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READY 1/2/3/4BHK Flats &

Doctors Chambers at

Khamla, BajajNagar,

Jaitala, Dabha,

Hajaripahad, Untkhana,

Sakkardara,Gandhi

Builders- 8888820901/2,

7666883935 .

0080077274-1

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY

Required Students,

Housewives, Job / Retired

Persons in U.S Company.

Whatsapp 8591960064

0050220454-12

PART TIME JOBS

SITUATION 

VACANT

RECRUITMENT

SMALL ADVT.   
BIG RESPONSE 

-Contact- 
0712-2236897

0712-2236873

Jijau Commercial Co-Op Bank Ltd. Amravati. 
Head Office "Jijau" Plot No.33 & 34, Walcut Compound, Amravati. 

Phone No.2560057, 2570056, Fax No(0721)2566156 
Email id - jijaubankamravati@gmail.com Website-www.jijaubank.org.in

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Government of Maharashtra

Commissioner of Fisheries
Taraporwala Aquarium, Netaji Shubhash Marg, Charni Road, Mumbai-400002

Email :- commfishmaha@gmail.com Web site :- www.fisheries.maharashtra.gov.in 

Empanelment of Supplier
FOR

Procurement of Fish spawn/Fingerling/Yearling from State and
other States for increasing freshwater fish production in

Maharashtra State
(AY 2023-24)

COMMISSIONER of Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra is working under the Department
of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, having its Office at Taraporevala Aquarium, Charni
Road, Mumbai- 400 002, invites E-tender for Empanelment of Supplier for Procurement of Fish
Spawn/Fingerling/ Yearling from State and other States for increasing freshwater fish production
in Maharashtra State (AY 2023-24).

Interested fish seed suppliers who have obtained accreditation certification from the
concerned authority of the respective State should submit their variety-wise (Catla, Rohe, Mrigal,
Cyprinus, Pangasius, GIFT- Tilapia) tariff rates in transportation charge to the fish seed production
centers mentioned in Annexure-A. In case the fishermen buy directly from a seed supplier's center
mentioned in Annexure-B. "This Department is only the Facilitator, not the Purchaser".

Interested bidders to download the E-tender document from the Maha-tender Portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in. any subsequent corrigendum/ clarifications will be made available on
the Mahatender Portal https://mahatenders.gov.in. Bids must be received no later than the time
and date mentioned in the Fact Sheet. Bids that are received after the deadline WILL NOT be
considered.

Sd/-
(Ravindra Wayda)

Joint Commissioner of Fisheries,
DGIPR-2023-24/1619 Inland Maharashtra State, Mumbai

Sr.No. Parameters Details

1. File No. FISH/1/020312/03/2023-24 

2. Name Empanelment of Supplier for Procurement of Fish Spawn/
Fingerling/Yearling from State and other States for increasing
freshwater fish production in Maharashtra State (AY 2023-24).

3. Contact Details Mr. Ravindra Wayda. Joint Commissioner of Fisheries (Inland),
Maharashtra State, Mumbai
Mob.: 9890581289 and Email : cummfishmaha@gmail.com

4. Important Dates Milestone Date and time (IST)

E-Tender Sale Date 20.06.2023 at 11:00 am

E-Tender document download 20.06.2023 at 11:00 am

Pre-bid meeting for receipt of
queries/clarification

26.06.2023 at 2:00 pm

Last date for Bid Submission 11.07.2023 at 4:00 pm

Date and time of opening of e-tender 12.07.2023 at 4:30 pm
(if possible)



`̀ 120 per kilo

`̀ 148 per kilo

`̀ 184 per kilo

`̀ 78 per Dozen
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SUSHANTKULKARNI&
ATIKHRASHID
PUNE, JUNE22

FOURDAYSafterthebodyof26-
year-old Darshana Pawar was
found at the foothills of Rajgad
FortnearPunewithmultiplein-
jurymarks,thePuneRuralPolice
saidonThursdaythat theyhave
tracedandarrestedher28-year-
old friend Rahul Handore, who
allegedly confessed to commit-
ting themurder after his mar-
riage proposal was rejected by
thevictim.
Handorewasarrestedat the

Andheri railway station in
Mumbai onWednesday night,
thepolicesaid.Hehadbeentrav-
ellingmostly by train since the

murder on June 12, reaching
West Bengal, Chandigarh and
Goa,apartfromvariouslocations
inMaharashtra, they said. "He
madecontactwithsomefamily
membersafewtimesduringthis
period,” Pune Rural SP Ankit
Goyal said.
According to the police,

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

MOINSHAH
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
onWednesday highlighted the
role of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in learning, skilling and educa-
tion, stating that it offers im-
mensepossibilitiesforthefuture,
even as he acknowledged the
challenges thatcomewithtech-
nological advancements and
stressedthe importanceof find-
ingtherightbalance.
Inarecordedmessageplayed

during the G20 educationmin-
isters'meetinginPune,hecalled
upon the G20 to play a crucial
roleinleveragingtechnologyfor
the betterment of education

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE22

AS THE four-day G20 4th
WorkingGroupMeetingforedu-
cationconcludedinPune,Union
EducationMinisterDharmendra
Pradhan said on Thursday that
membernations in theministe-
rial declaration have listed five
thrustareas toworkupon.
Speaking to themedia here

after the conclusionof themin-
isterial meeting on education,

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

DARSHANAPAWARMURDER

Darshana
Pawar

G20EDUCATIONMINISTERS’MEET INPUNE

Modi calls for global
effort to leverage
AI, tech in education

G20 nations
list thrust areas
of education

Police arrest friend, say
‘killed her for rejecting
his marriage proposal’

RELATEDREPORT
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Modisays talks,
decisionsadda
newchapter,
Bidencalls ties
stronger, closer,
moredynamic

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

FRAMINGHIScountry’spartner-
shipwithIndiaamongthe“most
consequential intheworld”that
is“stronger,closerandmoredy-
namicthananytimeinhistory”,
USPresidentJoeBiden,whoheld
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thursday, un-
derlinedthenewstrategicareas
ofcooperation—fromsemicon-
ductor supply to sharingcritical
and emerging technologies, us-
ing newways to diagnose and
treatcancertosendingIndianas-
tronauts tospace.
Biden by his side in the East

RoomoftheWhiteHouse,Modi,
too,headlinedthestrategicout-
comesinhisstatementafterthe
bilateral meeting between the
twosides.
“Today is a day that has spe-

cial importance inthehistoryof
India-US relations. Our discus-
sions today and the important
decisions we have taken have
addedanewchaptertoourcom-
prehensive and a global strate-
gicpartnership.Theyhavegiven
itanewdirectionandanewen-
ergy,”hesaid.
Biden said, “Mr Prime

Minister, we met many times
overthepastfewyears,mostre-
cently in Hiroshima at the G7
Summit, and each time I was
struckbyourability to findnew
areas of cooperation. Together,
weareunlocking the shared fu-
ture of what I believe to be un-
limitedpotential.”
And with this visit, Biden

said, “We are demonstrating
oncemore. Indeed, the United
States and India are collaborat-
ing on nearly every human en-
deavouranddeliveringprogress

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

IN A landmark deal that gives a
massive boost to ties between
theUSandIndia,GeneralElectric
(GE) Aerospace signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing(MoU)withHindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
Thursday to produce fighter jet
engines for the IndianAirForce.
The announcement of the

pactcameduringPrimeMinister

NarendraModi’sStatevisittoUS.
Inastatement,GEAerospace

said this pact marks “a major
milestone”andis“akeyelement
in strengthening defence coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries”.Theagreement, thestate-
mentsaid,includesthepotential
joint production of GE
Aerospace’s F414 engines in
India,forwhichit isworking

with the US government to re-
ceive necessary export authori-
sation.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Deals closed, doors open

GE Aerospace signs pact
with HAL to manufacture
fighter jet engines for IAF

DEFENCE,SPACEPACTSINKED,
WhiteHousereception forModi

JOINTMISSIONTOISSIN2024,
India to joinspaceArtemisAccords

HOSTEDBYBIDENS,PMSAYS
‘greatconversationonmanysubjects’

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,President JoeBidenandFirstLadyJillBidenwalkintotheWhiteHouseafteraStateArrivalCeremonyonThursday.AP

Asked about discrimination and
dissent, Modi: Democracy in DNA
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE23

WITHUSPresidentJoeBidenlis-
tening,PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModiThursdaysaidthat“democ-
racy is inourDNA”, and“there is
absolutelynospacefordiscrimi-
nation”regardlessof“caste,creed,
religionandgender”.
Hewasrespondingtoaques-

tion about what steps his gov-
ernmentiswillingtotaketoim-
prove the rightsofminorities in
Indiaandtouphold freespeech.
Atthejointpressconference

where both leaders took ques-
tions from one reporter from
each side, Biden—when asked

onraisingissuesofhumanrights
anddemocracywiththevisiting
Indian PM — said: “Prime
MinisterandIhadagooddiscus-
sionaboutdemocratic values…
andthatisthebestpartofourre-
lationship.We are straightfor-
wardwitheachotherandwere-
specteachother.”
HethenechoedModi,“AndI

believe that we believe in the
dignity of every citizen and it is
in America's DNA and I believe,
it's in India'sDNA.”
Prime Minister Modi was

asked by a journalist from US
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

PMModi,PresidentBiden
addressapressmeet.Reuters

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

AS PRIMEMinister Narendra
Modi’s first State visit to theUS
unfolded and hemet President
JoeBiden,theannouncementof
a mega deal between the
General Electric Aerospace and
the Hindustan Aeronautics
Limitedforthemanufactureun-
der licence in IndiaofGE’s F414
engine for the indigenous Light
CombatAircraft(LCA)TejasMk2
sentaclearmessage–thebegin-
ningoftheendofthetechnology
denial regime.
Besides jet engines, deals on

procuring drones, a space
mission andmanufactur-
ing chips in India are
among the big-ticket an-
nouncements.
But the deal to manu-

factureengines for fighter jets is

significant — GE’s F414
military aircraft engine
powers state-of-the-art
fighters like the Boeing
Super Hornet and Saab
Gripen.
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

The IndianExpress’s June18
reportonthe jetenginedeal

The signal fromDC:
Beginning of the end
of technology denial
regime for NewDelhi

RAINNODAMPENER
ASDIASPORATURNS
UP IN THOUSANDS
MODI, BIDENSBOND
OVER ICE CREAM P11

FULLCOVERAGE

SANTOSHSINGH
&MANOJCG
PATNA, JUNE22

DOWNA stretch of road in the
Bihar capital is displayed the
grand ambition of the
Opposition’s effort to stop 10
yearsof theNarendraModi jug-
gernaut. The nameof the road?
‘JawaharlalNehruMarg’.
The optics is near perfect, in

the citywhere exactly 49 years
ago,inJune1974,acallwasgiven
for the overthrow of the Indira
Gandhi-led government at the
Centre, a year ahead of the
Emergency.
But if there is a touch of his-

toryabouttheOppositionmeet-
ing here Friday, there is also an
element of desperation — and
the burden of expectation. It’s
the first such unitymeeting for
the2024LokSabhapollsamong
18-oddOppositionpartiesof all
hues— socialists, Communists,
regional satraps formerly of the
Congress,andthemuch-emaci-

atedgrandoldparty itself.
Sources across parties argue

that nothing “extraordinary”
should be expected on Friday.
But, even at theminimum, the
goal is toprepare “the first draft
of unity” — or a roadmap for a
united fight.
Thespecificsofthatwouldbe

aseat-sharingformulaensuring
a one-on-one contest between
OppositionpartiesandtheBJPin

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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Leaders start arriving for Opposition meeting
in Patna, with promise of ‘the first draft of unity’

InPatnaonThursday,adayaheadof theOppositionmeet. PTI RELATEDREPORT
PAGES8, 10

BUSINESSASUSUAL

BYUNNY

NAGPUR



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

HardeepNijjar’skilling,
CBI’sCoromandelprobe,
andNAMOtablets

In3Things today,wediscussabout the
killingof theKhalistani terroristHardeep
SinghNijjar, theCBIprobe intothe
CoromandelExpresscrash,andthefailure
todeliverNAMOtablets
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asmany as seats as possible —
sourcesspeakoftalksbeingonfor
450of the543LokSabhaseats—
apartfromacommonminimum
programme,aresolutiontonotat-
tack each other in states, and to
come together on issues of na-
tionalconcern.

Butmostleadersdon’texpect
muchforwardmovement inthis
firstmeeting,particularlyoverthe
seat-sharing formula. Themost
expectedoutcomeisajointstate-
ment accusing the Modi-led
Centre of undermining democ-
racy,tramplinginstitutionsandsi-
lencingdissent, andasserting an
intenttofightunitedlyagainstthe
BJP. The leaders also say that the
very fact that somanyparties—
which are rivals in states—have
agreedtosittogetherisasuccess.
Apartfromthelackof fracasover
whowill lead the front andwho
would be the primeministerial
face,sofar.

Alotdependsontheresponse
of the Congress — to be repre-
sentedatthemeetingbyitspres-

identMallikarjunKhargeandsen-
ior leaderRahulGandhi. In leav-
ingalargechunkoftheseatstore-
gionalpartiesinstateswherethey
arestrong,theCongresswouldbe
ceding the most ground, and
wouldbedoing soon the assur-
ance that the regional parties
would return the favour in
Congressstrongholds.

Withmostofthepartiesinat-
tendancesharingasocialistback-
groundorsocialistideology,there
is a possibility of a consensus to
hold ralliesdemandinganation-
widecastecensus.

Somehiccupsarenatural,par-
ticularly over agendas specific to
some regional parties. On
Thursday, in a last-minute an-
nouncement, the RLD’s Jayant
Chaudharysaidhewouldskipthe
meeting due to a “pre-decided
family programme”. AAP
supremo andDelhi CMArvind
Kejriwalhassaidheexpectspar-
ties to vow support to it against
the ordinance passed by the
Centretocurtailpowersofitsgov-

ernment. There was talk on
Wednesday of the AAP staging
“walkout”if thatdidnothappen.

Besides, the RJD, TMC, JD(U)
and JMMmight seek support of
partiesagainsttheallegedmisuse
of Central agencies to browbeat
Oppositionparties.Thiswillcause
someheartburn, given thebitter
rivalry between the AAP and
Congress, and the TMC and
Congressinstates.

TheCongressbelievestheAAP
is trying to unnecessarily box it
into a corner on theDelhi ordi-
nance issue. Someof theparties
friendlytotheCongresstooargue
thatFriday’smeetingisaboutdis-
cussing a joint strategy for 2024
andnotaboutany“oneissue”.

If JD(U) chief spokespersonK
CTyagispokeof“theneedforone-
on-one contests” onmaximum
seats as the prime issue on the
agenda, RJDnational vice-presi-
dent and formerMPShivanand
Tiwari said the first goalwas “to
come out with the alternative
theyareofferingagainsttheNDA”.

BiharCongresspresidentAkhilesh
PrasadSinghhopedforacommon
minimumprogramme.

“Attacking Prime Minister
Modi cannot suffice.Wehave to
workouttacticalalliances incer-
tain states and theCongress and
someOppositionparties should
show willingness to come to-
getherinothers,”Tiwarisaid.

On a seat-sharing formula,
Tyagisaid:“Ifonecountstheseats
inBihar,Rajasthan,Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Jharkhand,Madhya
PradeshandTamilNadu,wecan
seethepossibilityofadirectcon-
test(betweentheOppositionand
BJP). Butwhile Akhilesh Yadav
mightnothavemuchissuealign-
ingwith the Congress,Mamata
Banerjeemightwant theCPI(M)
to opt out of some seats inWest
Bengal andKejriwalmight have
similar demands in Punjab and
Delhi.”

Onwhether theOpposition
would project a PM face, Tyagi
said: “Those talking about this
shouldknowthatthePatnameet-

ingisnotaboutsuchthingsbuton
a united and strongOpposition
first...Wecanalreadysensenerv-
ousness in the BJP. Patna will
rewrite history by bringing the
Opposition on one platform
again.”

