

] corricenoum ]|

The E-Auction Sale Notice published on dated
13/06/2023 in Indian Express + Loksatta the
Physical Possession Date was wrongly
published as * Physical Date 18.03.2023" for
the account Ms. Rajani Rajendra Gupta
whereas the correct type is to be read as *
Physical Date 23.02.2023" Rest all terms and
conditions and contents of the said notice shall
remain the same and unchanged.

Place : Nagpur (Authorised Officer,
Date : 22/06/2023 Central Bank of India)

CENTRAL RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE No: GSU-
ENGG-2023-18 OF 21-06-2023.
Name of work: [1] (1) Provision of
Cover over Shed under Amrit Bharat
Scheme at Station Ghoradongari
(6Bay), Betul (4Bay), Amla(4Bay),
Junnardeo (2Bay), Multai (3Bay),
Narkhed(6Bay), Katol (6Bay),
(2) Provision of Cover over Shed
under Amrit Bharat Scheme at Station
Pandhurna (4Bay), Hinganghat
(6Bay), Pulgaon (6Bay),
Dhamangaon (6Bay), Chandrapur
(1Bay), Ballarshah (8Bay). Approx.
cost: I 124043963.24/- Earnest
Money: ¥ 770200.00/- Date & time of
closing of tender: 14.07.2023 at 15:00
hrs. Details on Railway's website
www.ireps.gov.in

VAPL/09/121  Sr. DEN (GSU), Nagpur

RailMadad Helpline 139

NOTICE

SPECTRUM

*with further interest as applicable ,incidental expenses costs, charges etc. incurred till the date of paymentand/ or realisation.
NB: To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer (A.O. ) of HDFC Bank Ltd., there are no encumbrances.

The particulars in respect of the secured assets specified hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the
undersigned, who, however shall not be responsible for any error, misstatement or omission in the said particulars. The tenderer(s) /
prospective purchaser(s) are, therefore requested in their own interests, to satisfy himself/ themselves with regard to the above and the
other relevant details pertaining to the abovementioned property / properties, before submitting the tenders.

Terms & Conditions of Sale:- (1) Sale is strictly subject to the terms & conditions stipulated in the prescribed Tender Document /
E-Bidding catalogue and in this notice. Further details of the immovable properties / secured assets and Tender Documents /
Online Auction Catalogue can be collected / obtained from the Authorized Officer of HDFC Bank Ltd. at Retail PortFolio
Management., 3rd Floor, Land Mark Building, Gorakshan Road, Old IT Squair, Akola. 444001 on any working day or can be
downloaded from https://hdfcbank.auctiontiger.net . Properties are available for inspection on the date(s) and time mentioned above
incolumn. (2) Sealed tenders ( in the prescribed tender documents / E-bidding catalogue only ) along with 10% of the offer amount
towards Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be deposited in the office HDFC Bank Ltd. at Retail PortFolio Management., 3rd
Floor, Land Mark Building, Gorakshan Road, Old IT Squair, Akola. 444001 on or before 07/07/2023 till 5 PM. Payments should be
made only by demand drafts/pay orders drawn on a scheduled bank in favour of “HDFC BANK LTD.” payable at par at Akola. Tenders
that are not duly filled up or tenders not accompanied by the EMD or tenders received after the above date prescribed herein will not be
considered / treated as valid tenders, and shall accordingly be rejected. The date of E-auction and time mentioned herein above in
column. (2) (1) The bid incremental values for said property will be Rs. 50,000/-. (3) Documents: along with tender documents / e-
bidding catalogue the tenderer/s should also attach copy of his / her photo identity proof such as copy of the passport, election
commission card, driving license, copy of the PAN Card issued by the Income Tax Department, Aadhar Card etc. Please note that proof
of residence countersigned by the tenderer / offerer herself / himself also needs to be provided. (4) The Borrower(S) / Mortgagor(S),
Guarantor(S) of the Immovable Properties/Secured Assets may, if they so desire, give/sponsor their Best Possible Valid Offer(s) for the
immovable properties/secured assets offered for sale provided that the terms and conditions of sale are duly complied with. (5) T h e
tenderers / prospective purchasers will be given an opportunity to increase / improve their offer/s during online auction. The additional
terms and conditions for tenderers/prospective purchasers participating in online auction are : (A) e-Procurement Technologies Limited
(Auction Tiger) Is Assisting The Authorized Officer In Conducting The Online Auction. (B) Detailed Terms And Condition For Participating
In The Online Auction, Format, Application, Declaration, etc, Can Be Downloaded From Website https://hdfcbank.auctiontiger.net. (C)
Upon Receipt of The Necessary Documents As Mentioned Above Within The Stipulated Date and time, a Password / User ID will be
provided by M/s. E-procurement technologies limited to Eligible Tenderers/Prospective Purchasers To Participate In The Online Auction
at https:/hdfcbank.auctiontiger.net. Necessary trainings will be provided by M/s. E-procurement technologies limited for the purpose.
(6) Statutory dues like property taxes/cess and / or builder / society dues, contribution to building repair funds, transfer charges, any
other taxes etc. should be ascertained by the tenderer(s) / offerer(s) / prospective purchaser(s) and the same shall be borne and paid by
the purchaser. The stamp duty, legal charges, registration charges and GST if any as applicable in respect of the sale certificate to be
executed shall be paid by the purchaser alone. (7) The person declared to be the purchaser shall, immediately after such declaration,
deposit 25% of the amount of purchase money to the 'Authorised Officer' immediately and remaining 75% to be deposited within 15 days
from the date of auction date, in default of such deposit, the property shall forthwith be put up again and resold.

Names of the Borrowers / ot%t;t:'r‘géggeezgs Location & Details of | Reserve | Date of | Date(s)of E- - s
Guarantor and Loan Alc No. (Secured Deb) Immovable Property Price | inspection| Auction & Timing C " I assifl o d s SM ALL ADVT.

1) Kamal Tarders, Busyland Complex, Rs. Busyland Complex, Rs. 07/07/2023 | 12/07/2023 _

Nandgaonpeth, Amravati. 1,13,96,468/- | Block No. E, Shop No.|1,02,15,720/- At 11.00 AM BIG RESPONSE
2) Amarlal Chandumal Pinjani, ason 13,14,15,16,17 & 18, At BETWEEN to RECRU ITMENT
3) Dilipkumar Chandumal Pinjani, 13/02/2020 |Nandgaon, Devgaon| EMD 12,00 NOON -Contact-

Both Rio. 41,K. L. Collage Road, Pargane, Survey No. 18 Rs, 11.00 AM with SITUATION

Rampuri Camp. Shivaji Nagar, Amravati. 819, Ward No. 03, Near | 19,21,572/- to unlimited VACANT 0712-2236897
4) Anil Chandumal Pinjani, ﬁ h 3 upa IP i a Tg a rgl 2.00 PM extension
5) Gurumukh Chandumal Pinjani, andgaon Peth, Tg. of 0712-2236873

Both Rlo. Main Road, Nr. Mito Chakki, Dist. Amravati-444901. 5Mins. PART TIME JOBS

Rampuri Camp., Shivaji Nagar, Amravati, . =
(Loan A/c. No. 83212427 ) Housewives, Job / Retired IMPORTANT

Persons in U.S Company.
Whatsapp 8591960064

0050220454-12

PROPERTY

PROPERTY FORSALE

READY 1/2/3/4BHK Flats &
Doctors Chambers at

Khamla, BajajNagar, e thel  seaders
Jaitala, Dabha, O T T
Hajaripahad, Untkhana, e i A S OF
Sakkardara,Gandhi ST INlD BTy SgreTeTTE
Builders- 8888820901/2, warlh et OF (ierwEs
7666883935 . B o 5N ahesresimant in

0080077274-1
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BhOTEENG i I newepaem
or PusicaBona. We haeslcn

Biry inannn whitaosar,

READ Express

CAREERS
Every THURSDAY in

S.N. Tender NO (Rfx No) / Descricption / Estimated Cost in Rs.
3000039660/Annual Maintenance Contract for complete operation & maintenance of ADPL, HCSD system,
1 | Slurry Disposal System, ETP Water line, Recovery water line and raw water line including related Electrical and
C&lworks at U-8&9, CSTPS Chandrapur, MAHAGENCO for 2 Years/Rs.31298769.36
Above floated tender published in MAHAGENCO online Portal. For the detailed Tender document, interested bidders
should visit SRM Website https://eprocurement.mahagenco.in for (Sr. No. 01) For any query Contact
No.8554991818. Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER (0&M)
CSTPS, CHANDRAPUR

indianexpress.com

For me stories don't
end with coverage.

Inform your opinion with
comprehensive analysis.

The Indian Express.
For the Indian Intelligent.

N ThelndianEXPRESS

——JOURNALISM OF COURAGE ——

TAYWADE COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

KORADI, TAH: KAMPTEE, DIS. NAGPUR, MAHARASHTRA PIN CODE :441111
Approved by DTE, PCI Govt. of Maharashtra and Affiliated to RTMNU Nagpur, (NAAC A+Grade).
Email : info@tcopkoradi.com | copkoradi@redffmail.com | Website : www.tcop.edu.in | Tel: +91 92620740273, +91 9404309240, +919765301600

Shri Sachhidanand Shikshan Sanstha

In case of any difficulty in obtaining Tender Documents/e-bidding catalogue or Inspection of the Inmovable Properties / | REQU'REMENTS |
Secured Assets and for queries, Please Contact Concerned Officials of HDFC BANK LTD., Mr. Sunil Kumthekar on ThE |ﬂdiaﬂ EI ress
9371619596, Mr. Sachin Bochare on 9850522233 or Email: sunil.kumthekar@hdfcbank.com , sachin.bochare@hdfchank.com F' L] Application are invited form the eligible candidates for the following post
and Officials of M/s. e-Procurement Technologies Limited ( Auction Tiger ), Ahmedabad. Bidder Support Numbers:
9265562821, 079 61200594 / 598 / 568 / 587 / 538, Email : gujarat@auctiontiger.net and chintan.bhatt@auctiontiger.net . - Subject Cadre Total | Qualification Reservation
HDFC Bank reserves its right to accept or to reject highest and/or all offer/s and to cancel entire auction proceedings without assigning ThE Fll"aarﬂal EH'.FI'I'EEE Post
any reasons.
THIS NOTICE SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED AS 30 DAYS NOTICE TO THE BORROWER / MORTGAGER UNDER RULE 8(6) EI Lﬂk SC|ST|VJ (A/B/CID) | OBC| SBC| EWS | OPEN
OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULE, 2002. Sdl- 9 ar Sa:ta Pharmacy Principal 1 M. Pharm, PhD | -- | -- -- - - - 1
Date: 22/06/2023 Place: Akola. Authorised Officer, HDFC Bank Ltd. g Pharmaceutics / Professor 1 M. Pharm, PhD | -- | - - - - - 1
Pharmaceutical Chemistry / Associate Professor 4 M. Pharm,PhD | 1 | -- 1 - - -- 2
SAMUDRAPUR BRANCH Pharmacology / Pharmacognosy Assistant Professor 6 M. Pharm 2|1 - 1 -- 1 1
SAMUDRAPUR (05445) BRANCH, NEAR APMC, GIRAD ROAD, Ph Librari 1 M. Lib — — — — 1
SAMUDRAPUR, DIST-WARDHA, PIN- 442305 armacy frarian i
Note : 1) Qualification, Experience and Pay Scale as per PCI/UGC and Govt. norms.
I SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE (FOI’ Immovable Property) I 2) Application along with attested copies of all certificates and biodata should be reached President, Shri Sachhidanand Shikshan Sanstha at
Mahadula Koradi, N before 30/06/2023 eith Il il orb t.
Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of State Bank of India, under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 3) Ff;'r ﬁqoL:-eadeC{:illsl‘Ioga%ﬁl:)rmv?lrtcgp?ergu.in. efner personaly. emal orby pos President
Enforcement Security Interest 2002(54 of 2002) and in exercise of power conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 9 of the security interest Shri Sachhidanand Shikshan Sanstha
(Enforcement) SARFAESI Act, 2002 issued demand notice dates mentioned against each account as stated herein after calling upon them to repay the
amount within 60days from the date of receipt of the said notice. ——
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic _.':.."" -~ '"I Ji j au Commercial C0-0p Bank Ltd. Amravati.
Possession of the Properties described herein below in exercise of power conferred on him under section 13(4) read with Rule 8 of the said rules. '@i Head Office "Jijau" Plot No.33 & 34, Walcut C d. A ti
The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the below mentioned properties and any dealing with the ‘E‘:E':- €a 1ce Jau o 0. » Yvalcu ompound, Amravati.
properties will be subject to the charge of State Bank of India, for the amounts (and interest) due thereon. Phone No.2560057, 2570056, Fax No(0721)2566156
Borrower's/ T —— Date of |Possession| , = Email id - jijaubankamravati @ gmail.com Website-www.jijaubank.org.in
Guarantor’'s Branch . R Demand Notice
Property Details As Below : Notice Date 0/s. (Rs.) CE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)
1 MR. DILIP Samudra |All that part and parcel of the property consisting in the name of Applicant | 17.02.2022| 17.06.2023 411?& " _""II"'"-"' The: urdersigaed being . sl he Jipm ""_"“-":i""':"l'l".""' Lud ""”“‘j'__ll-"'-"" 'l'“"'-"-‘-""_“""_"i""
VISHWANATH pur  |Mr. DILIP VISHWANATH KSHIRSAGAR & SAU. SAVITA DILIP Eandsigieﬁre/s-t mil k-:.-\:l.lll-lr'l:ll'.":lln.'.l-'Hlll‘.'l-l| -".ja-u:-i._!'r-l'!n'::rn"l il u:-.uul:.'..---:l 200 "t: |.r--::-.-.'w.'|'-¢-.' rm'J-'-:-.'-l.xlr.I'l:n'-:'-: i -:'-.':ul: .H..Ire:ld'-ul_hr.'l-: ol lha :
KSHIRSAGAR & SAU. | Branch |KSHIRSAGAR, (Registered Mortgage), Residential House, PLOT NO 124. + Other ey W S L O s s e
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DEFENCE, SPACE PACTS INKED,
White House reception for Modi

Modi says talks,
decisions add a
new chapter,
Biden calls ties
stronger, closer,
more dynamic

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

FRAMING HIS country’s partner-
ship with India among the “most
consequential in the world” that
is “stronger, closer and more dy-
namic than any time in history”,
US President Joe Biden, who held
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thursday, un-
derlined the new strategic areas
of cooperation — from semicon-
ductor supply to sharing critical
and emerging technologies, us-
ing new ways to diagnose and
treat cancer to sending Indian as-
tronauts to space.

Biden by his side in the East
Room of the White House, Modi,
too, headlined the strategic out-
comes in his statement after the
bilateral meeting between the
two sides.

“Today is a day that has spe-
cial importance in the history of
India-US relations. Our discus-
sions today and the important
decisions we have taken have
added a new chapter to our com-
prehensive and a global strate-
gic partnership. They have given
itanew direction and a new en-
ergy,” he said.

Biden said, “Mr Prime
Minister, we met many times
over the past few years, most re-
cently in Hiroshima at the G7
Summit, and each time I was
struck by our ability to find new
areas of cooperation. Together,
we are unlocking the shared fu-
ture of what I believe to be un-
limited potential.”

And with this visit, Biden
said, “We are demonstrating
once more. Indeed, the United
States and India are collaborat-
ing on nearly every human en-
deavour and delivering progress

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

JOINTMISSIONTOISSIN2024,
India to join space Artemis Accords

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden walk into the White House after a State Arrival Ceremony on Thursday. AP

HOSTEDBY BIDENS, PM SAYS
‘great conversation on many subjects’

Deals closed, doors open
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SHUBHAJITROY

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

AS PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi’s first State visit to the US
unfolded and he met President
Joe Biden, the announcement of
a mega deal between the
General Electric Aerospace and
the Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited for the manufacture un-
der licence in India of GE’s F414

Asked about discrimination and
dissent, Modi: Democracy in DNA

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

WITH US President Joe Biden lis-
tening, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Thursday said that “democ-
racy is inour DNA”, and “there is
absolutely no space for discrimi-
nation” regardless of “caste, creed,
religion and gender”.

He was responding to a ques-
tion about what steps his gov-
ernment is willing to take toim-
prove the rights of minorities in
India and to uphold free speech.

At the joint press conference

PM Modi, President Biden
address a press meet. Reuters

where both leaders took ques-
tions from one reporter from
each side, Biden — when asked

onraising issues of human rights
and democracy with the visiting
Indian PM — said: “Prime
Minister and I had a good discus-
sion about democratic values...
and that is the best part of our re-
lationship. We are straightfor-
ward with each other and we re-
spect each other.”

He then echoed Modi, “And |
believe that we believe in the
dignity of every citizen and it is
in America's DNA and I believe,
it'sinIndia's DNA.”

Prime Minister Modi was
asked by a journalist from US

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

GE Aerospace signs pact
with HAL to manufacture
fighter jet engines for IAF

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

IN A landmark deal that gives a
massive boost to ties between
the US and India, General Electric
(GE) Aerospace signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
Thursday to produce fighter jet
engines for the Indian Air Force.

The announcement of the
pact came during Prime Minister

== —
W

=
g Yeacabt)

REGE pad VEHCTBE recorerwradsd
Fadags s mwl Bk Chicke e i ia

Ex Farm Brojler Chicken Rato

¥ 120 per kilo
Fetail Sale Fats
Live

% 148 per kilo
DOressad fwith skin)

% 184 per kilo
Retail Rabe Per Dozen of Egos

X 78 ggr Dozen

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

Both a41ee 0 put 0 0ne on
thewnon-yogic matin the
yame of democfacy, WA yeur

DARSHANA PAWAR MURDER

Police arrest friend, say
‘killed her for rejecting
his marriage proposal’

SUSHANT KULKARNI &
ATIKHRASHID
PUNE, JUNE 22

FOUR DAYS after the body of 26-
year-old Darshana Pawar was
found at the foothills of Rajgad
Fort near Pune with multiple in-
jury marks, the Pune Rural Police
said on Thursday that they have
traced and arrested her 28-year-
old friend Rahul Handore, who
allegedly confessed to commit-
ting the murder after his mar-
riage proposal was rejected by
the victim.

Handore was arrested at the
Andheri railway station in
Mumbai on Wednesday night,
the police said. He had been trav-
elling mostly by train since the

Darshana
Pawar

murder on June 12, reaching
West Bengal, Chandigarh and
Goa, apart from various locations
in Maharashtra, they said. "He
made contact with some family
members a few times during this
period,” Pune Rural SP Ankit
Goyal said.
According to the police,
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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G20 EDUCATION MINISTERS’ MEET IN PUNE

Modi calls for global
effort to leverage
Al tech in education

MOIN SHAH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Wednesday highlighted the
role of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in learning, skilling and educa-
tion, stating that it offers im-
mense possibilities for the future,
even as he acknowledged the
challenges that come with tech-
nological advancements and
stressed the importance of find-
ing the right balance.
Inarecorded message played
during the G20 education min-
isters' meeting in Pune, he called
upon the G20 to play a crucial
role in leveraging technology for
the betterment of education
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

(G20 nations
list thrust areas
of education

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

AS THE four-day G20 4th
Working Group Meeting for edu-
cation concluded in Pune, Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Thursday that
member nations in the ministe-
rial declaration have listed five
thrust areas to work upon.
Speaking to the media here
after the conclusion of the min-
isterial meeting on education,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Leaders start arriving for Opposition meeting
in Patna, with promise of ‘the first draft of unity’

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SANTOSH SINGH
&MANOJCG
PATNA, JUNE 22

DOWN A stretch of road in the
Bihar capital is displayed the
grand ambition of the
Opposition’s effort to stop 10
years of the Narendra Modi jug-
gernaut. The name of the road?
‘Jawaharlal Nehru Marg'.

The optics is near perfect, in

the city where exactly 49 years
ago, inJune 1974, a call was given
for the overthrow of the Indira
Gandhi-led government at the
Centre, a year ahead of the
Emergency.

But if there is a touch of his-
tory about the Opposition meet-
ing here Friday, there is also an
element of desperation — and
the burden of expectation. It’s
the first such unity meeting for
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls among
18-odd Opposition parties of all
hues — socialists, Communists,
regional satraps formerly of the
Congress, and the much-emaci-

In Patna on Thursday, a day ahead of the Opposition meet. P11

ated grand old party itself.

Sources across parties argue
that nothing “extraordinary”
should be expected on Friday.
But, even at the minimum, the
goal is to prepare “the first draft
of unity” — or a road map for a
united fight.

The specifics of that would be
aseat-sharing formula ensuring
a one-on-one contest between
Opposition parties and the BJPin

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

RELATED REPORT
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engine for the indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas Mk2
senta clear message - the begin-
ning of the end of the technology
denial regime.

Besides jet engines, deals on
procuring drones, a space
mission and manufactur-
ing chips in India are
among the big-ticket an-
nouncements.

But the deal to manu-
facture engines for fighter jets is

EXPLAINED

Narendra Modi’s State visit to US.

Inastatement,GE Aerospace
said this pact marks “a major
milestone” and is “a key element

The signal from DC:
Beginning of the end
of technology denial
regime for New Delhi
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The Indian Express’s June 18
report on the jet engine deal

significant — GE’s F414
military aircraft engine
powers state-of-the-art
fighters like the Boeing
Super Hornet and Saab
Gripen.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

in strengthening defence coop-
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tries”. The agreement, the state-
ment said, includes the potential
joint production of GE
Aerospace’s F414 engines in
India, for which it is working
with the US government to re-
ceive necessary export authori- :
sation. Ay
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RAIN NO DAMPENER
AS DIASPORA TURNS
UP IN THOUSANDS

MODI, BIDENS BOND
OVER ICE CREAM P11

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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FROM SMALL TO SUSTAINABLE: HOW WEDDING PLANNING IS EVOLVING IN INDIA

Awedding planner, who started out 20 years ago, says wedding planning is among the fastest-growing
industries in India today. She also talks about the challenges of organising different kinds of weddings.

TECHNOLOGY
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AGE OF AICHATBOTS
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on the changing nature
of web search
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Hardeep Nijjar’s Killing,
CBI's Coromandel probe,
and NAMO tablets

In 3 Things today, we discuss about the
killing of the Khalistani terrorist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, the CBI probe into the
Coromandel Express crash, and the failure

to deliver NAMO tablets

FROM PAGE ONE
‘Democracy in DNA’

newspaper Wall Street Journal,
thatIndia haslong prideditself as
the world's largest democracy, but
there are many human rights
groups who say that his govern-
ment has discriminated against
religious minorities and silenced
itscritics.“Asyoustand herein the
East Room of the White House,
where so many world leaders
have made commitments to pro-
tecting democracy, what steps are
youand your government willing
to take to improve the rights of
Muslims and other minorities in
your country and to uphold free
speech?”

Modireplied, “Indeed, Indiais
a democracy and as President
Biden also mentioned, India, and
America, both countries, democ-
racy is in our DNA. Democracy is
our spirit. Democracy runs in our
veins. We live democracy. And our
ancestors have actually put words
to this concept, and that is in the
form of our Constitution. Our gov-
ernment has taken the basic prin-
ciples of democracy. And on that
basis, our Constitution is made
and the entire country runs on
that...we have always proved that
democracy candeliver. And when
[ say deliver, this is regardless of
caste, creed, religion, gender,
there’s absolutely no space for dis-
crimination.”

“And whenyou talk of democ-
racy, if there are no human values,
and there is no humanity, there
are no human rights, then it's not
a democracy. And that is why
whenyou say democracy,and you
accept democracy, and when we
live democracy, then there is ab-
solutely no space for discrimina-
tion. And that is why India be-
lieves in moving ahead with

everybody we trust and with
everybody's efforts, these are our
foundation principles, which are
the basis of how we operate, how
welive our livesin India. The ben-
efits thatare provided by the gov-
ernment are accessible toall who-
ever deserves, those benefits are
available to everybody. And that
is why in India's democratic val-
ues, thereis absolutely nodiscrim-
ination, neither on the basis of
caste, creed, or age or any kind of
geographic location.”

Biden, asked about his mes-
sage to those including some
members of Democratic party
who say that his administrationis
overlooking the targeting of mi-
noritiesand crackdown ondissent
inPrime Minister Modi's country;,
said, “Prime Minister and I had a
good discussion about democratic
values. And thatis the best part of
our relationship. We are straight-
forward with each other and we
respect each other.”

“One of the fundamental rea-
sons thatIbelieve the US-Chinare-
lationshipis notin the same space
with the US-India relationship is
that there is an overwhelming re-
spect foreach otherbecause we're
both democracies. And it has a
common democratic character,
and our people, our diversity, cul-
ture, our open, tolerant, robust de-
bate. And I believe that we believe
in the dignity of every citizen and
itisin America'sDNAandIbelieve
in India's DNA. And the whole
world has a stake in our success,
both of us in maintaining our
democracies, makes us affiliate
partnersand enables us toexpand
democratic institutions across
them around the world. And I be-
lieve this and I still believe this.”

e Darshana Pawar

Handore allegedly killed
Darshana, who had recently
qualified for the state forest serv-
ices, using rocks and “a sharp
weapon” on June 12, the day
both of them went for a trek at
the fort. The murder weapon is
yet to be found but the police are
probing the possibility of
Handore having carried a cutter
or blade with him.

Officers said CCTV footage
from a restaurant at Gunjavane
village, at the fort's foothills, was
the first decisive clue that turned
the needle of suspicion towards
Handore, who was also a state
civil services aspirant.

“It showed the two going to-
wards the fort but only Handore
returning. Another clue was
Handore going untraceable. We
could track his cellphone loca-
tion from time to time and he
seems to have travelled by train
to Chandigarh, West Bengal and
Bengaluru. During the probe, we
traced him to Andheri station
and that is where he was ar-
rested,” said a senior officer who
is part of the investigation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence to announce the arrest,
Goyal said, “Based on circum-
stantial evidence and some wit-
nesses, the prime suspect in the
case, Rahul Handore, was iden-
tified. Rahul was untraceable
and was on the run for some
time. A coordinated probe by
teams from the local police sta-
tion and crime branch was
launched. He was arrested on
Wednesday night from Andheri
railway station in Mumbai. He
has confessed to having commit-
ted the crime. The sequence of
events and motive are being
probed.”

Police officers said Handore
and Darshana knew each other
from childhood since his home
at Shaha village in Sinnar taluka
of Nashik was opposite that of
her maternal uncle. Handore
holds a BSc in Botany and, like
Darshana, was preparing for var-
ious competitive exams, mainly
those conducted by the
Maharashtra Public Service
Commission (MPSC).

Both were part of the same

study group in Pune where
Handore stayed at Karvenagar
while Darshana, an MSc in
Mathematics, visited the city
from her hometown in
Ahmednagar for preparations.

In March, Darshana cleared
the MPSC state civil services
exam for the post of Regional
Forest Officer (RFO). Handore,
meanwhile, had made four un-
successful attempts at MPSC ex-
ams, clearing the prelims twice
but failing at the mains, officers
said.

Both of them hailed from
poor financial backgrounds, the
police said. While Darshana's fa-
ther was a driver for a sugar mill
at Kopargaon in Ahmednagar,
Handore's father was a newspa-
per seller in Nashik. In Pune,
Handore held part-time jobs, in-
cluding for a food delivery app,
while preparing for various ex-
ams, officers said.

“Prima facie it seems that the
crime was committed because
Darshana had rejected the mar-
riage proposal by Handore. He
wanted to get married to her. We
haven't had the chance to inter-
rogate himin detail,” Goyal said.

Asked about the where-
abouts of Handore while he was
on the run, Goyal said, “He was
travelling by train to various lo-
cations. He has been to West
Bengal, some other places and
some locations in Maharashtra
and he was finally arrested from
Andheri.”

Responding to a question on
how the murder was commit-
ted, Goyal said, “We have recov-
ered some rocks with blood
marks. And the preliminary
postmortem report has revealed
some injuries inflicted by a sharp
weapon. Whether it was
planned or not, when they
planned to go for a trek to Rajgad,
and whether he carried the
weapon with him, is part of the
probe. Itis too early to comment
on his mental state at the time.
A detailed report of the post-
mortem is awaited.”

Handore was produced be-
fore a court in Pune on Thursday
and remanded to police custody
till June 29.

Deals closed, doors open

across the board — from design-
ing new ways to diagnose and
treat illnesses, like cancer and
diabetes, to collaborating on hu-
man spaceflight, including
sending in Indian astronauts to
the International Space Station
in 2024, to accelerate a global
clean energy transition and
tackling climate climate crisis
we face, to harnessing our
shared expertise on critical on
emerging technologies, like
quantum computing and artifi-
cial intelligence, to ensuring
they are not used as tools of
misinformation and oppres-
sion.”

“We are doubling down on
our cooperation to secure our
semiconductors in our semi-
conductor supply chains, ad-
vancing open RAN telecommu-
nications networks, and
growing our Major Defence
Partnership with more joint ex-
ercises, more cooperation be-
tween our defence industries,
and more consultation and co-
ordination across all domains,”
he said.

The two leaders met in the
Oval Office for a restricted
meeting, which was followed
by delegation-level talks.

On defence ties, Modi said,
“The close defence cooperation
between India and America
symbolises mutual trust and
shared strategic priorities mov-
ing away from the old buyer-
seller relationship we had ear-
lier... We have transitioned
today to a relationship involv-
ing transfer of technology, co-
development and co-produc-
tion.”

“The decision taken by
General Electric to manufacture
(jet) engines in India through
transfer of technology is a land-
mark agreement. This also
opens up new job opportunities
in both countries. This will give
our defence cooperation a new
character in the times to come.
The defence industries and
startups of both countries are
important partners in this co-
operation. Bringing them to-

gether is the key objective of the
defence industrial roadmap,”
he said.

The initiative for “critical
and emerging technologies”,
Modi said, has emerged as an
important framework for tech-
nical cooperation. “By increas-
ing our cooperation in fields
such as artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, space, quan-
tum, and telecom, we are creat-
ing a strong and futuristic part-
nership. The decision taken by
American companies such as
Micron, Google and Applied
Materials to invest in India sym-
bolises this futuristic partner-
ship during this journey.”

“We have also decided that
in the midst of global uncertain-
ties, India and America will as
trusted partners create reliable,
secure and resilient global sup-
ply chains and value chains as
well,” he said.

On space cooperation, Modi
said, “We have had long stand-
ing cooperation on space... by
taking the decision to join the
Artemis Accords, we have taken
a big leap forward in our space
cooperation. In fact, in short, for
the India-America Partnership,
even the sky is not the limit.”

On global issues, Biden
brought up the Russia-Ukraine
war as well as the Indo-Pacific.

“Today, we also talked about
our shared efforts to mitigate
humanitarian tragedies un-
leashed by Russia’s brutal war
in Ukraine and to defend the
core principles of the UN
Charter, sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. We discussed
our work through the Quad and
how India and the United States,
together with Australia and
Japan, can ensure the vital Indo-
Pacific region remains free,
open, prosperous and secure
through our new I2U2 grouping
with Israel and the UAE,” the
President said.

The Prime Minister framed
the Ukraine conflict in terms of
its impact on the developing
world: “The Covid pandemic
and the Ukraine conflict have

afflicted the countries of the
Global South in particular. We
believe that in order to resolve
these problems, it is absolutely
imperative for all countries to
unite from the very beginning
of the events in Ukraine. India
has laid emphasis on resolution
of disputes through dialogue
and diplomacy. We are ready to
contribute in any way we can to
restore peace.”

On the Indo-Pacific, he said,
“In our meeting today, we dis-
cussed several regional and
global issues. Peace and secu-
rity in the Indo-Pacific is our
common priority. We agreed
that the development and suc-
cess of this region is important
for the entire world. We share
our views to enhance coordina-
tion with all countries in this re-
gion along with our Quad part-
ners.”

With hundreds of Indian
Americans on the White House
lawns to welcome him, he said,
“The most important pillar of
our relations is our people-to
people ties. More than 4 million
people of Indian origin today
make significant contributions
to the progress of America. In
fact, just this morning, the large
number of Indians that gath-
ered at the White House
demonstrates that the Indian
Americans, in fact, are the real
strength behind our relations in
order to further deepen these
relations.”

And in this context, he wel-
comed the US decision to open
new consulates in Bengaluru
and Ahmedabad. “Similarly, we
will also open a new Indian con-
sulate in Seattle,” he said.

After the bilateral meeting,
the Prime Minister headed to
the US Congress to address the
joint session for the second
time. Biden said that address-
ing the joint session for
Congress is a “testament to the
strong and enduring and thor-
oughly bipartisan support that
exists all across the United
States for the friendship and
partnership with India”.

e The signal from DC

The dealis expected tolead to
transfer of at least 11 “critical”
technologies to India.

For Delhi, that's the most cru-
cial partasitmarks the beginning
of the end of the technology de-
nial regime.

Over the years, India was de-
prived of critical technologies and
it became acute in the 1960s
through the 1990s.

In 1974, after India’s first nu-
clear test, the Nuclear Suppliers
Group was formed and India
found itself outside the elite club.

After the nuclear tests of 1998,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
faced global opprobrium and the
USledincriticisingtheIndianmove
to conduct the tests.

The Jaswant Singh-Strobe

Talbott talks led to President Bill
Clinton’s visitin March 2000, and
in the years that followed, the re-
lationship strengthened and ma-
tured. The George W Bush years
saw the Indo-US nuclear deal,
which elevated ties to a higher
strategic trajectory.

In September 2008, after the
NSG waiver to the Indo-US nu-
clear deal, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh said, “It marks
the end of India’s decades-long
isolation from the nuclear main-
stream and technology denial
regime.”

In June 2016, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told the US
Congress that India and the US
have overcome “the hesitations of
history”, and called for ever-

stronger economic and defence
ties. Six years later, the jet engine
deal and sharing of the critical
technologies marked the end of
the “technology-denial regime”
and the overcoming of the “hesi-
tations of history”.

The Initiative for Critical and
Emerging Technologies (iCET),
which President Joe Biden and
Prime Minister Modi announced
in May 2022, and is led by
National Security Advisors Ajit
Doval and Jake Sullivan, got off to
a start in January 2023 — and
Sullivan visited India this month.

The initiative is looking at
technologies to be shared in criti-
calsectors such asdefence, space,
semiconductors, artificial intelli-
gence, and quantum computing.

e Al, tech in education
globally.

Atthe meeting, theG20min-  Modi emphasised
isters will formally accept the . .
outcome documents, marking the role of dlglml
the culmination of theextensive ~ technology as an
deliberations carried out over <aqualiser’and a
the past several months within
the education working group ~ 1€anNs to promote
track. These outcome docu-  inclusivity

ments will serve as a roadmap
for the international community;,
guiding coordinated actions to
ensure inclusive and high-qual-
ity education for all learners.

The education working
group, which was convened in
Chennai, Amritsar,
Bhubaneswar and Pune, focused
oninclusive solutions and collec-
tive actions to address global
challenges. Their priorities en-
compassed foundational literacy
and numeracy, inclusive and
qualitative tech-enabled learn-
ing, capacity building for future
work requirements, and foster-
ing research and innovation
through collaboration and part-
nerships.

In his address, Modi empha-
sised the role of digital technol-
ogy as an "equaliser" and a
means to promote inclusivity,
stating it as a force multiplier in
expanding access to education
and adapting to future needs. In
addition to discussing the signif-
icance of Al, he also highlighted
the integration of technology

with learning to enhance the e-
learning experience. He com-
mended the Study Webs of
Active-learning for Young
Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM), an
esteemed e-learning portal that
offers remote access to courses
from renowned institutions.
SWAYAM has achieved remark-
able enrollment numbers, with
a wide range of 9,000 courses
available from the 9th grade to
postgraduate level.

Modi further suggested that
G20 countries undertake skill
mapping at the international
level to identify gaps and address
them. He emphasised the need
for continuous skilling, re-
skilling, and up-skilling of the
youth to prepare them for the fu-
ture and align their competen-
cies with evolving work profiles
and practices. India is already
undertaking skill mapping, and
Modi encouraged other G20 na-
tions to follow suit.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

e GE Aerospace inks pact with HAL to make fighter jet engines for IAF

The F414 engines will power the
[AF's Light Combat Aircraft Mk2
jets.

India’s first indigenous fighter
jet LCA Tejas is powered by GE’s
F404 engines - India failed to de-
velop a jet engine despite re-
peated attempts by DRDO's Gas
Turbine Research Establishment.

As many as 75 F404 engines
have been delivered and another
99 are on order for LCA Mk1A by
GE,itsaid inthe statement, adding
thateight F414 engines have been
delivered as part of an ongoing de-
velopment programme for LCA

MKk2. “Today’s agreement will ad-
vance GE Aerospace’s earlier com-
mitment to build 99 engines for
the Indian Air Force as part of the
LCAMK2 program,” it said.

It said the pact will put the
company in a strong position to
create a family of products in
India, including the F404 engine
that currently powers the LCA
Mk1 and LCA MKk1A aircraft,
highlighting GE Aerospace’s se-
lection for the prototype devel-
opment, testing and certifica-
tion of India’s ambitious
Advanced Medium Combat

Aircraft (AMCA) programme
with its F414-INS6 engine. The
GE-404 engine, the basic design
of which has been replicated in
the F414, was developed in the
1970s.

“In addition, GE will continue
tocollaborate with the Indian gov-
ernment on the AMCA MKk2 en-
gine programme,” it said.

Aside from GE, India has been
talking to other global jet engine
makers for technology transfer
such as Safran SA of France and
Rolls-Royce of the United
Kingdom for the AMCA.

With a handful of countries
mastering the technology and
metallurgy needed to make com-
bat jet engines, most have been
unwilling to share it with other
countries.

“This is a historic agreement
made possible by our longstand-
ing partnership with India and
HAL” the GE statement quoted H
Lawrence Culp, Jr., Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of GE and
CEO of GE Aerospace.

“Weare proud toplayarolein
advancing President Biden and
Prime Minister Modi’s vision of

closer coordination between the
two nations,” he said.

“Our F414 engines are un-
matched and will offer important
economic and national security
benefits for both countries as we
help our customers produce the
highest quality engines to meet
the needs of their military fleet.”

“In addition to potential new
work in India, a number of US fa-
cilities that currently support
work on the F414 engine will see
additional volume asaresult of to-
day’s announcement,” the state-
ment said.

Leaders start arriving for Patna Opp meeting, with promise of 'the first draft of unity’

as many as seats as possible —
sources speakof talks being on for
450 of the 543 Lok Sabha seats —
apart from a common minimum
programme, aresolutiontonotat-
tack each other in states, and to
come together on issues of na-
tional concern.

But most leaders don’t expect
much forward movement in this
first meeting, particularly over the
seat-sharing formula. The most
expected outcomeis ajoint state-
ment accusing the Modi-led
Centre of undermining democ-
racy, trampling institutions and si-
lencing dissent, and asserting an
intent to fight unitedly against the
BJP. The leaders also say that the
very fact that so many parties —
which are rivals in states — have
agreed tosit together is a success.
Apart from the lack of fracas over
who will lead the front and who
would be the prime ministerial
face, sofar.