Patna,meanwhile, is already
buzzing,andit'snotjustduetothe
postersof topOppositionleaders
alongroads,includingJawaharlal
NehruMarg. By Thursday, TMC
supremoMamata Banerjee had
landedatPatnaairportalongwith
her No. 2 Abhishek Banerjee,
making a straight dash tomeet
Lalu and family; Kejriwalwas in
alongwithPunjabCMBhagwant
Mann and senior party leaders
SanjaySinghandRaghavChadha;
andallthewayfromKashmirwas
PDP leader and former J&K CM
MehboobaMufti.

JD(U) chief and Bihar CM
NitishKumarmetmost of them
forapersonalwelcome.Earlierin
theday,hecalledonLalu;bothin-
cidentallyfellowtravellersofthat
1974movement.

Leaders start arriving for Patna Oppmeeting, with promise of 'the first draft of unity’

TheF414engineswill power the
IAF’s Light CombatAircraftMk2
jets.

India’sfirstindigenousfighter
jet LCATejas is poweredbyGE’s
F404engines–Indiafailedtode-
velop a jet engine despite re-
peated attempts byDRDO'sGas
TurbineResearchEstablishment.

Asmany as 75 F404 engines
havebeendeliveredandanother
99areonorder forLCAMk1Aby
GE,itsaidinthestatement,adding
thateightF414engineshavebeen
deliveredaspartofanongoingde-
velopment programme for LCA

Mk2.“Today’sagreementwillad-
vanceGEAerospace’searliercom-
mitment to build 99 engines for
theIndianAirForceaspartof the
LCAMk2program,”itsaid.

It said the pact will put the
company inastrongpositionto
create a family of products in
India, includingtheF404engine
that currently powers the LCA
Mk1 and LCA Mk1A aircraft,
highlightingGEAerospace’sse-
lection for theprototypedevel-
opment, testing and certifica-
tion of India’s ambitious
Advanced Medium Combat

Aircraft (AMCA) programme
with its F414-INS6 engine. The
GE-404engine, thebasicdesign
ofwhichhas been replicated in
the F414, was developed in the
1970s.

“Inaddition,GEwillcontinue
tocollaboratewiththeIndiangov-
ernment on theAMCAMk2en-
gineprogramme,”itsaid.

AsidefromGE,Indiahasbeen
talking toother global jet engine
makers for technology transfer
such as Safran SA of France and
Rolls-Royce of the United
KingdomfortheAMCA.

With a handful of countries
mastering the technology and
metallurgyneededtomakecom-
bat jet engines,most have been
unwilling to share itwith other
countries.

“This is a historic agreement
madepossiblebyour longstand-
ing partnershipwith India and
HAL,”theGEstatementquotedH
LawrenceCulp, Jr.,Chairmanand
Chief ExecutiveOfficerofGEand
CEOofGEAerospace.

“Weareproudtoplayarolein
advancing President Biden and
PrimeMinisterModi’s vision of

closer coordinationbetween the
twonations,”hesaid.

“Our F414 engines are un-
matchedandwillofferimportant
economic andnational security
benefits forbothcountries aswe
help our customers produce the
highest quality engines tomeet
theneedsof theirmilitaryfleet.”

“In addition topotential new
workinIndia,anumberofUSfa-
cilities that currently support
workontheF414enginewill see
additionalvolumeasaresultofto-
day’s announcement,” the state-
mentsaid.

●The signal fromDC

●G20 nations

●Darshana Pawar

●AI, tech in education

●GE Aerospace inks pact with HAL to make fighter jet engines for IAF

Thedealisexpectedtoleadto
transfer of at least 11 “critical”
technologiestoIndia.

ForDelhi, that’sthemostcru-
cialpartasitmarksthebeginning
of the endof the technologyde-
nialregime.

Over theyears, Indiawasde-
privedofcriticaltechnologiesand
it became acute in the 1960s
throughthe1990s.

In 1974, after India’s first nu-
clear test, theNuclear Suppliers
Group was formed and India
founditselfoutsidetheeliteclub.

Afterthenucleartestsof1998,
PrimeMinisterAtalBihariVajpayee
facedglobalopprobriumandthe
USledincriticisingtheIndianmove
toconductthetests.

The Jaswant Singh-Strobe

Talbott talks led to President Bill
Clinton’svisitinMarch2000,and
intheyearsthatfollowed,there-
lationshipstrengthenedandma-
tured. TheGeorgeWBushyears
saw the Indo-US nuclear deal,
which elevated ties to a higher
strategictrajectory.

In September 2008, after the
NSGwaiver to the Indo-US nu-
clear deal, Prime Minister
ManmohanSinghsaid, “Itmarks
the end of India’s decades-long
isolation fromthenuclearmain-
stream and technology denial
regime.”

In June2016, PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi told the US
Congress that India and the US
haveovercome“thehesitationsof
history”, and called for ever-

stronger economic anddefence
ties. Sixyears later, the jetengine
deal and sharing of the critical
technologiesmarked the endof
the “technology-denial regime”
andtheovercomingof the“hesi-
tationsofhistory”.

The Initiative for Critical and
Emerging Technologies (iCET),
which President Joe Biden and
PrimeMinisterModiannounced
in May 2022, and is led by
National Security Advisors Ajit
DovalandJakeSullivan,gotoff to
a start in January 2023 — and
SullivanvisitedIndiathismonth.

The initiative is looking at
technologiestobesharedincriti-
calsectorssuchasdefence,space,
semiconductors, artificial intelli-
gence,andquantumcomputing.

acrosstheboard—fromdesign-
ing newways to diagnose and
treat illnesses, like cancer and
diabetes, tocollaboratingonhu-
man spaceflight, including
sending in Indianastronauts to
the International Space Station
in 2024, to accelerate a global
clean energy transition and
tackling climate climate crisis
we face, to harnessing our
shared expertise on critical on
emerging technologies, like
quantumcomputingandartifi-
cial intelligence, to ensuring
they are not used as tools of
misinformation and oppres-
sion.”

“We are doubling down on
our cooperation to secure our
semiconductors in our semi-
conductor supply chains, ad-
vancingopenRANtelecommu-
nications networks, and
growing our Major Defence
Partnershipwithmorejointex-
ercises, more cooperation be-
tween our defence industries,
andmore consultation and co-
ordinationacross all domains,”
he said.

The two leaders met in the
Oval Office for a restricted
meeting, which was followed
bydelegation-level talks.

On defence ties, Modi said,
“Theclosedefencecooperation
between India and America
symbolises mutual trust and
sharedstrategicprioritiesmov-
ing away from the old buyer-
seller relationship we had ear-
lier… We have transitioned
today to a relationship involv-
ing transfer of technology, co-
development and co-produc-
tion.”

“The decision taken by
GeneralElectric tomanufacture
(jet) engines in India through
transferof technology isa land-
mark agreement. This also
opensupnewjobopportunities
inbothcountries. Thiswill give
ourdefence cooperation anew
character in the times to come.
The defence industries and
startups of both countries are
important partners in this co-
operation. Bringing them to-

gether isthekeyobjectiveof the
defence industrial roadmap,”
he said.

The initiative for “critical
and emerging technologies”,
Modi said, has emerged as an
important framework for tech-
nical cooperation. “By increas-
ing our cooperation in fields
such as artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, space, quan-
tum,andtelecom,wearecreat-
ingastrongand futuristicpart-
nership. The decision taken by
American companies such as
Micron, Google and Applied
Materialstoinvest inIndiasym-
bolises this futuristic partner-
shipduring this journey.”

“We have also decided that
inthemidstofglobaluncertain-
ties, India and America will as
trustedpartnerscreatereliable,
secureandresilientglobal sup-
ply chains and value chains as
well,” he said.

Onspacecooperation,Modi
said, “Wehave had long stand-
ing cooperation on space… by
taking the decision to join the
ArtemisAccords,wehavetaken
a big leap forward in our space
cooperation. In fact, inshort, for
the India-AmericaPartnership,
even the sky is not the limit.”

On global issues, Biden
brought up the Russia-Ukraine
war aswell as the Indo-Pacific.

“Today,wealsotalkedabout
our shared efforts to mitigate
humanitarian tragedies un-
leashed by Russia’s brutal war
in Ukraine and to defend the
core principles of the UN
Charter, sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. We discussed
ourworkthroughtheQuadand
howIndiaandtheUnitedStates,
together with Australia and
Japan,canensurethevital Indo-
Pacific region remains free,
open, prosperous and secure
throughournewI2U2grouping
with Israel and the UAE,” the
President said.

The PrimeMinister framed
theUkraine conflict in termsof
its impact on the developing
world: “The Covid pandemic
and the Ukraine conflict have

afflicted the countries of the
Global South in particular. We
believe that in order to resolve
these problems, it is absolutely
imperative for all countries to
unite from the very beginning
of the events in Ukraine. India
has laidemphasisonresolution
of disputes through dialogue
anddiplomacy.Wearereadyto
contribute inanywaywecanto
restore peace.”

On the Indo-Pacific, he said,
“In our meeting today, we dis-
cussed several regional and
global issues. Peace and secu-
rity in the Indo-Pacific is our
common priority. We agreed
that the development and suc-
cess of this region is important
for the entire world. We share
ourviewstoenhancecoordina-
tionwithallcountries inthisre-
gionalongwithourQuadpart-
ners.”

With hundreds of Indian
AmericansontheWhiteHouse
lawns towelcomehim,hesaid,
“The most important pillar of
our relations is our people-to
peopleties.Morethan4million
people of Indian origin today
make significant contributions
to the progress of America. In
fact, just thismorning, the large
number of Indians that gath-
ered at the White House
demonstrates that the Indian
Americans, in fact, are the real
strengthbehindourrelations in
order to further deepen these
relations.”

And in this context, hewel-
comed theUSdecision to open
new consulates in Bengaluru
andAhmedabad.“Similarly,we
willalsoopenanewIndiancon-
sulate in Seattle,” he said.

After the bilateral meeting,
the Prime Minister headed to
the US Congress to address the
joint session for the second
time. Biden said that address-
ing the joint session for
Congress is a “testament to the
strong and enduring and thor-
oughly bipartisan support that
exists all across the United
States for the friendship and
partnershipwith India”.

Deals closed, doors open
newspaperWall Street Journal,
thatIndiahaslongprideditselfas
theworld'slargestdemocracy,but
there are many human rights
groupswho say that his govern-
ment has discriminated against
religiousminorities andsilenced
itscritics.“Asyoustandhereinthe
East Roomof theWhiteHouse,
where so many world leaders
havemadecommitmentstopro-
tectingdemocracy,whatstepsare
youandyourgovernmentwilling
to take to improve the rights of
Muslimsandotherminorities in
your country and touphold free
speech?”

Modireplied,“Indeed,Indiais
a democracy and as President
Bidenalsomentioned, India, and
America,bothcountries,democ-
racy is inourDNA.Democracy is
ourspirit.Democracyrunsinour
veins.Welivedemocracy.Andour
ancestorshaveactuallyputwords
to this concept, and that is in the
formofourConstitution.Ourgov-
ernmenthastakenthebasicprin-
ciplesof democracy.Andon that
basis, our Constitution ismade
and the entire country runs on
that…wehavealwaysprovedthat
democracycandeliver.Andwhen
I say deliver, this is regardless of
caste, creed, religion, gender,
there’sabsolutelynospacefordis-
crimination.”

“Andwhenyoutalkofdemoc-
racy,iftherearenohumanvalues,
and there is no humanity, there
arenohumanrights, thenit'snot
a democracy. And that is why
whenyousaydemocracy,andyou
acceptdemocracy,andwhenwe
livedemocracy, then there is ab-
solutelyno space fordiscrimina-
tion. And that is why India be-
lieves in moving ahead with

everybody we trust and with
everybody'sefforts,theseareour
foundationprinciples,whichare
thebasisofhowweoperate,how
weliveourlivesinIndia.Theben-
efitsthatareprovidedbythegov-
ernmentareaccessibletoallwho-
everdeserves, thosebenefits are
available to everybody. And that
iswhy in India's democratic val-
ues,thereisabsolutelynodiscrim-
ination, neither on the basis of
caste, creed,orageoranykindof
geographiclocation.”

Biden, asked about hismes-
sage to those including some
members of Democratic party
whosaythathisadministrationis
overlooking the targeting ofmi-
noritiesandcrackdownondissent
inPrimeMinisterModi’scountry,
said, “PrimeMinister and I hada
gooddiscussionaboutdemocratic
values.Andthatisthebestpartof
ourrelationship.Wearestraight-
forwardwith eachother andwe
respecteachother.”

“Oneof the fundamental rea-
sonsthatIbelievetheUS-Chinare-
lationshipisnotinthesamespace
with theUS-India relationship is
thatthereisanoverwhelmingre-
spectforeachotherbecausewe're
both democracies. And it has a
commondemocratic character,
andourpeople,ourdiversity,cul-
ture,ouropen,tolerant,robustde-
bate.AndIbelievethatwebelieve
inthedignityofeverycitizenand
itisinAmerica'sDNAandIbelieve
in India's DNA. And the whole
worldhas a stake inour success,
both of us in maintaining our
democracies,makes us affiliate
partnersandenablesustoexpand
democratic institutions across
themaroundtheworld.AndIbe-
lievethisandIstillbelievethis.”

‘Democracy in DNA’

Handore allegedly killed
Darshana, who had recently
qualifiedforthestateforestserv-
ices, using rocks and “a sharp
weapon” on June 12, the day
both of themwent for a trek at
the fort. Themurderweapon is
yettobefoundbutthepoliceare
probing the possibility of
Handorehavingcarriedacutter
orbladewithhim.

Officers said CCTV footage
from a restaurant at Gunjavane
village,atthefort'sfoothills,was
thefirstdecisivecluethatturned
theneedleof suspiciontowards
Handore, whowas also a state
civil servicesaspirant.

“It showedthetwogoingto-
wardsthefortbutonlyHandore
returning. Another clue was
Handoregoinguntraceable.We
could track his cellphone loca-
tion from time to time and he
seems tohave travelledby train
toChandigarh,WestBengaland
Bengaluru.Duringtheprobe,we
traced him to Andheri station
and that is where he was ar-
rested,”saidaseniorofficerwho
ispartof the investigation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence to announce the arrest,
Goyal said, “Based on circum-
stantialevidenceandsomewit-
nesses, theprimesuspect in the
case, Rahul Handore, was iden-
tified. Rahul was untraceable
and was on the run for some
time. A coordinated probe by
teams from the local police sta-
tion and crime branch was
launched. He was arrested on
Wednesdaynight fromAndheri
railway station inMumbai. He
hasconfessedtohavingcommit-
ted the crime. The sequence of
events and motive are being
probed.”

Police officers said Handore
andDarshana knew each other
from childhood since his home
atShahavillage inSinnar taluka
of Nashik was opposite that of
her maternal uncle. Handore
holds a BSc in Botany and, like
Darshana,waspreparingforvar-
iouscompetitiveexams,mainly
those conducted by the
Maharashtra Public Service
Commission (MPSC).

Bothwere part of the same

study group in Pune where
Handore stayed at Karvenagar
while Darshana, an MSc in
Mathematics, visited the city
from her hometown in
Ahmednagar forpreparations.

InMarch, Darshana cleared
the MPSC state civil services
exam for the post of Regional
Forest Officer (RFO). Handore,
meanwhile, hadmade four un-
successfulattemptsatMPSCex-
ams, clearing the prelims twice
but failing at themains, officers
said.

Both of them hailed from
poor financial backgrounds, the
policesaid.WhileDarshana'sfa-
therwasadriver forasugarmill
at Kopargaon in Ahmednagar,
Handore'sfatherwasanewspa-
per seller in Nashik. In Pune,
Handoreheldpart-timejobs, in-
cluding for a food delivery app,
while preparing for various ex-
ams,officers said.

“Primafacieitseemsthatthe
crimewas committed because
Darshanahadrejectedthemar-
riage proposal by Handore. He
wantedtogetmarriedtoher.We
haven'thad thechance to inter-
rogatehimindetail,”Goyalsaid.