Alotdependsontheresponse
of the Congress — to be repre-
sented at the meeting by its pres-

identMallikarjun Kharge and sen-
ior leader Rahul Gandhi. In leav-
ingalarge chunkofthe seatstore-
gional parties in states where they
are strong, the Congress would be
ceding the most ground, and
would be doing so on the assur-
ance that the regional parties
would return the favour in
Congress strongholds.

Withmostof the partiesinat-
tendance sharingasocialist back-
ground or socialistideology, there
is a possibility of a consensus to
hold rallies demanding a nation-
wide caste census.

Some hiccups are natural, par-
ticularly over agendas specific to
some regional parties. On
Thursday, in a last-minute an-
nouncement, the RLD’s Jayant
Chaudhary said he would skip the
meeting due to a “pre-decided
family programme”. AAP
supremo and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal has said he expects par-
ties to vow support to it against
the ordinance passed by the
Centre to curtail powers of its gov-

ernment. There was talk on
Wednesday of the AAP staging
“walkout” if that did not happen.

Besides, the RJD, TMC, JD(U)
and JMM might seek support of
parties against the alleged misuse
of Central agencies to browbeat
Opposition parties.This will cause
some heartburn, given the bitter
rivalry between the AAP and
Congress, and the TMC and
Congress in states.

The Congress believes the AAP
is trying to unnecessarily box it
into a corner on the Delhi ordi-
nance issue. Some of the parties
friendly to the Congress too argue
thatFriday’s meetingis about dis-
cussing a joint strategy for 2024
and not about any “one issue”.

If JD(U) chief spokesperson K
CTyagispoke of “the need for one-
on-one contests” on maximum
seats as the prime issue on the
agenda, R]D national vice-presi-
dent and former MP Shivanand
Tiwari said the first goal was “to
come out with the alternative
they are offering against the NDA”.

Bihar Congress president Akhilesh
Prasad Singh hoped foracommon
minimum programme.

“Attacking Prime Minister
Modi cannot suffice. We have to
work out tactical alliances in cer-
tain states and the Congress and
some Opposition parties should
show willingness to come to-
gether in others,” Tiwari said.

On a seat-sharing formula,
Tyagi said: “If one counts the seats
in Bihar, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, we can
see the possibility of a direct con-
test (between the Oppositionand
BJP). But while Akhilesh Yadav
might not have muchissue align-
ing with the Congress, Mamata
Banerjee might want the CPI(M)
to opt out of some seats in West
Bengal and Kejriwal might have
similar demands in Punjab and
Delhi.”

On whether the Opposition
would project a PM face, Tyagi
said: “Those talking about this
should know that the Patna meet-

ingis notaboutsuch thingsbuton
a united and strong Opposition
first... We can already sense nerv-
ousness in the BJP. Patna will
rewrite history by bringing the
Opposition on one platform
again.”

Patna, meanwhile, is already
buzzing,andit's not just due tothe
posters of top Opposition leaders
along roads, including Jawaharlal
Nehru Marg. By Thursday, TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee had
landed at Patnaairportalong with
her No. 2 Abhishek Banerjee,
making a straight dash to meet
Lalu and family; Kejriwal was in
along with Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann and senior party leaders
Sanjay Singh and Raghav Chadha;
and all the way from Kashmirwas
PDP leader and former J&K CM
Mehbooba Mufti.

JD(U) chief and Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar met most of them
fora personal welcome. Earlier in
the day, he called on Lalu; bothin-
cidentally fellow travellers of that

1974 movement.
L] ]

¢ G20 nations

Pradhan listed the five priority
areas, including the critical role
it plays in human development,
the need for sustainable educa-
tion, availability of quality edu-
cation for all and the importance
of digital learning.

“After long deliberations and
meetings in four cities namely
Chennai, Amritsar,
Bhubaneswar and Pune, the
consensus document was pre-
pared. There are five broad issues
we agreed upon. All G20 nations
agreed on the critical role edu-
cation plays as an enabler of hu-
man dignity and empowerment
globally. Allmembers agreed on
the need to work together for a
resilient, sustainable, equitable
and inclusive future through ed-
ucation... future climate chal-
lenges can be met only through
education,” he said.

Pradhan further said that "all
G20 nations agreed on the need
toensure that everyone irrespec-
tive of age, gender, socio-eco-
nomic background or those who
are facing learning or physical
challenges have access to qual-
ity, inclusive and equitable edu-
cation and training”.

“Allmembers agreed thated-
ucation is not only about aca-
demiclearning, but also about life,
vocational training and skills to
make them future-ready. The im-
portance of lifelong learning was
also stressed upon,” he added.

The fifth thrustarea, Pradhan
said, is the importance of digital
learning, women-led develop-
ment, green transition and sus-
tainable lifestyle.

In his speech to the delegates
earlier in the day, Pradhan said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has given a clarion call on
sustainable development and
lifestyle. The four focus areas for
the G20 nations are
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN), lifelong learn-
ing, future-ready skills and re-
search, he said.

Pradhan said the G20 nations
and knowledge partners have
agreed to work on abolishing the
digital divide. India’s National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, he
pointed out, already stresses on
the importance of FLN, instruc-
tion in mother tongue as well as
the central role played by teach-
ersand the importance of capac-
ity building of teachers. “Pune’s
G20 would be referred to as a
landmark by educators and spe-
cialists in education in the fu-
ture,” he said.

As part of their commitment,
all G20 members, Pradhan said,
agreed onimmediate and collec-
tive action “to ensure that all
learners acquire foundational
learning, so that, by 2030, the per-
centage of children, particularly
girls and children with disabili-
ties, not able to read and under-
stand asimple textand do simple
math is reduced substantially”.

“All G20 members under-
lined the central role of all teach-
ers and education staff all over
the world in promoting educa-
tion and the need to foster anen-
vironment including through ca-
pacity-building programmes
that will enable teachers and
staff to thrive in their profession,”
he said.
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MAHARASHTRA

Arrested in corruption case,
govt suspends Anil Ramod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has suspended IAS officer
Anil Ramod after he was arrested
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) earlier this
month while allegedly accepting
abribe of Rs 8 lakh.

Following CBI's recommenda-
tion that Ramod should be sus-
pended, Pune Divisional
Commissioner Saurabh Rao had
sent a proposal to the state gov-
ernment acting on which
Prashant Sajanikar, Joint Secretary;,
issued the order on Wednesday.

Sajanikar said in the order
that since his arrest on June 9,
Ramod has spent a period ex-
ceeding 48 hours behind bars
and hence, as per sub-rule (2) A
rule 3 of the All India Services
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, the officer is being placed
under suspension. He said dur-
ing Ramod’s period of suspen-
sion he will remain in Pune and
will not leave without obtaining
previous permission of the
Divisional Commissioner, Pune.

It said he will not be allowed
to accept any private employ-
ment or engage in any trade or
business during his suspension.
Any breach of these conditions
will be treated as an act of mis-
conduct rendering him liable for

Covid jumbo
centres scam: IAS
officer’s assets
worth Rs100 cr
under ED lens

VIJAY KUMAR YADAV
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

OFFICIALS OF the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) investigating the
alleged Rs 38-crore Covid jumbo
centres scam have claimed that
Indian Administrative Service (IAS)
officer Sanjeev Jaiswal had a key
roleinit. The agency has raided his
Bandra (East)residence and seized
Rs 13 lakh cash and property doc-
uments, apart from raiding and
identifying many other properties
of the officer worth over Rs 100
crore, which includes a half-acre
land in MadhIsland.

On Thursday, the ED carried
outsearches at four places, includ-
ing two locations in the MMR re-
gion belonging to senior BMC of-
ficials and a suspect supplier. The
agency is now trying to ascertain
how many of these properties are
linked to proceeds of crimes.

According to sources, Jaiswal
claimed that he has been made
scapegoat in the ongoing crack-
down by the ED saying he was
functioning on behalf of the state
government during the Covid pan-
demicand was notsolely involved
in the purchasing of equipment,
medicines and sanctioning con-
tracts. He said that senior bureau-
crats and civic officials were in-
volved as well but only heisbeing
targeted. He also claimed that the
properties that are under the ED
scanner are his ancestral proper-
ties that have now become worth
over Rs 100 crore due to the cur-
rent market price. Jaiswal whowas
summoned by the agency for
questioning however skipped the
summon, seeking time. The
agency will soon be issuing a sec-
ond summon to him. Jaiswal was
not available for comment.

Work for a month, bills
for ayear

The ED has written emails to
200-300 doctors who rendered
their services during the pan-
demic, as some of them gave their
bio-data to the BMC, while others
worked for the civic body. They
told the ED that they worked for
15-30days for the BMC,but theen-
tire year’s billing was made in their
name. The ED has stumbled upon
transactions and records indicat-
ing billing of worth Rs 20 crore.

Ex-mayor on radar
The ED sources said that they
have come across the involvement
of former city mayor Kishori
Pednekar’s role in the alleged
scam. Pednekar s suspected tobe
aware of the majority of the irreg-
ularitiesand she also gave instruc-
tions for sanctioning contracts of
supplies to particular entities.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

further disciplinary action, the
order added.

Ramod is presently in jail af-
teraspecial court rejected hisre-
quest for bail on June 16, saying
his ‘influence’ may hinder the
probe and send a wrong message
among the affected individuals.

Ramod was arrested for al-
legedly seeking bribe to award
higher compensation to farmers
whose lands are being acquired
for highway projects.

A farmer whose case was
pending forincreased compensa-
tion for acquired land had ap-
proached the agency complain-
ing Ramod allegedly demanded
Rs 10 lakh from him for the in-
creased compensation of around
Rs 1.25 crore and finally negoti-
ated the bribe amount atRs 8 lakh.

CBI had earlier told the court
that Ramod is a “habitual of-
fender” and that during searches,
it had recovered Rs 1.26 lakh in
cash from his office cabin, and
also seized Rs 6.64 crore and im-
portant documents during
searches at his residence in Baner.

The agency had also seized
“incriminating documents” dur-
ing a search at the office of “M/S
Vedalaxmi Developers
Designers Private Limited” in
Baner, which is registered in the
name of Ramod’s wife. CBI also
found Rs 47 lakh from the 17
bank accounts in the names of
Ramod and his family members.

State govt to set up panel to
reform land compensation
process: Revenue minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 20

REVENUE MINISTER
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil has
said that in the light of the re-
cent case of senior revenue
department official from Pune
division, Anil Ramod, allegedly
being caught accepting bribe to
expedite land compensation,
the department has
decided to constitute a commit-
tee to look into and recommend
changes in the land acquisition
and compensation delivery
workflow to make it more trans-
parent and to avoid a repeat
of the episode.

Vikhe-Patil spoke to the press
at the office of the district collec-
tor on Thursday. Sada Bhau Khot,
former minister of state for agri-
culture, and former MLA Rahul
Kul were present.

The minister also said that
high prices of milk and its adul-
teration were serious issues that
the government will address.
"Recently, several cases of large
quantities of adulterated milk
being seized have taken place in

RS 38-CRORE COVID JUMBO CENTRES SCAM

ED probe: BMC officials purchased
drugs, body bags at exorbitant rates

VIJAY KUMAR YADAV
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED)investigating the alleged Rs
38-crore Covid jumbo centres
scam has revealed that a key
company that was supplying
body bags for dead Covid-19 pa-
tients had supplied the bags to
BMC at Rs 6,800 per piece,
which was over three times
than what it charged from oth-
ers, including private hospitals,
during the same period.

The agency’s probe has also
revealed that besides senior
BMC officials, then Mumbai
Mayor Kishori Pednekar, too, al-
legedly played animportantrole
and it is on her instructions that
the contract was given to the said
entity, now under scanner.
Officials hinted that the agency
may soon summon Pednekar to
jointhe investigation. The source,
however, declined to divulge the
name of the entity as the investi-
gation is still on.

Officials also said that medi-
cines, including Remdesivir,
used to treat Covid-19 treatment
in BMC-operated hospitals, too,
were purchased at 25-30 per
cent higher rates than the mar-
ket prices. Even after the grossir-
regularities were pointed out,
the purchase same continued at
the insistence of senior officials
of the BMC, the source said.

The investigation also re-
vealed that in Lifeline Jumbo
Covid Centre, the actual deploy-
ment of doctors and medical
staff was 60-65 per cent short of
the deployment shown in the
billing made to BMC. According
to the source, for billing purpose,

Lyl _..-' _F
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ED officials at BMC's Central
Purchase Department office

in Byculla West. Amit Chakravarty

the company provided names of
doctors who were not
working/employed by the re-
spective centres of Lifeline
Jumbo Covid Centre.

The names of more than 200
doctors were falsely used for
misappropriation of funds, the
source said. The official added
that during its investigation, the
ED contacted these doctors via
email and recorded their state-
ments.

The agency’sraids at 15 loca-
tions on Wednesday, on the
premises of suspected individu-
alslinked to the alleged scam has
led to the seizure of documents
of 50 properties worth more
thanRs 150 crore, fixed deposits
and investments of Rs 15 crore,
Rs 68.65 lakh in cash and jew-
ellery worth Rs 2.46 crore. The
ED sleuths have also seized over
a dozen mobile phones along
with several electronic devices
such as laptops, etc. and various
incriminating records, docu-
ments.

On Wednesday, ED held
searches on the Chembur resi-
dence of Suraj Chavan, a close
aide of Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray’s son Aaditya

the state. We have noticed that
many well-known firms also ac-
quire adulterated milk. To stop
this, a committee under the
leadership of an Additional
Collector with members from
the police, FDA, and other rele-
vant departments will be
formed to control the practice of
adulteration of milk. It has been
decided that when adulterated
milk is caught in transport, the
firms that have ordered the milk
and were thus promoting adul-
teration will also face criminal
charges," said Patil.

The minister also responded
to allegations levelled by Shiv
Sena (UBT)leader Sanjay Raut on
Thursday that an institution
with which Patil is associated
had received a donation of Rs 4.5
to 5 crore from Islamic preacher
Zakir Naik's NGO.

"lam part of this educational
institution but I was not involved
in its day-to-day functioning,
and at that time it was investi-
gated by central agencies,and no
irregularities were found. Raut
needs some subject every day
and hence he has raked up this
issue,” he said.

Thackerey, and the Santacruz
residence of Sujit Patkar, a close
aide of Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut. The agency also
searched the Bandra residence
of IAS officer Sanjeev Jaiswal—a
former additional municipal
commissioner of the BMC—and
deputy municipal commissioner
Ramakant Biradar, who was the
head of the Central Purchase
Department of the BMC during

the pandemic.
Lifeline Hospital
Management Services in

Sasmira Marg, Worli, as well as
suppliers of oxygen concentra-
tors and other equipment, con-
tractors and middlemen in-
volved in the alleged scam were
also searched.

The ED has almost covered
their probe at the irregularities
linked to Lifeline Hospital
Management Services in
Sasmira Marg, Worli, a partner-
ship firm of Sujit Patkar, a close
aide of Shiv Sena UBT MP Sanjay
Raut. Now the agency is focusing
on various branches of money
laundering emerging from this
firm.

On Thursday, the search op-
erations continued at four loca-
tions in and outside Mumbai, fo-
cusing mainly on properties
linked to the suspected senior
BMC officials.

The agancy also summoned
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Sanjeev Jaiswal for
questioning, however, he sought
time.

EWS students to get 50% discount in fee in
Maharashtra’s self-financed universities

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

THE MAHARASHTRA
Government has directed self-fi-
nanced universities in the state to
offer 50 per cent discount in fees
tomeritorious students fromeco-
nomically weaker sections, irre-
spective of caste categories. This
will apply to 10 per cent of the to-
taladmissions in self-financed uni-
versities. The government will not
provide any grant or financial as-
sistance for this purpose.

The Maharashtra Higher and
Technical Education department
onThursday issued a Government
Resolution (GR) in this regard.
“Students who qualify for EWS sta-
tus as per government prescribed
criteria will get this benefit on the
basis of merit. This discount will
be applicable to the total fee, in-

cluding all charges levied by var-
sity on students under different
headings. The discount will apply
from the year when the student
takes admission to the completion
of the course,” states the GR.

The move is decided in line
withthe student-oriented educa-
tion system recommended in the
National Education Policy (NEP),
states the GR. This is to facilitate
meritorious students from eco-
nomically weaker sections to
studyinself-financed universities,
which are otherwise difficult for
them to afford.

Maharashtra higher and tech-
nical education minister
Chandrakant Patil on Wednesday
had said that the state government
will soon come out with a GR,
mandating private universities to
reserve 10 per cent seats for stu-
dents of EWS, and charge from
them only 50 per cent of tuition

fees. According todata from UGC,
a total of 22 universities in
Maharashtra are self-financed.
Admissions are currently under-
way inmost universities across the
state.

Vikas Chandra Rastogi, the
Principal Secretary of Higher and
Technical Education department
of Maharashtra, said, “The GR will
be implemented from the aca-
demic year 2023-24... 10 per cent
of students admitted to self-fi-
nanced private universities will get
the fee-waiver, provided they ful-
fil the criterion of EWS status.”

The GRalso states that the fee-
waiver will beimplemented at the
time of admission. “Within a
month fromthelastday of the ad-
missions procedure, the self-fi-
nanced universities will have to
submit a report of such fee-
waivers to the state government,
along with details of the benefici-

aries. Following this, a review will
betaken at the government level,”
states the GR.

Stating that the decision has
been takenin consensus with pri-
vate  universities  across
Maharashtra; Prof Dr Mangesh
Karad, President of the Preeminent
Education Research Association
(PERA), which is an association of
all private universities in
Maharashtra, said, “A meeting was
held on this with the government
a few months ago, and then the
decision was taken. It will be ap-
plicable to students who can fulfil
the criteria.”

Dr Karad, Executive President
and Vice Chancellor of MIT Art
Designand Technology University
in Pune, also said, “As private uni-
versities, we anyway provide mer-
itorious students with financial
helpinforms of scholarships. Now
itwillbe done under this system.”

Skill-based vocational courses to replace
bifocal courses in state’s junior colleges

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

POPULAR BIFOCAL courses of-
fered at junior colleges (classes 11
and 12)will be converted intoem-
ployment-oriented specialised
courses — vocation or skill-based
—fromacademicyear2024-25,in
line with the National Skill
Qualification Framework (NSQF).

The Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurshipissued agovern-
ment resolution (GR) in this re-
gard, along with a list of new
courses to be offered under each
category of bifocal courses. In the
technical group category, Junior
Software Developer, and Field
Technician- Computing and
Peripherals courses will be offered,
instead of Computer Science.

The General Civil course will be
replaced with studies on General
Mason/BrickMason, Construction

Painter and Decorator. Similar new
courses have also been listed for
other categories, such as com-
merce and agriculture groups.
"Teachers will be trained for
the new courses. The theory part
will be assessed by the
Maharashtra State Board of
Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education, which conducts Class
12 examinations; and the practi-
cal assessment by the Ministry of

Skill  Development  and
Entrepreneurship of
Maharashtra," reads the GRissued
on Wednesday.

The move, however, has at-
tracted criticism from stakehold-
ers. According to colleges, the de-
cision was taken without
consulting anyone related to the
bifocal courses.

Professor Ramesh Deshpande,
vice principal of Bhavan's College,
said, "High-scoring students want-
ing to pursue engineering in the
future would opt for bifocal

courses offered under the techni-
cal group. But now that these are
converted into vocation or skill-
based courses, high-scoring can-
didates may not be interested.

On the Class 12 board exam,
the GR mentions that the state
board will conduct theory assess-
ment and the department of skill
development will carry out practi-
calassessment. This willadd tothe
confusion. Ideally, there should
have been a committee of knowl-
edgeable persons before taking
the decision to change these
courses."

Bhavan's College hasbeenrun-
ning bifocal courses for many years
now.

Additionally, teachers have
also been complaining that the
moverisksloss of jobs as teaching
requirements for the new courses
are not in line with their training.
The Maharashtra State Federation
of Junior College Teachers
Organisation will hold a meeting
todiscuss theimpact of the move.

Professor Mukund Andhalkar,
conveyer of the federation, said,
"Even as new nomenclatures are
given, the course structure re-
mains unclear. Teachers fear being
declared surplus. There are no
clear guidelines on what happens
to the existing teachers if their
trainingis notinline with the new
course structure.”

VI NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
AV 4

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
A-11, Sec-24, Noida-201301, Distt. G.B. Nagar, U.P. &}
Phone - 0120 2412294, 2412445, Fax: 0120 2412218
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e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Ref No : NFL/CMO/ABD/WSF/2023-24/02 Date : 23.06.2023

Bids are invited from the prospective bidders for procurement of Water
Soluble Fertilizers for further marketing in various states. For details visit
website: https://etenders.gov.infeprocure/app (e-tendering) &
www.nationalfertilizers.com (Homepage). E-Tender No. 2023_NFL_
158351_1. Last date of Bid submission / Opening date of Technical Bid
document is - 15.30 Hrs on 04.07.2023 / 15.30 Hrs on 05.07.2023. Any
Corrigendum (s) to this tender shall be published only on our websites.
General Manager (Marketing)
¥ @NFL_Kisan § @nationalfertilizers in National Fertilizers Limited

W HeN A fafies s
CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD. P55

O, (4% W 1 v 9H) (ANavratna Undertaking of Govt. of India)  [MEICESN

NSIC New MDBP Building, 2nd Floor, Okhla Indl. Estate (Opp. NSIC Okhla Metro Station), New Delhi-110020
OPEN TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendering Mode Only)

Online E-bids are invited for Providing professional services for operation and maintenance of

19 nos. loaded reach stackers of Capacity of 45 T x 5 high for handling of loaded 20 ft., 22 ft,

40 ft and 45 ft. length of containers at various terminals of CONCOR in Area-l in Group |,
Group Il & Group lllin Two Packet tendering system through e-tendering mode.

Bid Reference Tender No.: CON/A-/'TECH/O&M 19 RSTs/2023

Tendered Quantity 19Nos. | Esti 1 Cost : Rs.29,37,82,657/- (Including taxes)

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)*|As Per clause 3 of Section-Il (through online payment gateway to CONCOR)

Cost of D Rs.1,000/- through online payment gateway to CONCOR

Tender Pr ing Fee (Non-refundable)* [ Rs.4,720)- (Inclusive of Taxes) through online payment

Period of Tender Sale (On Line) | From 23.06.2023 at 15:00 Hrs. to 14.07.2023 upto 17:00 Hrs.

Date & Time of of Bid | 17.07.2023 at 17:00 Hrs.

Date & Time of Opening of Bid 18.07.2023 at 11:00 Hrs.

*Through E-payment

For eligibility criteria and other details please log into www.concorindia.com or eprocure.gov.in or
www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Bidders are requested to visit the websites regularly. CONCOR
reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof. For complete
details login www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Group General Manager/Technical/Area-1
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JAYAWANT SHIKSHAN PRASARAK MANDAL, PUNE
Corporate Office, Sawant Corner, S. No. 84/2E/1/5, Katraj Chowk, Katraj,
Pune 411046. Phone : 020-24317383 / 84/ 85

REQUIREMENT

Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for the following
posts for academic year 2023-24 in the JSPM's B.Ed. Colleges.

RAJARSHI SHAHU COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Tathawade, Pune

JAYAWANTRAO SAWANT COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Hadapsar, Pune

Above colleges are affiliated to Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune
& Recognized by NCTE, Govt. of Maharashtra

SrNo| Post

Qualification

1 | Asst. Professor

(Marathi, Hindi, English, Mathematics,
Economics, History, Geography & Science)

MA/ M.Com/ M.Sc and M.Ed
SET/ NET (Education) (55%)

Asst. Professor
2 | (Perspective in Education)

Commerce/ Political Science

MA/ M.Com/ M.Sc and M.Ed

Social Science/ Psychology/ Philosophy/| SET/ NET (Education) (55%)

Best-in-class
Mileage 23.35 km/kg’

CNG-PETROL
POWER OF
TWO

B ELEs i J.ii..Li;“Ii_lﬂi‘[-"

-

s

Best-in-class -
Payload 750 kg

= » IRCON INTERNATIONAL LTD. 7=
ST G.6 IRCO o e/

= (A Govt. of India Undertaking A Mahotsa
Website: www.ircon.org, CIN-L45203DL1976G01008171
e-Procurement Notice
(National Competitive Bidding)

e-Tenders are invited from bidders meeting qualifying requirements for the following works:
e-Tender No.: IRCON/ELECT/5037-5038/NCRTC/OHE ERECTION S3/0T/96 dated 20.06.2023
“Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 27.5 kV, AC Flexible Overhead Catenary System /
Rigid Overhead Catenary System work from Sarai Kale Khan to Sahibabad, Jangpura Stabling
Line and all other allied works in connection with Delhi — Ghaziabad — Meerut RRTS Corridor of
NCRTC (Package 19— Stege-30f LOT 1)"
Estimated cost of the work: Rs. 12,76,03,052/-
Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission : 04.07.2023 upto 15.00 Hrs.
For further details, visit website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Corrigendum, if any, would
be hosted only on the website. Chief General Manager/Electrical,

C-4 District Centre, Saket, New Delhi-110017

@ AR GOt TFATs afgeiea’
=7"| INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHUBANESWAR
Advertisement No. ITBBS/FAC/MMR/Rolling-Advt/2023

Rolling Advertisement for Openings of Faculty Positions

IIT Bhubaneswar invites applications from qualified
Indian nationals including Persons of Indian Origin
(PIO) and Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) with an
established record of independent, high-quality
research and commitment to teaching and research
for faculty positions at the level of Assistant Professor
(Grade-I/1l), Associate Professor, Professor in the
following disciplines; throughout the year:

Computer Science & Engineering, Electrical
Engineering, Electronics & Communication
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Civil
Engineering, Minerals, Metallurgical and Materials
Engineering, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics,
Geology & Geophysics, Ocean & Atmospheric
Sciences (i.e., Climate Sciences).

For further details and online submission of
application for regular faculty positions, please visit:
https://www.iitbbs.ac.in/faculty-advt-rolling/

2023.php Sd/- Registrar

Suspension
i

8 leaf spring front,7 leaf spring rear

Maharashtra norms.

www.jspm.edu.in

Note: (1) Scale of pay & Allowance are as per Savitribai Phule Pune University/Govt. of

(2) Interested candidates are required to apply through online on our website:
www.jspm.edu.in within 10 days from the date of issue of this advertisement.

Mr. Giriraj T. Sawant
Director JSPM / TSSM

3 | Music Teacher M.A. in Music/ Dance/ Theater I

4 | Art & Craft Teacher Post Graduate in Art & Craft (MFA) (ywthygu) *Terms.& conditions appLit_’—:q. Access_o_ries shown are not part of the standard equipment. As per *ARAI cer’Fiﬁcatioq )

5 | Sport Teacher WA MPEd SET/ NET h depending on standard driving conditions. *Range inclusive of petrol. #Warranty - 3 years or 80000 km, whichever is earlier.
6 |Librarian M.Lib, SET/ NET M.A./M.Com./M.Sc.

Sahyadri Motors Pvt. Ltd. : Baner, Rajguru Nagar, Manchar, Junner, Maval, Mulshi, Narayangaon, Talegaon: 7391092201, Unnati Motors :
Viman Nagar, Wagholi, Manjri, Shirur, Shikrapur, Chaufula, Daund 9711988729, Shiv Autowing: PCMC, Bhosri, Chakan: 8929648003,
Silver Jubli Motors: Pune-Camp, Satara Road, Saswad : 7391092214, Bharne Motors: Baramati, Indapur: 7428595879, Jay Motors :
Satara, Karad, Faltan: 8130309531, Sahyadri Motors: Sangli, Jat, Vita, Islampur 7391092203, Trendi Wheels Pvt. Ltd. : Kolhapur,
Ichalkarnaji, Gadhinglaj 7391092225, Gandhi Motors: Solapur, Pandharpur, Karmala, Sangola : 7391092208
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Rs 1.6 crore lost
in two online
task fraud cases

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

PIMPRI CHINCHWAD police have
launched a probe into two sepa-
rate cases of 'task frauds' in which
a41-year-old woman and a 37-
year-old man were cheated to the
tune of Rs 1.64 crore by online
fraudsters.

The two separate FIRs were
registered at Wakad and Bhosari
MIDC police stations on
Wednesday under the provisions
of the IT Act and IPC sections per-
taining to cheating, criminal
breach of trust and impersonation.

According to the FIRregistered
atWakad police station,a41-year-
old woman, who in the past used
towork fora private company, was
cheated tothe tuneof Rs87.84 lakh
between April 24 and May 20 this
year. In the case registered at
Bhosari MIDC police station, a 37-
year-old man, whoworks fora pri-
vate multinational company, was
cheated to the tune of Rs 76.24
lakh between May 19 and June 9.

Accordingto the FIRs, both the
complainants received messages
offering them money on perform-
ing taskslikeliking videos and giv-
ing online reviews to products.
After they responded to the mes-
sages, they were given various
tasks and were paid small
amounts.

After some initial payments,
the complainants were told they
had been chosen for 'prepaid
tasks." In these tasks they were
asked to pay some amount to re-

English not a
pre-requisite for
tech innovation,
says Pradhan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

ENGLISH IS not a pre-requisite for
technological innovation, Union
Minister for Education, Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Thursday at the
inauguration of the five-day
‘Innovation, Development and
Entrepreneurship Bootcamps’ at
College of Engineering Pune
Technological (COEP) University.
“To find talent in India, you do
not need to be an English-
speaker," said the Union minister,
citing the example of technologi-
cal giants like China, Japan,
Germany and Italy. “Itis not that
they cannot speakin English. They
simply prefer not to,” said the
minister addressing participants
and faculty at the boot camps
which are being organised in six
different cities of the country.
“Most of the mental develop-
ment of children takes place be-
tween ages three and eight, and
most of the children of our coun-
try speak their native languages
during this time,” said Pradhan.
During his virtual interaction
with students at the other five
venues, Pradhan greeted stu-
dents in Odia and Bengali and
heard about their technological
innovations and projects. “Be job
seekers but dare to become job
creators also,” said the minister
stressing on enterprise, innova-
tion as well as critical thinking.

PMCTOGET FEEDBACK
ONPUBLICTOILETS
VIAMOBILE APP

Pune: The Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC)is all set to get
citizens’ feedback on its public
toilets through a mobile app
"Toilet Seva' started by a private
firm. "We have provided data of
all 1,200 public toilets of PMC to
the private firm to be featured on
the mobile app,” said municipal
commissioner Vikram Kumar.

There are many mobile apps
ontoilets but this has unique fea-
ture of feedback from the public
which will help civic body im-
prove its facility, he said. The
mobile app isa commercial proj-
ect bit without any financial in-
volvement from the PMC, which
will only receive feedback, said
additional municipal commis-
sioner Kunal Khemnar. The mo-
bile app will feature all public
toilets of PMC and those of pub-
lic commercial facilities. ENS

ceive a task and were offered
higher amounts after completion
oftasks. The fraudsters wentonin-
creasing the prepaid fees and the
complainants wenton paying the
amounts expecting higherreturns.

After a point, the fraudsters
continued telling them they
would receive the returns. But the
fraudsters also kept putting con-
ditions on complainants requiring
them to take more tasks to with-
draw their returns and thus make
more investments. The cycle
stopped only when the com-
plainants realised that they were
cheated. Officials said that both the
complainants have made over 50
transactions to a large number of
bankaccounts of cyber fraudsters
located across the country.

Last month, in arguably the
biggest task fraud case registered
with Pune City Police, a 69-year-
old retired Colonel from the Army
was cheated to the tune of Rs 2.4
croreinaspanof 18 days between
May 15 and June where he made
over40online transactionstoearn
money on 'prepaid tasks.'

Earlier,an Army veteran, in his
60s, who responded to scamsters
who contacted him in February,
lost Rs 1.1 crore in a span of two
weeks where he made asmany 26
online transfers to over a dozen
bankaccounts givento himby the
fraudsters. The Cyber crime cell
and individual police stations are
currently investigating dozens of
task fraud cases registered in the
recent past, with no major break-
through achieved in any of these
cases.

DARSHANA PAWAR MURDER

Accused was state civil services aspirant,
worked for food delivery app, say pollce

Probe shows he
knew Darshana
since childhood,
both were part
of same study
group in Pune

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, JUNE 22

RAHUL HANDORE, the 28-year-
old man who has been arrested
for the murder of Darshana
Pawar at the foothills of Rajgad
Fort near Pune on June 12, wasa
civil services aspirant from a
poor financial background who
juggled studies and part-time
jobs, including as a food-deliv-
ery executive, to support himself,
the police investigation in the
case has revealed.

According to the police,
Handore allegedly killed
Darshana, whom he knew since
childhood, after his marriage pro-
posal was rejected by the 26-year-
old who had recently cleared the
state forest services exam. A
Botany graduate who was also
preparing for various competitive
exams, Handore was arrested on
Wednesday night by Pune Rural
Police from Andheri Railway
Station in Mumbai, police said.

Officers from the Pune Rural
Police said Handore hails from
Shaha village in Sinnar taluka of

Monsoon advancing: IMD;
city likely to see light rain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

PUNE AND and its surrounding
areas are expected to get light to
very light rain, which the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said is a sign of advance-
ment of the monsoon. On
Thursday, Dr Anupam Kashyapi,
head of weather forecasting,
IMD, said the conditions are fa-
vorable for the southwest mon-
soon further advancing over
some parts of south Peninsular
India, including Maharashtra
and other parts of the country.
At present, the northern limit
of monsoon passes through
Ratnagiri, Raichur, Khammam,
Malkangiri, Paralakhemundi,
Haldia, Bokaro, Patna and
Raxaul. Since its onset over
Kerala on June 4, the progress of
monsoon has been sluggish. Due
tothe development of a very se-
vere cyclonic storm Biparjoy
over the Arabian Sea, the ad-
vancement of the monsoon over
Maharashtra has been delayed.

Monsoon reached Ratnagiri by
June 8-10, but since then there
has not been any progress. Large
parts of the state including Pune
are yet to see any rains.

The dissipation of Biparjoy
has made conditions favourable
for advancement of monsoon.
Dr Kashyapi said this advance-
ment of the monsoon would see
the rains covering parts of
Maharashtra, remaining parts of
Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Madhya Pradesh in the next 2-3
days. Pune and its surrounding
areas, the IMD said, is expected
to see light to very light rains
over the weekends.

The delay in rains has raised
concerns over water supplies for
Pune as well as for the state. Sunil
Chavan, agriculture commis-
sioner, has asked farmers not to
undertake sowing till their re-
gions have registered 80-100 mm
of rains. Chavan, in a press state-
ment, said the IMD officials spoke
about revival of the monsoon
from the next week onwards.

Rahul Handore, arrested from Andheri railway station in Mumbai, at Pune Rural Police headquarters. Pavan Khengre

Nashik. “Preliminary informa-
tion suggests that he comes from
a weak financial background
with his father selling newspa-
pers for a living. He has com-

pleted his BSc in Botany and has
made a total of four attempts for
the MPSC (Maharashtra Public
Services Commission) exam. On
two of those attempts, he

cleared the preliminary exams
but failed in the mains. In the
two other attempts, he failed in
the prelims,” said an officer who
is part of the investigation.

Over 200 cases of heatstroke in
Pune, Satara and Solapur dists

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

SWELTERING HEAT and absence
of rain have seen close to 200
cases of heatstroke being reported
across Pune, Satara and Solapur
districts in the past few days.

According to the Integrated
Health Information Platform
(IHIP) Heat Wave Report for
Pune Circle (Pune, Satara and
Solapur), among a total of 2.31
lakh persons examined at the
out-patient department (medi-
cine/paediatrics /casualty emer-
gency) from March till date this
year, health officials were able to
identify 19 persons with heat-
stroke from Pune, 70 from Satara
and 91 from Solapur.

However, there were no
heatstroke deaths in the three
districts, officials at the Deputy
Director of Health, Pune Circle
told The Indian Express. The data
was collated from across 458
health units including govern-
ment-run primary health cen-

Sharad Pawar, Supriya Sule, Shabana Azmi and Javed Akhtar during the ‘Yashaswini awards
ceremony’ at Balgandharva Rangamandir on Thursday. Express

R

Inall, 12 people have
succumbed to heatstroke
across Maharashtra. File

tres, rural hospitals, civic dispen-
saries and district hospitals.
States had been directed to
monitor heat-related illnesses as
it has been an extremely warm
summer and while Pune did not
reportdeaths, as per official data,
there were a total of 12 persons
who succumbed to heatstroke
across Maharashtra. Health offi-
cials said that a total of 2,649
heatstroke cases were reported
from March till date with a ma-

jority (412) from Raigad district.
All the 12 deaths were reported
from Raigad district. There were
334 heat stroke cases in Wardha
followed by 317 in Nagpur, and
among the district that reported a
high number of heatstroke cases
include Chandrapur, Nandurbar;,
Amravati, Latur, Mumbai-
Suburban and Thane. Extreme
heat conditions have been asso-
ciated with increased chances of
heatstroke and exhaustion.

Dr Amit Dravid, infectious
diseases expert at Pune's Noble
Hospital told The Indian Express
thathotand humid weather con-
ditions can impact the body's
compensatory mechanism --
sweating. High humidity inhibits
the body's natural cooling ability
and gives rise to symptoms like
high fever and muscle cramps.

“I always advise patients to
drink at least four litres of water
to prevent dehydration,” he said.
Heat exhaustion is a milder form
of heat-related illness but if not
treated can lead to heatstroke,
doctors said.

Handore was staying at
Hingane Home Colony near
Dutta Mandir in Pune's
Karvenagar. “The accused had
been preparing for the MPSC ex-

amination. He was staying in
Pune from the last few years and
was doing some part-time jobs.
Recently, he had been working
for a cellphone-based food de-
livery service and was living in a
rented room. He and Darshana
had known each other since
their childhood. His home at his
native village and the house of
Darshana'’s maternal uncle are
located opposite each other,”
said Pune Rural SP Ankit Goyal.

Asked if the two had been in
a relationship, Goyal said, “I can
only say at this point that the two
knew each other but whether
they were inarelationship or not
is something that will be clear
only after detailed interrogation.”
Asked whether it was Darshana
who had rejected Handore's
marriage proposal or her family,
Goyal said, “Darshana had.”

Another officer associated
with the investigation said, “We
now know that Darshana and
Rahul studied together for the
exams and were part of a close
group of friends who would
study together.”

On the day of the murder, ac-
cording to police, Darshana and
Handore left for Rajgad early in
the morning and reached the
foothills of the fort at about 8.30
am. They went up to an area
identified as Saticha Maal where
the alleged incident took place
with Handore assaulting
Darshana with stones and sharp
weapons, the police said. He
then came down alone at 10.45
am and left the spot, they said.

Sword used to cut cake
on birthday, 2 minors
among four booked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

PUNE POLICE have booked four
persons, including two minors,
after they used a sword to cut a
cake kept atop a car during a
birthday celebration in a public
place in Dhankawadi area on
Wednesday night.

Officers from the
Sahakarnagar police station said
the incident took place in
Dhankawadi area around 10.30
pm when a group of over 20
youths had gathered on a road
to celebrate the birthday of a
19-year-old local resident.

The 19-year-old used a sword
to cut the birthday cake. Police
launched a probe after receiving
acomplaint about the incident.

Inspector Savlaram
Salgaonkar, in-charge of
Sahakarnagar police station,
said, “We have booked four
youths, all of whom are below 20

years of age and two of them are
minors. These four were those
who handled the sword among
over 20 persons who were pres-
ent for the celebration. They
have been booked under provi-
sion of the Arms Act and the
Bombay Police Act.”

Officials said the videos and
images of the celebration were
circulated on social media plat-
forms.

Over the last two years, the
Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad
police have arrested several peo-
ple, mainly youths, for alleged
display of sharp weapons like
sword, machetes and sickles and
firearms on the social media
platforms and use of these
weapons during celebrations
and gatherings in public places.

Officials have maintained
that such acts are aimed at ter-
rorising the local populace
and establishing dominance
in the area amid feuds between
rival groups.

Sharad Pawar says accidents in Indian Air
Force decreased after induction of women

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JUNE 22

RECALLING HIS efforts to em-
power women through reserva-
tion and induction in the armed
forces, NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
who was defence minister in the
early 1990s, claimed on Thursday
thattheinduction of womeninthe
Indian Air Force later had brought

down accident rates.
“Ihavelearnt that the accident
rates, which were high in the
Indian Air Force, have come down
after women were inducted into
the Air Force. Itis because women
are more focused on performing
their duties,” he said at an awards
function for women achievers.
According to Pawar, he had
pressed for reservation forwomen
in the armed forces but it was op-

posed before being accepted
much later. “Now, women officers
are leading the Republic Day pa-
rade... women have proved
themselves whenever they have
been given an opportunity,” he
said.

The NCP chief also referred to
former PM Indira Gandhi as “one
of the most powerful prime min-
isters the country has ever seen”
and said that she had once made

the Russian leadership apologise
for not following protocol during
hervisit to Russia. Pawar, whowas
defence ministerin 1991-93inthe
PV Narasimha Rao government,
was speaking at the Yashaswini
Samman event at Yashwantrao
Chavan Centre, where six women
from different fields were felici-
tated for their work.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PMC to focus on ensuring clean water discharge to Mula-Mutha river |

AJAY JADHAV
PUNE, JUNE 22

AFTER COMING under fire for its
anti-environmental approach in
the Mula-Mutha riverfront beau-
tification project, the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC)has
now decided to focus on improv-
ing the quality of river water so
that no sewage water is released
into the waterbody without being
treated. For this, the civicbody has
decided todouble its sewage treat-
ment capacity by increasing the
number of sewage treatment
plants (STP) from 10 to 29 in the
coming years.

Once all the new plants be-
come operational, the treatment

my
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capacity would almost double
from the existing 576 MLD to 1,125
MLD, officials said.

The PMCwill soon reconstruct
one of the existing 10 STPs and set
up another 11 STPs having a total
capacity of 396 MLD through the
funding from Japan International
Cooperative Agency (JICA). It has
also planned to construct twonew

STPsforthe 11 villages that merged
withthe civicbody afewyearsago.
A detailed project report for con-
structing additional seven STPs for
cateringtothe needsof 23 villages
merged in civic limits two years
ago has also been finalised, said a
PMC official. Thus, the total num-
ber of STPs in the city would go up
to29in the coming years.

“The PMChas now focused on
ensuring the river has clean water.
This will be taken up along with
the riverfront development proj-
ect. The construction of 11 STPs
through JICA funds has been
started and plans forincreasing the
number of STPs to cater for the fu-
ture need has been done,” said
municipal commissioner Vikram
Kumar.

Once all the new plants become operational, the treatment
capacity would almost double. Express

The PMC s in talks with the
International Finance Corporation
(IFC)to get loan for the new seven

STPs for 23 villages, he said.
According to the detailed project
report (DPR), there will be seven

STPs with two in Wagholi, one
eachinMundhwa, Pisoli, Nanded,
Holkarwadiand Manjari Budhruk
having a total capacity of 146.50
MLD.

The PMC will also lay a
drainage line network of 841.44
km under the plants. “The total
costofthe projectisRs 1,270 crore
and we are hopeful of raising the
money through a loan from IFC,”
said a civic body officer.

In 2017, 11 new villages were
merged with the city and the PMC
prepared a plan for the sewage
treatment for the area under
which it will be constructing two
new plants - one each in
Keshavnagar and Manjari - hav-
ing a total capacity of 105.5 MLD.
“Theywill be constructed from the

PMC'’s budget funds so that the
work would soon start,” said
Jagdish Khanore, PMC
Superintending Engineer.

He said that the work on 11
new STPs under JICA funds has
started and will be completed by
March 2025 as per the new dead-
line. “The project got delayed due
to technical issues but finally it is
backontrack. The project cost has
increased from Rs 990 crore to Rs
1,173 crore and an additional Rs
250 crore for its operation and
maintenance for the next 15
years,” Khanore pointed out.

As perthe plan, theriver beau-
tification project would beautify
the44 km of the Mula-Muthariver
stretch passing through the Pune
city limits.

NAGPUR
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Anytime Channels, Corporate Centre, 3rd Floor,
World Trade Centre Arcade, Cuff Parade, Mumbai - 400005

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Bids are invited by State Bank of India under RFP No. SBI/ACV/2023-
24/002 dated 23.06.2023 from the eligible bidders for procurement
7500 CAPEX ADWMs under Phase XVI. Bidders, who are interested to
submit bids, may visit “Procurement News" of Bank's website
https://bank.sbi, https://gem.gov.in, (GeM portal) and
www.eprocure.gov.in (CPPP Portal).
Commencement of download of RFP:From05:00PMon 23.06.2023
Lastdate and time of submission of bids : Upto 05:00PMon 21.07.2023
Sd/-
Deputy General Manager
(Implementation &Rollout)

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform that the project proponent SS group
(Siddhivinayak group) has been granted Environment
Clearance for Proposed Residential & commercial
Development "Vision One' Proposed Residential and
Commercial project" at S. No 56/3/16 and 56/4 at Tathwade,
Taluka Mulshi, Pune, Pune vide Environmental Clearance
Identification No. 0000000032, (Date - 24/04/2017).
Copies of the clearance letter is available at following
website. http://parivesh.nic.in. $S Group

(Siddhivinayak Group)

Place: Mumbai
Date:23.06.2023

Date: 19/06/2023 Place: - Pune

E-TENDER NOTICE

Tender is invited by e-tendering method from eligible bidders for the work of
works of cable testing & fault detection of HT/LT Underground cables along with
supply and fixing of cable jointing kits in following divisions under Pune zone as
details below, T-02/23-24: Bundgarden division - Rs.333 Lakhs, T-03/23-24:
Nagar-road division - Rs.435 Lakhs, T-04/23-24: Padmavati division - Rs. 430
Lakhs, T-05/23-24: Parvati division - Rs. 309 Lakhs, T-06/23-24: Rastapeth
division - Rs. 350 Lakhs, T-07/23-24: Bhosari division - Rs. 600 Lakhs, T-08/23-
24: Pimpri division - Rs. 600 Lakhs, T-09/23-24: Shivajinagar division - Rs. 490
Lakhs, T-10/23-24: Kothrud division -Rs. 476 Lakhs, T-11/23-24: Manchar
division - Rs. 45 Lakhs, T-12/23-24: Mulshi division - Rs. 125 Lakhs, T-13/23-
24: Rajgurunagar division - Rs. 150 Lakhs For details please visit our website
http://works.mahadiscom.in/eTender, Contact person: Shri. D. S. Bikkad,
Executive Engineer (Admn.). Phone Nos.: 020-26065740; Mb No 7875767003,
email: cepuneurban@gmail.com

(HO PR No. - 286)

IDFC FIRST Bank Limited

Chief Engineer (PZ)
or
(erstwhile Capital First Limited and :;_,D:_ﬁ FIRSY
amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited)
CIN : L65110TN2014PLC097792
Registered Office: KRM Towers, 8" Floor, Harrington Road,
Chetpet, Chennai-600031. TEL: +91 44 4564 4000 | FAX: +91 44 4564 4022.

APPENDIX IV [Rule 8(1)]

N NOTICE (For immovable property)
Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the IDFC FIRST Bank Limited
(erstwhile Capital First Limited and amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited) under the
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule
3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated
17-Mar-2023 calling upon the borrower, co-borrowers and guarantors 1. Shivlal
Mukundrao Dalal, 2 Shivlal Mukundrao Traders, 3. Ratnamala S Bhavalkar,
4. Roshan Bhavalkar, 5. Shivial Mukundrao and Company, 6. Shivlal Mukundrao
Bhawalkar, 7. Rakesh Bhavalkar, 8. Ratnamala S Bhavalkar, to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice being Rs. 2,45,17,754.82/- (Rupees Two Crore Fourty Five
Lakh Seventeen Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Four and Eighty Two Paise Only)
ason 17-Mar-2023, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Demand notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub -
section (4) of section 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002 on this 16" day of June 2023.
The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of THE IDFC
FIRST Bank Limited (erstwhile Capital First Limited and amalgamated with IDFC
Bank Limited) for an amount of Rs. 2,45,17,754.82/- (Rupees Two Crore Fourty Five
Lakh Seventeen Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Four and Eighty Two Paise Only)
and interestthereon.
The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub — Section (8) Of Section 13 of the
Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Description of the Inmovable properties

i)Plot No. 47, House No. 604/47, Admeasuring area 2400 Sgq. Ft. (222.830 Sq. Mtr.), Ward
No. 21, KH. No. 27/1-2, C. S. No. 26, MZ-Pardi, Netaji Nagar, Tah & Dist Nagpur, Nagpur,
Maharashtra—440008 which is bounded as under :- On the East : Road, On the North :
PlotNo. 48, Onthe South : PlotNo.46,0nthe West : PlotNo.16

iiPlot No. N-96, KH. No. 7, NMC House No. 582/96, Admeasuring 267.55 Sq. Mtrs.,
2880.00 Sq. Ft., Ward No. 21, Surya Nagar, Mouza Pardi, Nagpur, Maharashtra — 440008
whichis bounded as under :- North : PlotNo.N-97,East : PlotNo.N-105, South : Plot
No.N-95, West : Road

Date : 16" June 2023 Sd/-
Place : Nagpur. Authorised Officer
Loan Account No : 11462862, IDFC First Bank Limited

11479626, 34445936, 34466625, (erstwhile Capital First Limited and

! DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
L) OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WW)-I/EE(E&M)I

=

%4 |CHANDRAWAL WATER WORKS NO. 1, CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054
EMAIL ID:- eeenm1chwtp@gmail.com
PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO. 03 (2023-24)
S. Estimated| Earnest | Tender | Date & ID of release | Last date of
No. Subject Cost Money | Fee of tender in submission of]
(in Rs.) |(in Rs.) e-procurement tender
solution
1. |Renovation/Repairing of Patterson Clarifloculator | Item 62500/- | 500/- 21.06.2023 03.07.2023 at
No. I at Chandrawal water works - II. Rate 2023 _DJB 243389 1 330 PM
The tender is available at the E-Portal website: https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in Sd/-
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) (Kuldeep Yadav)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 76 (2023-24) EE (E&M) I

%= TUMKUR CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS SOCIETIES UNION LTD.,

! N.H. - 206, B.H. ROAD, MALLASANDRA, TUMKUR - 572 107.
ssm=* Phone: 0816-2206297/142/490/46 Email:tmupur99@gmail.com Fax: 0816-2206760

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDERS (Tender Notification only through E-procurement)

Tumkur Co-operative Milk Producers Societies Union Ltd., Tumkur invites E-Procurement tenders two cover system
(Technical & Financial bid) from eligible tenderers for the listed below:

Sl. E-Procurement . . E.M.D
No. Tender No. & Date Materials Details Amount Rs.
Co-Packing Of Milk, Curd And Butter Milk (Inclusive Of Processing,
Pasteurization, Standardization, Homogenization, Packing, Refrigeration,
KMF/2023-24/SE0036
| Date:14-06-2023 Storage And Dispatch) facilities to Tumkur Milk Union for Nandini Milk, Curd | 48,00,000-00
' and Butter Milk on biennial rate contract basis (period of Two years) at
Mumbai

1. Tender Schedule Downloading Date: From 19-06-2023 to 04-07-2023/ 2.00 P.M.
2. Last Date for Submission Of Tender: 04-07-2023/ 2.00 P.M.
3. Time & Date of Opening of Technical Tender Bid (cover 1): 05-07-2023/ 2.30 P.M.

4. Web Site Address For E-tender: www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in For Tumkur Co-operative Milk Union Ltd.

MANAGING DIRECTOR

===l EQUITAS SMALL FINANCE BANK LTD
Eq ] |E ds (FORMERLY KNOWN AS EQUITAS FINANCE LTD)

i mesrsasn | Registered Office: No.769, Spencer Plaza, 4th Floor, Phase-ll, Anna Salai, Chennai, TN - 600 002.
# 044-42995000, 044-42995050

SALE NOTICE FOR THE SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for the sale ofimmovable assets under SARFAESI Act, 2002, R/w rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers, Co borrowers and Guarantors that the below described
immovable property mortgaged to the Secured creditor, the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Equitas
Small Finance Bank Ltd., will be sold on 12-07-2023 “AS IS WHERE IS” “AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION” for recovery of below mentioned amount
due to Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd., from the following borrowers.

Borrower/s & Guarantor/s Name &
Address Total Due + Interest from

1.Mr. Vinod Shivaji Jagatap, S/o Mr. Shivaji,

2.Mrs. Vaishali Vinod Jagatap,

W/o Mr. Vinod Shivaji Jagatap, (Both are residing at
No. Manilalal Dada nagar, Itana Ward th Pusad Dist,
Yavatmal, Pusad, Maharashtra-445204).

Loan Account No.- SEPUSAD0265903 Claim Amount
Due Rs.1302292/- as on 02.07.2021 with further
interest from 03.07.2021 with monthly rest, charges
and costs etc., (Total Outstanding being Rs. 1997548/-
ason 13.06.2023).

Description of Secured Asset
(Immovable Property)

All that piece and parcel of land bearing layout converted Plot No.25, Old Property No.
121,Admeasuring 1614 Sq.ft (i.e. 150 Sq. Mtrs.) Situated at Mouza- warud, out of Field
Survey No.20/2-C within the limits of Grampanchayat, Warud,, Tq. Pusad, Dist. Yavatmal
.North by : Plot No.26, South by: Plot No.24, East by: 9 Mtrs. Layout Road, West by: Field
of Mr. Tetar. Measurement : 1614 Sq.ft. Situated at within the Sub-Registration District of
Pusad and Registration District of Yavatmal. of Kancheepuram. Together with all buildings
and structure attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to earth,
both presentand future and all easamentary / mamool rights annexed thereto.

Reserve Price: Rs.950000/- Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 95000/

Contact Names: Sagar Chandanshive : 9762651010, Vivek Aushal : 9011460034

Date of Auction: 12-07-2023
For detailed terms and conditions of the E-Auction sale, please refer to the link provided in
www.equitasbank.com & https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net

Date : 23.06.2023
Place: Yavatmal

Authorized Officer-
Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd

Central Bank Of India

| |POSSESSION NOTICE under {RULE 8(1)}SARFAESI Rule] |

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Central Bank of India under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(2) and 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 issued a demand notice dated mentioned on
below column calling upon the Borrower/Guarantor to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being and interest thereon and
other charges within 60 days from-the date of receipt of the said Notice.

The Borrower/Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Guarantor and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of power conferred
on him under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules.

The Borrower/Guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property/ies will be subject to charge of the Central Bank of India, for the amount mentioned below and Interest thereon
and charges/cost etc.

Your attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the
secured assets.

Date of
Possession &
Types of Possession

Date of
Demand Notice &
Amount 0/S. (Rs.)

17.06.2023

17/03/2023
Symbolic Possession
Rs. 2,65,149.30/-

and interest
thereon.

sr.| Name of

Branch

Borrower &
Name

No. "Guarantor

1. Mr. Mahadeo
Banduji Mohadikar
(Borrower) & Mr.
Akash Mahadeo
Mohadikar
(Co-Borrower),

Description of Inmovable Property

Maska [All that part and parcel of the property
Bf:,t,l(',h consisting Plot No. 895 admeasuring 55.74 Sq.
Mtr (600 Sq. Ft), Sakkardara Street Scheme NIT
Kh. No. 25, 27/2, Mouza - Bidipeth, Ward No. 20,
Division - South Tah. & Dist. Nagpur BOUNDED

BY: NORTH:- Plot No. 894, EAST :- Plot No. 900,

e
TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED ==
Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu
Ph: 04324-277001 (10 Lines), Extn : 4402 /4404, E-mail: pmd4@tnpl.co.in
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

S.No Packages Issue date [ Due date
Design, Engineering, Manufacture, Supply, Erection,
Testing, Commissioning and Fulfillment of
1 | Performance Guarantees of One (1) No. AFBC Power| 28.06.23 | 07.08.23
Boiler of 125 tph at TNPL Unit-I

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website & NIC Portal only. Detailed Terms &
conditions are available in tender document at our websites : www.tnpl.com /
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR/3195/Tender/2023

‘Bengewen HLIE SSHATD JLBESMD sngeven Lfibg sAsHmb UepLLGUMD'

Regd. Office: HDFC Bank Ltd, HDFC | Branch Office: RPM, HDFC Bank Ltd.,

| HDFC BANK Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, 3rd Floor, Land Mark Building, Gorakshan

We understand your world Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 400013. Road, Old IT Squair, Akola 444 001.

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Immovable Properties Taken over, under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002, for sale on “as is where is & what is there is basis”.

Names of the Borrowers / %‘3‘?:?:333335 Location & Details of [ Reserve | Dateof | Date(s)ofE-
Guarantor and Loan Alc No. | “(securedpebyj | Immovable Property | Price | inspection| Auction &Timing
1) Krishna Sales Corporation, Shop No. Rs. Dreemland Business Rs. 07/07/2023 |12/07/2023
03, Wing 'A", Building No.05, Dreemland |  72,48,211/- | Park, Wing “A”, Building | 64,75,464/- At 11.00 AM
Business Park, Morshi Road, Maoje as on No. 05, Shop No. 03, At BETWEEN to
Borgaon Pargane, Nandgaonpeth, 28/08/2020. | Nandgaon, Borgaon| EMD 12.00 NOON
Tq. & Dist. Amravati. Pargane, Morshi Road, Rs. 11.00 AM with
2) Prakash Rajkumar Chimnani, Nandgaon Peth , Tq. &| 6 47,546/- to unlimited
1) Sakkarsath Javahar Gate, Nr. Petrol Dist. Amravati-444 901. 2.00 PM extension

Pump, Shani Mandir, Amravati. of
2) Line No. 01, Nr. Mithu Chakki, Rampuri 5 Mins.
Camp., Shivaji Nagar, Amravati.
3) Simarani Rajkumar Chimnani,
Line No. 01, Nr. Mithu Chakki, Rampuri
Camp., Shivaji Nagar, Amravati.
(loan A/c No. 83332733)

*with further interest as applicable ,incidental expenses costs, charges etc. incurred till the date of payment and/ or realisation.
NB: To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer (A.O. ) of HDFC Bank Ltd., there are no encumbrances.

The particulars in respect of the secured assets specified hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the
undersigned, who, however shall not be responsible for any error, misstatement or omission in the said particulars. The tenderer(s) /
prospective purchaser(s) are, therefore requested in their own interests, to satisfy himself/ themselves with regard to the above and the
other relevant details pertaining to the abovementioned property / properties, before submitting the tenders.

Terms & Conditions of Sale:- (1) Sale is strictly subject to the terms & conditions stipulated in the prescribed Tender Document /
E-Bidding catalogue and in this notice. Further details of the immovable properties / secured assets and Tender Documents /
Online Auction Catalogue can be collected / obtained from the Authorized Officer of HDFC Bank Ltd. at Retail PortFolio
Management., 3rd Floor, Land Mark Building, Gorakshan Road, Old IT Squair, Akola. 444001 on any working day or can be
downloaded from https://hdfchank.auctiontiger.net . Properties are available for inspection on the date(s) and time mentioned above
incolumn. (2) Sealed tenders ( in the prescribed tender documents / E-bidding catalogue only ) along with 10% of the offer amount
towards Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be deposited in the office HDFC Bank Ltd. at Retail PortFolio Management., 3rd
Floor, Land Mark Building, Gorakshan Road, Old IT Squair, Akola. 444001 on or before 07/07/2023 till 5 PM. Payments should be
made only by demand drafts/pay orders drawn on a scheduled bank in favour of “HDFC BANK LTD.” payable at par at Akola. Tenders
that are not duly filled up or tenders not accompanied by the EMD or tenders received after the above date prescribed herein will not be
considered / treated as valid tenders, and shall accordingly be rejected. The date of E-auction and time mentioned herein above in
column. (2) (1) The bid incremental values for said property will be Rs. 50,000/-. (3) Documents: along with tender documents / e-
bidding catalogue the tenderer/s should also attach copy of his / her photo identity proof such as copy of the passport, election
commission card, driving license, copy of the PAN Card issued by the Income Tax Department, Aadhar Card etc. Please note that proof
ofresidence countersigned by the tenderer/ offerer herself/ himself also needs to be provided. (4) The Borrower(S) / Mortgagor(S),
Guarantor(S) of the Immovable Properties/Secured Assets may, if they so desire, give/sponsor their Best Possible Valid Offer(s) for the
immovable properties/secured assets offered for sale provided that the terms and conditions of sale are duly complied with. (5) T h e
tenderers / prospective purchasers will be given an opportunity to increase / improve their offer/s during online auction. The additional
terms and conditions for tenderers/prospective purchasers participating in online auction are : (A) e-Procurement Technologies Limited
(Auction Tiger) Is Assisting The Authorized Officer In Conducting The Online Auction. (B) Detailed Terms And Condition For Participating
In The Online Auction, Format, Application, Declaration, etc, Can Be Downloaded From Website https:/hdfcbank.auctiontiger.net. (C)
Upon Receipt of The Necessary Documents As Mentioned Above Within The Stipulated Date and time, a Password / User ID will be
provided by M/s. E-procurement technologies limited to Eligible Tenderers/Prospective Purchasers To Participate In The Online Auction
at https:/hdfcbank.auctiontiger.net. Necessary trainings will be provided by M/s. E-procurement technologies limited for the purpose.
(6) Statutory dues like property taxes/cess and / or builder / society dues, contribution to building repair funds, transfer charges, any
other taxes etc. should be ascertained by the tenderer(s) / offerer(s) / prospective purchaser(s) and the same shall be borne and paid by
the purchaser. The stamp duty, legal charges, registration charges and GST if any as applicable in respect of the sale certificate to be
executed shall be paid by the purchaser alone. (7) The person declared to be the purchaser shall, immediately after such declaration,
deposit 25% of the amount of purchase money to the 'Authorised Officer'immediately and remaining 75% to be deposited within 15 days
from the date of auction date, in default of such deposit, the property shall forthwith be put up again and resold.

In case of any difficulty in obtaining Tender Documents/e-bidding catalogue or Inspection of the Inmovable Properties /
Secured Assets and for queries, Please Contact Concerned Officials of HDFC BANK LTD., Mr. Sunil Kumthekar on
9371619596, Mr. Sachin Bochare on 9850522233 or Email: sunil.kumthekar@hdfcbank.com , sachin.bochare@hdfcbank.com
and Officials of M/s. e-Procurement Technologies Limited ( Auction Tiger ), Ahmedabad. Bidder Support Numbers:
9265562821, 079 61200594 / 598 / 568 / 587 / 538, Email : gujarat@auctiontiger.net and chintan.bhatt@auctiontiger.net
HDFC Bank reserves its right to accept or to reject highest and/or all offer/s and to cancel entire auction proceedings without assigning
any reasons.

THIS NOTICE SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED AS 30 DAYS NOTICE TO THE BORROWER / MORTGAGER UNDER RULE 8(6)
OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULE, 2002.

Date: 22/06/2023  Place: Akola.

b

-

Sd/- =
Authorised Officer, HDFC Bank Ltd. &

ADITYA BIRLA
CAPITAL

FROTECTING INWVESTING FINANCING ADVISING

Registered Office: Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat 362266
Branch Office: Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited, 1st Floor, Lohia Jain Arcade, S. No. 106, Near Charturshrungi Temple,
Senapati Bapat Road- Pune- 411016. 1.ABHFL: Authorized Officer Mr. Sandeep Tiwari; Contact No- 9764447088, Jignesh Jadhav:
Contact: 9823271213, Chirag Lokhande; Contact: 9773758208. 2.Auction Service Provider (ASP):- M/s. Globe Tech Infosystems Private Limited -
Mr. Samir Chakravorty; Contact No. +91 9810029933, +91 1244470855, email id- CARE@BestAuctionDeal.com

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Asset(s) under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Whereas the Authorized Officer of Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited/Secured Creditor has taken possession of the following Secured
assets pursuant to notice issued under Sec. 13 (2) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI) for recovery of the secured debts of the secured creditor, for the dues as mentioned herein below with
further charges and cost thereon from the following Borrowers and Co-Borrowers. Notice is hereby given to the Public in general and in
particular to the Borrowers and Co-Borrowers that e-auction of the following property for realization of the debts due to the Aditya Birla
Housing Finance Limited will be held on “As is where is”, “As is what is” Basis.

34696095 & 34705886. amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited)

SHRI SAMARTH SHIKSHAN SANSTHA, AHERI

CHINTAMANI COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE, GONDPIPRI

TAH. GONDPIPRI DIST. CHANDRAPUR-442702 (M.S.)
(Recognized by Govt. of Maharashtra & Affiliated to Gondwana University, Gadchiroli)
(Granted)

WANTED

Applications are invited for the following post of Assistant Professor

Sr.No.| Subject No. of Posts | Nature of Posts | Category
1. Physics 01 Full Time S.C.- 01
2. Botany 01 Full Time ST.-01
3. Zoology 01 Full Time 0.8.C.-01

Pay Scale : - As per UGC/Govt. of Maharashtra Rules.

Educational Qualification: - The Candidates should have following Qualification.

1. Good Academic record with at least 55% of marks or an equivalent grade of Binthe 7
point scale with latter grades 0.A.B.C.D.E. & F. at the master’s degree level in the
relevant subject from an Indian University or equivalent degree from a foreign
University.

2. Besides fulfilling the above qualification, candidates should have cleared the
NET or SET.

Notes :-

1. Relaxation of 5% of the marks i.e. from 55% to 50% at the Master’s Degree may be
provided to the SC/ST category candidates.

2. Relaxation of 5% of the marks i.e. from 55% to 50% at the Master’s Degree may be
provided to the Ph.D. degree holders who have passed their Master’s degree prior to
19th September 1991.

3. Relaxation of 5% of the marks i.e. from 55% to 50% of the marks at the Master’s
Degree level be provided to the physically and visually handicapped candidates.

4. NET or SET shall remain the minimum eligibility condition for requirement of lecturer
in University/college/Institution provided however that condition who are have been
awarded Ph.D. degree in compliance of University Grants Commission (minimum
standard and procedure for appeared of Ph.D. Degree) regulation 2009 shall be
exempted from the requirement of the minimum eligibility condition of NET/SET for
recruitment and appointment of lecturer of equivalent position in
University/College/Institute NET/SET shall not be required for such master’s
programmers in disciplines for which there is no NET/SET.

. Those who are already in service shall submit their application through their
employer, along with No Objection Certificate from employer.

. Educational qualification for recruitment is as per U.G.C. State Govt. & Gondwana
University Gadchiroli Rules & Regulation prevailing at present and as may be revised
fromtime totime.

. The vacant post is being filled subject to the decision of Hon. High Court,
Aurangabad Bench Petition No. 12051/2015

Complete application form with attested Xerox copies of all relevant documents along with
phone/mobile No., E-mail Id, two passport size photo and Demand Draft/Postal Order of Rs.
1000/- in favor of Principal Chintamani College of Arts & Science, Gondpipri Payable at
Gondpipri should reach to the President/Secretary Shri Samarth Shikshan Sanstha, Aheri, C/o,
Chintamani College of Arts & Science, Near Govt. Tribal Boy’s Hostel, Chandrapur Road,
Gondpipri Ta. Gondpipri Dist. Chandrapur — 442702 (M.S.) within 15 days from the date of
publication of this advertisement

No T.A./D.A. will be paid to attend the Interview.

[<2 B, ]

-

Sd/- Sd/-
Dr. M.N. Giriya Swapnil Dontulwar
Principal Secretary

Chintamani College of Art & Science,
Gondpipri, Dist. Chandrapur (M.S.)

Shri Samarth Shikshan Sanstha, Aheri
Ta. Aheri Dist. Gadchiroli (M.S.)
SPECTRUM

WEST :-Road, SOUTH:- Plot No. 896 Name of the
PLACE : NAGPUR ] ] - Sr. Borrowers Description of Properties /| Amount as per Reserve EMD Last EMD| Inspection | Date of
DATE : 17/06/2023 (Authorised Officer, Central Bank of India) No| & Co-Borrwers Secured Assets: Demand Notice Price Date | pate & Time| E-Auction
1| Sunil Navanath | All That Piece And Parcel Of INR 23,79,945/- | INR 15,41,808/- | INR 1,54,181/- | 11-07-2023| 10-07-2023 | 12:07-2023,
- - — Langote, Flat 419, 4th Floor,| (Rupees Twenty | (Rupees Fifteen | (Rupees One between
Morizar Oswar el Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited Akshaya Sunil |Admeasuing 623 S Pt Three Lac | Lacs Forty One | Lao ity Four 11:00 am
===t 0= [FOY NN Regd. Office: Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road, Langote, | peitd (0 ed On| Seventy Nine | Thousand Eight | Thousand One to
Opp. Parel ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai - 400 025, Tel: (022) 47189999 Mahalxmi s g No. 256/3 & 256/4 Thousand Nine | Hundredand | Hundred and 04:00 pm.
Website: www.motilaloswalhf.com, Email: hf @motilaloswal.com . urvey No. Hundred Fort Eight Only) Eighty One
o Construction |Final Plot No. 267/3/4| MU" Y gntonly gnty
DEMAND NOTICE And Services. |Situated At Rakshewadi Off| _Five Only) only).
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13 (2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS Pune Nashik Hwy At Rajgurunagar Tehsil Khed, Pune 410505 And Bounded As: East: Flat No. 401, West: Flat No. 418,
AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT. 2002 North: Passage, South: ide Margin
Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and enforcement of Security Interest — ——
Act. 2002 (the said Act) read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules. 2002 (the said Rule) In exercise 2 Shirish All That Piece And Parcel Of INR INR INR 4,70,257/- | 11-07-2023 | 10-07-2023 | 12:07-2023
of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of said Rule, the authorized officer has issued Balasaheb Flat No. 303, Admeauring| 66,37,289.43/- | 47,02,567.50/- | (Rupees Four between
Demand notices qnder Section 13(2). of the said Act: caIIling upon the Borrower(s)A/ Co—.borrowers, Guarantor/s to repay the Sangle and 64.29 Sq. Mtlrs. (LE 692 3}1- (Rupees Sixty | (Rupees Forty | Lacs Seventy 11:00 am
loan amount mentioned in the respective demand notices issued to them. In connection with above notice is hereby given once | Ft)CarpetSituated On Third Six Lakh Thirty | Seven Lacs Two | Thousand Two to
again to all the parties to pay within 60 days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together Vandana Shirish | Fioor Of The Building No. ‘D’ Y i
with further interest from the date(s) of Demand Notice till the date of payment. The detail of the Borrower(s) amount dues on Sangleand |In The Scheme Named Seven Thousand Five | Hundred and 04:00 pm.
date of Demand Notice and Security offered towards repayment of loan amount are as under:- Jabez Sunflower Being Constructed| Thousand Two | Hundred Sixty | Fifty Seven
Sr. | Loan Agreement No./Name of the Demand Notice Description of secured asset(s) Enterprises. Upon The Plots Described In| Hundred Eighty | Seven and Fifty only).
No. | Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s),Co- Date and Amount (Immovable Property/ies) Scedules Above Alongwith| Nine and Forty | Paisa Only)
N Terrace And Dry Terrace )
Applicant Name/Guarantor Name Adjoining Flat No. 303 Three Paise Only)
1 LXAMR00418-190071802 / 08-Jun-23/Rs.964226/- | Plot No. 107, S NO 290/3, 291/2/A, 291/3 Admeasuring 9.38 Sq. Mtrs. (L.E., 101 Sg. Ft.) In Building “D” Constructed On Survey No. 26 Hissa No. 2a (Old Survey
Dinesh Yashwant Shahane (Rupees Nine Lac Sixty | ,Shivnagri, Mouza- Tiwasa, Dist- Amravati, No. 11) And Survey No. 26 Hissa No. 2b + 2b/1 (Old Survey No. 11/2), Situated At Village-Kondhwa Budruk, Tal. - Haveli,
Hu:grl:erdTpv(::ﬁ?yngil—Mgnly) Amravati, Maharashtra 444903. Dist.- Pune And BoundedAs: East: Entrance, West: Duct & Open Space, North: Road, South: Adj. FlatNo. 304 & Duct
> LXAMRO00316-170041811 08-Jun-23/Rs.655231.4/- | Malmatta No.152, Ward No -2, Grampanchayat 3 Santosh Qllleal P-iichn;PaBjelEf INR 39,33,8?0/- INR 30,30,7.50/- INR 3,03,075/- | 11-07-2023 | 10-07-2023 | 12-07-2023
| Vijaya Satishrao Adhau/ | (Rupees Six Lac Fifty Five |Taroda, Tah-Morshi, Dist.amravati,  Dist Prakash Birmal | Residential Flat No. 04 (As| (Rupees Thirty | (Rupees Thirty | (Rupees Three between
Satish Sadashivrao Adhau Thousand Two Hundred | Amravati, Amravati Maharashtra 444905. And Shibani | e Site Flat No. 202), 2nd | Nine Lakh Thirty | Lacs Thirty | Lacs Three 11:00 am
Thirty One and Forty Paise) Santosh Birmal. ;Igo; SA'Q%ZZSEE;V%;?; Three Thousand | Thousand | Thousand and to
3 LXBHA00316-170041060 / 06-Jun-23/Rs.1012264/- | Plot No/ 23 Gat No/ 120/03/54 New Sai Nagar e 9 7957| cioht Hundred | Seven Hundred | Seventy Five 04:00 pm.
Moreshwar Motiram Zanzad / (Rupees Ten Lac Twelve | Nr/ Taj Petrol Pump Khat Road Khokarla Tah/ & Sq. Mtrs., Carpet Area Fifty Only) | and Fifty Only) only)
Nogesh Moreshwar Zanzad/ Thousand Two Hundred | Dist Bhandara 441904 Bhandara Maharashtra Along With Adjoining y ony, y iy Y-
Shakuntala Moreshwar Zanzad/ Sixty Four Only) Terrace Of 7.84 Sq. Mtrs. Bearing No. 202 To Be Situated On The Second Floor, In The Building Viz. Sindhu Purva
Rinku Rakesh Wadhai i Being Constructed On All That Piece And Parcel Of Non-Agricultural Land Admeasuring About 500 Sq. Mtrs., Out Of
4 LXBUL00116-170050051 / 08-Jun-23/Rs.1051327/- | Plot No0.23, Srno.59, Mz-Deulgaon Raja, Totally Admeasuring About 1500 Sq. Mtrs., Bearing Survey No. 54 Hissa No. 4 (Old Survey No. 87) Of The Village
Madhukar Narayan Ghonge / | (Rupees Ten Lac Fifty One | Buldhana, Maharashtra 443204. Undri, Taluka Haveli, District Pune, Lying And Situate Within The Registration District Of Pune The Registration Sub-
Sunita Madhukar Ghonge Thf%usa”td ghfee "(')Ufl‘d’ed District Of Taluka Haveli, The Revenue Limits Of The Tahsil Haveli And Situate Within The Limits Of The Pune
wenty Seven Only) Municipal Corporation, Near Dynamic Grandeur, Wadachi Wadi Road, Undri, Pune, Maharashtra, And Bounded As:
5 ML)|(1YAV\23"111 ?-1 7(‘)’:’)305%-’;(/ (%G-JU"-ZS/RS-11L515§%/- E'Ot N19»|' 1 g\liart), S/:\r N% - ‘110/\1,\} F;ani Sat‘irNhaglag East: Open Space, West: Staircase And F.No. 201, North: Colony Road, South: Open Space
ohan Vitthalrao Warzadkar upees Eleven Lac Fifty ear Tulaja Nagar, Arni Road, Wadgaon, Tahsi -
| Vaishali Mohan Varzadkar/ | One Thousand Five Hundred | District - Yavatmal, Maharashtra - 445001 4 Jitendra /.i_\ﬂ Tgat Part Agd Parcel 8; INR 16,07,182/- INR INR 1,07,345/- | 11-07-2023 10-07-2023 | 1207-2023
Vimalabai Vitthal Warzadkar/ Twenty Six Only) Rameshrao he Property Consisting (Rupees 10,73,452.50- | (Rupees One between
Arpi ; ) Situated At “flat No. 13,| . (Rupees Ten
pita Mohan Warzadkar(Minor) Suryawansi and | Dreams Nivara Phase- Ii 3rd| Sixteen Lakh(s) P Lac Seven 11:00 am
6 | LXGON00317-180064464 / 06-Jun-23/Rs.298166/- | All That Piece And Parcel Of The Property Address — Phula Bai. | Floor, Wing B, Building No. Seven lacs Seventy |1y 5anq Three to
Pritpal Singh Chanchal Singh | (Rupees Two Lac Ninety | T.s. No.30, Gat No.98, Thak No.92, Mouza Fulchur, 2, Type - R, Opp.” To| Thousand One Three Thousand Hundred and 04:00 pm
Goraya / Chanchalsingh Eight Thousand One Near Politechnic College, Sales Tax Colony, Tah. Prayagdham , Gat No. ) Four Hundred . ) '
Gyansingh Goraya Hundred Sixty Six Only) | And Dist. - Gondia, Maharahshtra-441601 East:- 528(p) & 529, Koregaon Mul Hundred Eighty | Fifty Two ang |Forty Five only).
15 Ft. Road, West:- 3 Ft. Gally, North :- Land Of Tal Haveli, Pune,| TwoOnly) |Fifty Paisa Only)
Others, South :- Land Of Others Maharashtra, India—412202

7 LXMYS00217-180067450
/ Ravi Subbanna / Mani
Cikkadevanayaka

08-Jun-23/Rs.231413/-
(Rupees Two Lac Thirty One
Thousand Four Hundred
Thirteen Only)

21-Apr-23/Rs.2431791/-
(Rupees Twenty Four Lakh
Thirty One Thousand Seven
Hundred Ninety One Only)

21-Apr-23/Rs.2431791/-
(Rupees Twenty Four Lakh
Thirty One Thousand Seven
Hundred Ninety One Only)

08-Jun-23/Rs.528815/-
(Rupees Five Lac Twenty

Eight Thousand Eight

Hundred Fifteen Only)

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to MOHFL as aforesaid MOHFL shall proceed against the above secured
assets Under Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risk of the said Borrowers as to the cost
and consequences. The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether
by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of MOHFL. Any person who contravenes or abates
contravention of the provision of the said Act or Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment and / or penalty
as provided under the Act. sl

Authorized Officer,

No.3544, L-5/A, Javarati Beedi, Veerangere,
Lashkar Mohalla, Nr Hotel Bs International,
Mysore, Karnataka 570001.