Asked about the where-
aboutsofHandorewhilehewas
on the run, Goyal said, “Hewas
travelling by train to various lo-
cations. He has been to West
Bengal, some other places and
some locations inMaharashtra
andhewasfinallyarrestedfrom
Andheri.”

Responding toaquestionon
how themurder was commit-
ted,Goyalsaid, “Wehaverecov-
ered some rocks with blood
marks. And the preliminary
postmortemreporthasrevealed
someinjuriesinflictedbyasharp
weapon. Whether it was
planned or not, when they
plannedtogoforatrektoRajgad,
and whether he carried the
weaponwith him, is part of the
probe. It istooearlytocomment
on hismental state at the time.
A detailed report of the post-
mortemisawaited.”

Handorewas produced be-
foreacourtinPuneonThursday
andremandedtopolicecustody
till June29.

globally.
Atthemeeting,theG20min-

isters will formally accept the
outcome documents, marking
theculminationof theextensive
deliberations carried out over
the past severalmonthswithin
the education working group
track. These outcome docu-
ments will serve as a roadmap
fortheinternationalcommunity,
guiding coordinated actions to
ensure inclusiveandhigh-qual-
ityeducation forall learners.

The education working
group, whichwas convened in
Chennai, Amritsar,
BhubaneswarandPune,focused
oninclusivesolutionsandcollec-
tive actions to address global
challenges. Their priorities en-
compassedfoundationalliteracy
and numeracy, inclusive and
qualitative tech-enabled learn-
ing, capacity building for future
work requirements, and foster-
ing research and innovation
throughcollaborationandpart-
nerships.

Inhisaddress,Modiempha-
sised the role of digital technol-
ogy as an "equaliser" and a
means to promote inclusivity,
stating it as a forcemultiplier in
expanding access to education
andadapting to futureneeds. In
additiontodiscussingthesignif-
icance of AI, he alsohighlighted
the integration of technology

with learning to enhance the e-
learning experience. He com-
mended the Study Webs of
Active-learning for Young
AspiringMinds (SWAYAM), an
esteemede-learningportal that
offers remote access to courses
from renowned institutions.
SWAYAMhasachievedremark-
able enrollment numbers, with
a wide range of 9,000 courses
available from the 9th grade to
postgraduate level.

Modi further suggested that
G20 countries undertake skill
mapping at the international
leveltoidentifygapsandaddress
them. He emphasised the need
for continuous skilling, re-
skilling, and up-skilling of the
youthtopreparethemforthefu-
ture and align their competen-
cieswithevolvingworkprofiles
and practices. India is already
undertaking skillmapping, and
ModiencouragedotherG20na-
tions to followsuit.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

Pradhan listed the five priority
areas, including the critical role
itplays inhumandevelopment,
the need for sustainable educa-
tion, availability of quality edu-
cationforallandtheimportance
of digital learning.

“Afterlongdeliberationsand
meetings in four cities namely
Chennai, Amritsar,
Bhubaneswar and Pune, the
consensus document was pre-
pared.Therearefivebroadissues
weagreedupon.AllG20nations
agreed on the critical role edu-
cationplaysasanenablerofhu-
mandignityandempowerment
globally.Allmembersagreedon
the need towork together for a
resilient, sustainable, equitable
andinclusivefuturethroughed-
ucation... future climate chal-
lenges canbemet only through
education,”hesaid.

Pradhanfurthersaidthat"all
G20nationsagreedontheneed
toensurethateveryoneirrespec-
tive of age, gender, socio-eco-
nomicbackgroundorthosewho
are facing learning or physical
challenges have access to qual-
ity, inclusiveandequitableedu-
cationandtraining”.

“Allmembersagreedthated-
ucation is not only about aca-
demiclearning,butalsoaboutlife,
vocational training and skills to
makethemfuture-ready.Theim-
portanceof lifelonglearningwas
alsostressedupon,”headded.

Thefifththrustarea,Pradhan
said, is the importanceofdigital
learning, women-led develop-
ment, green transition and sus-
tainable lifestyle.

Inhisspeechtothedelegates
earlier in the day, Pradhan said
that PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi has given a clarion call on
sustainable development and
lifestyle.Thefourfocusareasfor
the G20 nations are
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN), lifelong learn-
ing, future-ready skills and re-
search,hesaid.

PradhansaidtheG20nations
and knowledge partners have
agreedtoworkonabolishingthe
digital divide. India’s National
EducationPolicy(NEP)2020,he
pointedout, already stresses on
the importance of FLN, instruc-
tion inmothertongueaswellas
thecentralroleplayedbyteach-
ersandtheimportanceofcapac-
ity building of teachers. “Pune’s
G20 would be referred to as a
landmarkbyeducatorsandspe-
cialists in education in the fu-
ture,”hesaid.

Aspartof theircommitment,
all G20members, Pradhan said,
agreedonimmediateandcollec-
tive action “to ensure that all
learners acquire foundational
learning,sothat,by2030,theper-
centage of children, particularly
girls and childrenwith disabili-
ties, not able to read andunder-
standasimpletextanddosimple
mathisreducedsubstantially”.

“All G20 members under-
linedthecentralroleofallteach-
ers and education staff all over
theworld in promoting educa-
tionandtheneedtofosteranen-
vironmentincludingthroughca-
pacity-building programmes
that will enable teachers and
stafftothriveintheirprofession,”
hesaid.

Modiemphasised
theroleofdigital
technologyasan
‘equaliser’anda
meanstopromote
inclusivity
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POPULAR BIFOCAL courses of-
feredatjuniorcolleges(classes11
and12)willbeconvertedintoem-
ployment-oriented specialised
courses—vocationorskill-based
—fromacademicyear2024-25,in
line with the National Skill
QualificationFramework(NSQF).

The Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurshipissuedagovern-
ment resolution (GR) in this re-
gard, along with a list of new
courses tobeofferedundereach
categoryofbifocalcourses. In the
technical group category, Junior
Software Developer, and Field
Technician- Computing and
Peripheralscourseswillbeoffered,
insteadofComputerScience.

TheGeneralCivilcoursewillbe
replacedwithstudiesonGeneral
Mason/BrickMason,Construction

PainterandDecorator.Similarnew
courseshavealsobeen listed for
other categories, such as com-
merceandagriculturegroups.

"Teacherswill be trained for
thenewcourses. The theorypart
will be assessed by the
Maharashtra State Board of
SecondaryandHigherSecondary
Education,whichconductsClass
12examinations; and thepracti-
calassessmentbytheMinistryof
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship of
Maharashtra,"readstheGRissued
onWednesday.

Themove, however, has at-
tractedcriticismfromstakehold-
ers.Accordingtocolleges, thede-
cision was taken without
consultinganyone related to the
bifocalcourses.

ProfessorRameshDeshpande,
viceprincipalofBhavan'sCollege,
said,"High-scoringstudentswant-
ing topursueengineering in the
future would opt for bifocal

coursesofferedunderthetechni-
cal group.Butnowthat theseare
converted into vocationor skill-
basedcourses, high-scoringcan-
didatesmaynotbeinterested.

On theClass 12board exam,
the GRmentions that the state
boardwillconducttheoryassess-
mentandthedepartmentof skill
developmentwillcarryoutpracti-
calassessment.Thiswilladdtothe
confusion. Ideally, there should
havebeenacommitteeofknowl-
edgeable persons before taking
the decision to change these
courses."

Bhavan'sCollegehasbeenrun-
ningbifocalcoursesformanyyears
now.

Additionally, teachers have
also been complaining that the
moveriskslossofjobsasteaching
requirementsforthenewcourses
arenot in linewith their training.
TheMaharashtraStateFederation
of Junior College Teachers
Organisationwill holdameeting
todiscusstheimpactofthemove.

ProfessorMukundAndhalkar,
conveyer of the federation, said,
"Evenasnewnomenclaturesare
given, the course structure re-
mainsunclear.Teachersfearbeing
declared surplus. There are no
clearguidelinesonwhathappens
to the existing teachers if their
trainingisnotinlinewiththenew
coursestructure."

VIJAYKUMARYADAV
MUMBAI, JUNE22

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED)investigatingtheallegedRs
38-crore Covid jumbo centres
scam has revealed that a key
company that was supplying
bodybagsfordeadCovid-19pa-
tients had supplied the bags to
BMC at Rs 6,800 per piece,
which was over three times
thanwhat it charged fromoth-
ers, including private hospitals,
during the sameperiod.

The agency’s probe has also
revealed that besides senior
BMC officials, then Mumbai
MayorKishoriPednekar, too,al-
legedlyplayedanimportantrole
and it is onher instructions that
thecontractwasgiventothesaid
entity, now under scanner.
Officials hinted that the agency
maysoonsummonPednekar to
jointheinvestigation.Thesource,
however,declinedtodivulgethe
nameoftheentityastheinvesti-
gation is still on.

Officials also said thatmedi-
cines, including Remdesivir,
usedtotreatCovid-19treatment
in BMC-operatedhospitals, too,
were purchased at 25-30 per
cent higher rates than themar-
ketprices.Evenafterthegrossir-
regularities were pointed out,
thepurchasesamecontinuedat
the insistence of senior officials
of theBMC, thesourcesaid.

The investigation also re-
vealed that in Lifeline Jumbo
CovidCentre, theactualdeploy-
ment of doctors and medical
staffwas60-65percentshortof
the deployment shown in the
billingmade toBMC.According
tothesource,forbillingpurpose,

thecompanyprovidednamesof
doctors who were not
working/employed by the re-
spective centres of Lifeline
JumboCovidCentre.

Thenamesofmorethan200
doctors were falsely used for
misappropriation of funds, the
source said. The official added
thatduringits investigation, the
ED contacted these doctors via
email and recorded their state-
ments.

Theagency’sraidsat15loca-
tions on Wednesday, on the
premisesofsuspectedindividu-
alslinkedtotheallegedscamhas
led to the seizure of documents
of 50 properties worth more
thanRs150crore, fixeddeposits
and investments of Rs 15 crore,
Rs 68.65 lakh in cash and jew-
ellery worth Rs 2.46 crore. The
EDsleuthshavealsoseizedover
a dozen mobile phones along
with several electronic devices
suchas laptops, etc. andvarious
incriminating records, docu-
ments.

On Wednesday, ED held
searches on the Chembur resi-
dence of Suraj Chavan, a close
aide of Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
UddhavThackeray’ssonAaditya

Thackerey, and the Santacruz
residenceof Sujit Patkar, a close
aide of Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut. The agency also
searched the Bandra residence
of IASofficer Sanjeev Jaiswal—a
former additional municipal
commissionerof theBMC—and
deputymunicipalcommissioner
RamakantBiradar,whowasthe
head of the Central Purchase
Department of the BMC during
thepandemic.

Lifeline Hospital
Management Services in
SasmiraMarg,Worli, as well as
suppliers of oxygen concentra-
tors and other equipment, con-
tractors and middlemen in-
volvedintheallegedscamwere
alsosearched.

The ED has almost covered
their probe at the irregularities
linked to Lifeline Hospital
Management Services in
SasmiraMarg,Worli, a partner-
ship firm of Sujit Patkar, a close
aideofShivSenaUBTMPSanjay
Raut.Nowtheagencyisfocusing
on various branches of money
laundering emerging from this
firm.

On Thursday, the search op-
erations continued at four loca-
tionsinandoutsideMumbai,fo-
cusing mainly on properties
linked to the suspected senior
BMCofficials.

The agancy also summoned
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Sanjeev Jaiswal for
questioning,however,hesought
time.
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THEMAHARASHTRA govern-
menthas suspended IASofficer
AnilRamodafterhewasarrested
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) earlier this
monthwhileallegedlyaccepting
abribeof Rs8 lakh.

FollowingCBI’srecommenda-
tion that Ramod should be sus-
pended, Pune Divisional
Commissioner SaurabhRaohad
sent a proposal to the state gov-
ernment acting on which
PrashantSajanikar,JointSecretary,
issuedtheorderonWednesday.

Sajanikar said in the order
that since his arrest on June 9,
Ramod has spent a period ex-
ceeding 48 hours behind bars
andhence, as per sub-rule (2)A
rule 3 of the All India Services
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, the officer is beingplaced
under suspension. He said dur-
ing Ramod’s period of suspen-
sionhewill remain inPuneand
willnotleavewithoutobtaining
previous permission of the
DivisionalCommissioner, Pune.

It saidhewillnotbeallowed
to accept any private employ-
ment or engage in any trade or
businessduringhis suspension.
Any breach of these conditions
will be treated as an act of mis-
conductrenderinghimliablefor

further disciplinary action, the
orderadded.

Ramod is presently in jail af-
teraspecialcourtrejectedhisre-
quest for bail on June 16, saying
his ‘influence’ may hinder the
probeandsendawrongmessage
amongtheaffected individuals.

Ramodwas arrested for al-
legedly seeking bribe to award
highercompensationtofarmers
whose landsarebeingacquired
forhighwayprojects.

A farmer whose case was
pendingforincreasedcompensa-
tion for acquired land had ap-
proached the agency complain-
ingRamodallegedly demanded
Rs 10 lakh fromhim for the in-
creasedcompensationofaround
Rs 1.25 crore and finally negoti-
atedthebribeamountatRs8lakh.

CBI had earlier told the court
that Ramod is a “habitual of-
fender”andthatduringsearches,
it had recovered Rs 1.26 lakh in
cash from his office cabin, and
alsoseizedRs6.64croreandim-
portant documents during
searchesathisresidenceinBaner.

The agency had also seized
“incriminatingdocuments”dur-
ingasearchat theofficeof “M/S
Vedalaxmi Developers
Designers Private Limited” in
Baner,which is registered inthe
name of Ramod’swife. CBI also
found Rs 47 lakh from the 17
bank accounts in the names of
Ramodandhisfamilymembers.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE20

REVENUE MINISTER
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil has
said that in the light of the re-
cent case of senior revenue
department official from Pune
division, Anil Ramod, allegedly
beingcaughtacceptingbribe to
expedite land compensation,
the department has
decidedtoconstituteacommit-
teetolookintoandrecommend
changes in the land acquisition
and compensation delivery
workflowtomakeitmoretrans-
parent and to avoid a repeat
of theepisode.

Vikhe-Patilspoketothepress
attheofficeof thedistrictcollec-
toronThursday.SadaBhauKhot,
formerministerofstateforagri-
culture, and formerMLA Rahul
Kulwerepresent.

The minister also said that
highprices ofmilk and its adul-
terationwereseriousissuesthat
the government will address.
"Recently, several cases of large
quantities of adulteratedmilk
beingseizedhavetakenplacein

the state.We have noticed that
manywell-knownfirmsalsoac-
quire adulteratedmilk. To stop
this, a committee under the
leadership of an Additional
Collector with members from
the police, FDA, and other rele-
vant departments will be
formedtocontrolthepracticeof
adulterationofmilk. Ithasbeen
decided thatwhen adulterated
milk is caught in transport, the
firmsthathaveorderedthemilk
andwere thus promoting adul-
terationwill also face criminal
charges," saidPatil.

Theministeralsoresponded
to allegations levelled by Shiv
Sena(UBT)leaderSanjayRauton
Thursday that an institution
with which Patil is associated
hadreceivedadonationofRs4.5
to5crore fromIslamicpreacher
ZakirNaik'sNGO.

"Iampartof thiseducational
institutionbutIwasnotinvolved
in its day-to-day functioning,
and at that time it was investi-
gatedbycentralagencies,andno
irregularities were found. Raut
needs some subject every day
and hence he has raked up this
issue,"hesaid.

State govt to set up panel to
reform land compensation
process: Revenue minister

Arrested in corruption case,
govt suspends Anil Ramod

Covid jumbo
centres scam: IAS
officer’s assets
worthRs 100 cr
under ED lens

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI, JUNE22

THE MAHARASHTRA
Governmenthasdirected self-fi-
nanceduniversitiesinthestateto
offer50per centdiscount in fees
tomeritoriousstudentsfromeco-
nomicallyweaker sections, irre-
spectiveof caste categories. This
willapplyto10percentof theto-
taladmissionsinself-financeduni-
versities.Thegovernmentwillnot
provideanygrantor financial as-
sistanceforthispurpose.