8 LXNAG00315-160021283
I Kishor Gulabraoji Raut /
Savita Kishor Raut

Plot No 46, Mouza Godhani, Ph.no.12,
Kh.no.149, Vainkatesh Nagar, Nr T.m. Wilkenson
School, Godhni, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440030

9 LXNAG00316-170037768
I Kishor Gulabraoji Raut /
Savita Kishor Raut

Plot No 46, Mouza Godhani, Ph.no.12,
Kh.no.149, Vainkatesh Nagar, Nr T.m. Wilkenson
School, Godhni, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440030

10 LXWAS00316-170042100 /
Satish Aroon Ghardinkar /
Arun Mukunda Ghardinkar

Plot No-17, (Pt) Gandhi Nagar, Karanja, Dist-
Washim, Washim Maharashtra 444105.

Place : Maharashtra

Date :23.06.2023 (Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited)

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited/Secured
Creditor’s website i.e. https://homefinance.adityabirlacapital.com/properties-for-auction-under-sarfaesi-act or
https://BestAuctionDeal.com

Date: Date: 23-06-2023, Place: Pune

Sd/- Authorized Officer - Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited
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Uddhav, Pawar to attend
Opposition meet in Patna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

Shiv Sena (UBT) president
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday vis-
ited Patna in Bihar to attend the
Opposition leaders’ meeting
convened by Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

"All opposition leaders are
meeting Patna on Friday. Uddhav
jiwill also be there, along with
Sonia ji, Rahul ji, Pawar ji, Nitish
Kumar ji. All these leaders are
stalwarts and we will abide by
whatever decision they take and
will work sincerely to secure vic-
tory," Sena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant said.

Nitish Kumar has convened
the meeting to forge unity
among Opposition parties and
chalk out a joint strategy to take
on Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)in
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

According to the party func-
tionary, Uddhav will leave for
Patna on Friday at 8 am in a pri-
vate jet and will meet Nitish
Kumar at his residence around
10 am before attending the 11
am meeting.

Last month, Nitish Kumar
had met Uddhav Thackeray at
his Mumbai residence. "All like-
minded parties are coming to-
gether. Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
has taken a lead in this regard,"
Raut had said.

Inavillage in Aurangabad  T'ender invited for new Marina facility
for over 300 yachts at Princes dock

dist, Muslims

to celebrate

Bakrid only after Ekadashi

Aurangabad: Setting an example
of communal harmony, the
Muslim community in a village
in Aurangabad district have de-
cided to defer Bakri Eid celebra-
tions by a day as it coincides
with Ashadhi Ekadashi, officials
said on Thursday.

Every year, thousands of pil-
grims visit the Vitthal temple at
Pandharpur, nearly 15 km from
the district headquarters, be-
sides the Waluyj Industrial area
on Ashadhi Ekadashi. This tem-
ple is different from the Vitthal
temple in Pandharpur of
Solapur district that draws lakhs
of devotees.

Considering that Ashadhi
Ekadashi and Bakri Eid fall on
June 29 this year, Aurangabad
police reached out to Vitthal
devotees and Muslims. The two
communities met on
Wednesday, officials said,
wherein Police Commissioner
Manoj Lohiya's idea of celebrat-
ing the two festivals on differ-
ent days was discussed, said a
release. Religious leaders and
Muslims unanimously agreed
to celebrate Bakrid on June 30,
the next day. “They also agreed
to facilitate pilgrims visiting
Pandharpur,” the press release
said. PTI

SWEETY ADIMULAM
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

THE MUMBAI Port Authority
(MbPA) has floated a fresh tender
for the construction of the Marina
project at Princes Dock, with an
estimated costof Rs 575 crore. The
last date for bids submission is
July 24 this year, said officials.
The MbPA is carrying out the
proposed project on the Public
Private Partnership (PPP) model,
wherein the appointed conces-
sionaire has to design-build-fi-
nance —i.e.design, construct,and
fully or partially finance and op-

The new Marina facility will accomodate 300 yachts and
entails a Rs 690-crore licence fee for 45 years. Express

period for the construction of
Marina — which will be a facility
for keepingyachts —is 30 months,
said officials.

The yachts are presently seen
at Mumbai harbour, opposite
Gateway of India. The projectaims
at decongesting the harbour.

Rajeev Jalota, chairman of
MDPA, said the upcoming marina
has nothing to do with passenger
ferry service per se.

"The pleasure yachts, which
are there (gateway of India), can
come here, and especially during
monsoon, there is noresting place
for yachts.

So, yachts are parked across

erate the Marina for 45 years.

Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,and other

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

E-tenders are invited for the supply of following items
(1) 76865 - 10 Way L.V. Distribution Pillar, (2) 76867 - 6 Way L.V.
Distribution Pillar, (3) 76662 - Hiring of Single Deck AC Electric
Buses (with Subsidy) & (without Subsidy),

Re — invited e-tender

(4) 76660.

Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in
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3 GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
{4} OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
oz A RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BOLANGIR

e-Procurement Notice

=

.|Name of work : |Periodical Maintenance of 5 years
completed PMGSY work such as
providing SDBC for the year 2023-24

(Annexure-B)

2. |No. of work : |9 (Nine) road works.

3.|Time for completion varies from | : |3 (Three) calender months

According to an official from
MDbPA, the upcoming Marina
will provide a parking facility for
300 yachts at the Princes Dock.
Since the project will be taken up
in PPP model, the appointed con-
cessionaire will have to pay the li-
cence fee of Rs 690 crore (equiva-
lent to land value of that area).

"The selected concessionaire
need notbe required to pay the li-
cence fee at one go (upfront pay-

ment), but after the completion of
four years, it has to pay the fee
every year, till 45 years in tranches.
Since the first four years will be the
construction period, the burden
of payment of licence fee has not
been put on the agency," said the
official.

Meanwhile, the MbPA has
been publicising the proposed
project site with its close prox-
imity to the Eastern Expressway

— having 25-metre-wide road
from all three sides, BEST power
supply plant, 300 car parking
space readily available— to at-
tract agencies for construction of
the project. Besides, itis just seven
kilometres from the upcoming
Sewri Mumbai Trans Harbour
Sealink take-off point.

The revised project cost of
Marine has been pegged atRs 575
crore — Rs 200 crore more com-

Bank of India XX

Relationship beyond banking

1162/6, Shivajinagar, University Road,
Pune - 05. Ph.: 020-25532220 / 25535421
Email : Pune.GOD@bankofindia.co.in

Pune Zonal Office :

pared to the previous tender,
whichwas floated in 2019. Thein-
creaseinthe costisduetoahikein
construction costand more com-
mercial space offered for the
same, the official added. The time

places. This could be overcomed
at Marina. Moreover, a dry dock
facility will be created — where
yachtsrepairing and a retrofitting
facility would also be available.
The new upcoming facility will
helpinthisregard," Jalota told the
The Indian Express. The official
added that Mumbai has always
been a good place for yachting.
Sailors, representing Asian Games,
used to come from Mumbai, but
today, with no such facility avail-
able, the activity has completely
stopped. With the construction of
the new Marina project, sports
canbe revived from Mumbai, ex-
pressed the official.

Public Notice

Under the guidance of Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Bank of India has
launched a campaign “100 Days 100 Pays” from June 01, 2023 to
Sept 08, 2023 (100 Days) to trace, ascertain and settle the
‘Unclaimed Deposits' (deposit amount which is transferred to RBI DEA
Fund) of our bank to their rightful owners / claimants. Related customers
are requested to contact your BOI Branch for more details, account
operation and claim settlement with KYC (Aadhar Card, PAN Card etc.) &
required necessary documents.

Date : 23/06/2023
Place : Pune

Sd/-
Zonal Manager, Pune Zone

4.|Approximate estimated cost

varies from " |Rs. 134.66 lakhs to Rs. 316.78 lakhs

5.|Mode of Submission of tender : | Tender should be submitted online in

www.tendersodisha.gov.in

6. |Other details are as follow

FATAT AANE J& AT, WofHofdo TN AQR

ShHih:- T3/ TRA/A.H./2023-24/S1-406 feAt: 13-6-23

ITCqehRTeA fafeer gemT wEa 13/ Hunsiwere-110 ) (Batch-I1)/2022-23

Procurement Bid Availability of Tender| Last date Date & time of
Officer |ldentification| on line for bidding |and time of | opening of tender
No. seeking - n 0
From To tender Tech.nlcal Flnapclal
clarification Bid .
Chief BLGR-  |03.07.2023(18.07.2023| 17.07.2023 [19.07.2023 | The date will
Construction Online- at upto upto 5.00 at be intimated
Engineer, | 07/2023-24 |11.00 AM.| 5.00 PM. PM. 11.00 AM. to the
R.W. Circle, technically
Bolangir qualified
bidders later
on

® Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
® Any Corrigendum/ Addendum will be displayed in the above e tender website only.
Sd/- D.K. Seth

Chief Construction Engineer
R.W. Circle, Bolangir

OIPR- 25118/11/0008/2324

—

eOuitas

SMALL FINANCE BANKLTD

due to Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd., from the following borrowers.

EQUITAS SMALL FINANCE BANK LTD

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS EQUITAS FINANCE LTD)
Registered Office: No.769, Spencer Plaza, 4th Floor, Phase-ll, Anna Salai, Chennai, TN - 600 002.
# 044-42995000, 044-42995050

SALE NOTICE FOR THE SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for the sale ofimmovable assets under SARFAESI Act, 2002, Riw rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers, Co borrowers and Guarantors that the below described
immovable property mortgaged to the Secured creditor, the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Equitas
Small Finance Bank Ltd., will be sold on 12-07-2023 “AS IS WHERE IS” “AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION" for recovery of below mentioned amount

CENTRAL RAILWAY

SOLAPUR DIVISION
TENDER NOTICES

Divisional Railway Manager (Works),
Central Railway, Solapur On Behalf of
President of India, invites e-tender from
the reputed firms / contractor for the
following works: (1) Tender Notice No.
21-2023-North; Name of the Work:
Rendering services of officer's rest house

Borrower/s & Guarantor/s Name &
Address Total Due + Interest from

Description of Secured Asset
(Immovable Property)

& subordinate rest house at Sai Nagar
Shirdi station for two years. Approximate
Cost of the work: I 64,49,737.17

1.Mr. DhanajiNamadev Mulake,

S/o. Namadev Mulake,

2.Mrs. Satyashila Dhanaji Mulke,

W/o. Dhanaji Mulke

Both are residing at 24/1680, Shahapur, Solage Mala,
Ichalkaranji, Tal Hatkangale, Maharashtra—416121.
Loan Account No. SEICLKJ0188034: Amount Due
Rs.1682403/- as on 31-08-2019 as per Demand Notice
Uls. 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002, with further interest
from 01-09-2019 with monthly rest, charges and costs etc.,
(Total Outstanding being Rs. 3186126/- as on 13-06-2023)

All that piece and parcels of the property bearing K.Gat.No.322, Total area adm. H.02-
43R, outofitan areaadm. 188.47 Sq.Mtrs (i.e. 2028 Sq.Feet) within PartNo.15, along with
RCC construction onitandits Grampanchayat assessment list property No.4367, situated
at village Tardal, Tal:Hatakanangale, Dist: Kolhapur . North by: Property of Mr.Jadhav,
South by: Road, East by: Property of Part No.14, West by: Property of Mr.Prashant Khune
In Part No.15 Measurement: 2028 Sq.Feet Situated at within the Sub-Registration District
of Ichalkaranji and Registration District of Kolhapur. Together with all buildings and
structure attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to earth, both
presentand future and all easamentary/ mamool rights annexed thereto.

Reserve Price: Rs. 1440000/- & Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 144000/~

Contact Names: Sagar Chandanshive: 9762651010, Nitin Desai: 9923647673

Earnest Money: ¥ 1,39,000/-
Completion period of the work: 24
(Twenty Four) Months; Maintenance
Period: NIL; (2) Tender Notice No. 22-
2023-North; Name of the Work: (1)
Construction of CYM/AYM office at
Daund (2) Kurduwadi - Covered Shed
along with Store Room & Staff Room for
Road ART at Kurduwadi. Approximate
Cost of the work: I 1,44,27,223.34
Earnest Money: ¥ 2,22,100/-
Completion period of the work: 12

Date of Auction: 12-07-2023

For detailed terms and conditions of the E-Auction sale, please refer to the link provided in
www.equitasbank.com & https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net

(Twelve) Months Maintenance Period:
06 months or 01 monsoon whichever is
later Last date & Time of uploading
quoted tender on www.ireps.gov.in

Date : 23.06.2023
Place: Pune

: 14.07.2023 upto 15:00 hrs.
Date & Time of Opening of tender on
www.ireps.gov.in: 14.07.2023 at 15:30

Authorized Officer-
Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd

hrs. The prospective tenderers are

REGISTERED OFFICE: 4TH FLOOR, NARAYAN CHAMBERS, B/H. PATANG
HOTEL, ASHRAM RAOD, AHMEDABAD - 380 009.CONTACT PERSON: MR.
BHARAT J. BHATT, Mo. 9714199018

&

~=., MAS RURAL HOUSING & MORTGAGE FINANCE LTD. | APPENDIX - IV-A [SEE PROVISO TO RULE 8 (6)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE

advised to revisit the website frequently
before the date of closing of tender to
note any changes/corrigenda issued for
this tender. Website: www.ireps.gov.in

PROPERTIES APL s DRM (Works)

and without any recourse basis"” for realization of company's dues.

E-Auction Sale Notice of the Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of the Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below
described immovable property mortgaged / charged to the secured creditor i.e. MAS Rural Housing & Mortgage Finance
Ltd. The physical possession of which has been taken by the authorized officer of MAS Rural Housing & Mortgage Finance
Ltd. in the Loan Account No. 692 with aright to sale the same on "As is Where is, As is What is, And Whatever There is

Download UTS APP for tickets

CENTRAL RAILWAY
PUNE DIVISION

OPEN E-TENDER
NOTICE NO.CR-PA-ST-CN-2023-01,

1. BORROWER/S & GUARANTOR/S NAME & ADDRESS
2. TOTAL DUE + INTEREST

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY
2. A/C NO. FOR DEPOSITING EMD/OTHER AMOUNT

dated 21.06.2023
DY.CSTE(C)DR, Central Railway,
Dadar for and on behalf of President of

1. KAUTUKBHAI SUDHAKAR KARAJGAR (BORROWER),
JAYSHREEBEN SUDHAKAR KARAJGAR (CO-BORROWER)
BOTH RESIDING AT : 2545 C WARD, SHANIWAR PETH,
KOLHAPUR, MAHARASHTRA- 416002.

2. Amount Rs.15,31,450/- (RUPEES FIFTEEN LAKH THIRTY
ONE THOUSANDS FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY ONLY) as on
Date 26/12/2017 + INTEREST TILL THE DATE OF
REALIZATION AND COST, CHARGES AND OTHER
EXPENSES.

AHMEDABAD

1. ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF THE PROPERTY
BEARING RESIDENTIAL UNIT FLAT NO.B/03,
ADMEASURING 98.47 SQ. MTRS. SITUATED ON LAND
BEARING REVENUE SURVEY N0.1039/02, PLOT NO.06,
TOTAL ADMEASURING 650.81 SQ. MTRS. AT "A” WARD,
NEW VASHI NAKA, RADHANAGARI ROAD, TAL.
KARVEER & REGISTRATION DIST. AND SUB DISTRICT
KOLHAPUR, MAHARASHTRA.

2. ACCOUNT N0.503504040000003;

BANKNAME: UNION BANK OF INDIA;

IFSC CODE: UBIN0550353;

MICR CODE: 380026030;

BRANCH: INDUSTRIAL FINANCE BRANCH,

India, invites Open E-tenders through
website https://www.ireps.gov.in for
following works:- 1. Name of work:
Supply, installation, testing &
commissioning of indoor Signaling
equipments including Electronic
Interlocking System at Five stations
i.e. Daundaj, Nira, Lonand, Wathar
and Jarandeshwar in connection
with work of "Pune-Miraj doubling
work" in Pune division of Central
Railway. E-tender No: CR-PA-
ST-CN-2023-01, Cost of the work:
% 17,38,22,615.18/- Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD): ¥ 10,19,100/- Note:
(1) The prospective tenderers are
requested to visit the website

1. DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION
2. LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF EMD
3. DATE & TIME OF THE PROPERTY INSPECTION

1. RESERVE PRICE
2. EMD OF THE PROPERTY

https://www.ireps.gov.in for all the
details of tender from time to time
before the date of closing of submission
of tender to note any changes / updates

1) E-AUCTION DATE: 04.08.2023

11:00 AM TO 01:00 PM WITH FURTHER EXTENSION OF 5
MINUTES

2) LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF EMD WITH KYC
02.08.2023 - TILL 05:00 PM

3) DATE OF INSPECTION: ON 01.08.2023 — BETWEEN
10:00 AM TO 01:00 PMIST

THOUSAND ONLY)

HUNDRED ONLY)

1.RESERVE PRICE (IN INR):
RS.17,45,000/— (SEVENTEEN LACS FORTY FIVE

2.EMD AMOUNT (ININR):
RS.1,74,500/— (ONE LACS SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND FIVE

/ corrigenda if any. Tenderer should
participate electronically only. (2) The
above mentioned E-tender shall be
available for submission of bid from
30.06.2023 and up to 15:00 hrs on
14/07/2023 on the website
https:/lwww.ireps.gov.in (3) For any
enquiry, may contact at our office

recovered with interest and cost.

RURALHOUSING & MORTGAGE FINANCE LTD. website i.e. https://www.mrhmfl.co.in/

Place: Kolhapur
Date: 23.06.2023

STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

The borrowers / Guarantors are hereby notify to pay the sum as mentioned in the demand notice along with up to date interest and
ancillary expenses before the date of e-auction, failing which the property will be auctioned / sold and balance dues, if any, will be

For further detailed terms and conditions of Sale, please refer to the link https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net also available at MAS

MAS RURAL HOUSING & MORTGAGE FINANCE LTD.

address -Divisional Signal &
Telecommunication Engineer, 1% Floor,
Dy CE(C), Pune Office, Private Road,
Near Hotel Sheraton Grand (Old
Le-Meridien), Central Railway, Pune-
411001 or on Phone No. 020-
26105880/26105892.

Divisional Signaling & Telecommunication
VAPL/459 Engineer, Construction, Pune

Download UTS APP for tickets

Authorized Officer
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F. GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
{4 )7) OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BOLANGIR

e-Procurement Notice

: |Construction of Bridge works under BSY
for the Year 2023-24

: |3 (Three) bridge work.

1112 (Twelve) to 18 (Eighteen) calender
months

0-249

1.|Name of work

2. |No. of work

3. |Time for completion varies from

4.|Approximate estimated cost
varies from

5. |Mode of Submission of tender

“|Rs. 458.08 lakhs to Rs. 799.79 lakhs

: | Tender should be submitted online in
www.tendersodisha.gov.in

6. |Other details are as follow

Procurement Bid Availability of Tender |Last date and | pate & Time of opening
Officer | ldentification | o Jine for bidding time of of tender
Ho: From To s::'g:g Tech_nical Finapcial
Clarification |  Bid .
Chief BLGR-  |05.07.2023(20.07.2023 | 19.07.2023 |21.07.2023 | The date will
Construction Online- at upto upto 5.00 PM at be intimated
Engineer, | 08/2023-24 | 11.00AM. | 5.00 PM 11.00AM.| tothe
RW. Circle, technically
Bolangir qualified
bidders later
on

@ Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

® Any Corrigendum/ Addendum will be displayed in the above e tender website
only.

Sd/- D.K. Seth

Chief Construction Engineer

R.W. Circle, Bolangir

OIPR- 25118/11/0009/2324

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited for the “Proposed
Construction of Guruji Residency, Arrival
Lounge, Pradakshina Marg, Mahadwar and
Allied Works.” for Shree Datta Devasthan
Trust, Ahmednagar.”

The tender documents can be purchased from
Trust’s office, from 24/6/2023 till 10/7/2023, by
paying Rs. 10,000/-

Board of Trustee
Shri Datta Devsthan Trust,
Vedant Nagar, Manamad Road, Ahmednagar.

Tel: - 0241- 2424785 | 2423585
Email: - shridattakshetra@gmail.com

ARULMIGHU MARIAMMAN TEMPLE,
SAMAYAPURAM, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT - 621 112.

] Phone : 0431 -2670460, 9488275077 Email : symmariamman@gmail.com
Temple Website : https://samayapurammariamman.hrce.tn.gov.in

R.C.No. 3616 /1432 /C4 Dated. 22.06.2023

License to Collect Tonsured hair & License to sell Prasadam for fasali 1433
Samayapuram, Arulmighu Mariamman Temple and its sub temples
By E auction cum E Tender Advertisement

Name of the license & Period

S.No E - Deposit sum in Rupees

Rs. 50,00,000/-
(Rupees fifty lakh only)

Rs. 25,00,000/-
( Rupees Twenty Five lakh only)

License to Collect tonsured
from hair 01.07.2023 to 30.06.2024

License to sell Prasadam
from 01.08.2023 to 30.06.2024

1.

2.

* Those who want to participate in the e-auction cum e-tender for the above two items, to be
conducted by MSTC shall contact website at the address https://www.mstcecommerce.com and
register themselves with MSTC.

* E-Auction cum E-Tender Date : 25.07.2023. Time : 12.00 Noon.
* Uploading of Qualification documents by bidder with MSTC - Date : 21.07.2023 Time : 01.30 PM.

« Conditions for this license uploaded in http P i hrce.tn.gov.in and
https://www.mstcecommerce.com. For details or clarifications - MSTC contact mobile numbers :
9499054101, 9499054102, 9499054103, 9499054104 and 9444976359.

DIPR/ 3212 /TENDER/2023 S.Kalyani, M.L.
" Gongmen sLig AN SLEGEN sTsman UG s = Joint Commissioner / Executive Officer / Fit Person.
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Email :- eeshahpura.pwd@rajasthan.gov.in

HEEA F. 9983529510

NIB No. :- PWD2324A1034
UBN No:- PWD2324WSOB05352
DIPR/C/9059/2023
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Face authentification now
in PM-Kisan mobile app,
a first for Govt schemes

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

IN A first for any central welfare
scheme, the government
Thursday rolled out a face au-
thentification feature in the PM-
Kisan app, which will enable
beneficiary farmers to complete
their e-KYC process by just scan-
ning their face on mobile phones
instead of using one-time pass-
word or fingerprints.

Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar launched
the app feature at an event,
which was attended by Minister
of State for Agriculture Kailash
Choudhary, Agriculture
Secretary Manoj Ahuja,
Additional Secretary Pramod
Kumar Meherda and senior offi-
cials from the states.

Sharing details of the new
feature, Meherda said, “PM-
Kisan scheme has become the
first scheme of the government
to do e-KYC through facial au-
thentication mobile app. This
app is very much useful for the
farmers who are aged and also
their mobile number is not
linked with their Aadhaar.”

Meherda said the ministry
began pilot testing of the face au-
thentification feature in the PM-
Kisan mobile app on May 21 this
year. Since then, e-KYC of 3 lakh
farmers has been done success-
fully, he said.

Until now, e-KYC of the PM-
Kisan beneficiaries used to be
done through either biometrics
at a designated centre or one-
time passwords sent to mobile
phone numbers linked with
Aadhaar. However, during the e-
KYC exercise, officials found
many instances when farmers’
mobile numbers were not linked

Classes resume at Balasore

to Aadhaar due to which the
process could not be completed,
said an official. In the case of bio-
metrics, several elderly farmers
faced problems going to the
nearby centre. Also, many faced
the issue of non-matching of fin-
gerprints.

Therefore, to ease the e-KYC
process, the ministry decided to
introduce the face authentica-
tion feature in the PM-Kisan mo-
bile app, an official said.

The face authentication fea-
ture uses iris data of a person
having an Aadhaar number. “The
Aadhaar iris data was available
with the Unique Identification
Authority of India. So, we re-
quested them to give us access
to the face authentication fea-
ture,” the official said.

In another move, the official
said, the PM-Kisan scheme is
also integrating with Bhashini to
provide farmers information in
their native language. Bhashini
is the government’s National
Public Digital Platform for lan-
guages to develop services and
products for citizens by leverag-
ing the power of artificial intel-
ligence and other emerging
technologies.

Launched in 2019, the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi or PM-Kisan scheme gives
beneficiaries financial assistance
of Rs 6,000 per year in three
equal instalments every four
months. The amount is trans-
ferred to the bank accounts of el-
igible farmers' families across
the country through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode.

According to the Agriculture
Ministry, more than 11 crore
farmers have availed the scheme
and an amount of Rs 2.42 lakh
crore has been transferred to
their accounts.

school used as morgue

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE 22

A DAY after classes resumed at
the Bahanaga High School in
Odisha’s Balasore, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Thursday
sanctioned Rs 2.49 crore for the
development of the school. A
portion of the school had been
razed by the administration af-
ter parents objected to their chil-
dren going back to classrooms

accommodated in the newly
painted portions of the school. A
yagna was also performed be-
fore the start of classes.
However, the first two days
of the new academic year saw
only around 50 per cent atten-
dance at the school, which has a
total of 565 students. Head
teacher Pramila Swain attrib-
uted the low attendance to the
fact that a nearby level crossing,
which she said many students
have to crossin order toget to the

2 Bihar brothers used
mother’s CoWINID to
leak data: Delhi Police

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

DELHI POLICE Special Cell has ar-
rested a man from Bihar and ap-
prehended his minor brother for
allegedly leaking data from
CoWIN, the government’s web
portal for Covid-19 vaccination
registration. Police said the twoil-
legally accessed information on
the portal, retrieved personal de-
tails of a few individuals and cre-
ated a bot, which was uploaded
on Telegram.

The Intelligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations (IFSO) unit of
the Special Cell lodged an FIR ear-
lier this month for the alleged data
breach and analysed the Telegram
channel where the data was be-
ing shared. Several raids were con-
ducted and the main accused, a
22-year-old unemployed man
who has completed B.Tech from
a Bihar institute, was arrested
from Patna.

Based on the investigation, his
minor brother, aged around 17,

was also found to be involved in
the case and apprehended from
their house. The police brought
the two to Delhi and produced
them before the court. The broth-
ers are being questioned by the
Delhi Police and other agencies in
connection with the data breach.

Sources said the two created
the Telegram bot to merely “gain
more followers”. According to the
police, the twodid not sell the data
toanyone. The two brothers used
the log in ID and credentials of
their mother, an Auxiliary Nurse
Midwife (ANM)in Patna, toaccess
the data on CoWIN.

“The mother will also be ques-
tioned. She was not aware that her
CoWIN ID had been compro-
mised. While not much s known,
we found that the sons gained ac-
cess to the mother's ID and took
data of a few individuals from
Bihar. They created a bot and cir-
culated the information on their
Telegram channel to gain more
followers. At present, we haven't
found any other motive,” said a
senior police officer from the

Special Cell. Experts said ANM
workers only have access to data
for the people they vaccinate. The
dataisalso limited to phone num-
bers, dosage informationand dis-
trict centre information.

Lastweek, reports surfaced on
apurported breach of data of ben-
eficiaries registered on the COWIN
platform. The data had been ac-
cessed by a Telegram bot, which
revealed the gender, date of birth,
Aadhaar details, address, centre
for vaccination etc. of beneficiar-
ies.On June 12, the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare is-
sued a press release stating that
the Telegram bot was not using
CoWIN’s application program-
ming interface.

Minister of State for
Electronics and Information
Technology Rajeev

Chandrasekhar said the Indian
Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERT-In), the nodal cyber
security agency, had reviewed the
alleged breach and found the
CoWIN portal was not “directly
breached”.

Afamily shifts from a flooded village in Baska district of Assam on Thursday. P11

2009 Shopian deaths: J&K sacks 2 docs,
says fudged autopsies at Pak behest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 22

FOURTEEN YEARS after wide-
spread protests in the Valley over
allegations of the rape and mur-
der of two women by security
forces in Shopian — a charge
which a CBI probe later found to
be untrue — the J&K administra-
tion has terminated the services
of two doctors involved in the
autopsies of the two women.
Dr Nighat Shaheen Chiloo
and Dr Bilal Ahmad Dalal were
dismissed Thursday with gov-
ernment sources saying that the
two doctors had “actively
worked with Pakistan and
hatched a conspiracy withiits as-
sets within Kashmir to falsify the
post-mortem report”. The two
were among 13 chargesheeted
by the CBI for allegedly fabricat-
ing evidence in 2009.
Anorderissued by the General
Administration Department
stated: “Whereas the Lieutenant
Governor is satisfied after consid-
ering the facts and circumstances
of the case and on the basis of in-
formation available that the activ-
ities of Dr Chiloo, consultant gy-
naecologist in the Sub District
Hospital Chadoora Budgam... are
such as to warrant her dismissal
from the service.” It adds that the

L-G “is satisfied... that in the in-
terest of the security of the state, it
is not expedient to hold an en-
quiry in the case”.

The order terminating Dr
Dalal, a medical officer at a New
Type Primary Health Centre (NT-
PHC), from service is similarly
worded.

It was on May 29, 2009 that
the two women - a 19-year-old
and her 22-year-old sister-in-
law - went missing in Shopian.
A day later, their bodies were
found in the Rambiara stream.

Following allegations that
they had been raped and mur-
dered by security forces, people
took to streets in large numbers,
leading to a shutdown for overa

month  when  National
Conference’s Omar Abdullah
was in power.

This prompted the then state
government to constitute an in-
quiry by retired Justice Muzaffar
Ahmad Jan.

According to government
sources, in the months between
June and December 2009, the
Valley saw 42 strike calls, lead-
ing to widespread rioting. A to-
tal of 251 FIRs were registered,
seven people lost their lives and
103 were injured.

As public pressure mounted,
the police, on June 7, 2009, filed
an FIR under sections of rape and

murder. When the Justice Jan
Commission submitted its re-
port, it was rejected by the
Majlis-e-Mushawarat Shopian,
a committee formed by people
of Shopian to spearhead the ag-
itation.

In its report, the one-man
commission had accused the po-
lice of destruction of evidence,
and pointed fingers at the char-
acter of the husband of one of
the women.

Acting on the report, the gov-
ernment suspended four police
officers, including the then
Shopian Superintendent of
Police and his deputy.

As protests continued in the
Valley, the government handed
over the case to the CBI, which
ruled out rape and murder in
December 20009.

The CBI chargesheeted 13
people in the case - six doctors,
five lawyers and two others in-
cluding the brother of one of the
victims. The doctors, including
the two dismissed Thursday, and
the then Shopian Chief Medical
Officer were accused of fabrica-
tion of evidence.

“The ultimate aim of the two
doctors was to create disaffec-
tion against the Indian state by
falsely accusing the security
forces of rape and murder,” gov-
ernment sources said Thursday.

Nearly 5 lakh hit, one dead as
Assam flood situation worsens

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JUNE 22

MORE THAN 14,000 people in
Assam are currently taking shel-
ter in relief camps across the
state with a sudden escalationin
the flood situation. On Thursday;,

the state recorded its first flood-
related death this year, in
Tamulpur district.

The monsoon hit Assam on
June 10.Till Tuesday evening, the
total number of people affected
by floods in the state was 34,089.
As of Tuesday, there was only
one relief camp with 56 inmates.

However, the number of peo-
ple affected rapidly rose to
1,19,830 by Wednesday evening
and 4,95,799 by Thursday
evening. Assam State Disaster
Management Authority CEO
Gyanendra Dev Tripathi said
14,035 people are living in 83 re-
lief camps across 11 districts.

NOTICE BOARD

Bank of Maharashtra organises customer
connect and outreach program in Pune

school, has remained closed.

“We had discussed the issue
withRailway authorities. They are
going to open the level crossing
very soon, after which attendance
will be normal,” Swain said.

thathad been used as temporary
morgues in the aftermath of the
June 2 train tragedy. On
Wednesday, when students re-
turned to the school following

summer vacations, they were
% M.P. PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

NPHELL Oil Fed Building, 01, Arera Hills, Bhopal
(A Government of Madhya Pradesh Undertaking)
URL : https://mpphscl.mp.gov.in, Phone : 0755-2578915

Dated : 22.06.2023

TENDER NOTICE

Tenders for following item/service shall be floated on website
and portal from 21.06.2023 to next 30 days :-
1. Online TENDER ENQUIRY No. : T-459/MPPHSCL/

COMPUTER ALL

Digitization

Al Prospective  bidders

IN  ONE/QC/2023,
21.06.2023 (Portal and Website)

2. Online RFP No. T-460/MPPHSCL/Selection of third-
party logistics (3PL) player for warehouse management
and distribution of medical supplies/2023, uploaded on
22.06.2023 (Portal and Website)

3. Tender for Pediatric Vein Finder

4. RFP for Selection of MSP for M.P. State Health System

uploaded on

are requested to visit

“www.mptenders.gov.in, https:/mpphscl.mp.gov.in” for

further details.
M.P. Madhyam/110513/2023
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ONLINE APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR
THE FOLLOWING POSITION ON

DEPUTATION BASIS IN AICTE

Sl.| Name of | Pay Scale as per | Pay Matrix |No. of Posts
No.| the Post " CPC Level as per | (may vary)
7" CPC
1 | Advisor-l | PB-4, Rs.37400- 14 01*
(Group-A)| 67000+GP (Rs.144200-
Rs.10000 218200)

*No. of posts may increase or decrease as per the requirement of the Council

All other details such as Eligibility Criteria,
Qualifications, Experience, Procedure for online
submission and General Terms and Conditions of
appointments will be available at AICTE’s website
(https:/lwww.aicte-india.org/bulletins/advertisements)
from 23.06.2023. Interested candidates may apply online
for the above post on or before 12.07.2023 by
uploading the requisite supporting documents. The
Council reserves the right to increase or decrease the
number of vacancies or to cancel the advertisement
without assigning any reason thereto.

Advt. No. Admin(Estt)/AICTE/06(02)/2023 Member Secretary

Bank of Maharashtra,
organised a customer
connect and outreach
program at Yerwada, Pune
on 13th June, 2023. Shri
Asheesh Pandey,
Executive Director, Bank
of Maharashtra
attended the event
alongwith Shri Rajesh
Singh, General Manager,
Retail & MSME and Shri
Amit Sharma, General
Manager, Corporate
Credit from Head Office.
Ms. Aparna Joglekar,

based
Advertising has received 9
awards at Goafest 2023,
which is South Asia's
biggest advertising
festival. It is jointly
organized by the
Advertising Agencies

City Setu
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On the occasion of 9th
World Yoga Day (June
21), “Siddha Mantra
Hasya Qurative
Yogathon 2023” was
successfully organized
at Suryadatta Group of
Institutes. Around
2,000 staff and
students and associate
members practiced
Hasya and
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General Manager & Zonal
Manager, Pune City; Dr.
Javed Mohnavi, Zonal
Manager, Pune East; Shri
Rahul Waghmare, Zonal
Manager, Pune West,
alongwith the Branch
Managers and staff hosted
the event.

More than 250 customers
from diverse fields viz.
Retail, MSME, Agriculture,
SHGs, Corporate, Export-
Import, Forex, Start-ups
etc. participated in the
event.

Nine awards for Setu Advertising at Goafest 2023

Association of India
(AAAI) and The
Advertising Club. The
agency has won 9 Awards
at the Abby One Show
Awards at Goafest 2023,
one of the most promising
advertising and
marketing industry
events. Setu received
these awards for their
work done for Wagh Bakri
Tea Group and Sahyadri
Hospitals. The 9 awards
include 5 silver, 3 bronze
and 1 merit award for the
work done in various
categories like ambient
media, direct response,
branded content and
entertainment and
integrated advertising.

IHE
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Siddhamantra Yoga for
five consecutive hours
on campus as well as
online. Apart from
these five hours, one
hour Surya Namaskar
competition was also
organized.

Five winning students

were awarded cash
prizes in this
competition.

International Day of Yoga 2023 (IDY-2023) is
celebrated at the World Peace Dome at MIT ADT
University with Grandeur and Collaboration
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The International Day of
Yoga 2023 (IDY-2023)

was celebrated on
Wednesday, 21st June
2023, with amagnificent
event that wunited
various esteemed
organizations and
institutions in a
collaborative effort to
promote holistic well-
being. MIT School of
Holistic Development,

Yoga day sessions by Ellicium
Solutions Pvt. Ltd

Ellicium Solutions Pvt. Ltd a data
analytics company from Kothrud.

On the occasion of World Yoga Day,
Ellicium rolled out its Health and
Wellness program with a series of 5
sessions spanning over the next 2
weeks, conducted by Wellness expert

Shriya Kulkarni.
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MIT ADT University, in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Ayush, the
Ministry of Culture, Govt.
of India, and several
prominent partners, this
event marked a
significant milestone in
the month-long
celebration conducted
under the theme of ‘Yoga
for Vasudaiva
Kutumbakam.'

Mr. Praveenkumar Gandhi
designated as Vice
Chairman of Cosmos Bank

CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY

Aryans Group of companies ties up with Korean
company for semi- conductor production

Aryans Group of
companies recently tied up
with Korean company -
Clap for semi-conductor
production.

This will help our country
tobecome Atmanirbharin
semi-conductor
production. Aryans Group
has initially invested Rs

800-900 Cr and will
increase in future.
Currently India is

completely dependent on

China and Vietnam for its
semi-conductor
requirements resulting in
higher prices of
electronic products.

The goal of Aryans Group
is to work towards
making India a hub for
semi-conductors using

cutting edge
technology.
Company is in the

production of Display Fab
in India.

Mr. Praveenkumar Gandhiisa
Chartered Accountant with
over 32 years with General
Insurance Corporation of
India. Heretired asits General
Manager and Financial
Advisor. Presently, he is
working as senior executive
with Insurance Broking firm
after retirement.

As informed by the Bank’s

The CGST & Customs, Pune Zone celebrated the
nternational Yoga Day 2023 on 21.06.2023, in
the presence of Chief Commissioner Dr. K.N.
Raghavan and Commissioner S/Shri Sanjay
Mahendru, V.N. Thete, Dilip Goyal, Ravindra

DSTA’s Seminar

Pune's Deccan Sugar
Technologist Association
(India) has recently
organized seminar on 'Juice
certification and Ethenol
Developed Technology.
Seminar was inaugurated
with the hands of
Pandurang Raut
(Chairman- Shreenath
Mhaskoba Sugar factory).
This seminar got
tremendous response.

Mr S. B. Bhad (President of
DSTA) was the chief of the
event.He had delivered

welcome speech &
explained progress of the
organization. M.R. Kulkarni,
Bharat Tavare, Mrs Gauri
Pawar was also present for
the event.

Seminar was attended by
most of the representatives
from Maharashtra and
Gujarat.

Internal Staff Union, Mr. Anant
Padhye, Chief Manager from
Mumbai is appointed as Staff
Representative. Mr. Padhye is
working with the Bank since
last 32 years and looking over
the work of Cosmos Bank Sevak
Sangh for more than 20 years.

healthy life.

PNG Jewellers Achieves Great Place to Work® Certification for
the Second Consecutive Year, Earning High Trust Index Scores

Dange and Bhupendra Singh Suhag. The theme
of the event was "Yoga for Vasudhaiva
kutumbkam", The event was organized by the
Audit-1 & Audit-|| Commissionerates, of Pune
Zone. Alarge number of

departmental officers and staff participated in
the event and pledged to practice Yoga for a

PNG Jewellers is proud to
announce that it has once
again been certified as a
Great Place to Work® in
India.

Chairman and Managing
Director, Dr. Saurabh
Gadgil, expressed his
elation regarding this
recognition and
highlighted the key acts of
leadership that define PNG

Jewellers. “PNG Jewellers
believes in creating an
environment that has
many positive facets to it,
like encouraging women to
reach leadership roles, the
inclusion of specially-abled
individuals, ensuring the
safety of employees, and
promoting transparency
in policies and customer
interactions.

NAGPUR
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humane acts of Seva.”

ReEACHING OUT

AS PART of BJP leaders' outreach programmes, including
prominent personalities, to mark nine years of the Modi gov-
ernment, Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep
Puri on Thursday visited an old friend, cardiac surgeon Dr
Naresh Trehan. After the visit, which was part of the BJP's
“Sampark se Samarthan” initiative, Puri said in a tweet: “I
have had the privilege of knowing Dr Trehan from very early
days! His brother Naveen &I are childhood friends! Through
the years, | have admired his well deserved rise to the top
echelons of medical profession, his dedication as a doctor &

ECOURTS’ SUCCESS

The eCourts project launched with the objective of transform-
ing the country’s judiciary through Information &
Communication Technology (ICT)is turning out to be a grand
success. Data by the Ministry of Law and Justice show that un-
der the eCourts mission mode project, the district and subor-
dinate courts, and high courts held approximately 2.74 crore
hearings till May 31,2023 while the Supreme Court held 4.83
lakh hearings during this period.

Protection of Muslim
minorities in India
worth mentioning,
Obama tells Biden

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

“IF PRESIDENT (Joe Biden) meets
with Prime Minister (Narendra)
Modi, the protection of Muslim
minority ina majority HinduIndia
is something worth mentioning,”
said former American President
Barack Obama on Thursday.

Obama was responding to a
question by CNN'’s Christiane
Amanpour in an interview, on
how Biden should engage with
leaders such as Chinese President
Xi Jinping and PM Modi, who is
considered “autocratic... illiberal
democrat”.

Obamasaid, “ThePOTUS hasa
lot of equities and when I was PO-
TUS, I would deal with figures, in
some cases who were allies, who,
if you would press me in private,
do they run their governments
and their political parties in ways
thatIwould say are ideally demo-
cratic... Iwould have to say no.”

But, he added, “You would
have todobusiness with them be-
cause they are important for na-
tional security reasons, because
they are a range of economic in-
terests.I dealt with Chinaand PM
Modi to get the Paris Accords done
because climate change tran-
scends any momentary issues.”
However, he remarked that it
would be appropriate for Biden,
“touphold those principles and to
challenge, whether behind closed
doors or in public, trends that are
troubling”.

If he had a conversation with
PM Modi, who he knew well,
Obama said, part of his argument
would be that if you do not pro-
tect the rights of ethnic minorities

inIndia, there is a strong possibil-
ity thatIndia,at some point, starts
pulling apart. “And we have seen
what happens whenyou start get-
tinglarge internal conflicts. .. That
would be contrary to the interests
not only of the Muslim India, but
alsoHindu India.I thinkit's impor-
tant to be able to talk about these
things honestly,” he said.

In January 2015, during his
speech at Delhi’s Siri Fort
Auditorium, a day after attend-
ing the Republic Day ceremony
as Chief Guest, Obama had ex-
pressed his views on freedom of
religion in India as well as in
America. “Across our two great
countries, we have Hindus and
Muslims, Christians and Sikhs,
and Jews and Buddhists and
Jains and so many faiths. And we
remember the wisdom of
Gandhiji, who said, ‘for me, the
different religions are beautiful
flowers from the same garden,
or they are branches of the same
majestic tree’.”

“Our freedom of religion is
written into our founding docu-
ments. It’s part of America’s very
first amendment. Your Article 25
says thatall people are 'equally en-
titled to freedom of conscience
and theright freely to profess, prac-
tice and propagate religion.”

In both our countries — in all
countries — upholding this funda-
mental freedomis the responsibil-
ity of the government, butit's also
the responsibility of every person.

“The peace we seek in the
world... finds its glorious expres-
sion when we look beyond any
differencesinreligion or tribe,and
rejoiceinthe beauty of every soul.
Andnowhere is that more impor-
tant than India,” he had said.

NINE YEARS OF MODI GOVERNMENT

Shah highlights PM achievements
in Chhattisgarh, dubs CM ‘corrupt’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, JUNE 22

TO MARK the nine years of Modi
government at the Centre, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah visited
Chhattisgarh's Durg district on
Thursday and thanked the peo-
ple for voting the BJP to power in
two consecutive Lok Sabha elec-
tions. In his speech, Shah show-
ered praises on Modi and ac-
cused Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel of corruption and not
keeping his promises while pre-
dicting a win for the BJP in the
coming Assembly elections.

Shah began his speech by
comparing nine years of Modi's
governance with the previous
Congress government, saying,
“Sonia-Manmohan government
did alot of corruption but no cor-
ruption allegations have been
made against the Modi govern-
ment. We abrogated Article 370
in Kashmir and in January 2024
we will inaugurate the Ram tem-
plein Ayodhya.”

Shah accused the Congress
of not doing anything on the two
issues for 70 years. Shah also ac-
cused the Congress government
of going soft on across-the-bor-
der terrorism, and how things
have changed under the Modi
rule citing surgical strikes and
air strikes.

Shah also claimed all the
poor people in the country re-
ceived free foodgrains and other

Gehlot nod to
50% concession
to women in all
state buses

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JUNE 22

CHIEFMINISTER Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday approved a proposal to
give 50 per cent concession to
women passengers in all cate-
gories of Rajasthan State Road
Transport Corporation (RSRTC)
buses within the state limits.

As per the proposal,
women/girls will be charged
half the fare for travelling in all
classes of RSRTC buses. At pres-
ent women/girls get 50 per cent
concession in ordinary class
buses only.

Inthe 2023-24 budget, Gehlot
had announced to increase the
concession in ordinary roadways
buses from 30 to 50 per cent. This
announcement was imple-
mented from April 1,2023.

Subsequently on May 25 this
year, at the inauguration cere-
mony of the new bus terminal at
Sindhi Camp in Jaipur, the CM
had announced that this conces-
sion will be implemented in all
categories of roadways buses.
This has now been approved.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a public meeting in
Durg, Chhattisgarh, on Thursday. P11

benefits like subsidised cooking
gas, water pipelines, toilets, elec-
tricity, houses, and health insur-
ance up to Rs 5 lakh.

About Chhattisgarh, Shah
said Maoist activities have been
contained and only a small part
inBastar remains affected by the
Left wing extremism.

“There have been scams af-
ter scams in the state — coal levy
scam, liquor scam, PDS scam...
Baghel sir you should be
ashamed for not keeping your
promises. After elections you are
going to lose your CM chair and
BJP will return to power. You
(Baghel) said liquor will be
banned but instead home deliv-
ery of liquor has started. You
promised 10 lakh jobs and al-
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lowance for the unemployed
youth but did not keep the
promise. You are taking credit for
the rice bought by the Modi gov-
ernment,” added Shah.

Shah made a series of allega-
tions on alleged misgovernance
of the Congress government and
also accused Baghel of burden-
ing the state government with
huge loans taken for welfare
schemes.

The Home Minister had to at-
tend another public meeting at
Madhya Pradesh’s Balaghat later
in the day but his helicopter
could not land due to bad
weather. The helicopter headed
back towards Raipur, said MP
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.
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SHARING NOTES

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with Jammu and Kashmir L-G Manoj Sinha at the special
convocation ceremony of Jammu University on Thursday. P
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Baghel asks
Home Minister
to ban Adipurush

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, JUNE 22

CHHATTISGARH CHIEF Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Thursday took
to Twitter to ask Union Home
Minister Amit Shah toannouncea
ban on the film Adipurush - a big-
budget adaptation of the
Ramayana that has been at the
centre of a controversy.

In a Twitter post welcoming
Shah to Chhattisgarh, the CM
wrote, “I humbly request that to-
dayitself,announce the banon the
film#Adipurush, which spoils the
image of Ramayana and Prabhu.”

The movie has faced back-
lash from several quarters, fol-
lowing which the filmmakers
have altered some dialogue that
was deemed objectionable.

Earlier this week, Baghel had
criticised the movie for its depic-
tion of Lord Ram and Hanuman.

Baghel had also taken a jibe
atright-wing groups and the BJP
with regard to the movie, alleg-
ing that the filmmakers were
close to the party and the groups.
“If the producer or director were
different, Bajrang Dal and Visha
Hindu Parishad workers would
have been on the streets across
India by now,” he had said.
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M Speaking at the event, V-P
Dhankhar expressed concern
over “orchestrated efforts by
certain forces to spread

false narratives that are
detrimental to the country”.

M Hessaid there is zero
tolerance for corruption now.
“You may be anyone, of any
identity or religion, you are
accountable to law. The
mechanism is transparent.”

B On abrogation of Article 370
in August 2019, the V-P said he
had been advocating for it for
the last 20 years. “It (Article
370) was temporary but lasted
for 70 years,” he said.

KCR inaugurates housing project for urban poor

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD JUNE 22

TELANGANA CHIEF Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on Thursday
inaugurated a housing project
for the urban poor and handed
over keys and ownership docu-
ments of the two-bedroom flats
to four beneficiaries. The ‘dignity
housing colony’ has been built
by the state government at

K Chandrashekar Rao

Kollur, on the outskirts of
Hyderabad, in Sangareddy dis-
trict for the homeless urban be-

‘Made-in-Surat’, eco-friendly diamond:
PM Modi's gift to US First Lady Jill Biden

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, JUNE 22

AS PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi met US President Joe Biden
and his wife Jill Biden at the
White House on Thursday, he
had a special gift for the First
Lady with a Surat connect - an
"eco-friendly" lab-grown dia-
mond. The diamond weighing
7.5 carats was produced, cut,and
polished at a firm in Surat.

The diamond has been made
based on the theme of "75 years
Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav," un-
derlines Patel, co-convener of
GJEPC (Gems and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council) Lab-
Grown Diamond. "And that's

why the green diamond weighs
7.5 carats. It takes over 1.5 months
to produce such diamonds
through CVD (Chemical Vapour
Deposition) technology," he adds.
Explaining why it's eco-
friendly, he shares, “The diamond
has been made through wind
power and solar energy so it is
known as an eco-friendly lab-
grown diamond. Special care has
been taken to make sure that the
diamond becomes a unique
piece and special technology was
used for cutting and polishing.”
"The diamond falls in the cat-
egory of 2-A type in terms of pu-
rity (top grade molecular level
purity), which is found in
Kohinoor diamond (natural dia-
mond). Such diamonds are rare,

:'; - - e

', '

.- 'l't'?_;]’
MODI
INUS.

JUNE20-23

e

and only found in the mines in
Canada and Golconda in Madhya
Pradesh. It takes around two
months’ time to complete the
entire procedure of producing,
cutting, and polishing such dia-
mond," he further added.

The diamond is said to have
been certified by International
Gemological Institute (IGI).

Patel said the "eco-friendly”
diamond represents the entire
diamond industry of Surat. “The
diamond represents the entire
diamond industry of Surat and
India and the industry is proud
thatitwill be in the White House
forever," he asserts.

“We are into the lab-grown
diamond industry for the last
five years and are not only pro-
ducing eco-friendly diamonds,
but also cutting and polishing.
We also have a jewellery unit
where such diamonds are stud-
ded and later exported to the US,
the UK, Middle East, among
other countries.”

low poverty line (BPL) families.
The colony has 15,660 two-
bedroom units—each 560 sq
feet— in 117 blocks. Each block
has two elevators. It is con-
structed on 111 acres and built in
a 2.5-km radius. The colony is
planned with an outlay of Rs
1,489.29 crore,and with 25 per
centofland is marked for green-
ery, playgrounds, and recreation
facilities. Facilities like dedicated
cycling and walking tracks, open

Sri Lankan navy
arrests 22 Tamil
Nadu fishermen

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,JUNE 23

THE SRI Lankan navy arrested 22
Indian fishermen and detained
four trawlersinaspecial operation
carried out in the early hours of
Thursday. According to the Sri
Lankan navy, four Indian trawlers
were seized from the northwest
waters off Delft Island, Jaffna.
Arrested Indian fishermenare
from Ramanathapuram and
Pudukottai districts of Tamil Nadu.
The Sri Lankan navy said their ac-
tion came asaresponse to curbil-
licit fishing activities threatening
the local marine environment and
livelihoods of the indigenous fish-

ing community.

air gyms, indoor sports com-
plexes, multipurpose play-
ground, open air auditorium, and
Bathukamma festival ghats are
some of the features of the
colony. Housing Minister V
Prashant Reddy said that the
Kollur project is Asia’s largest
community housing project con-
structed by a state government.

The CM, several ministers and
government officials spent over
an hour going around the colony.

Russiadistances
itself from G20
tourismmeet’s
final outcome

At Goa meet, ministers support 5 priority
areas identified by India’s G20 Presidency

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

RUSSIA HAS dissociated itself
from the G20 Tourism ministerial
meeting’s outcome document
owing to two paragraphs that
mentionand “deplore” the warin
Ukraine and also call the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons
as “inadmissible”.

The final outcome document
atthe end of the four-day tourism
working group and ministerial
meeting in Goa — from June 19 to
22 — says that paras 1to 3 and 6
to 36 “have been unanimously
agreed to by all G20 delegations”.
However, regarding paragraphs 4
and 5, only the chair’s summary
was released.

The two paragraphs were
taken from the Bali Declaration is-
sued by G20leadersin November
last year, which called for an im-
mediate end to the Ukraine con-
flict, holding that “today's era
must not be of war”, echoing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
message to Russian President
Vladimir Putin in their bilateral
meeting in Uzbekistan last
September. “Russiadisassociated
itself from the status of this docu-
ment as a common outcome be-
cause of references to para 4 and
5,” the document mentions.

However, the G20 tourism
ministers “reaffirmed the impor-
tance of working towards the full
recovery of tourism from the im-
pactof Covid-19 pandemicand ad-
vancing the role of tourism in ac-
celerating the implementation of
the United Nations 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development”.

According to officials, more
than 12 tourism ministers, includ-
ing those from the UK, South
Affica, UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia,

Turkey, Indonesia, Bangladesh
and Mauritius, attended the G20
tourism ministerial meet in Goa.
China, which didn’t send its rep-
resentation to the last tourism
working group meeting in
Srinagar (along with Turkey and
Saudi Arabia), didn’t attend this
meeting as well.

Besides China, Egypt - as a
G20 guest country - didn’t send
its representation this time after
skipping the Srinagar meet.
Ministers from G20 countries,
around 130 delegates, partici-
pated in the Goa meeting.

The ministers unanimously
supported the five tourism prior-
ity areas identified by India’s G20
Presidency — Green Tourism;
Digitalisation, Skills, Tourism
MSMEs, and Destination
Management.

They also committed to ad-
vancing "gender equalityand em-
powerment of women through
tourism policies and initiatives”.
The document said even as
women account for 54 per cent of
the sector’s global labour force
worldwide, they tend to be con-
centrated in the lowest paid and
lowest status jobs in tourism, and
performalarge amount of unpaid
workin family tourismbusinesses.

In his message to the G20 min-
isters on Wednesday, PM
Narendra Modi had underlined
that tourism has the potential to
create a harmonious society. “Itis
said that terrorism divides, but
tourism unites," he said.

Addressing reporters at the
conclusion of the event, Union
Tourism Minister G Kishan Reddy
said the GoaRoadmap for Tourism
— another official document re-
leased attheend of the meeting —
will serve asashared blueprint for
G20nationstoachieve the 17SDGs
identified by the UN.

Gambia to run strict
quality check on Indian
drugs before shipment

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

THE GAMBIAN drug controller
has mandated that July onwards
all drugs exported to it from
India will have to undergo doc-
ument verification, physical in-
spection, and quality control
testing before shipment.

Mumbai-based Quntrol
Laboratories Private Limited has
been appointed by the Gambian
Medicines Control Agency to
carry out the necessary checks
and issue a Clean Report of
Inspection and Analysis (CRIA).

This comes nearly a year af-
ter 70 children died in the
Gambia allegedly after consum-
ing contaminated syrups man-
ufactured by Haryana-based
Maiden pharmaceuticals.

“All shipments arriving in
The Gambia with bill of landing
dated on or after 1st July 2023
will be required to provide the
CRIA for customs clearance at
the ports of entry,” said a guid-

ance document by the Gambian
drug regulator.

The guidelines state that
companies would have to regis-
ter as exporters to the Gambia by
filling out company details, pro-
viding copy of manufacturing li-
cence, copy of WHO GMP certifi-
cate, information of the Gambian
importer, getting its manufactur-
ing and warehouse sites in-
spected, and paying a one-time
non-refundable fee of Rs 20,000.

Thereafter, the companies will
have to raise inspection requests
for every consignment. The prod-
uct documents will be checked, a
physical examination will be car-
ried out to check for product label
compliance and shelf life, and a
sample for analysis will be col-
lected. This inspection will be car-
ried out once the products are
loaded onto the shipping contain-
ers. The inspection cost will also
be borne by the exporter. “If the
exporter is not satisfied with the
results... the exporter shall have
an option to request for repeat
analysis,” the guidelines say.

Patna meet will unveil 2024
roadmap, say Opp leaders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

ON THE eve of the first joint
meeting of the Opposition par-
ties, scheduled for June 23 in
Patna, the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) made public its president
Jayant Chaudhary’s decision to
skip the conclave due to a “pre-
decided family programme”.
This came after the Janata Dal
(United), which is hosting the
meet, said Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati has not
been invited to the event.
Meanwhile, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP)’s Bihar unit dis-
tanced itself from a poster in

Patna, which claimed that Delhi
CM and AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal “would be Prime
Minister” while calling Bihar CM
and JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar a
“confidant of PM Modi”.

On her part, Mayawati hit out
at the Opposition gathering.
“Eighty Lok Sabha seatsin UP are
said to be the key to electoral
success, but it does not seem
from the attitude of the
Opposition parties that they are
serious and truly concerned
about their objective here.
Without the right priorities, will
the preparations for the LS elec-
tions here really bring about the
necessary change?" shesaidina
series of tweets in Hindi.

The BSP supremo accused
both the BJP and the Congress of
not implementing the
Constitution as envisioned by BR
Ambedkar.

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC), whose chairperson
Mamata Banerjee, the West
Bengal CM, first floated the idea
of holding a meeting of the
Opposition parties in Patna -
while invoking the socialisticon
Jayaprakash Narayan - de-
scribed the Opposition’s joint
meet a "good beginning" in the
run-up to the 2024 general elec-
tions, underlining the signifi-
cance of the anti-BJP parties
uniting against "undemocratic
and authoritarian policies™.

NAGPUR
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MOoODI IN AMERICA

INDUS-X is unveiled,
startups to boost ties
in defence, innovation

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

INDIAN AND American startups
will now be able to co-develop
and co-produce advanced tech-
nologies, including in areas of
space artificial intelligence, under
the India-United States Defence
Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-
X) which was launched at an
event in Washington Thursday.

The launch coincided with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
three-day State visit to the US.
What makes the launch critical is
that it comes within months of
operationalising the US-India
Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET) - NSA Ajit
Doval met his US counterpart Jack
Sullivanin February. Several start-
upsof both countries are working
inareas of critical technologies.

In a statement, the US
Department of Defense said the
INDUS-X will vitalise defence in-
dustrial cooperation between
the two countries and unlock
new innovations in technology
and manufacturing.

“INDUS-X will create jobs for
working families in both coun-
tries and promote global peace,
security, and prosperity,” it said.

Post the launch event, the US
Department of Defense and the
Indian Ministry of Defence wel-
comed a collaboration agenda
outlining initiatives that INDUS-
X stakeholders would spearhead.

“These initiatives comple-
ment existing government-to-
government collaboration and
include joint prize challenges for
start-ups, roundtable events,
mentor-protege initiatives be-
tween major primes and start-
ups, and the formation of a
Senior Advisory Group,” it said.

The collaboration agenda
lists points like mentor-protege
partnerships for startups by de-
fence firms of both countries, ac-
ademic and startup program-
ming partnerships with
universities and collaboration of
startups with defence majors’
supply chains.

It also mentions possible
public-private partnerships,
such as innovation, testing, and
certification labs and centres for
defence startup collaboration, a
joint innovation fund for which
private investors will be engaged
to garner support for investment
indefence and dual-use startups,
easing regulations for cross-bor-

der development and trade as
well as standardisation of Indo-
US certifications for technology
startups.

Both sides also said that IN-
DUS-X will catalyse innovation
and help equip both countries’
armed forces with the capabili-
ties they need to defend a free
and open Indo-Pacific.

In his keynote address at the
event, Frank Kendall, US
Secretary of the Air Force, said the
India-USrelationship is growing
exponentially and there is enor-
mous potential for startups of
both nations to collaborate in
deep tech innovations, especially
in the Space and Artificial
Intelligence (Al) domains.

Anurag Bajpai, Joint Secretary
(Defence Industries Promotion)in
the Ministry of Defence, said the
launch of iCET was a landmark
event in India-US relationship,
adding that this was an opportune
moment for this event, as the
leaders of the two largest and old-
est democracies of the world meet
in Washington. Bajpai led the
Indian delegation at the two-day
event on June 20-21.

Stressing on the co-develop-
ment and co-production of ad-
vanced technologies by Indian
and the US startups, he asked the
participants to develop mecha-
nisms for future collaboration
across industries, academia, and
investors while also giving an
overview of the Make in India ini-
tiative of the Modi government.

The eventincluded represen-
tatives from more than 30 USand
Indian startups, as well as gov-
ernment, business, academic,
and thought leaders in wide-
ranging discussions to advance
cutting-edge technology cooper-
ation between the countries’ de-
fence industrial ecosystems, ac-
cording to the US DoD statement.

The event was co-organised
by Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX), Ministry of
Defence, Department of Defense
and hosted by the US-India
Business Council (USIBC), the
Ministry of Defence said in a
statement.

Innovative technologies de-
veloped by Indian and US start-
ups were jointly showcased at
the event.

Fifteen Indian and 10 US start-
ups, working in the domains of
maritime, Al, autonomous sys-
tems, and space, showcased their
technologies to Indian and US
stakeholders.
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Detence to space, ties soar

PM Narendra Modi with President Joe Biden, First Lady Jill Biden, V-P Kamala Harris and others at the State Arrival Ceremony in White House, Thursday. Reuters

Ajyadaan: Ghee

sourced from
== | Punjab
~~ | Bhudaan: A piece
! ! of sandalwood
from Mysuru
.= | Dhaanyadaan:
Long-grained rice
%= | from Uttarakhand
~ | Gaudaan: Asilver
:? coconut from
West Bengal

INSIDE PM’s GIFT BOX

Hiranyadaan: A
gold coin crafted
in Rajasthan

Lavandaan:
Lavan or salt
from Gujarat

Raupyadaan: A
silver coin from
Rajasthan

Tildaan: Til or
white sesame
seeds from TN

-
Guddaan:
Jaggery from

Idol of Lord Ganesha and a diya, both made of silver

Vastradaan:
Handwoven
tussar silk

Coming, Artemis Accords, ISRO-NASA mission

AMITABHSINHA
NEW DELHI,JUNE22

IN A decision that will bring the
two countries’ space pro-
grammes closer than ever be-
fore, India on Thursday an-
nounced its decision to sign the
Artemis Accords, a US-led al-
liance seeking to facilitate inter-
national collaboration in plane-
tary exploration and research.
Inarelated development, the
Indian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) will partner the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) in send-
ing a joint mission to the
International Space Station, a
permanent laboratory in space,
next year. It was not immedi-
ately clear whether the joint

mission would include an Indian
astronaut to the space station.

The Artemis Accords, estab-
lished by the US and seven part-
ner countries in October 2020,
are a set of 13 principles that
seek to promote peaceful and co-
operative exploration of space.
The signatory countries agree to
abide by these principles that are
mostly a reiteration of estab-
lished international law on space
exploration, like a commitment
not to use space for military pur-
poses, a promise to cooperate on
matters of safety of space assets
and astronauts, and a willing-
ness to share scientific data from
space missions.

The Accords have been signed
by 26 countries till now, including
traditional US allies like Japan,
Australia, UK, France and Canada.

Crucially, Chinaand Russia are
not part of thisinitiative, because
of whichitis sometimes seenasa
US-led space alliance, promoting
US interests in the space sector.
Both Russia and China had ex-
pressed reservations when the
Accords came into being.

The Artemis Accords are
closely linked to NASA’s Artemis
programme that is aimed at re-
turning to the moon, setting up a
permanent station there, and
then using it for deep space ex-
ploration. NASA is also keen to
emphasise that the Artemis pro-
gramme will take the first
woman, and the “first person of
color”, to the moon.

As part of the programme,
NASA launched the Artemis-1
mission on November 16 last
year, sending an unmanned

Orion spacecraft aboard its new-
age heavy duty rocket called
Space Launch System or SLS.The
Orion spacecraft went around
the moon and came back to
Earth on December 11 last year.

India’s sign-up to the Artemis
Accords does not mean an auto-
matic partnership in the Artemis
programme, but it does open up
possibilities of much closer co-
operation between the space
agencies of the two countries.

If the other agreement about
sending a joint mission to the
International Space Station, which
is separate from the signing of
Artemis Accords, fructifies next
year, it could potentially be India’s
early chance of sending its astro-
nautsinspace.India’sown human
spaceflight programme,
Gaganyaan, has been delayed.

Education a cornerstone of bond
between India and US: Jill Biden

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, JUNE 22

EDUCATION IS a cornerstone of
the bond between India and the
US, First Lady Jill Biden has said
as she praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for providing an
opportunity to all Indians, espe-
cially girls, to pursue education
and enhance their skills.

These remarks were made by
Jill on Wednesday where Modi
and the First Lady participated in
the 'Skilling For Future Event' or-
ganised by the National Science
Foundation (NSF).

The NSF is headed by Indian
American Dr Sethuraman
Panchanathan.

The visit to the organisation
was hosted by Jill Biden.

Firstlady Jill Biden and PM
Narendra Modi during a
visit to the National Science
Foundation in Alexandria,
Virginia on Wednesday. AP

"Prime Minister (Modi),
know that education is an issue
close to your heart—just as it is
for me. Your work to ensure all
Indians—especially girls—have
the opportunity to pursue an ed-

AMONG THE PEOPLE

PM Narendra Modi meets with the Indian diaspora in Washington DC, on Wednesday. P

ucation and gain the skills they
need for our modern workforce
is so important,” she said in a
statement.

"[t's exciting to be able to
show you some of the innovative
programs our schools and busi-
nesses are creating for students
here," she said.

"..If we want our economies
to be strong, we need to invest in
the young people who are our
future. We need to ensure they
have the opportunities they de-
serve," she said. "Education is a
cornerstone of the bond be-
tween India and the US — one
we hope to keep building and
strengthening. Our universities
are partnering together, leading
research, and creating appren-
ticeships and internships that
span the ocean.”

Drizzle no
dampener
as diaspora
turns up in
thousands

Agirl waits at the White
House South Lawn during
the State Arrival Ceremony
for PM Modi on Thursday. AP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, JUNE 22

THE INDIAN diaspora turned out
in large numbers on a rainy
Thursday morning at the South
Lawn of the White House to wit-
ness the ceremonial welcome of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
by President Joe Biden on his first
state visit here.

Invitations for the ceremo-
nial welcome were sent out to
nearly 8,000 members of the di-
aspora and Indian American
community for the historic cer-
emonial welcome.

A drizzle was no dampener
to the enthusiasm of the mem-
bers of the diaspora, many of
whom travelled overnight from
different parts of the US, as they
waved the flag of the two coun-
tries and raised slogans.

"What a great sight it is. It is
like a festival," Hitesh Shah, who
came from Boston, said.

Slogans  like  ‘Vande
Mataram’, ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’
and 'Modi, Modi' went up the air
amid a mood of cheer.

Some people took Chartered
flights from Texas, a group of
people drove from Tennessee,
and people flew in from
California and other states for the
historic event.

Prime Minister Modi arrived
here on Wednesday on the sec-
ond leg of his maiden state visit
to the US during which he will
hold bilateral talks with
President Biden and address a
joint session of the US Congress.

Prime Minister Modi and
President Biden had a one-on-
one meeting in the Oval Office of
the White House on Thursday
before holding high-level talks
to further boost the growing
Indo-US strategic relationsin ar-
eas like defence, space and criti-
cal technologies.

The day began with
President Biden and First LadyJill
Biden greeting Prime Minister
Modi for the Official Arrival
Ceremony on the South Lawn
whichincluded a21-gun salute.

Vice President Kamala Harris
and the Second Gentleman
Doug Emhoff attended the wel-
come ceremony. Thereafter, the
leaders of the two largest
democracies of the world held a
bilateral meeting in the Oval
Office. They later addressed a
joint press conference. There,
Modi said that India and the US
can contribute towards global
peace, stability and prosperity as
he asserted that for the partner-
ship between the two countries,
"even the sky is not the limit".

Modi, Bidens bond over ice cream, pasta; lab diamond among PM’s gifts

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

BEFORE PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi’s meeting
Thursday with US President Joe
Biden for official talks, the two
leaders discussed a wide range
of issues at a private dinner
hosted by the US President and
First Lady Jill Biden at the White
House Wednesday night.

After dinner with the Bidens,
Prime Minister Modi tweeted, “I
thank @POTUS @]JoeBiden and
@FLOTUS @DrBiden for hosting
me at the White House today.
We had a great conversation on

several subjects.”

Ministry of External Affairs’
official spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted, “When friends
meet! PM @narendramodi ar-
rives at the @WhiteHouse for a
private engagement with @PO-
TUS @JoeBiden, @FLOTUS
@DrBiden and family. An occa-
sion for two leaders who share
close bonds of friendship to cher-
ish special moments together.”

An official statement by the
MEA said, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attended a pri-
vate engagement hosted by US
President Joe Biden and First
Lady Dr Jill Biden on 21 June
2023 in the White House... he

also met theirimmediate family
members. The PM'’s participa-
tion in this special engagement
reaffirms the warm friendship
between our two countries.”
OnThursday, ahead of Prime
Minister Modi’s meeting with
President Biden for the second
time in 12 hours, White House
officials said that about 7,000
people drawn mostly from the
Indian-American community
gathered at the White House
lawns to greet the Indian leader.
This is one of largest gather-
ings at the South Lawns of the
White House — the last such
large gathering was witnessed
during Pope Francis's visit to
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PM Modi gifts a 7.5-carat lab-grown diamond to First Lady
Jill Biden during a dinner with the Bidens on Wednesday.

Obama White House in
September 2015.

According to the White
House, President Biden, the First
Lady and Prime Minister Modi
also enjoyed a musical tribute to
the regions of India, performed
by dancers from Studio Dhoom,
alocal Indian dance studio that
helps connect a new generation
to the vibrant culture of Indian
dance.

The two leaders were joined
by US National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan and his Indian
counterpart Ajit Doval, it said.

The White House said that at
the dinner, President Biden’s
favourite foods, pasta and ice

cream, were served among other
delicacies.

Prime Minister Modi pre-
sented a special sandalwood
box, handcrafted by a master
craftsman from Jaipur, to the US
President. The box contains the
idol of Lord Ganesha and a diya
(oillamp), handcrafted by a fam-
ily of fifth-generation silver-
smiths from Kolkata. Modi also
gifted a 7.5-carat lab-grown dia-
mond to First Lady Jill Biden,
which reflects earth-mined dia-
monds’ chemical and optical
properties, along with a papier
mache box, known as kar-e-
kalamdani — in which the Green

diamond is placed.
N

In return, the Bidens pre-
sented a handmade, antique
American book gallery from the
early 20th century as the official
gift to Prime Minister Modi. They
also gifted a vintage American
camera, accompanied by an
archival facsimile print of George
Eastman’s Patent of the first
Kodak camera, a hardcover book
on American wildlife photogra-
phy, and a signed, first edition
copy of ‘Collected Poems of
Robert Frost'.

OnThursday, the Bidens will
host a State Dinner at the South
Lawn of the White House, which
is expected to be attended by
400 guests.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A STEP FORWARD

All-party meet on Manipur is welcome. It affirms shared
stakes, could offer a roadmap to restore and rebuild peace

HE CENTRE'S DECISION to call an all-party meeting on Manipur, though be-

lated, is a step in the right direction. So is Congress leader Sonia Gandhi's sober

appeal for peace: She avoided blame-laying and underlined the “human

tragedy” that has left a “deep wound” for the nation. The attempts so far to me-
diate peace between the Meiteis of the Imphal Valley and the Kuki-Zomi tribes who live
in the hills that ring the Valley, have not yielded results. The continuing violence and the
deepening ethnic schisms call for all parties to rise above partisan interests and work to-
gether to rebuild trust among the warring communities.

At least 110 people have died and thousands displaced from their homes in the eth-
nic violence since early May. Central forces have been battling both mobs and snipers,
who have taken control of the streets. Union Home Minister Amit Shah had visited the
state for four days in May and met a cross-section of the population. He spoke about a
15-day window for political groups to give up arms and give a chance to efforts to restore
peace. But the initiatives that Shah announced — for instance, constitution of a peace
committee — have failed to take off in the polarised environment. The deep suspicion
among communities, entrenched further by violence and rampant rumours, has meant
that any peace negotiation may have to be mediated by actors from outside the state. The
BJP-led state government is perceived as partisan and the party's legislative unit is di-
vided on ethnic lines. Mobs on the rampage have targeted ruling party leaders for refus-
ing to side with them openly — the home of Union minister R KRanjan Singh and the of-
ficial quarters of Kangpokpi MLA and state minister Nemcha Kipgen were set on fire, State
institutions such as the police and bureaucracy are seen as compromised. Chief Minister
Biren Singh is now a controversial and discredited figure, having failed to win over the con-
fidence of the whole state and lead the administration in a way that is fair and seen to be
so too. This, perhaps, is the reason why the state could not build on the hope that Shah's
visit had generated.

Itisironic that Delhi is today seen as a neutral arbiter in Manipur, which has hosted a
large number of separatist groups. The all-party meeting could tap this emergent good-
will and persuade the estranged ethnic groups to sit across the talks table. The message
must go out to Manipur that the country is concerned about the loss of lives and destruc-
tion of homes. As Sonia Gandhi said, “It is heartbreaking to witness our brothers and sis-
ters who have coexisted peacefully turn against each other. The history of Manipur stands
testament to her ability to embrace people of all ethnicities, religions and backgrounds,
and the myriad possibilities of a diverse society.” Manipur needs to retrieve lost ground
and rebuild peace. The all-party meet will, hopefully, provide a roadmap.

PATNA, POST-PATNA

That Opposition is getting together in same room a year before
2024 is a headline, but they have to script a multi-layered story

OMETHING MAY BE stirring within the ranks of Opposition parties ahead of

2024 and Friday's grand get-together in Patna could give early intimations of the

shift. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar is bound to cut a striking figure as he

plays host, mediator, and possible fulcrum. After all, Nitish was once projected
as a potential face of the national alternative to Narendra Modi after he walked his party
out of its alliance with the BJP because of Modi's rise, but he then went back to the BJP-
led NDA before he broke up with it again. Nitish's political somersaults, however, are un-
likely to set off any more ripples. Even though he took the lead in getting parties across
the political spectrum to agree to share a stage, the driving force for the mega meeting is
much larger than him. Events such as Rahul Gandhi's disqualification from Parliament,
and Manish Sisodia's arrest, may have played a bigger role in bringing together parties that
have made a point so far of not being seen in each other's company, like the Aam Aadmi
Party and Congress, for the Patna photo-op.

The real challenge will begin after the photo-op. This is not the first time that
Opposition parties are attempting a joint platform to take on the dominant ruling party.
But the anti-BJP alliance that is being put together now is against a government with a
many-layered appeal that has decisively won two terms at the Centre, and posted several
electoral successes in the states. It is headed by a leader whose popularity remains high.
Today, Opposition parties must deal with the challenges of jointness — seat-sharing, iden-
tifying a common leader and a common minimum programme — in a polity that is far
more splintered, has sharply defined regional arenas, and therefore many more turf wars.
Moreover, the Congress, for long on adownswing, seems to have found new energy within
after the BharatJodo Yatra, and new confidence without after the Karnataka victory. That
could pose problems for a grouping which includes parties that are claiming the Congress
space, or those that are locked in combat with it in the states.

Will the Congress break its reticence on the Central ordinance that seeks to pare down
the powers of Delhi's AAP government? Will non-BJP parties make common cause only
on common spectres like central misuse of agencies against political opponents, or will they
also say something on national issues like the continuing crisis in Manipur? How much of
the grand alliance will be a pre-poll pact,and how much will it leave to post-election con-
figurations? The answers to those questions and others could start coming in from Patna.

MASCOT OF RECORD

Sylvester daCunha, creator of iconic Amul girl, gave this
country some ‘utterly butterly delicious’ satire

RREVERENCE SELLS. THIS is especially so when it comes from a loveable icon and
touches on the issues of the day with buttery smoothness in times when self-cen-
sorship reigns and satire is receding. It is unlikely that Sylvester daCunha, who
died in Mumbai on Tuesday, realised the impact his creation would have when
he first conceived of the “Amul girl” in 1966. Yet, the child in the polka-dotted dress has
been more than just a brand ambassador for an “utterly, butterly, delicious” product.
While selling butter, she became a reflection of, and a barometer for, a country's zeitgeist.