TheMaharashtraHigher and
Technical Educationdepartment
onThursdayissuedaGovernment
Resolution (GR) in this regard.
“StudentswhoqualifyforEWSsta-
tusaspergovernmentprescribed
criteriawillgetthisbenefitonthe
basis ofmerit. This discountwill
be applicable to the total fee, in-

cludingall charges leviedbyvar-
sity on students under different
headings.Thediscountwillapply
fromtheyearwhen the student
takesadmissiontothecompletion
ofthecourse,”statestheGR.

Themove is decided in line
withthestudent-orientededuca-
tionsystemrecommendedinthe
National EducationPolicy (NEP),
states theGR. This is to facilitate
meritorious students fromeco-
nomically weaker sections to
studyinself-financeduniversities,
whichareotherwisedifficult for
themtoafford.

Maharashtrahigherandtech-
nical education minister
ChandrakantPatilonWednesday
hadsaidthatthestategovernment
will soon come out with a GR,
mandatingprivateuniversitiesto
reserve10per cent seats for stu-
dents of EWS, and charge from
themonly50per cent of tuition

fees. AccordingtodatafromUGC,
a total of 22 universities in
Maharashtra are self-financed.
Admissionsare currentlyunder-
wayinmostuniversitiesacrossthe
state.

Vikas Chandra Rastogi, the
Principal SecretaryofHigherand
Technical Educationdepartment
ofMaharashtra,said,“TheGRwill
be implemented from the aca-
demicyear2023-24...10percent
of students admitted to self-fi-
nancedprivateuniversitieswillget
thefee-waiver,providedtheyful-
filthecriterionofEWSstatus.”

TheGRalsostatesthatthefee-
waiverwillbeimplementedatthe
time of admission. “Within a
monthfromthelastdayofthead-
missions procedure, the self-fi-
nanceduniversitieswill have to
submit a report of such fee-
waivers to the stategovernment,
alongwithdetailsof thebenefici-

aries.Followingthis,areviewwill
betakenatthegovernmentlevel,”
statestheGR.

Stating that thedecisionhas
beentakeninconsensuswithpri-
vate universities across
Maharashtra; Prof DrMangesh
Karad,PresidentofthePreeminent
EducationResearchAssociation
(PERA),whichisanassociationof
all private universities in
Maharashtra,said,“Ameetingwas
heldonthiswiththegovernment
a fewmonths ago, and then the
decisionwas taken. Itwill beap-
plicabletostudentswhocanfulfil
thecriteria.”

DrKarad,ExecutivePresident
andVice Chancellor of MIT Art
DesignandTechnologyUniversity
inPune,alsosaid,“Asprivateuni-
versities,weanywayprovidemer-
itorious studentswith financial
helpinformsofscholarships.Now
itwillbedoneunderthissystem.”

EWS students to get 50%discount in fee in
Maharashtra’s self-financed universities

RS38-CRORECOVIDJUMBOCENTRESSCAM

EDofficialsatBMC’sCentral
PurchaseDepartmentoffice
inBycullaWest.AmitChakravarty

ED probe: BMC officials purchased
drugs, body bags at exorbitant rates

VIJAYKUMARYADAV
MUMBAI, JUNE22

OFFICIALS OF the Enforcement
Directorate(ED)investigatingthe
allegedRs38-croreCovid jumbo
centres scamhave claimed that
IndianAdministrativeService(IAS)
officer Sanjeev Jaiswalhadakey
roleinit.Theagencyhasraidedhis
Bandra(East)residenceandseized
Rs13lakhcashandpropertydoc-
uments, apart from raiding and
identifyingmanyotherproperties
of the officerworth over Rs 100
crore,which includes ahalf-acre
landinMadhIsland.

OnThursday, the EDcarried
outsearchesatfourplaces,includ-
ing twolocations in theMMRre-
gionbelonging to seniorBMCof-
ficialsandasuspect supplier. The
agency isnowtrying toascertain
howmanyofthesepropertiesare
linkedtoproceedsofcrimes.

According to sources, Jaiswal
claimed that he has beenmade
scapegoat in the ongoing crack-
down by the ED saying hewas
functioningonbehalf of thestate
governmentduringtheCovidpan-
demicandwasnotsolelyinvolved
in thepurchasingof equipment,
medicines and sanctioning con-
tracts.Hesaidthatseniorbureau-
crats and civic officialswere in-
volvedaswellbutonlyheisbeing
targeted.Healsoclaimedthatthe
properties that areunder theED
scannerarehis ancestral proper-
tiesthathavenowbecomeworth
overRs100croredue to thecur-
rentmarketprice.Jaiswalwhowas
summoned by the agency for
questioninghoweverskippedthe
summon, seeking time. The
agencywillsoonbeissuingasec-
ondsummontohim.Jaiswalwas
notavailableforcomment.

Work foramonth,bills
forayear

TheEDhaswrittenemails to
200-300doctorswho rendered
their services during the pan-
demic,assomeofthemgavetheir
bio-datatotheBMC,whileothers
worked for the civic body. They
told theED that theyworked for
15-30daysfortheBMC,buttheen-
tireyear’sbillingwasmadeintheir
name.TheEDhasstumbledupon
transactionsand records indicat-
ingbillingofworthRs20crore.

Ex-mayoronradar
TheEDsources said that they

havecomeacrosstheinvolvement
of former city mayor Kishori
Pednekar’s role in the alleged
scam.Pednekarissuspectedtobe
awareofthemajorityoftheirreg-
ularitiesandshealsogaveinstruc-
tions for sanctioningcontractsof
suppliestoparticularentities.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Skill-based vocational courses to replace
bifocal courses in state’s junior colleges

NAGPUR
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AFTERCOMINGunder fire for its
anti-environmental approach in
theMula-Muthariverfrontbeau-
tification project, the Pune
MunicipalCorporation(PMC)has
nowdecidedtofocusonimprov-
ing the quality of riverwater so
thatno sewagewater is released
intothewaterbodywithoutbeing
treated.Forthis,thecivicbodyhas
decidedtodoubleitssewagetreat-
ment capacity by increasing the
number of sewage treatment
plants (STP) from10 to29 in the
comingyears.

Once all the newplants be-
comeoperational, the treatment

capacitywould almost double
fromtheexisting576MLDto1,125
MLD,officialssaid.

ThePMCwillsoonreconstruct
oneoftheexisting10STPsandset
upanother11STPshavinga total
capacityof 396MLDthroughthe
funding fromJapan International
CooperativeAgency (JICA). It has
alsoplannedtoconstructtwonew

STPsforthe11villagesthatmerged
withthecivicbodyafewyearsago.
Adetailedproject report for con-
structingadditionalsevenSTPsfor
cateringtotheneedsof23villages
merged in civic limits twoyears
agohasalsobeenfinalised, saida
PMCofficial.Thus, thetotalnum-
berofSTPsinthecitywouldgoup
to29inthecomingyears.

“ThePMChasnowfocusedon
ensuringtheriverhascleanwater.
Thiswill be takenupalongwith
the riverfrontdevelopmentproj-
ect. The construction of 11 STPs
through JICA funds has been
startedandplansforincreasingthe
numberofSTPstocaterforthefu-
ture need has been done,” said
municipalcommissionerVikram
Kumar.

The PMC is in talkswith the
InternationalFinanceCorporation
(IFC)togetloanforthenewseven

STPs for 23 villages, he said.
According to thedetailedproject
report (DPR), therewill be seven

STPswith two inWagholi, one
eachinMundhwa,Pisoli,Nanded,
HolkarwadiandManjariBudhruk
having a total capacity of 146.50
MLD.

The PMC will also lay a
drainage linenetworkof 841.44
kmunder the plants. “The total
costoftheprojectisRs1,270crore
andwearehopefulof raising the
money througha loan fromIFC,”
saidacivicbodyofficer.

In2017, 11newvillageswere
mergedwiththecityandthePMC
prepared a plan for the sewage
treatment for the area under
which itwillbeconstructingtwo
new plants – one each in
Keshavnagar andManjari –hav-
inga total capacityof 105.5MLD.
“Theywillbeconstructedfromthe

PMC’s budget funds so that the
work would soon start,” said
Jagdish Khanore, PMC
SuperintendingEngineer.

He said that thework on 11
newSTPs under JICA funds has
startedandwill be completedby
March2025asperthenewdead-
line.“Theprojectgotdelayeddue
to technical issuesbut finally it is
backontrack.Theprojectcosthas
increasedfromRs990croretoRs
1,173 crore and an additional Rs
250 crore for its operation and
maintenance for the next 15
years,”Khanorepointedout.

Aspertheplan,theriverbeau-
tificationprojectwouldbeautify
the44kmoftheMula-Muthariver
stretchpassingthroughthePune
citylimits.
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DARSHANAPAWARMURDER

SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE, JUNE22

RAHULHANDORE, the28-year-
oldmanwhohas beenarrested
for the murder of Darshana
Pawar at the foothills of Rajgad
FortnearPuneonJune12,wasa
civil services aspirant from a
poor financial backgroundwho
juggled studies and part-time
jobs, including as a food-deliv-
eryexecutive,tosupporthimself,
the police investigation in the
casehas revealed.

According to the police,
Handore allegedly killed
Darshana,whomheknewsince
childhood,afterhismarriagepro-
posalwasrejectedbythe26-year-
oldwhohadrecentlyclearedthe
state forest services exam. A
Botany graduatewhowas also
preparingforvariouscompetitive
exams,Handorewasarrestedon
Wednesdaynight byPuneRural
Police from Andheri Railway
StationinMumbai,policesaid.

Officers fromthePuneRural
Police said Handore hails from
Shahavillage inSinnar talukaof

Nashik. “Preliminary informa-
tionsuggeststhathecomesfrom
a weak financial background
with his father selling newspa-
pers for a living. He has com-

pletedhisBSc inBotanyandhas
madeatotalof fourattemptsfor
theMPSC (Maharashtra Public
ServicesCommission)exam.On
two of those attempts, he

cleared the preliminary exams
but failed in the mains. In the
twoother attempts, he failed in
theprelims,”saidanofficerwho
ispartof the investigation.

Handore was staying at
Hingane Home Colony near
Dutta Mandir in Pune's
Karvenagar. “The accused had
beenpreparingfortheMPSCex-

amination. He was staying in
Punefromthelastfewyearsand
wasdoing somepart-time jobs.
Recently, he had beenworking
for a cellphone-based food de-
liveryserviceandwaslivingina
rented room. He and Darshana
had known each other since
theirchildhood.Hishomeathis
native village and the house of
Darshana's maternal uncle are
located opposite each other,”
saidPuneRuralSPAnkitGoyal.

Asked if the twohadbeen in
a relationship, Goyal said, “I can
onlysayatthispointthatthetwo
knew each other but whether
theywereinarelationshipornot
is something that will be clear
onlyafterdetailedinterrogation.”
Askedwhether itwasDarshana
who had rejected Handore's
marriageproposalorher family,
Goyal said, “Darshanahad.”

Another officer associated
withtheinvestigationsaid, “We
now know that Darshana and
Rahul studied together for the
exams andwere part of a close
group of friends who would
study together.”

Onthedayofthemurder,ac-
cording topolice,Darshanaand
Handore left for Rajgad early in
the morning and reached the
foothillsof thefortatabout8.30
am. They went up to an area
identifiedasSatichaMaalwhere
the alleged incident took place
with Handore assaulting
Darshanawithstonesandsharp
weapons, the police said. He
then camedown alone at 10.45
amand left thespot, theysaid.

Probeshowshe
knewDarshana
sincechildhood,
bothwerepart
of samestudy
group inPune

RahulHandore,arrestedfromAndheri railwaystation inMumbai, atPuneRuralPoliceheadquarters. PavanKhengre

Accusedwas state civil services aspirant,
worked for food delivery app, say police

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE22

PIMPRICHINCHWADpolicehave
launchedaprobe into twosepa-
ratecasesof 'taskfrauds'inwhich
a 41-year-oldwomanand a 37-
year-oldmanwerecheatedtothe
tune of Rs 1.64 crore by online
fraudsters.

The two separate FIRswere
registeredatWakadandBhosari
MIDC police stations on
Wednesdayundertheprovisions
of theITActandIPCsectionsper-
taining to cheating, criminal
breachoftrustandimpersonation.

AccordingtotheFIRregistered
atWakadpolicestation,a41-year-
oldwoman,whointhepastused
toworkforaprivatecompany,was
cheatedtothetuneofRs87.84lakh
betweenApril24andMay20this
year. In the case registered at
BhosariMIDCpolicestation,a37-
year-oldman,whoworksforapri-
vatemultinationalcompany,was
cheated to the tune of Rs 76.24
lakhbetweenMay19andJune9.

AccordingtotheFIRs,boththe
complainants receivedmessages
offeringthemmoneyonperform-
ingtaskslikelikingvideosandgiv-
ing online reviews to products.
Aftertheyrespondedtothemes-
sages, theywere given various
tasks and were paid small
amounts.

After some initial payments,
the complainantswere told they
had been chosen for 'prepaid
tasks.' In these tasks theywere
asked topaysomeamount to re-

ceive a task and were offered
higheramountsaftercompletion
oftasks.Thefraudsterswentonin-
creasing theprepaid feesandthe
complainantswentonpayingthe
amountsexpectinghigherreturns.

After a point, the fraudsters
continued telling them they
wouldreceivethereturns.Butthe
fraudsters alsokeptputting con-
ditionsoncomplainantsrequiring
themto takemore tasks towith-
drawtheirreturnsandthusmake
more investments. The cycle
stopped only when the com-
plainants realised that theywere
cheated.Officialssaidthatboththe
complainantshavemadeover50
transactions toa largenumberof
bankaccountsofcyberfraudsters
locatedacrossthecountry.

Lastmonth, in arguably the
biggest task fraudcase registered
withPuneCityPolice, a 69-year-
oldretiredColonelfromtheArmy
wascheated to the tuneof Rs2.4
croreinaspanof18daysbetween
May15andJunewherehemade
over40onlinetransactionstoearn
moneyon'prepaidtasks.'

Earlier,anArmyveteran,inhis
60s,whorespondedtoscamsters
whocontactedhim in February,
lost Rs 1.1 crore in a spanof two
weekswherehemadeasmany26
online transfers to over a dozen
bankaccountsgiventohimbythe
fraudsters. TheCyber crime cell
and individualpolice stationsare
currently investigatingdozensof
task fraudcases registered in the
recentpast,withnomajorbreak-
throughachieved inanyof these
cases.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE22

SWELTERINGHEATandabsence
of rain have seen close to 200
casesofheatstrokebeingreported
across Pune, Satara and Solapur
districtsinthepastfewdays.

According to the Integrated
Health Information Platform
(IHIP) Heat Wave Report for
Pune Circle (Pune, Satara and
Solapur), among a total of 2.31
lakh persons examined at the
out-patient department (medi-
cine/paediatrics/casualtyemer-
gency) fromMarch till date this
year,healthofficialswereableto
identify 19 persons with heat-
strokefromPune,70fromSatara
and91 fromSolapur.

However, there were no
heatstroke deaths in the three
districts, officials at the Deputy
Director of Health, Pune Circle
toldTheIndianExpress.Thedata
was collated from across 458
health units including govern-
ment-run primary health cen-

tres,ruralhospitals,civicdispen-
sariesanddistricthospitals.

States had been directed to
monitorheat-relatedillnessesas
it has been an extremelywarm
summerandwhilePunedidnot
reportdeaths,asperofficialdata,
therewere a total of 12 persons
who succumbed to heatstroke
acrossMaharashtra. Health offi-
cials said that a total of 2,649
heatstroke caseswere reported
fromMarch till datewith ama-

jority (412) fromRaigad district.
All the 12 deathswere reported
fromRaigaddistrict. Therewere
334heat strokecases inWardha
followed by 317 inNagpur, and
amongthedistrictthatreporteda
highnumberofheatstrokecases
includeChandrapur,Nandurbar,
Amravati, Latur, Mumbai-
Suburban and Thane. Extreme
heat conditions have been asso-
ciatedwith increasedchancesof
heatstrokeandexhaustion.

Dr Amit Dravid, infectious
diseases expert at Pune's Noble
HospitaltoldTheIndianExpress
thathotandhumidweathercon-
ditions can impact the body's
compensatory mechanism --
sweating.Highhumidityinhibits
thebody'snaturalcoolingability
and gives rise to symptoms like
highfeverandmusclecramps.

“I always advise patients to
drinkat least four litresofwater
topreventdehydration,”hesaid.
Heatexhaustionisamilderform
of heat-related illness but if not
treated can lead to heatstroke,
doctors said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE22

ENGLISHISnotapre-requisitefor
technological innovation,Union
Minister for Education, Skill
Development and
EntrepreneurshipDharmendra
Pradhan saidonThursdayat the
inauguration of the five-day
‘Innovation, Development and
EntrepreneurshipBootcamps’ at
College of Engineering Pune
Technological(COEP)University.

“TofindtalentinIndia,youdo
not need to be an English-
speaker,"saidtheUnionminister,
citingtheexampleoftechnologi-
cal giants like China, Japan,
Germanyand Italy. “It isnot that
theycannotspeakinEnglish.They
simply prefer not to,” said the
minister addressingparticipants
and faculty at the boot camps
whicharebeingorganised in six
differentcitiesof thecountry.

“Mostofthementaldevelop-
mentofchildrentakesplacebe-
tweenages threeandeight, and
mostofthechildrenofourcoun-
tryspeaktheirnative languages
during this time,” saidPradhan.

Duringhisvirtualinteraction
with students at the other five
venues, Pradhan greeted stu-
dents in Odia and Bengali and
heard about their technological
innovationsandprojects.“Bejob
seekers but dare to become job
creators also,” said theminister
stressing on enterprise, innova-
tionaswell as critical thinking.

Pune: The Pune Municipal
Corporation(PMC)isallsettoget
citizens’ feedback on its public
toilets through a mobile app
'Toilet Seva' started by a private
firm. "Wehaveprovideddataof
all1,200public toiletsof PMCto
theprivatefirmtobefeaturedon
themobileapp," saidmunicipal
commissionerVikramKumar.

Therearemanymobileapps
ontoiletsbutthishasuniquefea-
tureof feedbackfromthepublic
whichwill help civic body im-
prove its facility, he said. The
mobileappisacommercialproj-
ect bitwithout any financial in-
volvementfromthePMC,which
will only receive feedback, said
additional municipal commis-
sionerKunalKhemnar.Themo-
bile app will feature all public
toiletsof PMCandthoseofpub-
lic commercial facilities.ENS

BUILDING
PUNE
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PUNEAND and its surrounding
areasareexpectedtoget lightto
very light rain, which the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said is a sign of advance-
ment of the monsoon. On
Thursday,DrAnupamKashyapi,
head of weather forecasting,
IMD, said the conditions are fa-
vorable for thesouthwestmon-
soon further advancing over
some parts of south Peninsular
India, including Maharashtra
andotherpartsof thecountry.

Atpresent,thenorthernlimit
of monsoon passes through
Ratnagiri, Raichur, Khammam,
Malkangiri, Paralakhemundi,
Haldia, Bokaro, Patna and
Raxaul. Since its onset over
Keralaon June4, theprogressof
monsoonhasbeensluggish.Due
tothedevelopmentofaveryse-
vere cyclonic storm Biparjoy
over the Arabian Sea, the ad-
vancementofthemonsoonover
Maharashtra has been delayed.

Monsoon reached Ratnagiri by
June 8-10, but since then there
hasnotbeenanyprogress.Large
partsof thestateincludingPune
areyet toseeanyrains.

The dissipation of Biparjoy
hasmadeconditionsfavourable
for advancement of monsoon.
Dr Kashyapi said this advance-
mentof themonsoonwouldsee
the rains covering parts of
Maharashtra,remainingpartsof
Odisha, GangeticWest Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
MadhyaPradesh inthenext2-3
days. Pune and its surrounding
areas, the IMD said, is expected
to see light to very light rains
over theweekends.

The delay in rains has raised
concernsoverwatersupplies for
Puneaswellasforthestate.Sunil
Chavan, agriculture commis-
sioner, has asked farmers not to
undertake sowing till their re-
gionshaveregistered80-100mm
of rains. Chavan, inapress state-
ment,saidtheIMDofficialsspoke
about revival of the monsoon
fromthenextweekonwards.

Monsoon advancing: IMD;
city likely to see light rain

PMC to focus on ensuring clean water discharge to Mula-Mutha river

Onceall thenewplantsbecomeoperational, thetreatment
capacitywouldalmostdouble. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE22

PUNE POLICE have booked four
persons, including twominors,
after they used a sword to cut a
cake kept atop a car during a
birthday celebration in a public
place in Dhankawadi area on
Wednesdaynight.

Officers from the
Sahakarnagarpolicestationsaid
the incident took place in
Dhankawadi area around 10.30
pm when a group of over 20
youths had gathered on a road
to celebrate the birthday of a
19-year-old local resident.

The19-year-oldusedasword
to cut the birthday cake. Police
launchedaprobeafterreceiving
acomplaintabout the incident.

Inspector Savlaram
Salgaonkar, in-charge of
Sahakarnagar police station,
said, “We have booked four
youths,allofwhomarebelow20

yearsofageandtwoof themare
minors. These four were those
whohandled the sword among
over20personswhowerepres-
ent for the celebration. They
have been bookedunder provi-
sion of the Arms Act and the
BombayPoliceAct.”

Officials said the videos and
images of the celebrationwere
circulated on socialmedia plat-
forms.

Over the last two years, the
Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad
policehavearrestedseveralpeo-
ple, mainly youths, for alleged
display of sharp weapons like
sword,machetesandsicklesand
firearms on the social media
platforms and use of these
weapons during celebrations
andgatherings inpublicplaces.

Officials have maintained
that such acts are aimed at ter-
rorising the local populace
and establishing dominance
in the area amid feudsbetween
rival groups.

Sword used to cut cake
on birthday, 2 minors
among four booked

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE22

RECALLING HIS efforts to em-
powerwomen through reserva-
tion and induction in the armed
forces, NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
whowasdefenceminister in the
early1990s,claimedonThursday
thattheinductionofwomeninthe
IndianAirForcelaterhadbrought

downaccidentrates.
“Ihavelearntthattheaccident

rates, which were high in the
IndianAirForce,havecomedown
afterwomenwere inducted into
theAirForce.Itisbecausewomen
aremore focusedonperforming
theirduties,”hesaidatanawards
functionforwomenachievers.

According to Pawar, he had
pressedforreservationforwomen
inthearmedforcesbutitwasop-

posed before being accepted
muchlater.“Now,womenofficers
are leading theRepublicDaypa-
rade… women have proved
themselveswhenever theyhave
been given an opportunity,” he
said.

TheNCPchief also referred to
formerPMIndiraGandhias “one
of themostpowerfulprimemin-
isters the countryhasever seen”
andsaid that shehadoncemade

theRussian leadershipapologise
fornot followingprotocolduring
hervisittoRussia.Pawar,whowas
defenceministerin1991-93inthe
PVNarasimhaRaogovernment,
was speaking at theYashaswini
Sammanevent at Yashwantrao
ChavanCentre,wheresixwomen
fromdifferent fieldswere felici-
tatedfortheirwork.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Sharad Pawar says accidents in Indian Air
Force decreased after induction of women

SharadPawar,SupriyaSule, ShabanaAzmiandJavedAkhtarduringthe ‘Yashaswiniawards
ceremony’atBalgandharvaRangamandironThursday.Express

Rs 1.6 crore lost
in two online
task fraud cases

English not a
pre-requisite for
tech innovation,
says Pradhan

Inall, 12peoplehave
succumbedtoheatstroke
acrossMaharashtra. File

PMCTOGET FEEDBACK
ONPUBLIC TOILETS
VIAMOBILE APP

Over 200 cases of heatstroke in
Pune, Satara and Solapur dists

NAGPUR
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E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Asset(s) under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 

Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Whereas the Authorized Officer of Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited/Secured Creditor has taken possession of the following Secured 

assets pursuant to notice issued under Sec. 13 (2) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 

Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI) for recovery of the secured debts of the secured creditor, for the dues as mentioned herein below with 

further charges and cost thereon from the following Borrowers and Co-Borrowers. Notice is hereby given to the Public in general and in 

particular to the Borrowers and Co-Borrowers that e-auction of the following property for realization of the debts due to the Aditya Birla 

Housing Finance Limited will be held on “As is where is”, “As is what is” Basis.

                       SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Registered Office: Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat 362266

Branch Office: Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited, 1st Floor, Lohia Jain Arcade, S. No. 106, Near Charturshrungi Temple, 

Senapati Bapat Road- Pune- 411016. 1. ABHFL:  Authorized Officer Mr. Sandeep Tiwari; Contact No- 9764447088, Jignesh Jadhav: 

Contact: 9823271213, Chirag Lokhande; Contact: 9773758208. 2. Auction Service Provider (ASP):- M/s. Globe Tech Infosystems Private Limited -

 Mr. Samir Chakravorty; Contact No. +91 9810029933, +91 1244470855, email id- CARE@BestAuctionDeal.com

Sr. 
No.

1

Name of the 
Borrowers 

& Co-Borrwers

Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited  

Reserve 
Price EMD

Last EMD 
Date

Inspection
Date & Time

10-07-2023 

between 

11:00 am 

to 

04:00 pm.

11-07-2023

Amount as per
Demand Notice

Description of Properties / 
Secured Assets: 

Date of 
E-Auction

12-07-2023, 

Date:  Date:  23-06-2023, Place: Pune    Sd/- Authorized Officer - Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited   

All That Piece And Parcel Of 

F l a t  4 1 9 ,  4 t h  F l o o r , 

Admeasuring 623 Sq. Ft. 

Building-c Wing-a Nikunj 

Heights Constructed On 

Survey No. 256/3 & 256/4 

F ina l  P lo t  No.  267/3/4 

Situated At Rakshewadi Off 

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited/Secured 
Creditor ’s website i.e. https://homefinance.adityabirlacapital.com/properties-for-auction-under-sarfaesi-act or 
https://BestAuctionDeal.com                                                                                                              

INR 23,79,945/-

(Rupees Twenty 

Three Lac 

Seventy Nine 

Thousand Nine 

Hundred Forty 

Five Only) 

INR 15,41,808/-

(Rupees Fifteen 

Lacs Forty One 

Thousand Eight 

Hundred and 

Eight Only)

INR 1,54,181/-

(Rupees One 

Lac Fifty Four 

Thousand One 

Hundred and 

Eighty One 

only).

Sunil Navanath 

Langote, 

Akshaya Sunil 

Langote, 

Mahalxmi 

Construction 

And Services.

2 10-07-2023 

between 

11:00 am 

to 

04:00 pm.

11-07-2023 12-07-2023All That Piece And Parcel Of 
Flat No. 303, Admeauring 
64.29 Sq. Mtrs. (I.E 692 Sq. 
Ft.) Carpet Situated On Third 
Floor Of The Building No. ‘D’ 
In The Scheme Named 
Sunflower Being Constructed 
Upon The Plots Described In 
Scedules Above Alongwith 
Terrace And Dry Terrace 
Adjoining Flat  No. 303 

INR 

66,37,289.43/-

(Rupees Sixty 

Six Lakh Thirty 

Seven 

Thousand Two 

Hundred Eighty 

Nine and Forty 

Three Paise Only) 

INR 

47,02,567.50/-

(Rupees Forty 

Seven Lacs Two 

Thousand Five 

Hundred Sixty 

Seven and Fifty 

Paisa Only) 

INR 4,70,257/-

(Rupees Four 

Lacs Seventy 

Thousand Two 

Hundred and 

Fifty Seven 

only). 

Shirish 

Balasaheb 

Sangle and 

Vandana Shirish 

Sangle and 

Jabez 

Enterprises.

3 10-07-2023 

between 

11:00 am 

to 

04:00 pm.

11-07-2023 12-07-2023All That Piece And Parcel Of 

Residential Flat No. 04 (As 

Per Site Flat No. 202), 2nd 

Floor, Sindhu Purva, Plot 

No. 7, Admeasuring 79.57 

Sq. Mtrs. ,  Carpet Area 

A l o n g  W i t h  A d j o i n i n g 

INR 39,33,850/-

(Rupees Thirty 

Nine Lakh Thirty 

Three Thousand 

Eight Hundred 

Fifty Only) 

 INR 30,30,750/-

(Rupees Thirty 

Lacs Thirty 

Thousand 

Seven Hundred 

and Fifty  Only)

INR 3,03,075/-

(Rupees Three 

Lacs Three 

Thousand and 

Seventy Five 

only). 

Santosh 

Prakash Birmal 

And Shibani 

Santosh Birmal.

Admeasuring 9.38 Sq. Mtrs. (I.E., 101 Sq. Ft.) In Building “D” Constructed On Survey No. 26 Hissa No. 2a (Old Survey 
No. 11) And Survey No. 26 Hissa No. 2b + 2b/1 (Old Survey No. 11/2), Situated At Village-Kondhwa Budruk, Tal. - Haveli, 
Dist.- Pune And Bounded As: East: Entrance, West: Duct & Open Space, North: Road, South: Adj. Flat No. 304 & Duct 

Terrace Of 7.84 Sq. Mtrs. Bearing No. 202 To Be Situated On The Second Floor, In The Building Viz. Sindhu Purva 

Being Constructed On All That Piece And Parcel Of Non-Agricultural Land Admeasuring About 500 Sq. Mtrs., Out Of 

Totally Admeasuring About 1500 Sq. Mtrs., Bearing Survey No. 54 Hissa No. 4 (Old Survey No. 87) Of The Village 

Undri, Taluka Haveli, District Pune, Lying And Situate Within The Registration District Of Pune The Registration Sub-

District Of Taluka Haveli, The Revenue Limits Of The Tahsil Haveli And Situate Within The Limits Of The Pune 

Municipal Corporation, Near Dynamic Grandeur, Wadachi Wadi Road, Undri, Pune, Maharashtra, And Bounded As: 

East: Open Space, West: Staircase And F.No. 201, North: Colony Road, South: Open Space 

4 10-07-2023 

between 

11:00 am 

to 

04:00 pm.

11-07-2023 12-07-2023All That Part And Parcel Of 
The Property Consisting Of 
Situated At “flat No.  13, 
Dreams Nivara Phase- Ii , 3rd 
Floor,  Wing B,  Building No.  
2,  Type - R, Opp.  To 
Prayagdham ,  Gat  No.  
528(p) & 529, Koregaon Mul 
T a l  H a v e l i ,   P u n e , 
Maharashtra, India – 412202

INR 16,07,182/-

(Rupees 

Sixteen Lakh(s) 

Seven 

Thousand One 

Hundred Eighty 

Two Only) 

INR 

10,73,452.50/- 

(Rupees Ten 

lacs Seventy 

Three Thousand 

Four Hundred 

Fifty Two and 

Fifty Paisa Only) 

INR 1,07,345/-

(Rupees One 

Lac Seven 

Thousand Three 

Hundred and 

Forty Five only). 

Jitendra 

Rameshrao 

Suryawansi and 

Phula Bai.

Pune Nashik Hwy At Rajgurunagar Tehsil Khed, Pune 410505 And Bounded As: East: Flat No. 401, West: Flat No. 418, 

North: Passage, South: Side Margin

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO. 03 (2023-24)

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WW)-I/EE(E&M)I

CHANDRAWAL WATER WORKS NO. 1, CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054

EMAIL ID:- eeenm1chwtp@gmail.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 76 (2023-24)

Sd/- 

(Kuldeep Yadav)

EE (E&M) I

S.

No. Subject

Estimated

Cost 

Earnest

Money 

(in Rs.) 

Tender

Fee 

(in Rs.)

Date & ID of release

of tender in 

e-procurement

solution

Last date of

submission of

tender

1. Renovation/Repairing of Patterson Clarifloculator

No. I at Chandrawal water works - II.