The Amul girl has borne witness to some of the most significant events in independ-
entIndia. The ads have, at times, parsed the news to pull offa punchline that hit at the heart
of the matter. On Rahul Gandhi's famous (or, infamous, depending on your political lean-
ings) hugin Parliamentin July 2018, the caption read, “embracing ya embarrassing?” The
wit pioneered by daCunha also invited controversy and outrage, for poking fun at the
powers-that-be and for seeming too edgy: The 1976 ad poking fun at the Emergency's ster-
ilisation drive was put out at some risk, and a play of words around the Ganpati festival
invited the ire of the Shiv Sena in the 1980s. Yet, day in and day out, the Amul girl found
ways to turn headlines into taglines.

When daCunha came up with the Amul girl, with inputs from founder Verghese Kurien,
the media as a whole was not the behemoth it is today. And the pre-liberalisation state
was larger and more overbearing. Yet, not only did the girl survive with all her irreverence
intact, she thrived. Now, in the age of memes, internet shutdowns and smart machines,
daCunha can rest easy knowing that his work will find ways to sell butter while taking a
stab or two at the powers that be for some time to come.
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Uniform rights, not laws

On Uniform Civil Code, Law Commission will find it

tough to refute recommendations of its predecessor

FLAVIA AGNES

THE 22ND LAW Commission of India has de-
cided to solicit the views of the public and
recognised religious organisations about the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC). In a public notice,
the Commission headed by former Karnataka
High Court Chief Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi
stated: “Initially the 21st Law Commission of
India had examined the subject of Uniform
Civil Code and solicited the views of all the
stakeholders through its appeal along with a
questionnaire dated October 7, 2016 and fur-
ther ... (periodic) public appeals. Pursuant to
the above overwhelming responses have been
received by the Commission. The 21st Law
Commission of India has issued a consulta-
tion paper on the Reform of Family Law on
August 31, 2018. Since more than three years
have lapsed from the date of issuance of the
said consultation paper, bearing in mind the
relevance and importance of the subject and
also various court orders on the subject, the
Law Commission of India considered it expe-
dient to deliberate afresh over the subject.”

The Commission was referring to a con-
sultation paper on “Reform of Family Law”
by its predecessor. In the paper, the 21st Law
Commission, headed by former Supreme
Court judge Balbir Singh Chauhan, held that
the “formulation of a Uniform Civil Code is
neither necessary nor desirable at this stage”.
Its recommendations were far-reaching. The
Commission had commented, “Mere exis-
tence of difference does not imply discrimi-
nation, but is indicative of a robust democ-
racy”. It had noted that most countries are
moving towards the recognition of difference
in place of legal provisions that are founded
on uniformity between culturally diverse
people — these are unfair to the weaker and
vulnerable sections.

There was much that was pragmaticin the
2Ist Law Commission's recommendations. It
underlined that rather than enacting a UCC,
family laws of every religion must be reformed
tomake them gender-just. It talked about the
uniformity of rights, not laws. The
Commission’s consultation paper emphasised
that celebration of diversity must not disad-

There is much that is
pragmatic about the 21st
Law Commission’s
recommendations. It
underlined that rather than
enacting a UCC, family laws
of every religion must be
reformed to make them
gender-just. It talked about
the uniformity of rights, not
laws. The Commission's
consultation paper
emphasised that celebration
of diversity must not
disadvantage specific groups
and ‘women must be
guaranteed their freedom of
faith without any
compromise on their right to
equality’. The paper then
proceeded to recommend a
series of reforms in the
personal laws of all religions
as well as the secular laws
that place women and
children at a disadvantage.

vantage specific groups and “women must be
guaranteed their freedom of faith without any
compromise on their right to equality”. The
paper then proceeded to recommend a series
of reforms in the personal laws of all religions
as well as the secular laws that place women
and children at a disadvantage.

Those who were under the misconception
that a UCC must be enforced to “teach
Muslims a lesson” were in for a rude shock as
the Law Commission refrained from making
any recommendations ontriple talag, Muslim
bigamy or the constitutional validity of adul-
tery under Section 497 of the IPC since these
issues were before either the Supreme Court
or Parliament. Hence, the most significant of
the 21st Law Commission's recommendations
were about the economic rights of women.

While discussing individual personal law
regimes, the Commission criticised the
Hindu coparcenary system — the Hindu
Undivided Family (HUF) property. Its report
commented that this system was being used
only for tax evasion. It recommended the
abolition of the Hindu coparcenary system.
“Itis high time itis understood that justifying
this institution on the ground of deep-rooted
sentiments at the cost of the country’s rev-
enues may not be judicious,” the 21st Law
Commission held.

The report expressed concern about the
discrimination suffered by women in mat-
ters of inheritance in all personal laws. It sug-
gested the codification of the Muslim law of
inheritance and succession and bringing in
uniform provisions of succession for Shias
and Sunnis. It held that succession and inher-
itance should be based on “proximity to the
deceased rather than a preference to male ag-
nates”. Further, a Muslim widow, even if
childless, should inherit the property of the
deceased as a Class I heir.

Another property-related matter ad-
dressed by the report pertained to the divi-
sion of matrimonial property upon divorce.
While suggesting that “no-fault divorce” must
be introduced in all personal laws, the Law
Commission recommended that all property

acquired after marriage must be divided be-
tween the two parties after the dissolution of
a marriage. The property-related provision
addressed an important concern that was
raised after the UPA government had intro-
duced a Bill in Parliament in 2010 that had a
provision on the “irretrievable breakdown of
marriage” — the Bill lapsed in 2014. Another
important recommendation of the 21st Law
Commission was about the rights a person
with disabilities has in a marriage.

The Commission made an interesting
comment about Muslim polygamy:
“Although polygamy is permitted within
Islam, it is a rare practice among Indian
Muslims. On the other hand, it is frequently
misused by persons of other religions who
convert as Muslims solely to solemnise an-
other marriage.” This comment resonates
with the Supreme Court's observation in Sarla
Mudgal etc. vs the Union of India (1995).
Referring to the issue of conversion and
bigamy, the Court had recommended enact-
ingaUCC.

Ontheissue of custody and guardianship,
the Law Commission stressed that courts
must follow the principle of the “best interest
of the child”. The report also had several rec-
ommendations regarding the rights of Parsi
and Christian women and those married un-
der the Special Marriage Act.

In the five years since the 21st Law
Commission submitted its report, the govern-
ment has not followed up on any of its recom-
mendations.

The 22nd Law Commission was notified
in February 2020 but it was formally consti-
tuted in November last year. In February this
year, the Centre extended its term to August 31,
2024. Legal scholars doubt whether the
Commission will find justifiable grounds in
this short period to overturn the sound rea-
soning of its predecessor and declare that a
UCC s not only desirable but also necessary
at this stage.

The writer is a legal scholar and women’s
rights lawyer
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AN ELITIST RESPONSE

Opposition to Gandhi Peace Prize for Gita Press shows Congress in poor light

ABHINAV PRAKASH

AT THE BEGINNING of the 20th century;, it
was widely held that the destiny of Hindus
was to fade away and their lands absorbed
into either the Islamic or Western religio-cul-
tural zones. A polycentric and archaic soci-
ety riven by numerous social fault lines had
no chance to withstand the modern-indus-
trial world and a resurgent Islamic imperial-
ismin the Subcontinent. But the last century
witnessed the strengthening of the Hindu
cultural and civilisational resurgence and
consolidation of Hindu polity, culminating
in the formation of a Hindu nation, albeit not
aHindu state.

The newly emergent non-traditional cen-
tres of Hindu religiosity played animportant
role. The establishment of the Gita Press was
part of this wide spectrum, ranging from re-
formist to revivalist movements and institu-
tions. Its impact was immense for three rea-
sons: First was the adoption of Hindi as the
medium of printing religious texts; second
was its affordability and third, the collection
and compilation of even lesser-known texts,
making them accessible to most Hindus for
the first time.

Gita Press democratised access to Hindu
religious texts through mass printing and
professional translation into easy Hindi. Even
a low-income household could now afford
to buy sacred texts like Srimad Bhagavatam
or Ramayan. Upanishads, Yoga Darshan and
Shrimad Bhagavad Gita became comprehen-
sible to the middle class and anyone inter-
ested in the subject. It also popularised the
works of poet-saints writing in regional lan-
guages at the pan-India level.

Gita Press did a yeoman service to Hindu
society in reviving and sustaining everyday

Gita Press did a yeoman
service to Hindu society in
reviving and sustaining
everyday Hinduism among
the masses in the fast-
changing 20th century and
kept the younger generations
rooted in the Hindu religion-
cultural framework. With
vividly illustrated pages, the
iconography promoted by
Gita Press had the same
impact on the Hindu
imagination of the divine
that the words of Bhakti
poets once did. Since 1923, it
has sold 930 million copies
of over 1,850 religious books
in15 languages.

Hinduism among the masses in the fast-
changing 20th century and kept the younger
generations rooted in the Hindu religion-cul-
tural framework. With vividly illustrated
pages, the iconography promoted by Gita
Press had the same impact on the Hindu
imagination of the divine that the words of
Bhakti poets once did. Since 1923, it has sold
930 million copies of over 1,850 religious
books in 15 languages.

The decision to confer the Gandhi Peace
Prize to Gita Press at its centennial has been
widely welcomed. The success of Gita Pressin
emphasising the moral and ethical frame-
work and everyday Dharma, goals close to
Gandhiji's heart, makes it the most deserving
candidate for the award. Gandhi himself was
aregular contributor to the magazine of the
GitaPress. The worldview and interpretation
of texts propagated by the Gita Press are also
close to Gandhi's religiosity; his debates and
disagreements with the editors on several so-
cial and political issues notwithstanding.

But whatis surprising is the hostile stand
of the Congress party. Perhaps the new
Congress under Rahul Gandhi has completely
shifted towards the extreme left with its an-
tipathy towards anything Hindu. Congress
was the default party of the Hindus for close
to a century, but now it seems to have given
up any attempt to regain its lost constituency.

The opposition to Gita Press stems from
anaversion towards all Hindu texts by a sec-
tion of the population and old elites. The crit-
ics hide behind the argument that it pro-
motes an orthodox version of Hinduism,
reinforces caste and gender hierarchies, and
contributes to Hindu nationalism. But the in-
terpretation of religious texts is subjective

and a matter of continuous negotiations
within the Hindu discourse. The role of the
GitaPress is primarily that of a publisher, not
an arbiter of social change. It is up to society
and individuals to interpret and apply them
in amodern context.

So unless one argues that printing Hindu
texts and making them accessible is undesir-
able, opposition makes little sense. Curiously,
religious texts of other religions are never op-
posed on such grounds. And Hindu national-
ism, or Hindutva, has long been at logger-
heads with the orthodoxy, especially on the
issue of caste. Gita Press can't be accused of
promoting both simultaneously. Critics who
argue that it promotes a monolithic version of
Hinduism overlook that it makes available a
wide range of texts from different traditions
within Hinduism.

The Opposition has adopted the fatal
strategy of imposing a cultural war in India
like the ones raging across Western liberal
democracies. Be it the Sengol, Gita Press,Ram
Mandir or the issue of forced conversions,
they seem to have concluded that only de-
Hinduisation can pave the path to their elec-
toral victory. But they are then betting against
history. I remember during a discussion in
2013, members of the liberal establishment
smugly argued that Delhi's elite society is fully
immersed in Sufi music and practices and ar-
rogantly dismissed any space for Hindu con-
cerns. Within a year, they were in for a rude
shock. And since Gita Press has played a piv-
otal role in preserving and maintaining India's
Hindu core, their rage is understandable.

The writer is National Vice President of B[YM,
the youth wing of the BJP
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CENTRE VS AKALI DAL

THE GOVERNMENT MADE its position on the
Akali demands clear and put the blame on
their leadership for ending negotiations.
However, it has reiterated that doors for ne-
gotiations with Akalis are still open and ex-
pressed the hope that it will reconsider. Home
Minister P C Sethi, expressed the govern-
ment’s willingness to refer the territorial and
river waters’ disputes to separate tribunals.

FIREARM PUNISHMENT
PUNISHMENT FOR VIOLATION of provisions

of the Arms Act were made more stringent in
anordinance issued by the President. Under
the ordinance the minimum penalty for il-
legal manufacture and sale of arms and am-
munition will be three years imprisonment.
An official announcement said the steps had
been necessitated by the increasing inci-
dence of crime involving the use of firearms.

JBK RESULT ANNULLED

THE ELECTION COMMISSION annulled the
result of the Doda Assembly constituency in
Jammu and Kashmir on the ground that there
had been unprecedented rigging and mal-

practices in some polling booths. The Election
Commission Secretary, R PBhalla,announced
that the commission had, following a detailed
inquiry, ordered arepollin 16 of the 81 polling
booths in Doda constituency.

Inp1A IN WC FINAL

India entered the finals of the Prudential Cup
for the first time with a six-wicket victory
over England in their semi-final encounter.
India scored 217 for four in 554 overs against
England’s 213 all out. India will meet hold-
ers West Indies who beat Pakistan in their
semi-final.

NAGPUR




WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JUNE 23,2023

THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Bangladesh has been quite generous as a host so far. However, amid its current
economic crisis, it will not be possible for us to bear this burden... We, therefore,
urge donors to keep providing the necessary funds for the Rohingya until their

safe and dignified repatriation to their homeland.”

— THEDAILY STAR

The diasporic delusion _
After PM Modi’s visit is over, Hindu American community must confront the writing on the wall: It has I WlSh the PM gave

money, but no influence, because it is so bereft of its own ‘thought leadership’

VAMSEE JULURI

THERE IS A dizzy breeze of self-congratula-
tion in the Indian-American diaspora around
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit. This is
not unexpected. Adulation often fills the
prime minister’s packed stadium events
abroad. Experts readily list trade, technology
and defence achievements to attest to India’s
growing importance. Now, in addition to
these usual reasons for celebration, the PMis
also interacting with prominent “thought
leaders” including popular scientist Neil
deGrasse Tyson, mathematician Nassim
Nicholas Taleb, economist Paul Romer, in-
vestor Ray Dalio, and tech and space vision-
ary Elon Musk.

This outreach towards thought leaders
seems consistent with earlier initiatives to-
wards the Western public sphere by the
Modi government. In January 2022, the PM
wrote personal letters of appreciation to
global figures including cricket players, au-
thors, and scholars. Such actions, backed up
by nine years of his leadership as the Prime
Minister of India and numerous stadium
events abroad, naturally make for a eu-
phoric mood in the Indian diaspora every
time he visits.

Yet, there are some sobering questions
that one might ask. What are the ground re-
alities for Indians in the diaspora today? Have
all these spectacular stadium events and
“thought leader” feelers led to a greater voice
for Indians abroad? Does the Indian-
American diaspora really possess the kind of
influence and power many of its members,
and an uncritical press, often attribute to it?
Or, is the fun and fanfare about “soft power”
a diversion from the glaring reality that the
discourse set by the Western establishment
about the Modi government, India, and
Hindus more broadly, is not what the cheer-
leaders say it is?

Itis telling that just a few days before the
celebrations about the PM’s visit began,
Hindu American leaders were complaining
rather helplessly on social media about how
a first-time California state senator (who
many Hindu Americans had voted for) had
slammed her doors on them. Despite their
pleas that the senator’s anti-caste bill (SB-
403) was based on false premises, divisive,
redundant, and possibly evenillegal for reli-
giously profiling one community, the
Democrats in California apparently found
their Indian American constituents to be
unimportant enough to ignore. Even the fact
of the much talked about Cisco caste inves-
tigation (around which much of the case for
the caste discrimination laws was made) be-
ing dismissed recently has failed to give
Hindu American groups the grounds to con-
test the bill more persuasively.

And yet, from complaining about being
gaslit by the Democratic party, leaders have
turned now to boasting about how impor-
tantIndians are in America. This peculiar be-
haviour reminds us that despite its obvious
educational and economic achievements,
the Indian American diaspora remains in-
credibly isolated, insular, and oblivious to so-
cial and political realities in many ways — the
reality of a deeply embedded, desperately
dishonest, and bitterly unchanging narrative
about Hinduism and Hindus inimportant in-
stitutions in the US.

One can see this narrative even in seem-
ingly complimentary coverage of India and
the diaspora in flagship news media in the
West. “Flattery about GDP, mendacity about
everything else”, seems to be the reigning
formula now. To anyone who studies the
media, or politics or society more broadly,
the writing is quite plainly on the wall.
Hindu Americans have money, but no in-
fluence, because they are so bereft of their
own “thought leadership”, quite frankly,
that they do not know whatit is they are so
quickly losing from one college-going gen-
eration to the next.

Another example of this inability to self-
represent comes from the time of the Obama
administration. A few years ago, the re-
spected US correspondent of an Indian
newspaper shared the story that President
Obama was at a wealthy Indian-American
fundraiser and had remarked that Indian
Americans were the only people who do-
nated to politicians without really asking for
anything for their community. They were
content with just photos and bragging rights.
This tendency has repeated itself for years.
When Indians in the diaspora organise, they
lack a social or cultural “ask” that might ben-
efit them collectively. They spend good
money to get political celebrities but every-
one knows that in the end, these actions are
about securing an individual’s status within
the community, no more.

After decades of such pointless solipsism,
whatever a few cultural organisations might
ask now seems to lack strength, and worse,
even credibility. For instance, no one takes

To anyone who studies the
media, or politics or society
more broadly, the writing is
quite plainly on the wall.
Hindu Americans have
money, but no influence,
because they are so bereft of
their own ‘thought
leadership’, quite frankly,
that they do not know what
itis they are so quickly losing
from one college-going
generation to the next.

CR Sasikumar

their “Hinduphobia” cries seriously because
they have not invested in rigorous social re-
search as a community to show they are se-
rious. When other minority communities in
the US talk about anti-semitism or
Islamophobia, they do so because they have
supported scholars in appropriate fields of
study to examine and inform their claims.
The Hindu-American community, on the
other hand, merely turnsits nose up at schol-
arsin the social sciences and humanities, ob-
sessing instead about the works of a few un-
hinged racists in the ranks of these
professions to pontificate about
Hinduphobia in the academy as a whole. In
over 20 years of skirmishes with academia,
Hindu Americans have failed to listen to one
Hindu voice from the academy. Instead, they
complain to the management, where they
are duly ignored. The status snobbery is ob-
vious, the consequences of this for the com-
munity’s children are less so.

After the euphoria about meeting Modi
and Biden wears down, one hopes that the
diaspora’s wealthiest (if not brightest) will
reassess the reality that confronts their de-
scendants as well as what remains of their
ancestors’ rich spiritual and cultural legacies.
The same caution should apply to Indian
leaders positioning the diaspora for their do-
mestic political gains. If they have really
made India a “Vishwa Guru,” they should be
getting Joe Biden to meet Indian “thought
leaders”, not the other way around.

The writer is professor of media studies at the
University of San Francisco
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Chipping away at federalism

Centralising tendencies have increased under the current government

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT

GIVEN THE DECLINE of most institutions in
India, including the judiciary, federalism
may appear as an antidote to the increasing
concentration of power in the hands of a
few. The results of the elections to the
Karnataka assembly seem to have provided
some hope on this count. But the optimism
needs to be tempered.

As the Chief Minister of Gujarat from
2001 to 2014, Narendra Modi complained
that the Manmohan Singh-led UPA govern-
ment exerted over-centralising authority. As
a candidate for the post of prime minister in
2014, he promised to give more autonomy
to the states. The election manifesto of the
BJP committed “to place centre-state rela-
tionsonaneven keel” and “strive for harmo-
nious Centre-state relations”. But the poli-
cies of the Modi government have
contradicted the BJP's poll promises.

First, the introduction of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) through the 101st
Amendment to the Constitution had a cen-
tralising effect. The GST (whichreplaced sales
taxes and other indirect taxes that were partly
collected by the states) is monitored by a
council where the states have only two-thirds
voting rights while the Centre holds the re-
maining third. A decision of the GST Council

requires a 75 per cent majority -- this effec-
tively gives veto power to the Centre.

Second, the BJP had promised to revive the
Inter-State Council. But a meeting of this body
— created for promoting cooperation between
states — was convened only once during the
Modi government's first term.

Third, while PM Modi resented the cen-
trally sponsored schemes initiated by his
predecessor, he has been more favourably in-
clined towards those that he initiated — nat-
urally so. The Swachh Bharat Mission,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, Jan Dhan
Yojana and Ujjwala Yojana are cases in point.
As the names of most of these schemes sug-
gest, these initiatives are closely associated
with the PM's personality and advertise-
ments publicising these programmes carry
his photograph.

Fourth, PM Modi did not consult the chief
ministers when he took significant decisions,
such as those on “demonetisation” and the
“lockdown” during the first phase of the
Covid pandemic. In March 2020, he an-
nounced a 21-day “lockdown” without con-
sulting chief ministers. Within a few hours
of the PM's announcement, factories had to
shut down, means of transportation were
suspended and people who dared to step out

were chased by the police.

Fifth, the Centre has exerted control over
Opposition-ruled states by putting restrictions
on their interactions with governments out-
side the country.In 2018, after Kerala was dev-
astated by floods, the state government agreed
to receive a Rs 700-crore financial assistance
offered by the UAE. But the Centre said that
India did not require any foreign aid. Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal was not given permission in
time by the Ministry of External Affairs to visit
Singapore to address the World Cities meet in
2022 —the Singapore government withdrew
the permission.

Sixth, the politicisation of the office of
governor — which according to the
Constitution must establish a “living connec-
tion” between the states and the Centre — has
increased in the past five years. Governors
have always deferred to the party in power.
But the current government has taken this
politicisation to another level. For example,
in a surprise move after the elections to the
Goaassembly in 2017, the governor called on
the BJP to form a government even though
the Congress had more MLAs — albeit not a
majority. The role of Delhi's Lt Governor has
been very controversial.

In Karnataka in 2019, then chief minister

and JD(S) leader, H D Kumaraswamy, alleged
that the BJP had tried to bribe some of his party
MLAs into toppling the state government. In
Madhya Pradesh, the BJP was able to engineer
defections in the Congress and form a govern-
ment despite an electoral defeat.

The Modi government has also been ac-
cused of abusing the use of President's rule in
Arunachal Pradesh and in Uttarakhand, where
itwrongly claimed that the government —led
by the Congress Party — had lost its majority
in the assembly. In both cases, the judiciary
had to force the government toreverse its de-
cision. In its decision on the Arunachal gov-
ernment, the Supreme Court strongly criti-
cised the then-governor of the state.

These developments lead us to doubt the
capacity of federalism in resisting the current
regime's centralising tendencies. States with
a non-BJP government can balance the
Centre's power. The question, however, is: Can
the Opposition parties come together or will
they bargain with the BJP before and after the
2024 elections?

Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, and professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s
India Institute, London

The speech in US

That bipartisanship is in the national interest and
great achievements are possible only if everyone
— whatever their vote — is invested in them

ZERO HOUR
BY DEREK O’BRIEN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ad-
dressed lawmakers in the United States of
America. Here is the speech I wish he had
delivered.

Madam Vice-President, Mr Speaker,
Majority and Minority Leaders of both
Houses of Congress, Members of the
Senate and the House of Representatives,
ladies and gentlemen,

AS A REPRESENTATIVE of the world’s
largest democracy and an emissary of its
goodwill to the world’s oldest democracy,
Iam honoured and delighted to be speak-
ing once again before you. For democratic
republics such as India and the United
States, chambers and buildings such as
this one — the Houses of Congress on
Capitol Hill here in Washington, DC, and
Parliament House in New Delhi — are em-
bodiments of popular sovereignty, repos-
itories of the people’s trust and monu-
ments blessed with the sacredness of a
church, a temple, or indeed a mosque. To
serve here, to speak here, to just be here
is as much a political act as a spiritual one.

[ stand before representatives of the
American people fromall states and regions
of your country, representing both your ma-
jor parties. You have welcomed me not in
my personal capacity but as the prime min-
ister of a friendly country and a trusted part-
ner. This sense of bipartisanship offers a
telling lesson on how great achievementsin
a nation’s history are achievable only if in-
vested in by all political stakeholders —
across party lines. This is what defines the
enlightened national interest.

Why am [ making this point? It is to
emphasise that the strength of the India-
US relationship today, and the outcomes
and agreements that we have achieved on
this visit, are a function of continuity. We
have built on the work of our predeces-
sors. In the heat and dust of politics and
campaigning, it becomes difficult to ap-
preciate or even admit this. My govern-
ment has taken forward the diplomatic
agenda of my predecessor’s government.
He, in turn, picked up the thread from his
predecessor. There is a thread of continu-
ity in the service of India, from our first
prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, to the
first prime minister from my party, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, to my predecessor Dr
Manmohan Singh to my term in office.

[ last spoke here in 2016. I was two
years old as prime minister. Today, I have
spent almost a decade in office. The past
nine years have shown our world a pan-
demic, multiple economic crises and the
devastating impact of a war that is still be-
ing waged. In all this, pre-existing and
long-term global issues of concern — from
climate change to poverty alleviation —
remain, often deprived of the attention
and resources that they deserve.

In India, we have responded to these
challenges with the courage and determi-

nation of our people — 1.4 billion of them,
65 per cent of whom are under the age of
35.Even though unemployment remains
abig challenge, the energy and grit of our
young people have lifted our society. We
have responded in two ways.

First, during the pandemic and the
subsequent (admittedly hasty) lockdown,
which was devastating for migrant work-
ers and the middle class, we deployed
tools — whether the biometric-derived
Aadhaar system or the national rural em-
ployment guarantee programme — ini-
tially conceptualised by the previous gov-
ernment to deliver welfare benefits to our
people.

Frankly, I was not always a believer in
the employment guarantee programme,
but now recognise it has arole. In the spirit
of bipartisanship, I see here, I commit to
addressing concerns about financial dues
related to the guarantee programme that
have come from states run by Opposition
party governments. Democracy is about
rising above partisanship.

Second, to give afillip to the economy,
we have undertaken reforms and opened
up many business sectors to greater global
investment as well as spending on infra-
structure. Started in 1991, this has made
India an attractive economy for global in-
vestors. That continuity is what defines
democracy. Representative government
is not a sprint; it is a never-ending relay,
and at various junctures, we pass the ba-
ton from one to another.

The last decade has also taught me to
have the humility to learn from mistakes.
We passed the farm laws in 2020, but after
legitimate protests from farmers across the
country, we repealed them. Then there
was demonetisation announced in 2016.
We soon realised that this economic mis-
adventure failed to meet any of its stated
objectives. Indeed, what India’s first Prime
Minister said rings true, “Let us be a little
humble; let us think that the truth may not
perhaps be entirely with us”.

Friends, the bipartisanship and unity
across party lines that [ see before me are
heart-warming and yet bittersweet. Alittle
over three weeks ago, the new Parliament
building was inaugurated in New Delhi.
Many of the Opposition parties and their
MPs stayed away. At such a historic mo-
ment, at the opening of a Parliament build-
ing that will serve our country for the next
100years, well after our generation is gone,
this should not have happened. I am not
here to point fingers. All of us must share
the blame; itis a shared failure. Amoment
for me to introspect.

In truth, democracy is not about par-
tisanship but about partnership.
Democracies need partnerships within
their societies and their polities. That is
why democracies instinctively reach out
to each other. That is why our two great
nations have forged an unusually strong
bond. This is the gift of democracy — a gift
that empowers us but also humbles us —
each of us, all of us, Indian and American,
you and me.

May those cherished values of democ-
racy continue to keep us inspired and
keep us grounded. May our countries
prosper together.

Thank you.

The writer is Member of Parliament and
Leader, All India Trinamool Congress
Parliamentary Party (Rajya Sabha)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CHINA’S VOTE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Chinese hurdle’ (IE, June 22). Chinese
workers in Pakistan have suffered due
to terror attacks. On July 13, 2021, 10
Chinese engineers were killed and 26
seriously injured in Kohistan. China ex-
tracted $11.9 million from Pakistan as
compensation to be paid to the ag-
grieved. It seems both countries have
forged some understanding on the is-
sue. So, blocking the mastermind of the
26/11 Mumbai terror attack Sajid Mir
from the list of global terrorists is an un-
fair tactic. This unethical support to ter-
rorism may backfire,

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Chinese hurdle’ (IE, June 22). It seems
that China will never stop protecting ter-
rorists.On Tuesday;, it blocked a proposal
to designate Pakistan-based LeT terror-
ist Sajid Mir as a global terrorist by the
UNSC. Mir is wanted for his involvement
in the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks.
China should join hands with the rest of
the world in bringing terrorists like him
to justice. Instead of trying to appease
Pakistan, China should resolve to uproot
the terrorism across the world.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

REBUILD TRUST

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Shah calls
all-party meeting on June 24 to discuss
Manipur’ (IE, June 22). The state govern-
ment must act swiftly, with the help of
the Centre, to bring back normalcy by
increasing patrolling in riot-hit areas,
providing relief to displaced people and
cutting the wings of militant outfits. A
plan for the return of those displaced
must also be formulated. The onus now
lies on the civil society members to work
towards rebuilding inter-community re-
lations.

Vandana Chopra, Chandigarh

IN BAD TASTE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A relation-
ship turned sour’ (IE, June 21). It is not
only ironic but also heartbreaking that
a prize established in the name of
Gandhi has been given to the Gita Press,
the very organisation for which he was
ananathema, and which doesn't believe
in his principles of Sanatan Dharma. This
is another attempt by the Modi govern-
ment to undermine the Gandhian ideol-
ogy and philosophy — usurping his
name and legacy — while promoting the
Hindutva ideology of BJP and RSS.
Kanti Kumar, Dehradun
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HNLUR NS S8 VISIT TO THE US

For Biden, testament of an Irish
poet’s love for the Upanishads

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi presented
US President Joe Biden with a first edition
print of the book The Ten Principal Upanishads.

The book, translated from the Sanskrit by
Shri Purohit Swami, a scholar of Hindu scrip-
ture, and the great Irish poet WB Yeats, is con-
sidered one of the best translations of the
Upanishads. Written in the mid-1930s, the
book was a product of Yeats’ desire to create
a translation true to the original text which
would still be accessible to the layperson.

“[A] translation that would read as
though the original had been written in
common English,” Yeats wrote in the pref-
ace of the original.

The Upanishads

The Upanishads discuss the ontological
connection between humanity and the cos-
mos. They serve as the foundational texts
in many traditions of Hindu theology. Dated
toroughly 800-500 BC, the Upanishads dis-
cuss concepts such as transmigration,
which have today become central to the
Hindu tradition.

William Butler Yeats

Yeats is among the foremost modern
poets in English and the most globally
recognisable Irish poet of the 20th century.

He was central to the Irish Literary Revival,
and the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1923 “for hisalways inspired poetry, which
inahighly artistic form gives expression to the
spirit of a whole nation”.

Yeats and the Upanishads

Yeats’ interest in the Upanishads and in
India predates the Ten Principal Upanishads
by decades.

As a young adult, Yeats was drawn to
theosophy and met Mohini Chatterjee, a
prominent figure in Bengal’s burgeoning
Theosophical circles, when the latter vis-
ited Dublin in 1885.

After this meeting, Yeats wrote three po-
ems (published in 1889) that referred to
India: The Indian to his Love, The Indian upon
God, and Anushuya and Vijaya.

Yeats’ deep connection with India was
perhaps best exemplified in his friendship
with the poet Rabindranath Tagore. “His as-
sociation with Rabindranath Tagore is well
known and his introduction to Gitanjali was
important in bringing the text to the notice

Diamond grown in a lab: Gift of
Tesponsible luxury’ to FLOTUS

Prime Minister Narendra

of western audiences,” Dr Munish Tamang,
Associate Professor of English at Motilal
Nehru College, Delhi University, told The
Indian Express.

“The Ten Principal Upanishads is a jointly
translated work which Yeats took on due to
his long running interest in India,” Dr
Tamang said.

President Biden himself has Irish roots.
His ancestors moved to the US from Europe
more than 165 years ago.

Modi with President Joe
Biden and First Lady Jill
Biden; (above) the lab-grown
diamond. Reuters/Handout

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi presented
First Lady of the United States (FLOTUS) Jill
Biden with a 7.5 carat lab-grown green dia-
mond in an exquisite papier mdché box from
Kashmir known as kar-e-kalamdani, the
Indian government said in a statement.
Lab-grown diamonds are considered

more socially and environmentally respon-
sible, while being nearly identical to natural
diamonds. “The diamond reflects Earth-
mined diamonds’ chemical and optical prop-
erties. It is also eco-friendly, as eco-diversi-
fied resources like solar and wind power
were used in its making,” the statement said.

The statement described the diamond as
a“beacon of responsible luxury” that “emits
only 0.028 grams of carbon per carat”.

Not diamond simulants

Lab-grown diamonds (LGDs) are pro-
duced using specific technology that mim-
ics the geological processes that produce nat-
ural diamonds. They are not the same as
diamond simulants or imitation diamonds
— LGDs are chemically, physically, and opti-
cally diamond, and are difficult to tell apart
from Earth-mined diamonds.

Producing LGDs

LGDs can be produced in multiple ways.
The most common (and cheapest)is the ‘high
pressure, high temperature’ (HPHT) method.
This method requires extremely heavy
presses that can produce up to 730,000 psi of
pressure under extremely high temperatures
(1,500 degrees Celsius or higher).

Usually, graphite is used as the “diamond
seed”,and when subjected to these extreme
conditions, the relatively inexpensive form
of carbon turns into one of its most expen-
sive forms. Other processes include ‘chemi-
cal vapour deposition’ (CVD), and explosive
formation that creates what are known as
“detonation nanodiamonds”.

Responsible gems

Since renewable or clean energy sources
canbe used in all of these methods, LGDs are
more eco- friendly than traditionally mined
diamonds. Also, the production of LGDs skips
the most socially exploitative aspects of dia-
mond mining that has given rise to monikers
such as “blood diamond”.

For these reasons, as also for the fact of
depletion of natural diamond reserves, LGDs
are gradually replacing the prized gemstone
inthe jewellery industry. Since LGDs like nat-
ural diamonds undergo processes of polish-
ing and cutting before they get their charac-
teristic sparkle, the growth in their
production and popularity is unlikely to af-
fect India’s diamond cutting and polishing
industry.
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THIS WORD MEANS
SUMMER SOLSTICE

SAL¥:N)[50] YOUR MONEY

For those living in the Northern Hemisphere, June 21

marks the summer solstice,

the longest day of the year

Revellers mark the Summer Solstice at England’s Stonehenge Wednesday. AP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

THE LONGEST day of the year, for anyone
living north of the Equator, is June 21. The
day is referred to as the summer solstice,
and it occurs when the sunis directly over
the Tropic of Cancer, or more specifically
right over 23.5 degrees north latitude.

Why do we have it?

Since Earth rotates on its axis, the
Northern Hemisphere gets more direct
sunlight between March and September
over the course of aday, which also means
people living in the Northern Hemisphere
experience summer during this time. The
rest of the year, the Southern Hemisphere
gets more sunlight.

During the solstice, the Earth’s axis —
around which the planet spins, complet-
ing one turn each day — is tilted in a way
that the North Pole is tipped towards the
Sun and the South Pole is away fromiit.

Typically, this imaginary axis passes

right through the middle of the Earth
from top to bottom and is always tilted at
23.5 degrees with respect to the Sun.
Therefore, the solstice, as NASA puts it, is
thatinstant in time when the North Pole
points more directly toward the Sun than
atany other time during the year. Solstice
means “sun stands still” in Latin.

What happens during the solstice?

This day sees the Earth receiving a
greater amount of energy from the Sun.
The maximum amount of sunlight re-
ceived by the Northern Hemisphere
during this time is usually on June 20, 21
or 22. In contrast, the Southern
Hemisphere receives most sunlight on
December 21,22 or 23 when the north-
ern hemisphere has its longest nights —
or the winter solstice.

The amount of light received by a spe-
cific area in the Northern Hemisphere
during the summer solstice depends on
the latitudinal location of the place. The
further north one moves from the equa-
tor, the more light one receives.
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Inflation down, not (all) prices

The headline retail inflation rate fell to a 25-month low in May, thanks in part to a high base effect. But the
inflation rate has remained high in several categories of food and household items — which means
shopping for groceries continues to pinch. The performance of the monsoon will be crucial for the future

-
i
AANCHAL MAGAZINE

THE HEADLINE retail inflation rate fell to a
25-month low in May and the wholesale
price index (WPI)is now deep in the red, but
groceries and household items continue to
appear expensive to most Indians. Why?

While some of the decline in year-on-
year inflation rates is statistical, prices of ce-
reals, milk, spices, prepared meals, snacks,
and sweets, as well as the costs of educa-
tion, personal care items, and household
goods and services continue to pinch con-
sumers’ pockets.

While a high base effect (the impact of
the corresponding base, or period of the pre-
vious year on current growth estimates) has
helped ease the headline number (which has
been on a downward trajectory for the last
four months and fell below 5% in April and
May), the inflation rate for some household
items continues to be sticky. Core inflation —
the non-food, non-fuel segment — will likely
stay around 5% in the near term.

Ahighbase also helped inasharp decline
in the WPI-linked inflation rate, whichis ex-
pected to pass through to retail inflation with
alag. Datareleased last week showed whole-
sale inflation at a seven-and-a-half-year low
of (-)3.48%in May on the back of a high base
effect, easing global commodity prices, food,
fuel, primarily articles, and manufactured
items. The wholesale inflation rate was in
double digits during April-September 2022,
and reached 16.63% in May 2022.

Which items have displayed high
inflation rates?

M In the ‘food and beverages’ category,
which carries a weight of 54.18% in the
Consumer Price Index (Combined), ‘cereals
and products’ have remained in double dig-

CPIINFLATION TRENDS

M Cereals and products
M Spices M Personal care and effects

20
16

12

M Milk and products
M General Index (All Groups)

B

Household goods & services

17.9%

12.65%

9.92%
8.91%

— 6.05%

4.25%

Apr2022 -
May 2022 —
Jun2022 +
Jul2022 +
Aug 2022 -
Sept 2022
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Nov 2022 —

Dec 2022 +
Jan2023 +
Feb2023
Mar2023
Apr2023
May 2023

its since September 2022 (when it recorded
a 11.53% inflation rate), peaking to 15.27%in
March 2023. ‘Cereals and products’, which
has a weight of 12.35% in the CPI, saw the in-
flation rate fall to 13.67% in April and 12.65%
in May.

M The ‘milk and products’ category too
has seen an inflation rate of more than 7%
since September 2022, peaking at 9.65% this
February. The inflation rate for this category
(with a weight of 7.72% in the CPI) eased to
8.85% in April, but rose to 8.91% in May.

M Inflation rate has been sticky in ‘spices’
and ‘prepared meals, snacks, sweets’ as well.
Over the last one year, barring May 2022, the
inflation rate for spices (weight of 3.11%) has
remained in double digits, peaking to 21.09%
in January this year. In May, it was recorded
at17.9%.