Item

Rate

62500/- 500/- 21.06.2023

2023_DJB_243389_1

03.07.2023 at

3.30 PM

The tender is available at the E-Portal website:  https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

E-Auction Sale Notice for the sale of immovable assets under SARFAESI Act, 2002, R/w rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers, Co borrowers and Guarantors that the below described 

immovable property mortgaged to the Secured creditor, the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Equitas 

Small Finance Bank Ltd., will be sold on 12-07-2023 “AS IS WHERE IS” “AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION” for recovery of below mentioned amount 

due to Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd., from the following borrowers.

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS EQUITAS FINANCE LTD)
Registered Office: No.769, Spencer Plaza, 4th Floor, Phase-II, Anna Salai, Chennai, TN - 600 002.

# 044-42995000, 044-42995050

Borrower/s & Guarantor/s Name &
Address Total Due + Interest from

Description of Secured Asset
(Immovable Property)

SALE NOTICE FOR THE SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that piece and parcel of land bearing layout converted Plot No.25, Old Property No. 
121,Admeasuring 1614 Sq.ft (i.e. 150 Sq. Mtrs.) Situated at Mouza- warud, out of Field 
Survey No.20/2-C within the limits of Grampanchayat, Warud,, Tq. Pusad, Dist. Yavatmal 
. North by : Plot No.26, South by: Plot No.24, East by: 9 Mtrs. Layout Road, West by: Field 
of Mr. Tetar. Measurement : 1614 Sq.ft. Situated at within the Sub-Registration District of 
Pusad and Registration District of Yavatmal. of Kancheepuram. Together with all buildings 
and structure attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to earth, 
both present and future and all easamentary / mamool rights annexed thereto.

Reserve Price:  Rs. 950000/- Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 95000/-

Contact Names: Sagar Chandanshive : 9762651010, Vivek Aushal : 9011460034

1. Mr. Vinod Shivaji Jagatap, S/o Mr. Shivaji,

2. Mrs. Vaishali Vinod Jagatap,

W/o Mr. Vinod Shivaji Jagatap, (Both are residing at 
No. Manilalal Dada nagar, Itana Ward th Pusad Dist, 
Yavatmal, Pusad, Maharashtra-445204).

Loan Account No.- SEPUSAD0265903 Claim Amount 
Due Rs.1302292/- as on 02.07.2021 with further 
interest from 03.07.2021 with monthly rest, charges 
and costs etc., (Total Outstanding being Rs. 1997548/-
as on 13.06.2023).

Date of Auction: 12-07-2023

              For detailed  terms and conditions of the E-Auction sale, please refer to the link provided in 

www.equitasbank.com & https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net

Date :  23.06.2023
Place: Yavatmal

Authorized Officer-
Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd

Sr. 
No. 

Loan Agreement No./Name of the 
Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s)/Co-
Applicant Name/Guarantor Name 

Demand Notice
Date and Amount

Description of secured asset(s)
 (Immovable Property/ies) 

1 LXAMR00418-190071802 / 
Dinesh Yashwant Shahane 

08-Jun-23/Rs.964226/-
(Rupees Nine Lac Sixty 

Four Thousand Two 
Hundred Twenty Six Only)

Plot No. 107, S N0 290/3, 291/2/A, 291/3 
,Shivnagri, Mouza- Tiwasa, Dist- Amravati, 
Amravati, Maharashtra 444903.

2 LXAMR00316-170041811 
/ Vijaya Satishrao Adhau / 
Satish Sadashivrao Adhau      

08-Jun-23/Rs.655231.4/-
(Rupees Six Lac Fifty Five 
Thousand Two Hundred 

Thirty One and Forty  Paise)

Malmatta No.152, Ward No -2, Grampanchayat 
Taroda, Tah-Morshi, Dist.amravati, Dist 
Amravati, Amravati Maharashtra 444905.

3 LXBHA00316-170041060 / 
Moreshwar Motiram Zanzad / 
Nogesh Moreshwar Zanzad/

Shakuntala Moreshwar Zanzad/ 
Rinku Rakesh Wadhai      

 06-Jun-23/Rs.1012264/-
(Rupees Ten Lac Twelve 
Thousand Two Hundred 

Sixty Four Only)

Plot No/ 23 Gat No/ 120/03/54 New Sai Nagar 
Nr/ Taj Petrol Pump Khat Road Khokarla Tah/ & 
Dist Bhandara 441904 Bhandara Maharashtra

4 LXBUL00116-170050051 / 
Madhukar Narayan Ghonge / 

Sunita Madhukar Ghonge      

 08-Jun-23/Rs.1051327/-
(Rupees Ten Lac Fifty One 
Thousand Three Hundred 

Twenty Seven Only)

Plot No.23, Sr.no.59, Mz-Deulgaon Raja, 
Buldhana, Maharashtra 443204.

5 LXYAV00116-170030505 / 
Mohan Vitthalrao Warzadkar 
/ Vaishali Mohan Varzadkar/ 
Vimalabai Vitthal Warzadkar/

Arpita Mohan Warzadkar(Minor)

06-Jun-23/Rs.1151526/-
(Rupees Eleven Lac Fifty 

One Thousand Five Hundred 
Twenty Six Only)

Plot No. - 11(Part), Sr. No. - 40/1, Rani Sati Nagar, 
Near Tulaja Nagar, Arni Road, Wadgaon, Tahsil & 
District - Yavatmal, Maharashtra - 445001 

6 LXGON00317-180064464 / 
Pritpal Singh Chanchal Singh 

Goraya / Chanchalsingh 
Gyansingh Goraya      

06-Jun-23/Rs.298166/-
(Rupees Two Lac Ninety 

Eight Thousand One 
Hundred Sixty Six Only)

All That Piece And Parcel Of The Property Address – 
T.s. No.30, Gat No.98, Thak No.92, Mouza Fulchur, 
Near Politechnic College, Sales Tax Colony, Tah. 
And Dist. - Gondia, Maharahshtra-441601 East:- 
15 Ft. Road, West:- 3 Ft. Gally, North :-  Land Of 
Others, South :- Land Of Others

7 LXMYS00217-180067450 
/ Ravi Subbanna / Mani 

Cikkadevanayaka      

 08-Jun-23/Rs.231413/-
(Rupees Two Lac Thirty One 

Thousand Four Hundred 
Thirteen Only)

No.3544, L-5/A, Javarati Beedi, Veerangere, 
Lashkar Mohalla, Nr Hotel Bs International, 
Mysore, Karnataka 570001.

8 LXNAG00315-160021283 
/ Kishor Gulabraoji Raut / 

Savita Kishor Raut      

 21-Apr-23/Rs.2431791/-
(Rupees Twenty Four Lakh 
Thirty One Thousand Seven 
Hundred Ninety One Only)

Plot No 46, Mouza Godhani, Ph.no.12, 
Kh.no.149, Vainkatesh Nagar, Nr T.m. Wilkenson 
School, Godhni, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440030

9 LXNAG00316-170037768 
/ Kishor Gulabraoji Raut / 

Savita Kishor Raut      

 21-Apr-23/Rs.2431791/-
(Rupees Twenty Four Lakh 
Thirty One Thousand Seven 
Hundred Ninety One Only)

Plot No 46, Mouza Godhani, Ph.no.12, 
Kh.no.149, Vainkatesh Nagar, Nr T.m. Wilkenson 
School, Godhni, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440030

10 LXWAS00316-170042100 / 
Satish Aroon Ghardinkar / 
Arun Mukunda Ghardinkar 

 08-Jun-23/Rs.528815/-
(Rupees Five Lac Twenty 

Eight Thousand Eight 
Hundred Fifteen Only)

Plot No-17, (Pt) Gandhi Nagar, Karanja, Dist- 
Washim, Washim Maharashtra 444105.

Regd. OFce: Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road,
Opp. Parel ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai - 400 025, Tel: (022) 47189999 
Website: www.motilaloswalhf.com, Email: hfquery@motilaloswal.com

DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13 (2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS 
AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT. 2002  

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and enforcement of Security Interest 
Act. 2002 (the said Act) read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules. 2002 (the said Rule) In exercise 
of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of said Rule, the authorized oFcer has issued
Demand notices under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s) / Co-borrowers, Guarantor/s to repay the 
loan amount mentioned in the respective demand notices issued to them. In connection with above notice is hereby given once 
again to all the parties to pay within 60 days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together 
with further interest from the date(s) of Demand Notice till the date of payment. The detail of the Borrower(s) amount dues on 
date of Demand Notice and Security oGered towards repayment of loan amount are as under:-

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to MOHFL as aforesaid MOHFL shall proceed against the above secured 
assets Under Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risk of the said Borrowers as to the cost 
and consequences. The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether 
by  way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of MOHFL. Any person who contravenes or abates 
contravention of the provision of the said Act or Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment and / or penalty 
as provided under the Act.

Sd/-
Authorized O.cer,

(Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited)
Place : Maharashtra

Date : 23.06.2023

Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited



SWEETYADIMULAM
MUMBAI,JUNE22

THE MUMBAI Port Authority
(MbPA)hasfloatedafreshtender
fortheconstructionoftheMarina
project at PrincesDock,with an
estimatedcostofRs575crore.The
last date for bids submission is
July24thisyear,saidofficials.

TheMbPA is carryingout the
proposed project on the Public
Private Partnership (PPP)model,
wherein the appointed conces-
sionaire has to design-build-fi-
nance—i.e.design,construct,and
fully or partially finance andop-
eratetheMarinafor45years.

According to anofficial from
MbPA, the upcoming Marina
will provide aparking facility for
300 yachts at the Princes Dock.
Sincetheprojectwillbetakenup
inPPPmodel,theappointedcon-
cessionairewillhavetopaytheli-
cencefeeofRs690crore(equiva-
lenttolandvalueof thatarea).

"The selected concessionaire
neednotberequiredtopaytheli-
cence feeatonego(upfrontpay-

ment),butafterthecompletionof
four years, it has to pay the fee
everyyear,till45yearsintranches.
Sincethefirstfouryearswillbethe
constructionperiod, the burden
ofpaymentof licencefeehasnot
beenputontheagency,"saidthe
official.

Meanwhile, the MbPA has
beenpublicising the proposed
project site with its closeprox-
imity to theEasternExpressway

— having 25-metre-wide road
fromall three sides, BESTpower
supply plant, 300 car parking
space readily available— to at-
tract agencies for constructionof
theproject.Besides,itisjustseven
kilometres from the upcoming
Sewri Mumbai Trans Harbour
Sealinktake-offpoint.

The revised project cost of
MarinehasbeenpeggedatRs575
crore—Rs200 croremore com-
pared to the previous tender,
whichwasfloatedin2019.Thein-
creaseinthecostisduetoahikein
constructioncostandmorecom-
mercial space offered for the
same,theofficialadded.Thetime

period for the construction of
Marina—whichwill bea facility
forkeepingyachts—is30months,
saidofficials.

Theyachtsarepresentlyseen
at Mumbai harbour, opposite
GatewayofIndia.Theprojectaims
atdecongestingtheharbour.

Rajeev Jalota, chairman of
MbPA,saidtheupcomingmarina
hasnothingtodowithpassenger
ferryserviceperse.

"The pleasure yachts,which
are there (gatewayof India), can
comehere,andespeciallyduring
monsoon,thereisnorestingplace
foryachts.

So, yachts areparked across
Mumbai,NaviMumbai,andother
places. This couldbeovercomed
atMarina.Moreover, a dry dock
facilitywill be created—where
yachtsrepairingandaretrofitting
facilitywould also be available.
The newupcoming facilitywill
helpinthisregard,"Jalotatoldthe
The Indian Express. The official
added thatMumbai has always
been a good place for yachting.
Sailors,representingAsianGames,
used to come fromMumbai, but
today,withnosuch facilityavail-
able, the activity has completely
stopped.Withtheconstructionof
the newMarina project, sports
canberevivedfromMumbai,ex-
pressedtheofficial.
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- ´Fb¯FZ ¸FWXF³F¦FSX´FFdÕXIYF -
d³Fd½FQF ´FidIiY¹FF IYÃF : AFSXû¦¹F d½F·FF¦F

d³Fd½FQF ªFFdWXSXF°F - ³F½Fe³F IYF¸FZ
ªFFdWXSXF°F IiY. r/tsx, dQ³FFaIY ss/qw/sqst

d³Fd½FQF d½FIiYe IYFÕXF½F²Fe dQ³FFaIY- st/qw/sqst °FZ tq/qw/sqst, ½FZT- Qb´FFSXe s.tq ´F¹FÊa°F.
d³Fd½FQFX À½FeIÈY°Fe dQ³FFaIY- st/qw/sqst °FZ tq/qw/sqst, ½FZT- Qb´FFSXe s.tq ´F¹FÊa°F.

°FFadÂFIY d³Fd½FQFX CX§FOX¯FZ ´FidIiY¹FF dQ³FFaIY- qt/qx/sqst, Qb´FFSXe t.tq ½FF.

A) ´Fb¯FZ ¸F.³F.´FF.¨Fe ½FSXeÕX IYF¸FZ WXe A³Fb·F½Fe/ ¸F.³F.´FF. ¸FF³¹F°FF´FiF´°F/ ¾FFÀF³F ¸FF³¹F°FF´FiF´°F NZXIZYQFSXFaIYOcX³F (IYF¸FFÀFFNXe¨¹FF ´Fc½FÊ ´FFÂF°FF AMXe MZÔXOXSX
ÀFZMX¸F²¹FZ ³F¸FcQ IZY»¹FF³FbÀFFSX) IYøY³F §¹FF½F¹FF¨Fe AFWZX°F.

¶F) ÀFQSX IYF¸FFa¶FF¶F°F d³Fd½FQF AMXe, ¾F°FeÊ B. ¶FF¶F°F¨FF ÀF½FÊ °F´F¾FeÕX d³Fd½FQF ÀFa¨FF¸F²¹FZ ³F¸FcQ IZYÕXF AÀFc³F, ÀFQSX IYF¸FF¨FZ d³Fd½FQF ÀFa¨F
www.mahatenders.gov.in ¹FF ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX½FSX ´FFWX¯¹FFÀFFNXe CX´FÕX¶²F AFWZX. d³Fd½FQF ÀFa¨FF¨Fe d½FIiYe ½F À½FeIÈY°Fe ÀFQSX
½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX½FøY³F RYöY AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F ´Fð°Fe³FZ IYSX¯¹FF°F ¹FZ°F AÀFc³F, ÀF½FÊ d³Fd½FQF Qû³F ´FFdIYMX ´Fð°Fe³FZ ¸FF¦Fd½F¯¹FF°F ¹FZ°F AFWZX°F.

IY) d³Fd½FQF d½FIiYe¨¹FF ¾FZ½FMX¨¹FF dQ½F¾Fe d³Fd½FQF ÀFa¨F ´FiF´°F ³F ÓFF»¹FFÀF ½FF À½FeIÈY°Fe¨¹FF ¾FZ½FMX¨¹FF dQ½F¾Fe AFG³FÕXFBÊ³F ÀFFQSXeIYSX¯F ³F ÓFF»¹FFÀF
¹FF¨Fe ÀF½FÊÀ½Fe ªF¶FF¶FQFSXe MZÔXOXSXQFSXF¨Fe SXFWXeÕX.

OX) ÀFQSX¨Fe BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ´Fi¯FFÕXe ½FF´FSXF¶FF¶F°F IYFWXe °FFadÂFIY AOX¨F¯Fe d³F¸FFÊ¯F ÓFF»¹FFÀF NIC ¹FFa¨FZIYOZX BÊ-¸FZÕX Support.eproc@nic.in
A±F½FF Help Desk Number 0120-4200462, 020-4001005, 0120-6277787 ¹FF QcSX²½F³Fe½FSX ÀFa´FIÊY ÀFF²FF½FF.

BÊX) IYû¯F°FZWXe IYFSX¯F ³F QZ°FF d³Fd½FQF ´Fc¯FÊ°F: dIaY½FF Aa¾F°F: ¸FaªFcSX/³FF¸FaªFcSX IYSX¯¹FF¨FF Ad²FIYFSX ¸FF. ¸FWXF´FFdÕXIYF AF¹FböY ¹FFa³Fe À½F°F:IYOZX SXFJc³F
NZX½FÕXF AFWZX.

À½FFÃFSXe/- À½FFÃFSXe/-
OXFG. ÀFaªFe½F ½FF½FSmX OXFG. ·F¦F½FF³F ´F½FFSX

ÀFWXF¹¹FIY AFSXû¦¹F Ad²FIYFSXe AFSXû¦¹F Ad²FIYFSXe
´Fb¯FZ ¸FWXF³F¦FSX´FFdÕXIYF ´Fb¯FZ ¸FWXF³F¦FSX´FFdÕXIYF

d³Fd½FQF
IiY.

JF°¹FF¨FZ
³FF½F

IYF¸FF¨FZ ³FF½F d³Fd½FQF
ÀFa¨F dIaY¸F°F

÷Y´F¹FZ

AaQFdªF°F
´Fc½FÊ¦Fd¯F°F SXæY¸F

÷Y´F¹FZ

¶F¹FF¯FF
SXæY¸F ÷Y´F¹FZ

IYF¸FF¨Fe
¸FbQ°F

d³Fd½FQFd½F¿F¹FIY
ªF¶FF¶FQFSX ½¹FöYe¨FZ

³FF½F ½F QcSX²½F³Fe IiY¸FFaIY
´Fe.E¸F.ÀFe./

AFSXû¦¹F/
ÀFeE¸FEÀF/y/

sqst-su

AFSXû¦¹F
d½F·FF¦F

´Fb¯FZ ¸FWXF³F¦FSX´FFdÕXIZY¨¹FF IY¸FÕXF ³FZWXøY
÷Y¦¯FFÕX¹FFIYOXeÕX IY´FOZX ²FbÕXFBÊ IYSX¯FZ.

rtvz/- su,zy,vrz=yq sv,qqq/- rs
¸FdWX³FZ

ßFe. ÀFaªFe½F ½FF½FSmX,
qsq-svvqrssr

´Fe.E¸F.ÀFe./
AFSXû¦¹F/

ÀFeE¸FEÀF/z/
sqst-su

AFSXû¦¹F
d½F·FF¦F

´Fb¯FZ ¸FWXF³F¦FSX´FFdÕXIZY¨¹FF AFSXû¦¹F
IYF¹FFÊÕX¹FFIYOXeÕX ÀF½FÊ Q½FFJF³FZ, ÷Y¦¯FFÕX¹FZ ½F

B°FSX JF°FeIYOXeÕX (d¾FÃF¯F ¸FaOXT ½F ½FFWX³F
½¹F½FWXFSX JF°FZ ÀFûOcX³F) IY´FOZX ²FbÕXFBÊ IYSX¯FZ.

rtvz/- su,zz,zyw=qq sv,qqq/- rs
¸FdWX³FZ

ßFe. ÀFaªFe½F ½FF½FSmX,
qsq-svvqrssr

E-Auction Sale Notice for the sale of immovable assets under SARFAESIAct, 2002, R/w rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers, Co borrowers and Guarantors that the below described
immovable property mortgaged to the Secured creditor, the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Equitas
Small Finance Bank Ltd., will be sold on 12-07-2023 “AS IS WHERE IS” “AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION” for recovery of below mentioned amount
due to Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd., from the following borrowers.

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS EQUITAS FINANCE LTD)
Registered Office: No.769, Spencer Plaza, 4th Floor, Phase-II, Anna Salai, Chennai, TN - 600 002.

# 044-42995000, 044-42995050

Borrower/s & Guarantor/s Name &
Address Total Due + Interest from

Description of Secured Asset
(Immovable Property)

SALE NOTICE FOR THE SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that piece and parcels of the property bearing K.Gat.No.322, Total area adm. H.02-
43R, out of it an areaadm. 188.47 Sq.Mtrs (i.e. 2028Sq.Feet) within PartNo.15, alongwith
RCC construction on it and its Grampanchayat assessment list property No.4367, situated
at village Tardal, Tal:Hatakanangale, Dist: Kolhapur . North by: Property of Mr.Jadhav,
South by: Road, East by: Property of Part No.14, West by: Property of Mr.Prashant Khune
In Part No.15 Measurement: 2028 Sq.Feet Situated at within the Sub-Registration District
of Ichalkaranji and Registration District of Kolhapur. Together with all buildings and
structure attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to earth, both
presentand futureand all easamentary /mamool rightsannexed thereto.
Reserve Price: Rs. 1440000/- & Earnest Money Deposit: Rs. 144000/-
Contact Names: Sagar Chandanshive: 9762651010, Nitin Desai: 9923647673

1.Mr. Dhanaji Namadev Mulake,
S/o. Namadev Mulake,
2.Mrs. Satyashila Dhanaji Mulke,
W/o. Dhanaji Mulke
Both are residing at 24/1680, Shahapur, Solage Mala,
Ichalkaranji, Tal Hatkangale, Maharashtra – 416121.
Loan Account No. SEICLKJ0188034: Amount Due
Rs.1682403/- as on 31-08-2019 as per Demand Notice
U/s. 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002, with further interest
from 01-09-2019 with monthly rest, charges and costs etc.,
(TotalOutstandingbeingRs.3186126/-ason13-06-2023)

Date of Auction: 12-07-2023
For detailed terms and conditions of the E-Auction sale, please refer to the link provided in

www.equitasbank.com & https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net
Date : 23.06.2023
Place: Pune

Authorized Officer-
Equitas Small Finance Bank Ltd

¹F¾F½Fa°FSXF½F ¨F½WXF¯F d½FIYFÀF ´Fi¾FFÀF³F ´Fi¶Fûd²F³Fe
SXFªF·F½F³F AF½FFSX, ¶FF¯FZSX SXÀ°FF, ´Fb¯FZ-urrqqx

RYû³F ³Fa. (qsq) svwqyqtt/ rvz/ rxv
k¹F¾FQFl°FeÕX 'THE SUPPLY, ERECTION, INSTALLATION,
TESTING & COMMISSIONING 0G KITCHEN
VENTILATION AND EXAHUST SYSTEM AND
KITCHEN EQUIPMENT FOR DAC-KOJAGIRI MESS
ATYASHADA, PUNE' ¹FF IYF¸FFÀFFNXe ³FF¸FFadIY°F AFd¯F AFd±FÊIYQÈáëF
À F Ã F ¸ F ½ F ´ F b S m X À F F A ³ F b · F ½ F A À F ¯ F F º ¹ F F À F a ¶ F a d ² F ° F ½ ¹ F F ½ F À F F d ¹ F I Y F a I Y O c X ³ F
k¹F¾FQFl¨¹FF ½F°Fe³FZ dQ³FFaIY st/qw/sqst °FZ qx/qx/sqst ¹FF
IYFÕXF½F²Fe¸F²¹FZ BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ¸FF¦Fd½F¯¹FF°F ¹FZ°F AFWZX.
qs. ÀFQSX BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ·FSX¯¹FFÀFFNXe www.mahatenders.gov.in
¹ F F À F a I Z Y ° F À ± F T F ½ F S X C X ´ F Õ X ¶ ² F A À F c ³ F , d ³ F d ½ F Q F Q F S X F a ¨ ¹ F F ¸ F F d W X ° F e À F F N X e
www.yashada.org ¹FF ÀFaIZY°FÀ±FTF½FSX ´FFWX¯¹FFÀFFNXe CX´FÕX¶²F
AFWZX. Ad²FIY ¸FFdWX°FeÀFFNXe B¨LcXIY d³Fd½FQFQFSXFa³Fe ÀFQSX¨¹FF ÀFaIZY°FÀ±FTFÀF
·FZMX ôFF½Fe.
qt. BÊ-d³Fd½FQZ¨FF IYFÕXF½F²Fe dQ³FFaIY st/qw/sqst °FZ qx/qx/sqst
AÀFF AÀFc³F, BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ·FSX¯¹FF¨FF Aad°F¸F dQ³FFaIY qx/qx/sqst, Qb́ FFSXe
qt.qq ½FFªFŹ F¹FÊa°F AFWZX.

- d³F¶Fa²FIY, ¹F¾FQF

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹fÔ°ff ÀffUÊþd³fIY d³f¸ffÊ̄ f dU·ff¦f, J¯OX VffWX´fbSXf (·fe»fUfOXf)
Ii ¸ffÔI :- °fI ³feI e / d³fdUQf / Oe- dQ³ffÔI :-

BÊ-MXZ¯OXdSXÔ¦f d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff: 05/2023-24
SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ ¶fþM §fû¿f¯ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 94 U¿fÊ 2023-24 IZ °fW°f ³f¦fSe¹f d³fI f¹fû
IZ I f¹fûÊ W Z°fb Ad¦fi¸f QS ÀfÔdUQf IZ d»fE C´f¹fbö ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ÀffUÊþd³fI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f SfþÀ±ff³f ¸fZ ´fÔþeIÈ °f
ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ, EUÔ IZ ³Qie¹f / Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS U C³fIZ Ad²fIÈ °f ÀfÔ¦fN³fûÔ / IZ ³Qie¹f »fûI d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f/OfI EU¸f
QcS ÀfÔ¨ffS dU·ff¦f / SZ»UZ B°¹ffdQ ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI û, þû dI SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS IZ dUd·f³³f ßfZ¯fe IZ ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ
IZ Àf¸fI Ãf Wû ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ Ib »f 1 ´f`IZ þ / I f¹fûÊÔ, dþ³fI e Ib »f »ff¦f°f SfdVf ÷ . 261.36 »ffJ W`,
IZ d»fE BÊ- MZ³OdSÔ¦f ´fidIi ¹ff WZ°fb Afg³f »ffB³f d³fdUQf¹fZa Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`:-

d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f dUUS¯f UZ¶f ÀffBÊM "http://dipr.rajasthan.gov.in" ´fS E½fa d³fdUQf QÀ°ffUZþ
I f dUUS¯f UZ¶fÀffBÊM “http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in” EUÔ "http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in"
´fS QZ£ff ªff ÀfI °ff W` Ü Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d³fdUQf ´fidIi ¹ff “http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in" ´fS Afg³f»ffBÊ³f
Àf¸´ffdQ°f I e þfUZ¦fe Ü

WXÀ°ff/-
(³fSXZ³Qi ¨fü²fSXe)

Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹fÔ°ff Àff.d³f.dU. J¯OX VffWX´fbSXf (·fe»fUfOXf)
Email :- eeshahpura.pwd@rajasthan.gov.in

¸fû¶ffBÊ»f ³fÔ. 9983529510

d³fdUQf R f¸fÊ OfC³f»fûOÞ EUÔ A´f»fûO I S³fZ I e
°ffSeJ EUÔ Àf¸f¹f

16.06.2023 ´fif°f: 9.30 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 22.06.2023 ÀffÔ¹f
6.00 ¶fþZ °fI

NIB No. :- PWD2324A1034

UBN No:- PWD2324WSOB05352

DIPR/C/9059/2023

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff, Àffqd³fqdUq Àf¸·ff¦f ·fSX°f´fbSX
Ii ¸ffÔI :- A¸fbA/·fS°f/°f.Àf./2023-24/Oe-406 dQ³ffÔI : 13-6-23
A»´fIYf»fe³f d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 13/(´feE¸fþeEÀfUfBÊ-III) (Batch-II)/2022-23
SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f ¸fWûQ¹f I e AûS ÀfZ ´fi²ff³f¸f³Âfe ¦fif¸f ÀfOÞI ¹fûªf³ff (´feE¸fþeEÀfUfBÊ - III ) (Batch-

II) IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ÀfOI ¨füOfBÊI S¯f EUÔ ÀfbúPeI S¯f WZ°fb ¸f¹f ´ffh¨f Àff»f I e ÀfOÞI ¹fûþ³ff ¸fS¸¸f°f IZ d»fE ´fid°fVf°f
QS IZ A³fbÀffS Ib »f 01 ´f`IZ þ A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f SfdVf ø 0 451.17 »ffJ IZ d»fE C´f¹fbö ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ÀffUÊþd³fI
d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f SfþÀ±ff³f ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ EUÔ Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS / IZ ³Qi ÀfSI fS IZ Ad²fIÈ °f ÀfÔ¦fN³fû/IZ ³Qie¹f »fûI
d³f¸ffÊ¯f dU·ff¦f / OfI EUÔ QcS ÀfÔ¨ffS dU·ff¦f/SZ»fUZ B°¹ffdQ ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ, þû dI SfþÀ±ff³f ÀfSI fS IZ C´f¹fbö
ßfZ¯fe IZ ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ IZ Àf¸fI Ãf Wû, ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ-´fiû¢¹fcS¸fZ³M ´fidI ¹ff ÀfZ A»´fI f»fe³f Afg³f »ffBÊ³f d³fdUQf¹fZÔ
Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`ÔÜ d³fdUQf ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f dUUS¯f UZ¶f ÀffBÊM www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in U
www.pwd.rajasthan.gov.in, “www.sppp.raj.nic.in U www.pmgsytendersraj.gov.in ´fS
QZJf þf ÀfI °ff W`ÔÜ
B¨LbI ÀfÔUZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOþeM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ UZ¶f ÀffBÊM www.pmgsytendersraj.gov.in ´fS
SdþÀMOÊ Wû³ff AfUV¹fI W`Ô Ü

WXÀ°ff/-
Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff
Àffd³fdU ÀfÔ·ff¦f ·fSX°f´fbSXDIPR/C/8893/2023

NIB No. - PWD 2324A1036
UBN NO.- PWD2324WS0B05357

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fÔ°ff, þ³f ÀUf Ad·f dU·ff¦f, ÃfZÂf, ¶feIYf³fZSX
Ii ¸ffÔI : Ad°f/¶fe/AÔIZ /23-24/1414-40 dQ³ffÔI : 13-6-2023

BÊ-¶fû»fe Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff A¸fbA/¶fe/2023-24/06
SfþÀ±ff³f IZ Sfª¹f´ff»f I e AûS ÀfZ d³f¸³f WÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ õfSf þ³f ÀUfÀ±¹f Ad·f¹ffÔdÂfI dU·ff¦f EUÔ A³¹f dU·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ
ÀfÃf¸f ßfZ¯fe ¸fZÔ ´fÔþeIÈ °f N ZIZ QfS ûÔ ÀfZ d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS BÊ-¶fû»fe õfS f ¶fû»fe Af¸fÔdÂf°f I e þf°fe W `Ü
¶fû»fe ´fi´fÂf UZ¶fÀffBÊM www.phedwater.rajasthan.gov.in, www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS C´f»f¶²f W`Ü BÀf d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff ÀfÔ£¹ff A¸fbA /¶fe/2023-24
/06 ¸fZÔ Ib »f 01 I f¹fÊ W `, dþ³fI e Ib »f A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f ø . 463.19 »ffJ W`Ü
I i q
ÀfÔq

d³fdUQf ÀfÔ£¹ff Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d¶fO OfC³f»fûO I S³ff Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d¶fO Of»f³ff Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d¶fO
Jû»f³ff

1 06/2023-24 dQ³ffÔI 09.06.2023 ´fif°f: 09.30 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
dQ³ffÔI 04.07.2023 Àff¹fÔ 18.00 ¶fþZ °fI

dQ³ffÔI 09.06.2023 ´fif°f: 09.30 ¶fþZ ÀfZ
dQ³ffÔI 04.07.2023 Àff¹fÔ 18.00 ¶fþZ °fI

05.07.2023
´fif°f: 11.30 ¶fþZ

B³f d³fdUQfAûÔ IZ EÀf´fe´fe´fe ´fûMÊ»f ´fS ¹fc¶feE³f ³f¸¶fS Ii ¸fVf: WXÀ°ff/-
(Qe´fIY ¶fÔÀf»f)

Ad°fdSXöY ¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹f³°ff
þ³f ÀUf.Ad·f. dU·ff¦f

ÃfZÂf ¶feIYf³fZSX

PHE2324WSOB03294

DIPR/C/8855/2023

Tender invited for newMarina facility
for over 300 yachts at Princes dock

ThenewMarina facilitywill accomodate300yachtsand
entailsaRs690-crore licencefee for45years. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JUNE22

Shiv Sena (UBT) president
UddhavThackerayonFridayvis-
itedPatna inBihar to attend the
Opposition leaders’ meeting
convened by Bihar Chief
MinisterNitishKumar.