M Prepared meals, snacks, sweets too
have recorded a 6%-plus inflation rate in the
last one year.

B Among non-food items, the inflation
rate for household goods and services, al-

though easing to 6.05% in May from 6.46% in
April and 7% in March, has remained above
6% for the last one year.

M Education, which has a weight of 3.46%
inthe index, has seen inflation above 5% since
July 2022. The inflation rate in the ‘personal
care and effects’ category has been rising
steadily, with the latest print for May at 9.2%
from 9% in April.

Where has inflation recorded a
downward trend?

B The ‘meatand fish’ category hasbeenin
the deflationary zone for the last three
months, with (-)1.29% in May, (-)1.23% in
April, and (-)1.42% in March. The gains inin-
flation have come mainly due to a high base
0f 6.97%in April 2022 and 8.23% in May 2022.

M The ‘oils and fats’ category, which has a
weight of 4.21% in the CPI, has recorded a
sharp decline in inflation, remaining in neg-
ative territory for the last four months. The
inflation rate was (-)16.01% in May and (-
)12.03% in April, compared with 13.26% in

May 2022 and 17.28%in April 2022. In index
terms, the category has seen a sharp decline
to 170 in May and 174.9 in April from 202.4
and 199.5 in the corresponding months last
year.

M A high base has also helped ease infla-
tion for fruits and vegetables. Though veg-
etables saw a month-on-month increase of
3.34% in May, it has remained in the nega-
tive zone for the last seven months on a year-
on-year basis. The inflation rate for vegeta-
bles was in double digits during
April-September 2022, and entered nega-
tive territory thereafter.

What kinds of inflation risks lie ahead?

While the headline inflation number is
expected to remain below 5% in the near
term, after the release of inflation data for
May, most economists said they expected
the inflation rate to rise marginally in June
2023, the data for which will be released on
July 12.

Concerns remain over the potential im-
pact of a poor monsoon on food inflation in
the second half of this fiscal. “The develop-
ment of E1Nino conditions would be closely
monitored as these could lead to a sub-par
monsoon and impact kharif yields and rabi
sowing, and thereby impact crop output and
food inflation. The headline CPlinflation may
rise mildly to4.5-4.7% in June 2023 from 4.3%
in May 2023, based on the early uptrend in
the prices of most of the food items, barring
edible oils,” Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
ICRA said.

Rahul Bajoria, MD & Head of EM Asia (ex-
China) Economics, Barclays, said in a note
that the prices of pulses and cereals need to
be watched. “Milk prices continue to rise,...
cooking oil prices continue to fall amid lower
import costs, but sugar is at risk amid rising
global prices. Cereal prices...may rise in June
given early trends. Given the largely seasonal
rise in food prices, we think food inflation is
likely to remain manageable, but should rise
onay-o-y basis in H2 FY24,” he said.

Among non-food items, core inflation is
sticky due to persistence in health, educa-
tion costs, and in the personal care and ef-
fects category, experts said.

Kerala: Why Congress has filed a PIL against a cameras-on-roads project

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JUNE 22

AFTER TWO Congress leaders in Kerala filed
apublicinterest litigation (PIL) alleging cor-
ruption in the installation of Al-enabled
traffic cameras on state roads, the High
Court Tuesday ordered serving of notice to
the government departments and private
entities involved in the project. The court
also asked the respondents not to make any
payment under annuity to the contractor
until further orders from the court.

The PIL has been filed by V D Satheesan,
Kerala Opposition leader, and his party col-
league Ramesh Chennithala.

What is the project?
On April 21, the state launched a fully au-

tomated traffic enforcement system as part
of the Safe Kerala scheme. Under it, 726
Artificial Intelligence-enabled cameras have
beeninstalled along the highways and ma-
jor roads in the state, which capture traffic
violations and registration numbers of of-
fending vehicles.

The cameras dispatch the violations to
14 district-level control rooms as well as a
state-level control room run by the Motor
Vehicle Department.

Since June 5, the department has started
serving notices to vehicle-owners based on
the offences detected by these cameras.
Vehicle owners/riders have to pay a fixed
penalty, with the sum depending upon the
offence.

Who is in charge of implementation?
The project was awarded to state-run

Kerala State Electronics Development
Corporation Limited (KELTRON)at a cost of
Rs 236 crore under the Build, own, operate,
transfer (BOOT) model.

KELTRON had claimed thatin five years,
the fines collected would generate a rev-
enue of Rs 188 crore for the government be-
yond the operation cost of the project.

Who are the vendors chosen by
KELTRON?

When KELTRON invited tenders, four
companies participated. Bengaluru-based
SRIT bagged the work for Rs 151.10 crore.
SRIT formed a consortium with two other
firms, Presadio Technologies Pvt Limited
and Al Hind Tours and Travels, both based in
Kozhikode.

Presadio, the sub-contractor, entered
into another agreement with Lyte Master,

which emerged after Al Hind withdrew
from the project. Lyte Master too withdrew
after a financial crisis, giving entry to
Eccentric Digital Private Limited.

What is the Opposition alleging?

The Opposition claimed that SRIT form-
ing a consortium was illegal. KELTRON has
to pay SRIT Rs 151 crore in 20 installments
from the first quarter from the day the proj-
ect goes live. This is against the BOOT model,
the Opposition said.

They further alleged that the actual cost
of equipment, software, etc. detailed in the
tender document would only come to
about Rs 75 crore, which was “ballooned”
to Rs 236 crore by KELTRON. It then ten-
dered it for Rs 151 crore to SRIT.

Another allegation is that the four com-
panies that participated in the tender

process were proxies for SRIT. SRIT formed
a consortium to implement the project,
which shows it got the sub-contract with-
out any technical know-how, the
Opposition claimed.

KELTRON has said that all the purchases
for the project are transparent and done
through an open bidding process, it has in-
spected all instruments distributed by SRIT
to ensure quality, and it “has no direct links
with the firms which had bagged the sub-
contract from SRIT.”

The Opposition has also alleged that the
storing of people's images by private bodies
is a violation of privacy.

KELTRON has claimed that only images
of traffic violations and related data are dis-
patched to the central control room, where
the Motor Vehicle Department is their only
custodian.

What does the PIL say?

The petition has trained guns on SRIT
and Presadio Technologies. It says that SRIT
got the tender “by violating every tender
condition, and Presadio became the proj-
ect co-ordinator with 60 per cent share in
the profit.”

“Inreality, persons behind the two enti-
ties are closely associated with those in the
corridors of power...The award of contract,
the manner in which the files have moved
will show the cartel formation to favour
these respondents to siphon public funds,”
the petition says.

The PIL has demanded that levying of
fine for traffic violations detected by the
new system be stayed, and disbursal of pay-
ments in installments to SRIT be stopped.
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Byju’s auditor quits SEMICONDUCTOR DEALS WITHU.S. FIRMS

Microntoinvestupto $825mn

amid mounting
financial worries

Edtech startup denies reports of 3
board members stepping down

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

DEEPENING THE crisis in educa-
tion tech startup Byju’s, Deloitte
Haskins & Sells, auditors of the
company, resigned, citing its in-
ability to finalise audit reports for
the financial years ended March
2021 and March 2022 amid es-
calating financial concerns.

According to the auditor, the
financial statements of the com-
pany for the year ended March
31,2022 are long delayed. In ac-
cordance with the Companies
Act, 2013, the audited financial
statements for the year ended
March 31, 2022 were due to be
laid before shareholders in the
annual general meeting by
September 30,2022.

“We have also not received
any communication on the reso-
lution of the audit report modifi-
cations in respect of the year
ended March 31, 2021, status of
audit readiness of the financial
statements and the underlying
books and records for the year
ended March 31, 2022 and we
have not been able to commence
theauditasondate,” Deloitte said.
“As aresult, there will be a signif-
icantimpact on our ability to plan,
design, perform and complete the
audit in accordance with the ap-
plicable auditing standards.”

“In view of the aforesaid, we
are tendering our resignation as
statutory auditors of the com-
pany with immediate effect,” the
auditor said. Deloitte was ap-
pointed for a five-year tenure till
March 2025.

Following the exit of Deloitte,
Byju’s appointed BDO (MSKA &

" Byju’s )

CEO Byju
i Raveendran
Associates)as its statutory audi-
tors for the year commencing
from FY22 for the next five years.
Under this appointment, BDO
will cover the holding company,
Think and Learn Pvt Ltd, its ma-
terial subsidiaries such as
Aakash Education Services Ltd as
well as the overall group consol-
idated results.

Meanwhile, there was spec-
ulation in the market that three
of Byju's directors have resigned.
They include G V Ravishankar of
Sequoia Capital, Vivian Wu of
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative,
Russell Dreisenstock of Prosus.

However, a spokesperson of
Byju’s said: “A recent media re-
port suggesting the resignations
of board members from Byju’sis
entirely speculative. Byju’s
firmly denies these claims...”

Byju’s reported a loss of Rs
4,564 crore in FY21. The financial
statement showed the net loss
saw an increase as promotion
and employee expenses rose.

The company was earlier in
breach of the covenants of the
$1.2 billion loan it took in
November 2022. It reportedly
failed to provide its financial
statements to the lenders ac-
cording to the stipulated dead-
line as part of the loan covenant.
Following this, a group of lenders
who participated in the term
loan pushed for faster repay-
ment of part of the loan.

SEBI bars Eros Group entities,
MD Lulla from securities market

Bengaluru: Market regulator SEBI
Thursday said it had barred Eros
Group Managing Director Sunil
Arjan Lulla and three of the me-
dia company’s entities from the
securities market, citing account-
ing irregularities at the firm.
Inaninterimorder, SEBI said it
had found prima facie evidence

that the books of accounts were
“overstated and do not present a
true and fair picture of the finan-
cial health of the Company”. SEBI
has barred Eros International
Media Ltd , Eros Worldwide and
Eros Digital. Pradeep Kumar
Dwivedi, CEO of Eros International,
was also barred. REUTERS
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US  chipmaker = Micron
Technology said it will invest up
to $825 million in its first semi-
conductor assembly and test fa-
cility in India, to be constructed
in Gujarat under a Union govern-
ment incentive scheme.

The announcement came af-
ter Prime Minister Narendra
Modi — who is on a three-day
visit to the US — met Micron CEO
Sanjay Mehrotra on Thursday.

“The Prime Minister invited
Micron Technology to boost
semiconductor manufacturingin
India. He noted that India can pro-
vide competitive advantages in
various parts of the semiconduc-
tor supply chain,” a statement by
the Prime Minister’s Office said.

The facility will cost $2.75 bil-
lion — Micron will invest $825
million, 50 per cent will come
from the Centre and 20 per cent
from the Gujarat government.

This, however, is not a semi-
conductor manufacturing facil-

Nirmala attends
Paris Summit

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Thursday
discussed G20 efforts to
strengthen multilateral develop-
ment banks to address global
challenges. The Finance Minister
highlighted the contribution of
the G20 India Presidency on
Capital Adequacy Framework re-
forms and the G20 Expert Group
onstrengtheningMDBs.  PTI

Carlyle to offload
Delhivery stake

Bengaluru: PE firm Carlyle plans
to sell its entire 2.53% stake in
Indian logistics firm Delhivery via
its special purpose vehicle for at
least $86 million. Carlyle plans to
sell shares at a floor price of Rs
385.50 apiece. REUTERS

Turkish Airlines

New Delhi: Turkish Airlines won
its 8th Best Airline in Europe prize
atWorld Airline Awards.  ENS

Starlink entry may spark satcom
price wars with Jio and Bharti

JATINGROVER
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

WITH ELON Musk announcing
that his Starlink satellite internet
services will enter India, analysts
expect a price war in this space
on the lines of the telecom sec-
tor in 2016 with the entry of
Reliance Jio.

With Starlink’s entry, India’s
satellite communication space
will have three players, with
Bharti Enterprises’ OneWeb and
Jio being the other two to have
applied for licences.

The very nature of satellite
broadband space means pricing
at a premium to the fibre-based
broadband services. So to capture
market in rural and remote areas,

where income levels are low, a
price war is imminent. Analysts
feel that three players in the
satellite space is more than what
the market has to offer, so tariff
will definitely matter to gain sub-
scribers and market share.

As per industry estimates, the
pricing of satellite internet services
is expected to be around ¥8,000-
10,000 per month along with one
time set-up cost. This is much
higher than broadband plans.

Since satellite internet serv-
ices are best suited for far-flung
areas, at these prices, companies
like Starlink may not find enough
takers for their services asincome
levels are not high in these areas.

“Internet services through
satellites is the apt way for pro-
viding services in far-flung rural

areas. Satellite companies can in-
troduce promotional offers ini-
tially to tap the market and once
the scale is achieved, the cost of
offering such services will be-
come viable,” TV Ramachandran,
president of Broadband India
Forum (BIF), said.

According to some industry
executives, Bharti’s OneWeb may
take alead. “We believe OneWeb
has an initial focus on the B2B
market,” Shivaji Chatterjee, exec-
utive vice president at Hughes
Communications, said. Hughes
has a services distributor agree-
ment with OneWeb for satellite
communication services.

Some feel the government
may provide some subsidy for
satellite net services as it provides
connectivity to remote areas. FE

What'’s the bulk SMS scam and
why did SEBI bar 135 entities?

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

Market regulator SEBI has barred
135 entities from from buying,
selling or dealing in securities due
to manipulation of stocks of five
small-cap companies. It fined
them Rs 126 crore.

The scam

The markets regula-
torinitiated an investiga-
tion into the trading of
scrips of five small-cap
companies — Mauria Udyog Ltd,
7NR Retail Ltd, Darjeeling
Ropeway Company Ltd, GBL
Industries Ltd and Vishal Fabrics
Ltd — afterit witnessed an abnor-
mally sharp rise in their share
prices and trading volume.

SEBI observed certain strong

EXPLAINED

commonalitiesin the trading pat-
tern followed by various entities in
these five scrips. One common fea-
ture was that ‘buy recommenda-
tions’ forall five scrips were widely
circulated through bulk SMSs.
The period of SMS circulation
coincided with an astronomical
rise in the prices and volumes of
the shares of most
these companies.

The modus

operandi
® SEBI said the ma-
nipulation was mainly
centred around the circulation of
bulk SMSs in the scrips of five
companies with a ‘buy recom-
mendation’ to investors. It found
that there were two phases of
dealing with the scrips — one
was the ‘pre-SMS circulation’
phase in which the scrips which

did not have the backing of any
significant corporate announce-
ments or did not have very sound
fundamentals, witnessed sub-
stantial movement in their
prices. The second phase kicked
in after circulation of bulk SMSs
with buy recommendations dur-
ing which the trade volumes and
prices of the scrips rose. In this,
certain entities exited from these
scrips after pocketing a profit.

Caution for investors

There have been many in-
stances where investors have
been misled by finfluencers and
others. These entities use social
media channels to provide
wrong investment tips. SEBI has
often cautioned investors to be
aware of fraudulent activities
carried out through SMS, web-
sites and social media.

. 1%
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PM Modi with Sanjay
Mehrotra, CEO of Micron, at
the White House. ANI

mbly plant in Gujarat

Bengaluru: US semiconductor
toolmaker Applied Materials
will invest $400 million over
four years in a new engineer-
ing center in India, the com-
pany said on Thursday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had met the company's
CEO Gary Dickerson in
Washington on Wednesday
and invited Applied to
strengthen the chip industry in
the country. The new centre is

Applied Materials to invest
$400 mn for engg centre

expected to be located near the
company's existing facility in
Bengaluru and is likely to sup-
port more than $2 billion of
planned investments and cre-
ate 500 new advanced engi-
neeringjobs, the company said.

Applied currently operates
across six sites in India and
works closely with Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore
and Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay. REUTERS

ity. Micron’s plant will essen-
tially focus on packaging chips —
it will transform wafers into ball
grid array integrated circuit
packages, memory modules and
solid-state drives.

Micron said construction of
the new facility in Gujarat is ex-
pected to begin in 2023 and the
first phase of the project will be

operational in late 2024. A sec-
ond phase of the project is ex-
pected to start toward the second
half of the decade, it said. The two
phases together will create up to
5,000 new direct Micron jobs.
“Micron selected the state of
Gujarat due to its manufacturing
infrastructure, conducive busi-
ness environment and a well-es-

tablished talent pipeline in the
SANAND Industrial Park (Gujarat
Industrial Development
Corporation - GIDC),” the com-
pany said in a statement.

India’s Rs 76,000-crore in-
centive scheme for the chip
ecosystem is yet to attract mar-
quee names to set up core fabri-
cation plants.

Fitch raises growth forecast to
0.3%, cites output, momentum

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

CITING STRONGER out-turn in
the January-March quarter and
near-term momentum, Fitch on
Thursday revised its forecast of
India's economic growth in
2023-24 to 6.3%, from 6% pre-
dicted in March.

This is one of the first upward
revisions of India's growth esti-
mate for this fiscal by a global
agency,and may tend to mark an
alignment of the independent
forecasts with the view taken by
the government and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), if others con-
form.

Both the RBl and the ministry
of finance have pegged the gross
domestic product (GDP) expan-
sion at 6.5% for FY24 and main-
tain the risks to this growth rate
are evenly balanced.

“The recent high-frequency

data point to sustained near-term
momentum as highlighted by ris-
ing PMI indices, higher car sales
and increased power consump-
tion. The economy also continues
to benefit from high bank credit
growthand infrastructure spend-
ing (with more to come from the
latter),” Fitch said.

The International Monetary
Fund's latest estimate of India’s
GDP growthin the current fiscal is
5.9%.Inits April review, ithad cut
growth forecasts for India for the
current fiscal by 20 bps, and for
the next fiscal by 50 bps to 6.3%.
These revisions had widened the
gap betweeniits forecasts and that
of the RBl and the government for
the current year.

Chief economic adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran has re-
cently said India could grow 6.5-
7% annually through 2030 sans
any additional reforms or the
risk of overheating. With more
reforms, growth could acceler-

ate to 7.5%-8%, he said.

With a stronger-than-ex-
pected rate of expansion of 6.1%
in Q4, the FY23 GDP growth
came in at 7.2%, compared with
the advance estimate of 7%.

Fitch also forecast that the
RBI will pause its rate cycle this
year as against its earlier forecast
of one more 25bp increase.

On June 8, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) of the
RBI maintained status quo on the
reporate, keepingitat6.5%, inits
second bi-monthly policy meet-
ing of the current fiscal. The RBI
revised its FY24 inflation projec-
tion slightly lower to 5.1% from
its earlier forecast of 5.2%, but
flagged that developments re-
lated to the monsoon needs to
be monitored.

India’s growth on a non-sea-
sonally adjusted basis in Q4FY23
was higher than expected at6.1%
onyear relative to Fitch’s forecast
of 4.3%. FE

International market data till 1900 IST

Das at MPC meet:
Adverse climate
events can change
inflation trajectory

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 22

ALTHOUGH INFLATION trajec-
tory has seen significant soften-
ing in March-April 2023, adverse
climate events have the poten-
tial to change the direction of the
inflation trajectory, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das cautioned in the
minutes of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting held
onJune6to8.

The retail inflation or CPI
eased toan 18-month low of 4.7
per cent in April from 5.7 per
centin March. It further declined
to4.25 per cent in May.

According to the RBI
Governor, compared to April, un-
certainties on the inflation out-
look for the second half of the
current fiscal have not abated.

“The spatial and temporal
distribution of the south-west
monsoon in the backdrop of a
likely EI Nino weather pattern
needs to be watched carefully,
especially for its impact on food
prices. International prices for
key food items like rice and sugar
are atelevated levels,” Das wrote
in the MPC minutes released on
Thursday.

“Adverse climate events have
the potential to quickly change
the direction of the inflation tra-
jectory,” Das said.

In the June 8 policy, the six-
member MPC left the repo rate
unchanged at 6.5 per cent for the
second consecutive time in a
row. The panel revised down-
ward the CPI projection margin-
ally to 5.1 per cent from an ear-
lier estimate of 5.2 per cent while
retaining the real GDP growth
target at 6.5 per cent.

The RBI Governor said infla-
tion is now projected to average
5.1 per cent in 2023-24 com-
pared to 6.7 per centin2022-23,
but this would still be above the
target.

“The disinflation towards the
target rate of 4 per cent (for CPI)
is likely to be gradual and pro-
tracted,” Das said. The RBI has

BoE hikes key
rate to 5% in
surprise move

London: The Bank of
England raised interest
rates by abigger-than-ex-
pected half a percentage
point on Thursday;, after it
said there had been “sig-
nificant” news suggesting
British inflation would
take longer to fall. The
BoE's Monetary Policy
Committee voted 7-2 to
raise its main interest rate
to 5% from 4.5%, the high-
est since 2008 and its
largest rate increase since
February, following stick-
ier inflation and wage
growth since policymak-
ers metin May. REUTERS

been mandated by the govern-
ment to keep consumer price in-
dex-based inflation (CPI)at4 per
centwithaband of +/-2 per cent.
Geo-political tensions, uncer-
tainty on crude price trajectory
and volatile financial markets
pose further upside risks to
prices, he said, adding that these
considerations warrant close
monitoring of the evolving price
dynamics.

Das, who voted for keeping
repo rate unchanged in the June
policy, said the fullimpact of the
250basis point rate hike over the
past one year is still unfolding.
“Our fight againstinflation is not
yet over. We need to undertake
aforward-looking assessment of
the evolving inflation-growth
outlook and stand ready to act, if
the situation warrants,” he said.

Das also voted to continue
with the policy stance of 'with-
drawal of accommodation' given
the surplus liquidity in the bank-
ing systemand as there isaneed
to align headline inflation with
4 per cent target on a durable ba-
sis, the minutes showed.

"5?'?!'.

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-10
TENDERING DIVISION (M)-10, ROOM NO. 103, Ist FLOOR, ENGINEERS BHAWAN,
NEAR MOOL CHAND CROSSING, ANDREWS GANJ, NEW DELHI-110049
Mail:- eetm10.djb@gmail.com. Mob.- 9650291341

'l

NIT No. 16/ACE (M-10)/EE(T) M-10/2023-24

Press Tender

S. Name of Work

Reserve EMD

price procurement solution

Date of release of tender in e

Last date and time for download &
RTGS through e procurement solution

1 |[Improvement of sewerage system from
Lodi Motor to Baoli Gate and K-556
Nizamuddin under EE(MO- 41 (AC-41
Jangpura)

2664205/~ | 53500/- 2023_DJB_243440_1

22.6.2023

10.07.2023
upto 2.00 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 74 (2023-24)

Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

“STOP CORONAVIRUS: “WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

Sd/- (B.N.Gupta)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T) M-10

advertisement.

CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH HARYANA
AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, HISAR.

(Established by Parliament Act No. 16 of 1970)
Advertisement No.1/2023

(BEFORE APPLYING FOR THE POST, THE CANDIDATES
SHOULD GO THROUGH THE INSTRUCTIONS/CONDITIONS CAREFULLY)

Applications are invited from eligible candidates through online mode for
filling up the posts of Dean, College of Home Science and Director Students’
Welfare in the pay-scale of Rs. 144200-218200 in AL-14 with unfurnished rent
free accommodation. The detail of essential qualifications, application process-
ing fee, general instructions/conditions etc. can be downloaded from the
University Website. The eligible candidates may apply through the University
online portal https://hau.ac.in and https://recruitment.hauiums.in from
26.06.2023 midnight onwards which will be closed on 25.07.2023 midnight.
The candidates are also requested to visit University website regularly for noti-
fications/updates/ corrigendum/ amendment, if any, with respect to above

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

FUTTZA TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Unit-1: Kagithapuram — 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu Ph:04324-277001 (10 Lines)
Unit-2: Mondipatti — 621306, Trichy District, Tamil Nadu Ph:04332-261600

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

THE SPECIAL OFFICER AND COMPETENT AUTHORITY,

(UNDER KPIDFE - IMA & OTHER SCAM)
3rd Floor, Podium Block, V.V Tower, Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi, Bengaluru-560001

REVISED NOTICE/INVITATION FOR E-AUCTION FOR MOVABLE ITEMS

Pursuant to attachment of movable properties by the Government under the provisions
of the Karnataka Protection of Interest of Depositors in Financial Establishments Act,
2004(KPIDFE Act) and pursuant to the absolute attachment order by the Hon'ble
Special Court the Special Officer & Competent Authority(under KPIDFE-IMA and other
Scam), is issuing notice for e-auction of the movables attached through e-auction on
‘as is where is and whatever there is basis’.
"SPLOCA" hereby invites bids from the intending bidders along with a bid deposit as
mentioned in the table below as Earnest Money for MOVABLE ITEMS- Textile to be
paid through DD in favor of "Special Officer and Competent Authority (EMD)" or
through RTGS/ NEFT to the Account number 41506340119, IFSC Code:
SBIN0040277 STATE BANK OF INDIA, VIDHANA SOUDHA Branch.

Short description of the Movable items

Sl.

Reserve

Bid Increase

No. Description of Textile items Price (Rs) EMD (Rs) Value (Rs)
1. | Ladies Clothing & Accessories 98,20,675.00 | 8,17,000.00 | 1,00,000.00
2. | Children's Clothing 12,42,640.00 | (Rs.Eight 12,500.00
3. | Gents & Common Clothing 27,49,635.00 Se\l;::’::aen 30,000.00
4. | Thaan 22,86,112.00 Thousand 25,000.00
5. | Miscellaneous & Mixed 2,38,360.00 Only) 2,500.00

5.00 pm.

Place: Bengaluru
Date: 22-06-2023
DIPR/CP/346/Zenkar/2023-24

Date of Inspection & Time: 28th June 2023, 11.00 am to 2.00 pm.

Date of Pre bid Meeting & time: 28th June 2023, 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Date & time of E-Auction: 30th of June 2023, 11.00 am to 1.00 pm.

Last date of Submission of Bid Documents & EMD Submission: 27th June 2023 until

For Registration & Online Auction, you can login to: https://www.bankeauctions.com.
The interested bidders who require auction related information can contact Joint
Secretary, Office of the Special Officer & Competent Authority, 3rd Floor, Podium
Block, Visveswariah Towers, Dr.Ambedkar Veedi, Bengaluru-560 001, e-mail ID:
splocaeauction@gmail.com or Contact Mob. No 9902006121.

The Special Officer & Competent Authority
(Under KPIDFE - IMA & Other Scam)
Bengaluru, Karnataka

Sd/-

Tender No Material Description Due date
232423 [Bleached Chemi Thermo Mechanical Pulp 03.07.23
001184  |Hardwood (BCTMP HW 70) for Unit-II e
232413  |Procurement of Imported Burnt Lime for production of 06.07.23
002088  |Wet Precipitated Calcium Carbonate (WPCC) T
232423 [Cooling Tower Water Treatment Chemical for Energy of 05.07.23
001161 |[TNPL Unit-Il s

232423001184 - purchase.pulp@tnpl.co.in
Email 232413002088 - purchase.packing@tnpl.co.in
232423001161 - purchaserm.u2@tnpl.co.in

https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
DIPR/3188/Tender/2023

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website & NIC Portal only. Detailed Terms
& conditions are available in tender document at our websites : www.tnpl.com /

“Gangpenen HLIHG HFSHBTLD SlewLBEHND, Fnsener Ufibg slsHrb LepLiGUMD™

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-fiiendly Paper

'l’#j PSPCL Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-17659)

Tender Enquiry No. 1541/MAMC/O&M/PC-2440
Dated: 22.06.2023
Chief Engineer/ O&M (P&P Cell-1l), GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat, invites
E-tender for the Procurement of M.S. ERW Pipes and Fittings etc.

Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please
refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 22.06.2023 from 17.00 hrs.

onwards.

at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online

GHTP-38/23 25275/PB

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF
ROAD TRANSPORT

Post Box No 1897, Bhosari, Pune-26.
Ph: 020-67345300 Fax: 020-67345407

firms for following :

TENDER NOTICE

CIRT, Pune invites tenders from reputed and experienced

Supply and Installation of Core i7 Desktops

Interested firms are requested to view and download
detailed tender document from

our website www.cirtindia.com/tendernotice.html;
https://tenderwizard.com/CIRT

NAGPUR
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Gerald Ridsdale, 89,
hasbeen servinga
sentence since 1994

AUSTRALIA

Jailed for 39yrs,
ex-priest pleads
guilty toabusing
his 72nd victim

Melbourne: An Australian
ex-priest convicted of
child sex abuse pleaded
guilty Thursday to sexu-
ally abusinga 72nd victim.
Gerald Ridsdale, 89, has
beenin prison since 1994.
He is serving a 39-year
sentence for a series of
convictions for abusing
children between 1961 &
1988 while he worked as
a Catholic priest across
Victoria. Bedridden, he
pleaded guilty in Ballarat
Magistrates’ Court by
video link from a prison
hospital toa new charge of
indecently assaultinga 13-
year-old boyin 1987. AP

NEW ZEALAND
Disagree with
Biden, Xinota
dictator: PM

Sydney: New Zealand
Prime Minister Chris
Hipkins, ahead of his offi-
cial trip to China at end of
this month, said on
Thursday he did not agree
with US President Joe
Biden’s remark that
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
wasadictator. “No,and the
form of government that
China has is a matter for
the Chinese people,”
Hipkins told media. Asked
by a reporter whether the
Chinese people had a say
inthe form of government,
Hipkins said: “if they
wanted to change system
of government, then it
would be a matter for
them.” REUTERS

MALAYSIA
Thainationals to
be charged over
2015 crimes

Kuala Lumpur: Four Thai
nationals will face
charges in a Malaysian
court on Friday over the
2015 discovery of mass
graves and suspected hu-
man trafficking camps at
the country’s border with
Thailand, Malaysia's
home affairs minister
said. The dense forests of
southern Thailand and
northern Malaysia have
been a major stop-off
point for smugglers
bringing people to
Southeast Asia by boat -
most of them Rohingya
Muslims fleeing persecu-
tion in Myanmar and
squalid refugee camps in
Bangladesh. REUTERS

EUROPE

Risk of mosquito
diseasesrising:
Healthagency

London: Europe recorded
almost as many locally
caught cases of dengue in
2022 as it had over the
previous 11 years, new
figures from European
Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control
(ECDC) show. There were
71 case last year, mainly in
France. Between 2010 &
2021, there were 74 cases.
The health agency
warned Thursday thereis
a rising risk of mosquito-
borne diseases in Europe,
including dengue, zika,
chikungunya and West
Nile virus, linked to
changing climate and
spread of mosquitoes that
carry diseases. REUTERS

DEBI:IS CO.NSISTENT WITH ‘CATAST:?OPHIC L?SS OF PRESSURE CHAMBER’ Ukraine p OllIldS
Missing submersible likely imploded, ey bridge in
all 5 onboard dead: US Coast Guard Crimea, cuts off

Announcement came after Titans’s 96-hour oxygen supply neared its end, or had probably ended Rus Si an route S

PATRICKWHITTLE
&HOLLYRAMER
JUNE22

THEPILOT and four passengers of
amissing submersible thatdisap-
peared en route to the wreckage
of the Titanic are believed to be
dead, the expedition company
said Thursday. The US Coast Guard
said the Titan submersible likely
imploded in the North Atlantic
waters and there were no sur-
vivors among the five people
aboard.

The implosion likely occurred
near the Titanic shipwreck, where
the submersible was headed.“The
debris is consistent with the cata-
strophicloss of the pressure cham-
ber,” Rear Adm. John Mauger, the
First Coast Guard District, said
Thursday. “Our most heartfeltcon-
dolences go out to the loved ones
of the crew.”

Pilot and chief executive
Stockton Rush, along with passen-
gers Shahzada Dawood and his
son Suleman Dawood, Hamish
Harding, and Paul-Henri Nargeolet
“have sadly beenlost,” OceanGate
Expeditions said.

OceanGate did not provide de-
tails when the company an-
nounced the “loss of life” ina state-
ment or how officials knew the
crew members perished. The
Titan’s 96-hour oxygen supply
likely ended early Thursday.

OceanGate has been chroni-
cling the Titanic’s decay and the
underwater ecosystem around it
viayearly voyages since 2021.

Later Thursday, US Coast
Guard officials said the search had
uncovered parts of the Titan con-
sistent with an implosion. The
Coast Guard said the pieces were
discovered within the search area
by an underwater robot.

The Titan was estimated to
have about a four-day supply of
breathable air when it launched
Sunday morning in North Atlantic
— but experts have emphasised
thatwas animprecise approxima-
tion to begin withand could be ex-
tended if passengers have taken
measures to conserve breathable
air. And it's not known if they sur-
vived since the disappearance.

The pilot of a Royal Canadian Air Force CP-140 Aurora maritime surveillance aircraft of 14 Wing flies a search pattern for the
missing OceanGate submersible. This photo was taken two days ago. Reuters

ATTHESITE

AFRENCH robot that can
dive upto 20,000 ft
underwater has been sent
to help locate the missing
submersible.

A CANADIAN undersea
robot, sent by a Canada
ship has reportedly
reached the ocean floor.

US NAVY was sendinga
specialised salvage system
capable of hoisting heavy
undersea entities.

Rescuers have rushed ships,
planesand otherequipmenttothe
site of the disappearance. On
Thursday, US Coast Guard said an
undersearobot sentbyaCanadian
ship had reached the sea floor.

US Navy said Wednesday that
it was sending a specialised sal-
vage system that'’s capable of
hoisting large objects. AP

British-Pakistani father-son duo
were on board, kin head to site

EMMABUBOLA
JUNE 22

LIKE THE other passengers of the
missing submersible, Shahzada
Dawood loves adventure.

For the British Pakistani busi-
nessman, 48, who boarded the
vessel with his son, Suleman, 19,
the expedition to the wreck of the
Titanic followed a yearslong pas-
sion for science and discovery, ac-
cording to friends and family.

The Dawood family declined
to comment as some of them
travelled to Canada, the staging
site for the search, a spokes-
woman for Engro said.

Shahzada Dawood and his
wife, Christine, who live in Britain,
also have a daughter, Alina.

“May Shahzada and Suleman
return to us safe and sound,”

Shahzada Dawood (right) and his son Suleman Dawood. NYT

Dawood’s sister, Sabrina Dawood,
wrote in a Facebook message.
The University of Strathclyde
in Glasgow confirmed on
Thursday that Suleman Dawood,
the 19-year-old man who is on
board the missing submersible
along with his father, isabusiness

student at the school. He recently
completed first year,a spokesman
for the university said.

“The situationis extremely se-
rious,” the institute wrote in a
statement Tuesday. “We are hold-
ingoutevery hope fora successful
rescue and the safe return,” NYT

Shehbaz meets IMF head, hopes

to get $6-bn deal t

MUNIR AHMED
ISLAMABAD, JUNE 22

PAKISTAN’S PREMIER Shahbaz
Sharif met Thursday with the
head of International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on the sidelines of a
global financing meeting in Paris,
hoping to unlock a $6 billion
bailout and gain critical tranche of
$1.1 billion in loans which has
been on hold since November.
The meeting between Sharif
and IMF’s Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva at Summit
for a New Global Financing Pact
comes a week before the $6 bil-
lion bailout package originally
signed between the IMF and the
country’s former Prime Minister
Imran Khan in 2019 expires.
Thursday’s meeting came a
week after the IMF slammed a
proposed annual budget pre-
sented to parliament by Pakistan’s
government. Esther Perez Ruiz,

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif
with managing director of
IMF Kristalina Georgieva, in
Paris, on Wednesday. Reuters

0 avoid default

EXPLAINED

If bailout
. doesn’t unlock

IFTHE bailout does not
go ahead, that could trig-
ger an economic melt-
down at a time when
Pakistan is struggling to
avoid a default with help
from China, Saudi, and
UAE. Arecovery has been
hindered by floods last
summer that killed 1,739
people and caused $30
billion in damage.

IMF's representative for Pakistan,
said in a statement that the draft
budget failed to implement a
fairer tax system as promised in
the bailout agreement.

Sharif and Georgieva ex-
changed views on cooperation
between Pakistan and IMF and
the prime minister explained

measures taken to improve the
economy, a statement said.

He told Georgieva that
Pakistan was committed to fulfill-
ing its obligations as agreed with
the IMF and said he hoped they
would release key tranche of $1.1
billion from the $6 billion bailout
assoonas possible,itsaid. AP

Xi orders overhaul of
safety measures after
restaurant blast Kkills 31

ZENSOO
HONG KONG, JUNE 22

CHINA'’S PRESIDENT ordered a
national safety campaign on
Thursday after a massive cook-
ing gas explosion at a barbecue
restaurant in the northwest
killed 31 people and injured
seven others on the eve of along
holiday weekend.

The blast tore through the
restaurant at around 8:40 p.m.
Wednesday on a busy street in
Yinchuan, the capital of the tra-
ditionally Muslim Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region, as people
gathered ahead of the Dragon
Boat Festival, the official Xinhua
News Agency said.

The explosion left many peo-
ple unconscious and they
needed to be carried out of the
shop, according to the online

news site The Paper, which
quoted a member of the search
and rescue team. Victims in-
cluded elderly people and high
school students, it said.

An hour before the explosion,
employees noticed the smell of
cooking gas and discovered that
a gas tank valve was broken, ac-
cording to Xinhua. The blast oc-
curred while an employee was
replacing the valve.

President Xi Jinping de-
manded urgent medical care for
the injured and a safety overhaul
after the explosion, Xinhua said.
He urged efforts to quickly deter-
mine the cause and hold people
accountable under the law.

Nine people have been de-
tained by authorities, including
the owner of the restaurant,
shareholders and employees.
Their assets have also been frozen,
according to Xinhua. AP

Kyiv says Moscow considering nuclear
plant attack, Russia denies accusation

REUTERS
KYIV,JUNE 22

UKRAINIAN MISSILES struck one
of the few bridges linking the
Crimea Peninsula with the
Ukrainian mainland early on
Thursday, cutting one of the main
supply routes for Russian occu-
pation forces in southern Ukraine
as Kyiv pushes todrive themout.

Vladimir Saldo, the head of
the Russian-installed administra-
tioninoccupied parts of Ukraine's
Kherson province, released video
of himself on the Chonhar road
bridge, where craters had been
blasted through the asphalt.

“Another meaningless act
perpetrated by the Kyiv regime
on orders from London. It solves
nothing as far as the special mil-
itary operation is concerned,” he
said, vowing to repair the bridge
and restore traffic.

He threatened to retaliate by
targeting a bridge linking neigh-
bouring Moldova to NATO-mem-
ber Romania: “A very serious re-
sponse is coming very soon.”

The Chonhar bridge hit
overnight is one of just a hand-
ful of access roads to Crimea,
which s linked to the Ukrainian
mainland by a narrow isthmus.

Alternative routes require
hours-long detours over roads in
poor condition. Russia's RIA new
agency quoted Russian-installed
transport officials in Crimea as
saying repair could take weeks.

Meanwhile,  Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said Thursday Ukraine
spies believe Russia was plotting

US scribe to be
in prison until
August: Russia

o 3 IGershkovich

£ was held on
charges of
espionage

Moscow: A Moscow court
on Thursday ruled that
Wall Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich must
remaininjail on espionage
charges until late August,
rejecting the US journal-
ist's appeal to be released.
The 31-year-old was ar-
rested inMarchwhileona
reporting trip. A Moscow
courtruledin April to keep
him in custody till August
30, but his lawyers chal-
lenged the decision. AP

torelease radiation from Europe’s
largest nuclear plant,an allegation
denied by Kremlin.

Zelenskiy said Kyiv was shar-
ingitsinformation with interna-
tional partners about Russia-held
Zaporizhzhia plant in Ukraine.

The Kremlin dismissed the al-
legation as “another lie”,and said
UN nuclear inspectors had visited
the plant and rated everything
there highly. Zelenskyy didn’t say
what evidence the intelligence
agencies based their assertion on.

OVER 300 FIREFIGHTERS AT SCENE
37 wounded as blasts
rock central Paris,
4 in critical condition

AURELIEN BREEDEN
PARIS, JUNE 22

AN EXPLOSION tore through an
apartment building in central
Paris on Wednesday, partly col-
lapsing the structure and injur-
ing at least 37 people, four of
them critically, according to the
French authorities.

The explosion, which oc-
curred around 5 pm on Rue
Saint-Jacques, in the Fifth
Arrondissement of the French
capital, projected rubble and
glassinto the street and started a
fire that sent black smoke bil-
lowing into the sky.

Gerald Darmanin, the French
interior minister, told reporters
over 300 firefighters had deployed
to the scene and were able to pre-
vent the flames from spreading to
neighboring buildings, which
were nonetheless “destabilized”
and evacuated as a precaution.

Darmanin said rescue work-
erswere looking through the rub-
ble late Wednesday for two miss-
ing , although it was unclear
whether they had been in the
building at the time of the blast.

The cause of the explosion,
which rattled the neighborhood
withaloud boom, was notimme-

Firefighters use a water
cannon as they fight the
blaze in Paris. AP

diately clear. Videos and pictures
onsocial mediaappeared to show
the top of the building blown off
and the street below strewn with
debris. The prosecutor’s office said
ithad opened an investigation.
Some witnesses told French
media that they had smelled a
strong odor of gas before the blast.
The explosion came at a busy
time in France: the Fete de la
Musique, a national day of musi-
cal celebration where crowds go
to concerts or congregate outside
tolistenand dance tostreet bands.
President Emmanuel
Macron, said that “tonight we're
celebrating music, but we're not
in the mood to party.” NYT

A PROVINCE To RUN Out OF WATER IN THREE MONTHS, WHILE SHORTAGE INFLAMES TENSIONS WITH COUNTRY’S NEIGHBOURS

Drought in Iran provinces leaves people chasing drops of water

VIVIAN YEE
& LEILY NIKOUNAZAR
TEHRAN, JUNE 22

SUMMER HAS come to Sistan
and Baluchistan province, anim-
poverished fragment of chapped
earth and shimmering heat in
Iran’s southeast corner, and all
people there can talk about is
how to get water.

For weeks now, taps in cities
like Zahedan have yielded noth-
ing but a salty, weakening trickle.
In the villages that water pipes
have never reached, the few res-

idents who remain say people
can barely find enough water to
do the laundry or bathe them-
selves, let alone fish, farm or sus-
tain livestock.

“Sometimes, just to wash the
dishes, we have to wait for so
long,” said Setareh, 27, a univer-
sity student in Zahedan, the
provincial capital. “Everything
from cooking to other chores is
anordeal for us.”

Drought has stalked Iran for
centuries, but the threat intensi-
fied in recent years as political
priorities trumped sound water
management, experts say.
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The dried-out Zayanderud riverbed in Isfahan, Iran. NYT

Sistanand Baluchistan, where
[ranian lawmakers warn the wa-
ter will run out altogether within
three months, might sound like
an extreme case. But other re-
gions are not far behind. Drought
is forcing water cuts in the capi-
tal, Tehran, shrinking Lake Urmia,
the largest saltwater lake in the
Middle East, and the livelihoods
that came with it, and stoking
mass migration from Iran’s coun-
tryside to its cities.

Now, the hazards have spread
tolran’s borders, where water dis-
putesareinflaming tensions with
neighboring countries like Turkey

and Afghanistan. Yet the country
continues to spend precious wa-
ter onagriculture, which does lit-
tle to expand the economy but
keeps people working in rural
Iran, where many government
supporters live. Itis also develop-
ing already-thirsty areas that will
only demand more water.
Mismanagement of [ran’s wa-
ter goes back at least to Shah
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, who
ruled Iran before being deposed
inits 1979 Islamic Revolution. He
dedicated scarce water to build-
ingup agriculture, helping todes-
iccate the ancient Persian system

of underground aqueduct-like
canals known as ganats.

Sevenyears ago, Mohammad
Ehsani, a filmmaker, interviewed
farmers, herders and others who
lived around the once-fertile
Hamoun wetlands for a docu-
mentary, Once Hamoun.

When Ehsani returned for a
visit four months ago, it was
much worse, he said. In 2016,
residents wanted to stay on their
land. Now “you look at their eyes
and you see agony,” he said.

“Villages are emptying out,
one after the other.” “The region,”
headded, “isdestroyed.”  NYT
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AILCARAZ SAILS INTO QUARTERS

London: Top seed Carlos Alcaraz cruised into the quarter-finals of the
Queens Club Championships after he beat Jiri Lehecka 62 63 on
Thursday. Alcaraz is playing on grass for the first time this week
since his fourth-round exit at Wimbledon last year and he is slowly
getting to grips with the unfamiliar, faster surface. REUTERS

Competing after
8 months, Anand
beats Duda to

seal win for team

AMITKAMATH
JUNE 22

FIVE-TIME MEN’S
world champion
Viswanathan
Anand and four-
time  women’s
world champion
Hou Yifan led the
Ganges
B | Grandmasterstoa
10-4 victory over
the Chingari Gulf Titans on the first day of the
first edition of the Global Chess League.

What made the win special for the Indian
was the fact that it was his first competitive
game in nearly eight months.

“It was a nice game and there were bits
of it which I was very proud of. But I did no-
tice one or two inexact moves slip in, espe-
cially after lmade them.

“You make them and then realise and
think ‘T wish I had seen the other move ear-
lier,”” the 35-year-old Anand told Tania
Sachdev after the game.

Asked if beating a young player like 25-
year-old Duda was extra special in the time
format, the five-time world champion said:
“Of course, you have to say this year Duda
has been playing incredibly well. [ was very
happy to start off on the right foot. I'll take
any win, but winning against Duda was ex-
tra nice.”

Yifan, meanwhile, took down Alexandra
Kosteniuk in a battle of former women’s
world champions.

There is a touch of history between the
two players. It was the Russian Kosteniuk
who had beaten Yifan when the Chinese
player first competed in a women’s world
championship final. Yifan was 14 years old
at that point. She went on to bounce back
from that defeat with four world titles, mark-
ing her as one of the greatest players the
sport has seen.

On Thursday, the Ganges Grandmasters
had won the toss and chosen to play all their
boards with white. It’s a novelty introduced
inthe league: awin for a player playing with
white earns you three points, while a win
with black earns you four. A draw is worth a
point for each player.

The scoring systemiis likely to have anim-
pact on games as witnessed in the first game
of the night where the upGrad Mumba
Masters pipped the Triveni Continental Kings
by a one-point margin. The Kings, playing
white, were leading thanks to a win by
China’s Wei Yi over Vidit Gujrathi, which ac-
counted for three points. But Alexander
Grischuk upset the Kings’ applecart with a
win over Yangyi Yu, which was worth four
points.

Anand, though, said he did not believe
that the decision to pick white or black was
agame changer, at least for now.

“You have to pick a colour, and Pravin
Thipsay (Ganges Grandmasters team man-
ager) chose white. But it’s 50-50. [ don’t
think it's such a big decision yet. Yes, the
four points that black gets for winning is
quite intriguing, because we saw it decided
the first game. Although I have to say that
they (upGrad Mumba Masters) needed sev-
eral Hands of God (slices of luck) to win.
They had more Hands of God than Diego
(Maradona) himself. They were so busted!”
chuckled Anand.

The Ganges Grandmasters will return on
Friday for a game against the SG Alpine
Warriors, which will see Anand take on re-
cently-dethroned five-time world champion
Magnus Carlsen, who he lost the World
Championship title match toin 2013 and 2014.

“It’s the big match. An old friend,” smiled
Anand.

Saturday and Sunday will see four
matches each. Before Carlsen meets Anand,
he will be slotted to take on another ‘old
friend’ in the form of lan Nepomniachtchi —
the man who he beat to seal his last world
championship title — as the SG Alpine
Warriors face off against the Balan Alaskan
Knights.

.EI'

Captain, rebel, outlier

Like Cruyff was essential for Total Football, Xavi-Iniesta vital to Tiki-Taka, England’s Ben Stokes is the beating heart of Bazball

SANDIPG
JUNE 22

IF BEN Stokes had walked away from cricket
as he deliberated after his father’s death in
2020, perhaps Bazball would have semi-ex-
isted as a dreamy hypothesis in the backyard
of Brendon McCullum’s rumination. For no
cricketer in England had in their gaze em-
bodies the philosophy, with all its magic and
madness, strengths and flaws, genius and
flakiness, as much as Stokes does. It could be
a method of playing cricket forged and for-
mulated in the ideals of McCullum, but for
the ideas to manifest, to assume a human
form, he required Stokes.

It's the throbbing soul of all path-break-
ingideologies. Ideas cannot fulfill on its own,
itneeds to find the right men at the right time
and place. Douglas Jardine would not have
embraced the Bodyline without Harold
Larwood, the coal-miner’s son from
Nottingham who would rattle Donald
Bradman and mates with his frightening
pace. Clive Lloyd would not have installed
the pace quartet, had West Indies not been
gifted with supreme quicks. His teams could
not have terrorized batters with dibbly-dob-
bly-wibbly-wobbly medium pacers. A sport-
ing philosophy is often a product of multiple
factors falling in place, and not the flicking of
amagic switch.

Like Rinus Michels needed Johan Cruyff
for Total Football to tick, like Pep Guardiola
required Xavi and Iniesta for Tiki-Taka to con-
quer the world, McCullum required Stokes
as the apostle to spread his gospel. It's not
that he is England’s greatest player of his gen-
eration; there is Joe Root, the finest batsman
of his generation and arguably the greatest
his country had ever produced; there’s James
Anderson and Stuart Broad, the third and
fifth highest wicket-takers in the longest for-
mat, endowed with power and personality.

But Stokes is different; not that he is nec-
essarily better. There is something intangi-
ble about him that inspires those around
him. He could influence the men around him,
make them dazzle in his own light. Like Jack
Leachin that epic last-wicket partnership in
Headingley; he could create colossus from
discards, like Jonny Bairstow; he could coax
the men he wants out of retirements, as
Moeen Ali reciprocated his call to be part of
the Ashes; Joe Root has taken his batsman-
ship to a few notches higher. Of all the bats-
men, it was Root who unfurled the Bazball
shots under pressure in the first Test, reverse-
lapping and charging.

Stokes could conquer fate too, he could
bend fate to perform unusual tricks, like the
ricocheted six in the 2019 World Cup final;
he could twists destines. Sometimes, Stokes
makes moments, sometimes moments
make Stoke.

No one symbolizes the systematic care-
freeness of Bazball as Stokes either. At the
heart of McCullum, Bazball and Stokes is the
schoolboy-like thrill of playing the game.
Playing the game for the plain joy it derives
them, uncomplicated and unstained by
greed and money. Definitely, they play to win
(as Stokes said how every “loss hurts”) but
winning seems almost secondary to the pure
fun they get from turning up and playing the
game. There is a child-like innocence about
how they play, unshackled from the clutches
of cynicism and negativity. And for all the
bravado, there is no arrogance. Like Steve
Waugh'’s Invincibles without the toxic
machismo. The fans have caught that vibe,
and are turning evangelists.

It’s as though the essence of their game
is to spread a smile on the face of the viewers,
to bat and bowl, keep and field with a smile.
“I'm more a ‘let’s crack on, lads’, lead-by-ex-
ample guy. Butlam clear on what we're try-
ing to do here,” Stokes wrote about his cap-
taincy in Players’ Tribune. McCullum would
elaborate further: “He’s been superb, his
messaging has been very consistent and very
articulate as well. He doesn’t speak all the
time but when he does speak, it’s bang on.”

That the men around him enjoy his lead-
ership manifests in their joie de vivre. You
could hear the chuckles and the guffaws, the

I am not going to change the way I have gone about my cricket because it is the Ashes.
BEN STOKES, ENGLAND CAPTAIN

giggles and chatter. They are not delusional
in thinking that they could hunt down any
target, or win a march from any adverse sit-
uation. Stokes has stripped the air of nerv-
ous seriousness in the dressing rooms.

He is perhaps the least sober of England
captains in recent times. Joe Root’s silence
was often a sign of nervousness; Andrew
Strauss always walked with a battered look
on his face; Kevin Pietersen wore false
bravado, Nasser Hussain faux-aggression,
Michael Vaughan a bit aloof.

This is not to say he is faultless.
Oftentimes, there seems a blind subcon-
scious commitment to reject everything that
is orthodox. They ignored the stat of Usman
Khawaja being weaker against over-the-
wickets attack and kept taking it across de-
spite lack of results. Like the subcontinental-
style field, with two catching covers and
catching mid-wickets, he set to Usman
Khawaja before he reached hundred.
Khawaja nullified the threat by defending
with soft hands. During his stand with Alex
Carey, Stokes over-attacked the latter. Before
that he furnished ample boundary-scoring
chances to Travis Head. There was hardly any
cover on the ropes, and he persisted with
Moeen Ali for far too long. His seven overs af-
ter the break leaked 45, of which 38 came via
boundaries. It's a passage where the conven-
tional dry-an-end-up ploy would have frus-
trated the Australian batters. Similarly, he
over-lingered with Joe Root in the last-in-
nings chase when the new ball was due. He
ended up bleeding runs. He chose not to avail
the services of the most successful fast
bowler in the format’s history as well.

Being radical

It’s the flip-side of nonconformity. But
Stokes could rattle out the instances where
some of his radical ploys have worked in the
Test. Like the Brumbrella field that melted
the patience of Khawaja, or the short-ball
barrage in the first innings to whip away the
tail-enders. Or bringing himself on to rip out
Khawaja during the chase.

By his own admission, he has lost his
bowling vim. Frequent injuries have wearied
his shoulders and knees. The pace has re-
duced—once upon a time he used to hit early
140 kph. The balls have lost its snap and
bite—once upon a time he was the work-

horse third seamer, plugging away endlessly,
up the slope, against the wind, bustling like
alocal bus stacked with passengers, ensuring
the Rolls Royce-like Anderson and Broad got
adequate time to refuel. There was even a
sense of un-fulfillment, that he never blos-
somed into the bowler he was touted to be,
never scaled to helm of all-rounders’ peak,
which his potential merited.

But he has the knack of producing mo-
ments. And so he did. There is always a brush
of magic, a stray ray of light, a touch of the
cosmic energy buzzing on his finger-tips.
And so he delivered another moment. In just
six balls.

Brush of magic

The first two balls were length balls on
leg-stump. Possibly a loosener or two, prob-
ably a pair of bait balls. Khawaja could at-
tempt something outrageous, an airy flick or
shove. He didn’t. So he reverted to good
length on off-stump, or just outside. The
Australian had been leaving such a ball all
along the innings.

Unlike Anderson or Broad, he need not
have to fear for the ball bending back vi-
ciously to hit his pads or stumps. But Stokes
gave him more time to react. Sometimes, too
much time is a dangerous thing in cricket.
Too many thoughts could cloud the clarity.
So Stokes, slipped in a slow leg-cutter, with a
curious three finger grip—the thumb, index
and middle and ring finger all clustered to-
gether,

Asthe ballisreleased the index and mid-
dle finger work down the side of the ball so
that the thumb passes round under the ball,
generating spin on the ball. The technique is
the same, only that the thumbis closer to the
index finger than usual.

The ball landed almost in the same terri-
tory as the previous three had. Only that it
was slower and lower. The ball grazed than
pounded the surface. Khawaja shaped to tap
the ball towards the cover, but instead
cramped himself and ended up chopping the
ball to the stumps.

Had England nailed the thriller, it would
have been the game-changing moment.
Instead, Stokes endured the agony of a skier
slipping through his hands. Australia were
33 runs away when he shelled Nathan Lyon.
Stokes could be a fallible man on the field too.

Outside it, he had suffered clutching depres-
sion and once thought of relinquishing the
game, endured panic attacks before games,
as depicted poignantly in the documentary
Ben Stokes: Phoenix from the Ashes. Best
friend Stuart Broad even feared Stokes would
never play cricket.

Two years after the dark space he wad-
ing through, he finds himself leading
England forward with a thrillingly
dopamine-spraying brand of cricket. It bur-
nishes his halo even brighter. The man who
came back from the brink, the man who
picked the pieces of his scattered career and
re-glued to make a beautiful portrait. He’s
an outlier, a state school-educated England
Test captain. He connects emotionally with
the team and fans alike, make them experi-
ence his own experience.

His tactics would polarise the cricketing
world, more so when they lose, but none
would disagree that his team does not thrill.
But for the tactical enterprise of Stokes and
Co, at the hands of a more conventional cap-
tain, the game would have meandered into a
dull, boring draw the audience would have
forgotten even before the match was over.
But Stokes’s England fills them with memo-
ries and moments, something defining and
everlasting, a spectacle grander than a vic-
tory or defeat. And remember how bad
England were in Test cricket before Stokes
took over.

His perspectives are nuanced to see the
bigger picture. He wrote in Players’ Tribune:
“What's at stake, and it’s bigger than just
myself and my own ambitions on the field.
It's about inspiring the next generation of
players. The landscape is changing. Cricket
as a sport is evolving in a huge way. Faster
than it ever has before. Formats like T20,
The Hundred and ODIs are bringing money
and opportunities for players that didn’t ex-
ist even 15 years ago. but the best way to
keep Test cricket alive and at the pinnacle
of the sport is to work harder to show play-
ers something that excites them and in-
spires them.”

He is not treading the trope of a cricket
intellectual, but speaking with all the roman-
ticism he feels about Test cricket but through
thelens of a rebel. Thatin essence is his brand
of cricket too: at the heart of it is romance,
but coated with streaks of rebellion.

England reducing
Ashes to exhibition,
says Boycott

FORMER CAPTAIN, Geoffrey
Boycott has lashed out at Ben Stokes
and Co. for getting
"carried away with
Bazball" and not
making winning a
priority, adding that
England are in dan- |
ger of reducing the
Ashes to an exhibi-
tion series. "England are in danger of
reducing the Ashes to an exhibition,"
Boycott wrote in his scathing column
for 'The Telegraph'. "England have
got carried away with Bazball and
seem to think entertaining is more
important than winning. But
England supporters want one thing
more than anything else -- to win the
Ashes." The legendary cricketer said
winning is more important than en-
tertaining. "Scoring fast runs, whack-
ing lots of fours and sixes is lovely. It
is great. But only if England do not
lose sight of the big prize which is to
beat Australia.” PTI

‘Forgettable cricketer’,
‘Who Olllie?’

LEGENDARY AUSTRALIAN crick-
eter Matthew Hayden has called
England pacer Ollie Robinson a "for-
gettable cricketer", while wicket-
keeping great lan Healy has dismissed
the 29-year-old quick, saying "Who,
Ollie?" Robinson was trolled for his
expletive-laden sendoff of Usman
Khawaja after he dismissed the
Australian opener for 141 in the first
innings of the Ashes opener at
Edgbaston. However in the second es-
say, he could not break the partner-
ship between tail-enders Pat
Cummins and Nathan Lyon who
chased down the target on the fifth
day to give the visitors a 1-0 lead in
the series. "That's how you combat
England as well. As soon as Pat
Cummins started coming at Joe Root
and hit a couple of sixes... then the
other bloke (Robinson), he's a forget-
table cricketer," Hayden said on 'Sen
Radio’ on Wednesday. "A fast bowler
that is bowling 124 (kmph) and he's
got a mouth from the south," said
Hayden about Robinson. Former
Australian wicketkeeper Healy even
refused to acknowledge Robinson's
existence, saying, "Who, Ollie
Robinson?" PTI

Our style was
validated: McCullum
ENGLAND COACH Brendon

McCullum said the opening Ashes test
"validated" their attacking approach
despite the two-wicket defeat at
Edgbaston and that they would be
even more aggressive in the second
match of the series. “Obviously you'd
rather have won the game, but the
way that we played, I think it's vali-
dated our style,” McCullum told
British media. “If we'd have got a lit-
tle bit of the rub of the green then we
might have been on the other side of
it. Itwas a cracking test match and two
very different styles of play. I'm sure
they (Australia) will stick solid to that
strategy all the way through, which I
think is great because we'll go a little
harder. I think it makes for areally en-
tertaining next few test matches.”
REUTERS

Influenced by Sameer, with a riff of Srikanth, Rajawat can make it to Paris

SHIVANINAIK
JUNE 22

ITWAS at 17-allin the opening set. Anthony
Ginting engaged Priyanshu Rajawat inalong
rally and tried to probe him on all corners,
attempting all lengths at his home court of
Istora Senayan. Nothing worked, and the
point would go to Rajawat, the opener too af-
ter he played a stunning defensive reflex
which ended up a backhand winner.
Nibbling into 2 set points from 18-20,
Rajawat would draw out errors - a nervous
Ginting prod at the net and the next one long
as the Indian won 22-20 to stun the Istora.

Ginting had to summon all his experi-
ence to finally win in 3. But Rajawat gave
enough evidence that he was ready to bat-
tle in the big league. Winning a couple of
net battles here, and unleashing a few full
blooded smashes there, Rajawat kept the
World No 2 Indonesian on his toes. Most of
all he was unafraid of the Ginting pace
which can throw off most rookies. Instead
he used it to deflect shots by working out
angles on the court.

Inthe 21-year-old, India has found anew
men's singles contender, who along with
Lakshya Sen and Kiran George will form the
new generation of challengers for titles. His
talent has been spoken of for a while now. It
is the game and the power, the skills and the
nous that is coming together now, and made
its imprint on the minds, watching The sec-
ond round at Istora.

A scrawny kid from Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh, Priyanshu followed his older brother
Kunal (who's since stopped playing)into bad-
minton. He was picked for Pullela Gopichand's
Gwalior academy at age 8 because of his light-
ening fast feetand hands. He was thin,buthad
unbelievable leg speed and hand speed from
the net and back - like Srikanth.

Contemporary badminton has two gears
it's often said - the Loh Kean Yew speed and
the Anthony Ginting pace. Then there is the
tempered Priyanshu Rajawat speed which has
been schooled to not play rashly. For in the early
years, Rajawat rushed and struggled to contain
momentum when pushing the speed throttle
in younger years, unable to handle the head
rush. Yet, it's this speed that helps him reach
any corner of the court, and aids his naturally

Priyanshu Rajawat, along with Lakshya Sen and Kiran George, will form the new
generation of Indian challengers for titles. P1i

skilled placement of the stroke.

The errors did pile up against Ginting as
the wild hitting couldn't be tamed in the sec-
ond and the third.

What raises expectations is that coach
Gopichand has himself focussed on Rajawat
extensively, and his involvement in his de-
velopment is absolute. Having him courtside

| tried football and didn't enjoy.
But witharacquetinhand, | just
loved hitting the shuttle. Leaving
home at 8 was tough, but you get
used toit.”

-PRIYANSHU RAJAWAT

must've been considerable help in the
Ginting match. It's Gopichand who also con-
vinced him he needed to learn meditation to
get a grip on his hyper excessive speed and
resultant impatience.

"[tried football and didn'tenjoy. But witha
racquet in hand, I just loved hitting the shut-
tle. Leaving home at 8 was tough, but you get
used to it," he had said earlier, having shifted
toHyderabad a decade ago. His speed, strokes
perfection, accuracy, power and body fitness
were honed in Hyderabad. Having lost two
years to Covid though, the transition to sen-
iors, got delayed, but it's also when he left his
laidback nature behind realising the rigours of
international badminton.

There is ariff of Srikanth in him, but he's
greatly influenced by Sameer Verma, whose

reflex defense echoed in that shot against
Ginting. He had the better of the Indonesian
inabunch of net exchanges, has the pickups
and the expansive kill smash needed to close
out games. It's his quick turns from the back-
court that are eye-catching.

"Haarnaa gandaa lagtaa hai. (It feels
wretched to lose).I have to be prepared for it
to be very tough," he had once said, and de-
spite nicking a set off Ginting he will rue not
going the distance. There have been wins
against Tsunayema and Nishimoto though.

Comparisons with Lakshya Sen are in-
evitable, though Sen already boasts of a
World Championship bronze and an All
England final from his breakthrough season
last year. Rajawat needs not only to get the
marquee scalps but also go deep into draws
and contend for titles like Kodai Naraoka and
Kunlavut Vitidsarn. All this while staying
away from injuries.

With the Olympic qualification race on,
Rajawat's true ambition ought to be pointing at
Paris, though his ranking is only in the 30s right
now.Ifthe Ginting game is any evidence, there
are makings of a blockbuster, with Istora be-
ing a mere trailer to whatis to come.
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I0C strips
world boxing
body of its
recognition

REUTERS
LAUSANNE, JUNE 22

THE INTERNATIONAL Boxing Association's
(IBA) recognition as the global body for the
sport was stripped on Thursday by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) due
to its failure to complete reforms on gover-
nance, finance and ethical issues.

The IOC's extraordinary session, held on-
line on Thursday, rubber-stamped an execu-
tive board recommendation by 69 votes to
one to withdraw the IBA's recognition.

The IBA, which called the decision "a
tremendous error”, had tried to have it
blocked through an urgent appeal to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport, sport's highest
court, which rejected the appeal on Tuesday.

The 10C had previously suspended the
IBA in 2019 over governance, finance, ref-
ereeing and ethical issues and did not in-
volve it in running the boxing events at the
Tokyo Olympics. Boxing is part of the Paris
2024 Olympics but the qualification bouts
and the competition are being run by the
I0C and not the IBA, as was the case at the
Tokyo Games in 2021.

Other issues such as a sponsorship deal
with Russian energy giant Gazprom that was
terminated in the wake of Russia's invasion
of Ukraine further complicated the position
of the IBA, which is led by Russian business-
man Umar Kremlev.

Tremendous error: IBA

"The IOC has made a tremendous error by
withdrawing its recognition of the IBA, reveal-
ing its true politicized nature," the IBA said in
a statement. "We have successfully imple-
mented all recommendations outlined by the
I0Cinits roadmap. Despite the challenges, the
IBA remains committed to the development
of boxing, the preservation of its independ-
ence, and the organization of official tourna-
ments and World Boxing Championships at
the highest level. We possess the legal right to
do so,and we are prepared to defend it before
any appropriate authority,” the IBA said.

While the IOC regularly removes or adds
sports to the Olympic Games programme to
make them more attractive to younger au-
diences, it is extremely rare for the Olympic
body to strip an international sports federa-
tion's recognition. The IBA's actions have led
to the creation of a breakaway group called
World Boxing and several countries have left
the IBA to join the new organisation.

Boxing’s place
secure for2024,
@ 2028 Olympics

EVEN THOUGH the International
Boxing Association has been sus-
pended, the sport's place on the ros-
ter for the 2024 and 2028 Olympics
seems secure. [OC president Thomas
Bach indicated that his organisation
will conduct the event at next year's
Paris Games, just like it did in Tokyo
two years ago. “We do not have a
problem with boxing, we do not have
a problem with boxers,” he told an
extraordinary IOC session. “On the
contrary, we appreciate the boxers
for living the values of their sport.”

The qualification process for
Paris is already underway, with the
ongoing European Games serving as
one of the events. For Indians, the
Asian Games will be the first chance
to seal Olympic berths.

EXPLAINED

Ad-hoc panel makes it
one-bout trial for six
protesting wrestlers
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East Bengal’s SOS: Crowdfunding

Cash-strapped club seeks financial support but fans remain unconvinced with the move & have demanded more transparency

RAHUL SADHU
KOLKATA,JUNE 22

ONE OF the most iconic and successful foot-
ball clubsin India, East Bengal, has made a pub-
lic appeal for crowdfunding as it continues to
battle deep financial crisis.

The Indian Super League side, which has
struggled to achieve anything of significance
inthe last few years, has been left crippled fi-
nancially as it has sought investors on multi-
ple ocassions. But now, East Bengal officials
led by Debabrata Sarkar, a.k.a Nitu da, an ex-
ecutive committee member of the club, is
seeking to raise Rs 6 crores within one year
via crowdfunding.

Inrecentyears, crowdfunding has become
amethod where clubs use it to raise money for
various purposes. But in Indian football, this
comes asa first.

Two days ago, in an advertorial in a local
daily, the club shared its bank account num-
ber and a QR code and called for fans to come
outand donate any amountas they please and
share the details on a WhatsApp number.

Trying to strike the emotional chord, the
club officials have been going to North Bengal,
Tripura, Assam and even Bangladesh to col-
lect funds. "We (as in those who migrated
from Bangladesh) came begging and we are
once again begging to fans to come forward
and shower their love. The amount that we
collect can be invested in developing our fa-
cilities and invest in grassroots development.
If there is any surplus amount that can be
utilised in even signing players. This can also
helpinbettering the performance of the club,"
Sarkar told The Indian Express.

"East Bengal has millions of fans. Many of
them have often told us - 'that use us to your
strength and take help from us'. Those in the
working committee have committed to pay Rs
5lakhs.So we are expecting to raise more than
acrore from them. Apart from this fans can pay
us anything from Rs 100 to Rs 1000. In return
we will give thema certificate and keep an ac-
count of every money paid to us," he added.

"We have a good rapport with our neigh-
bouring country, especially the Abahani. We
have a lot of fans in Bangladesh, and we have
been told that a lot of them are more than
happy to help," said an official who did not
want to be named.

However, former India captain

East Bengal officials have been going to North Bengal, Tripura, Assam and even Bangladesh to collect funds. Express
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Bhaichung Bhutia, who scored his first hat-
trick against Mohun Bagan while playing

for East Bengal in 1997, expressed surprise
at the move. "Yes, the club needs funds, but
itis very confusing. Right now, East Bengal
has aninvestor and crowdfunding for me is
difficult to understand,” Bhutia told The
Indian Express.

Mehtab Hossain, who played 10 seasons
for East Bengal, believes that the club needs
to survive right now. "Desperate times call
for desperate measures. The goal is for the
club to somehow wade out of this situation.
As a former player, I shall definitely stand
by the club and contribute in whatever way
I can,” said Hossain while talking to The
Indian Express.

"Every little bit helps. So please, do what
you can to support East Bengal Football Club.
Together, we can save this iconic club and en-
sure its legacy continues for many years,"
Hossain added.

"Committee has taken a decision depend-
ing on the current financial position. But it

seems like they need money now because they
never had a proper fund. One must also keep
aneye on how these funds are utilized. Maybe
then we can decide whether this was a good
move or a bad one," said another former East
Bengal player Surya Bikash Chakraborty.

Sceptical supporters

Fans, though, aren't impressed. There has
beenalot of criticismonline. "It is quite sad that
a club which boasts of millions of supporters,
isfinding it difficult to collect evenRs 6 crores,"
said Dibyendranath Banerjea, adie hard fan of
East Bengal. Another, Debkumar Sarkar, opined
that crowdfunding could also lead to misuse
of funds. "One thing they can do is go public
with company shares and also release their fi-
nancial reports every year in a transparent
manner;" he said.

"We are against this because there is lim-
ited transparency in this process. How the
club officials will utilize it is also a grey area.

Stimac defends actions
that led to red card

Bengaluru: India head coach Igor
Stimacdefended his actions during the
team's4-0 win over Pakistaninits SAFF
Championship opener, saying he "will
do it again" to protect his players
against "unjustified decisions". Stimac
was shown a red card for interrupting
with the actions of an opposition
player deliberately at the Sree
Kanteerava Stadium on Wednesday.
"Footballis all about passion, especially
when you defend the colours of your
country. You can hate or love me for my
actions yesterday, but [ am a warrior
and I will do it again when needed to
protect our boys on the pitch against
unjustified decisions," Stimac tweeted.

Also, if there is an audit, it has to be done by
an independent organization. We had do-
nated before but have yet to get a proper an-
swer as to how the amount was utilized. So
we demand complete transparency,” said a
member of East Bengal Ultras, one of the
largest fan groups.

The East Bengal ultras fan page also is-
sued a strongly worded statement and said,
"What have these officials done so far for the
people in North Bengal that they have now
come to beg? They could have had tie ups
with local clubs in the region but they did
not. We do not trust these officials. We want
total transparency in the process and they
can also start membership. If they charge Rs
5000 for an online membership all they will
need is 12000 members to reach the target of
Rs6 Cr. This will make it transparent or else
we will boycott this move. We also have an-
other query - this can work for a year but
what about next year ? Will they come beg-
ging again? Is it possible to do this year after
year?", they asked.

Butit's notall darkand gloomy for the club.
East Bengal have been signing players and they
recently bolstered their attacking lineup by
roping in the Spanish duo of Javier Siverio and
Saul Crespo. So,allinall, itis not suchabad sit-
uationasyet butalongwindow remainsinthe
horizon.

How Rani Rampal’s storles prompted Annu to chase her dream

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, JUNE 22

AZAD SINGH Malik vividly remembers how
once he shouted at India’s top goal scorer at
recently-concluded Junior Asia Cup, Annu,
for reporting late after she left home for only
two days and came back five days later.

Annu wiping her tears, told Azad, “sir bus
kiraye ke paise nahi they tabhi late ho gayi
(SirIgot stuck at home because I didn’t have
the required bus fare).Annu’s father Raj Pal,
is a farmer. His finances weren’t enough to
support Annu’s training as well as academ-
ics. The free accommodation caught his eyes
and against the wishes of his wife he decided
to send Annu to the nursery in Sirsa.

“After a week, my parents came to see
me. The moment [ saw my mother [ started
crying. After seeing me in tears, my mother
also started crying. She begged my father
that we must take her (Annu) home. My fa-
ther was rigid and he said ‘If I will take her
home now, she will keep running away from
all the problems in future.’ Let her give a cou-
ple of weeks, let her settle down. He was
right. After a week, my parents left, I got lost
in hockey and my father’s decision turned

out to be a blessing for me,” she said.

“On Friday, she left for her home and
was supposed to come back on Sunday. She
joined on Wednesday and when your most
obedient and hard working student does
something like that as a coach, you lose
your temper. I gave her a mouthful. She
started crying and then what she said is still
in my subconscious mind,” Malik told The
Indian Express.

“I'had no clue about her financial situa-
tion. She used to play with borrowed hockey
sticks. I did a bit of finding and when I came
to know the reason, why her parents sent her
toSirsa Nursery and then to SAI's Hissar cen-
tre, it broke my heart,” he added.

At the age of nine, Annu, who hails from
Roj Khera in Haryana’s Jind district, moved
to a sports nursery in Sirsa run by the
Haryana government, where accommoda-
tion and meals were free.

“Istarted playing at my school. There was
no astroturf, we used to play in the school’s
premises only. One of my school teachers
told my father that am good in hockey and
he must take me to Sirsa for trials. I did well
got picked,” Annu, India’s leading goal scorer
at the Women'’s Junior Asia Cup, told this
newspaper.

Annu was India’s top scorer at the
recently-concluded Junior Asia Cup.

Annu’s father Raj Pal, is a farmer. His fi-
nances weren't enough to support Annu’s
training as well as academics. The free ac-
commodation caught his eyes and against
the wishes of his wife he decided to send
Annu to the nursery in Sirsa.

“After a week, my parents came to see
me. The moment [ saw my mother I started
crying. After seeing me in tears, my mother
also started crying. She begged my father

that we must take her (Annu) home. My fa-
ther was rigid and he said ‘If I will take her
home now, she will keep running away from
all the problems in future.’ Let her give a cou-
ple of weeks, let her settle down. He was
right. After a week, my parents left, [ got lost
in hockey and my father’s decision turned
out to be a blessing for me,” she said.

It was Raj Pal, who first saw the glint in
Annu’s eyes, when she saw the image of Rani
Rampal in a local newspaper. Raj Pal, would
try to arrange the newspaper everyday and
would try to collect all the information about
Rani Rampal.

“He used to narrate the stories of Rani
di to me. I remember there was a big story
on her about her journey, the struggle and
the financial struggles she had to face. Rani
di’s story inspired my father and later on,
she became the motivation for me as well,”
recalled Annu.

Dribbling abilities

After playing for one and half years at Sirsa,
Annu caught the eyes of Azad Singh, whowas
in Sirsa to meet his brother Jagjit Singh Malik,
who was the coach at the nursery.

“She was too good for her age. She had
this natural speed, she was definitely the

quickest in her age group. What excited me
the most was her ability to dribble. She was
notonly athletic but she used to try different
things with her hockey stick. With the help
of my brother, I got in touch with her father
and she came to Hissar,” said Malik.

“I told him that her accommodation will
be taken care of. Then only her father agreed.
One of my friend, who is an SDO in Hisar,
(Karam Pal Sindhu), he once saw her playing
and while having a normal discussion, I told
him about her financial situation. He imme-
diately said I will sponsor her. He bought her
shoes, hockey sticks, and other training kits,”
said Singh.

Besides financial issues and the home-
sickness, Annu also had to face unrelenting
interference of pesky neighbours and snoopy
relatives.

“My father took a stand. You know the
mentality but he was hellbent that I will play
hockey and he never gave up on me.Iwill al-
ways be grateful,” she says.

After her stellar performance in the Junior
Asia Cup, Annu has gifted her parents smart-
phones as she doesn’t want them to miss her
inthe Women'’s Junior World Cup to be held
in Santiago, Chile from November 29 to
December 10.

THE I0A ad-hoc panel has reduced the upcoming Asian Games
and World Championship selection to a one-bout competition
for six protesting wrestlers, who will be required to beat just the
winners of the trials to seal their places in the Indian teams for

the two prestigious events.

The six wrestlers — Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang Punia, Sakshi Malik,
Sangeeta Phogat, Satywart Kadian and Jitender Kinha — have not just
got the exemption from appearing in the initial trials, they have also
been promised that they will compete against the winners of the tri-
alsbetween August 5 and 15.The wrestlers had requested the Sports
Ministry toallow them to appear in the Asian Games trials in August
because they are under-prepared for the competition due to their
long-drawn protest against outgoing WFI chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, who is facing sexual harassment charges.

Elite wrestlers like Bajrang and Vinesh have been given ex-
emptions by WFI from full trials in the past to protect them
from injuries but never ever Sangeeta Phogat, Satyawart
Kadian and Jitender Kinha were considered for such a favour.
The ad-hoc panel is required to hold the Asian Games trials
before July 15 -- the deadline to send the details of all Indian

squads to the organisers.
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