"All opposition leaders are
meetingPatnaonFriday.Uddhav
ji will also be there, alongwith
Sonia ji, Rahul ji, Pawar ji,Nitish
Kumar ji. All these leaders are
stalwarts andwewill abide by
whateverdecisiontheytakeand
willworksincerelytosecurevic-
tory," Sena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant said.

Nitish Kumar has convened
the meeting to forge unity
among Opposition parties and
chalkouta joint strategy to take
onBharatiyaJanataParty(BJP)in
2024LokSabhapolls.

According to theparty func-
tionary, Uddhav will leave for
PatnaonFridayat 8 am inapri-
vate jet and will meet Nitish
Kumar at his residence around
10 am before attending the 11
ammeeting.

Last month, Nitish Kumar
hadmet Uddhav Thackeray at
hisMumbai residence. "All like-
minded parties are coming to-
gether. Bihar CMNitish Kumar
has taken a lead in this regard,"
Rauthadsaid.

Uddhav, Pawar to attend
Opposition meet in Patna

Aurangabad:Settinganexample
of communal harmony, the
Muslimcommunity inavillage
inAurangabaddistricthavede-
cidedtodeferBakriEidcelebra-
tions by a day as it coincides
withAshadhiEkadashi,officials
said onThursday.

Everyyear, thousandsofpil-
grimsvisit theVitthal templeat
Pandharpur,nearly15kmfrom
the district headquarters, be-
sides theWaluj Industrial area
onAshadhiEkadashi.This tem-
ple is different from theVitthal
temple in Pandharpur of
Solapurdistrictthatdrawslakhs
of devotees.

Considering that Ashadhi
Ekadashi and Bakri Eid fall on
June 29 this year, Aurangabad
police reached out to Vitthal
devoteesandMuslims.Thetwo
communities met on
Wednesday, officials said,
wherein Police Commissioner
ManojLohiya's ideaof celebrat-
ing the two festivals on differ-
ent days was discussed, said a
release. Religious leaders and
Muslims unanimously agreed
to celebrate Bakrid on June 30,
thenext day. “They also agreed
to facilitate pilgrims visiting
Pandharpur,” the press release
said.PTI

In a village in Aurangabad
dist, Muslims to celebrate
Bakrid only after Ekadashi

NAGPUR
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CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARYNOTICE BOARD

Aryans Group of
companiesrecentlytiedup
with Korean company –
Clap for semi-conductor
production.
Thiswill help our country
tobecomeAtmanirbharin
semi-conductor
production.AryansGroup
has initially invested Rs
800-900 Cr and will
increase in future.
Currently India is
completely dependent on

China and Vietnam for its
semi-conductor
requirementsresultingin
higher prices of
electronicproducts.
ThegoalofAryansGroup
is to work towards
making India a hub for
semi-conductorsusing
cutting edge
technology.
Company is in the
production of Display Fab
in India.

Aryans Group of companies ties up with Korean
company for semi-conductor production

Bank of Maharashtra,
organised a customer
connect and outreach
programatYerwada,Pune
on 13th June, 2023. Shri
Asheesh Pandey,
Executive Director, Bank
of Maharashtra
attended the event
alongwith Shri Rajesh
Singh,GeneralManager,
Retail &MSME and Shri
Amit Sharma, General
Manager, Corporate
Credit fromHead Office.
Ms. Aparna Joglekar,

GeneralManager&Zonal
Manager, Pune City; Dr.
Javed Mohnavi, Zonal
Manager, Pune East; Shri
RahulWaghmare, Zonal
Manager, Pune West,
alongwith the Branch
Managersandstaffhosted
theevent.
Morethan250customers
from diverse fields viz.
Retail,MSME,Agriculture,
SHGs, Corporate, Export-
Import, Forex, Start-ups
etc. participated in the
event.

Bank of Maharashtra organises customer
connect and outreach program in Pune

City based Setu
Advertisinghasreceived9
awards at Goafest 2023,
which is South Asia's
biggest advertising
festival. It is jointly
organized by the
Advertising Agencies

Association of India
(AAAI) and The
Advertising Club. The
agencyhaswon9Awards
at the Abby One Show
Awards at Goafest 2023,
oneofthemostpromising
advertising and
marketing industry
events. Setu received
these awards for their
workdoneforWaghBakri
Tea Group and Sahyadri
Hospitals. The 9 awards
include 5 silver, 3 bronze
and1merit award for the
work done in various
categories like ambient
media, direct response,
branded content and
entertainment and
integratedadvertising.

Nine awards for Setu Advertising at Goafest 2023

On the occasion of 9th
World Yoga Day (June
21), “Siddha Mantra
Hasya Qurative
Yogathon 2023” was
successfullyorganized
atSuryadattaGroupof
Institutes. Around
2,000 staff and
studentsandassociate
members practiced
Hasya and

SiddhamantraYogafor
fiveconsecutivehours
on campus as well as
online. Apart from
these five hours, one
hour Surya Namaskar
competition was also
organized.
Five winning students
were awarded cash
prizes in this
competition.

Ellicium Solutions Pvt. Ltd a data
analyticscompanyfromKothrud.
On the occasion of World Yoga Day,
Ellicium rolled out its Health and
Wellness programwith a series of 5
sessions spanning over the next 2
weeks, conducted byWellness expert
ShriyaKulkarni.

Yoga day sessions by Ellicium
Solutions Pvt. Ltd

PNG Jewellers is proud to
announce that it has once
again been certified as a
Great Place to Work® in
India.
Chairman and Managing
Director, Dr. Saurabh
Gadgil, expressed his
elation regarding this
recognition and
highlighted the key acts of
leadershipthatdefinePNG

Jewellers. “PNG Jewellers
believes in creating an
environment that has
many positive facets to it,
likeencouragingwomento
reach leadership roles, the
inclusionofspecially-abled
individuals, ensuring the
safety of employees, and
promoting transparency
in policies and customer
interactions.

PNG Jewellers Achieves Great Place to Work® Certification for
the Second Consecutive Year, Earning High Trust Index Scores

Pune's Deccan Sugar
Technologist Association
(India) has recently
organizedseminaron'Juice
certification and Ethenol
Developed Technology.
Seminar was inaugurated
with the hands of
Pandurang Raut
(Chairman- Shreenath
Mhaskoba Sugar factory).
This seminar got
tremendousresponse.

Mr S. B. Bhad (President of
DSTA) was the chief of the
event.He had delivered
welcome speech &
explained progress of the
organization.M.R.Kulkarni,
Bharat Tavare, Mrs Gauri
Pawarwas also present for
theevent.
Seminar was attended by
mostof therepresentatives
from Maharashtra and
Gujarat.

DSTA’s Seminar

Mr.PraveenkumarGandhiisa
Chartered Accountant with
over 32 years with General
Insurance Corporation of
India.HeretiredasitsGeneral
Manager and Financial
Advisor. Presently, he is
working as senior executive
with Insurance Broking firm
afterretirement.
As informed by the Bank’s
Internal StaffUnion,Mr.Anant
Padhye, Chief Manager from
Mumbai is appointed as Staff
Representative. Mr. Padhye is
working with the Bank since
last 32 years and looking over
theworkofCosmosBankSevak
Sanghformorethan20years.

Mr. Praveenkumar Gandhi
designated as Vice

Chairman of Cosmos Bank

TheCGST&Customs,PuneZonecelebratedthe
nternational Yoga Day 2023 on 21.06.2023, in
the presence of Chief Commissioner Dr. K.N.
Raghavan and Commissioner S/Shri Sanjay
Mahendru, V.N. Thete, Dilip Goyal, Ravindra
DangeandBhupendraSinghSuhag.Thetheme
of the event was "Yoga for Vasudhaiva
kutumbkam".Theeventwasorganizedby the
Audit-l & Audit-|| Commissionerates, of Pune
Zone.A largenumberof
departmentalofficersandstaffparticipatedin
the event and pledged to practice Yoga for a
healthy life.

The InternationalDayof
Yoga 2023 (IDY-2023)
was celebrated on
Wednesday, 21st June
2023,withamagnificent
event that united
various esteemed
organizations and
institutions in a
collaborative effort to
promote holistic well-
being. MIT School of
Holistic Development,

MIT ADT University, in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Ayush, the
MinistryofCulture,Govt.
of India, and several
prominentpartners,this
event marked a
significantmilestone in
the month-long
celebration conducted
underthethemeof ‘Yoga
for Vasudaiva
Kutumbakam.'

International Day of Yoga 2023 (IDY-2023) is
celebrated at the World Peace Dome at MIT ADT
University with Grandeur and Collaboration

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

INA first for any centralwelfare
scheme, the government
Thursday rolled out a face au-
thentificationfeatureinthePM-
Kisan app, which will enable
beneficiaryfarmerstocomplete
theire-KYCprocessbyjustscan-
ningtheirfaceonmobilephones
instead of using one-timepass-
wordor fingerprints.

Agriculture Minister
NarendraSinghTomarlaunched
the app feature at an event,
whichwasattendedbyMinister
of State for Agriculture Kailash
Choudhary, Agriculture
Secretary Manoj Ahuja,
Additional Secretary Pramod
KumarMeherdaandsenioroffi-
cials fromthestates.

Sharing details of the new
feature, Meherda said, “PM-
Kisan scheme has become the
first schemeof the government
to do e-KYC through facial au-
thentication mobile app. This
app is verymuch useful for the
farmers who are aged and also
their mobile number is not
linkedwith theirAadhaar.”

Meherda said theministry
beganpilottestingofthefaceau-
thentificationfeatureinthePM-
KisanmobileapponMay21this
year. Since then, e-KYCof 3 lakh
farmershasbeendonesuccess-
fully,hesaid.

Until now, e-KYC of the PM-
Kisan beneficiaries used to be
done through either biometrics
at a designated centre or one-
time passwords sent tomobile
phone numbers linked with
Aadhaar.However,duringthee-
KYC exercise, officials found
many instances when farmers’
mobilenumberswerenotlinked

to Aadhaar due to which the
processcouldnotbecompleted,
saidanofficial. Inthecaseofbio-
metrics, several elderly farmers
faced problems going to the
nearbycentre.Also,many faced
theissueofnon-matchingof fin-
gerprints.

Therefore, to ease the e-KYC
process, theministrydecidedto
introduce the face authentica-
tionfeatureinthePM-Kisanmo-
bileapp, anofficial said.

The face authentication fea-
ture uses iris data of a person
havinganAadhaarnumber.“The
Aadhaar iris datawas available
with the Unique Identification
Authority of India. So, we re-
quested them to give us access
to the face authentication fea-
ture,” theofficial said.

In anothermove, the official
said, the PM-Kisan scheme is
alsointegratingwithBhashinito
provide farmers information in
their native language. Bhashini
is the government’s National
Public Digital Platform for lan-
guages to develop services and
productsforcitizensbyleverag-
ing the power of artificial intel-
ligence and other emerging
technologies.

Launched in 2019, the
PradhanMantri Kisan Samman
NidhiorPM-Kisanschemegives
beneficiariesfinancialassistance
of Rs 6,000 per year in three
equal instalments every four
months. The amount is trans-
ferredtothebankaccountsofel-
igible farmers' families across
the country through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT)mode.

According to theAgriculture
Ministry, more than 11 crore
farmershaveavailedthescheme
and an amount of Rs 2.42 lakh
crore has been transferred to
their accounts.

Face authentification now
in PM-Kisanmobile app,
a first forGovt schemes

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE22

FOURTEEN YEARS after wide-
spreadprotestsintheValleyover
allegationsof therapeandmur-
der of twowomen by security
forces in Shopian — a charge
whichaCBIprobelater foundto
beuntrue—theJ&Kadministra-
tionhasterminatedtheservices
of two doctors involved in the
autopsiesof the twowomen.

Dr Nighat Shaheen Chiloo
and Dr Bilal AhmadDalal were
dismissed Thursday with gov-
ernmentsourcessayingthatthe
two doctors had “actively
worked with Pakistan and
hatchedaconspiracywithitsas-
setswithinKashmirtofalsifythe
post-mortem report”. The two
were among 13 chargesheeted
bytheCBI forallegedly fabricat-
ingevidence in2009.

AnorderissuedbytheGeneral
Administration Department
stated: “Whereas the Lieutenant
Governorissatisfiedafterconsid-
eringthefactsandcircumstances
of thecaseandonthebasisof in-
formationavailablethattheactiv-
ities of DrChiloo, consultant gy-
naecologist in the Sub District
HospitalChadooraBudgam…are
suchas towarrant her dismissal
fromtheservice.” Itaddsthatthe

L-G “is satisfied…that in the in-
terestofthesecurityofthestate,it
is not expedient to hold an en-
quiryinthecase”.

The order terminating Dr
Dalal, amedicalofficerataNew
TypePrimaryHealthCentre(NT-
PHC), from service is similarly
worded.

It was onMay 29, 2009 that
the twowomen–a19-year-old
and her 22-year-old sister-in-
law –wentmissing in Shopian.
A day later, their bodies were
found in theRambiara stream.

Following allegations that
they had been raped andmur-
deredbysecurity forces, people
tooktostreetsinlargenumbers,
leadingtoashutdownforovera
month when National
Conference’s Omar Abdullah
was inpower.

Thispromptedthethenstate
government toconstitutean in-
quirybyretiredJusticeMuzaffar
Ahmad Jan.

According to government
sources, inthemonthsbetween
June and December 2009, the
Valley saw 42 strike calls, lead-
ing towidespread rioting. A to-
tal of 251 FIRswere registered,
sevenpeople lost their livesand
103were injured.

Aspublicpressuremounted,
thepolice, on June7, 2009, filed
anFIRundersectionsofrapeand

murder. When the Justice Jan
Commission submitted its re-
port, it was rejected by the
Majlis-e-Mushawarat Shopian,
a committee formed by people
of Shopian to spearhead theag-
itation.

In its report, the one-man
commissionhadaccusedthepo-
lice of destruction of evidence,
andpointed fingers at the char-
acter of the husband of one of
thewomen.

Actingonthereport,thegov-
ernment suspended four police
officers, including the then
Shopian Superintendent of
Policeandhisdeputy.

As protests continued in the
Valley, the government handed
over the case to the CBI, which
ruled out rape and murder in
December2009.

The CBI chargesheeted 13
people in the case – six doctors,
five lawyers and two others in-
cludingthebrotherofoneof the
victims. The doctors, including
thetwodismissedThursday,and
the then ShopianChiefMedical
Officerwere accusedof fabrica-
tionof evidence.

“Theultimateaimof thetwo
doctors was to create disaffec-
tion against the Indian state by
falsely accusing the security
forcesof rapeandmurder,”gov-
ernmentsourcessaidThursday.

2009 Shopian deaths: J&K sacks 2 docs,
says fudged autopsies at Pak behest

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

DELHIPOLICESpecialCellhasar-
restedaman fromBihar andap-
prehendedhisminorbrother for
allegedly leaking data from
CoWIN, the government’sweb
portal for Covid-19 vaccination
registration.Policesaidthetwoil-
legally accessed information on
theportal, retrievedpersonalde-
tailsof a fewindividualsandcre-
ated a bot,whichwas uploaded
onTelegram.

The Intelligence Fusion and
StrategicOperations(IFSO)unitof
theSpecialCelllodgedanFIRear-
lierthismonthfortheallegeddata
breachandanalysedtheTelegram
channelwhere thedatawasbe-
ingshared.Severalraidswerecon-
ducted and themain accused, a
22-year-old unemployedman
whohas completedB.Tech from
a Bihar institute, was arrested
fromPatna.

Basedontheinvestigation,his
minor brother, aged around 17,

was also found tobe involved in
the case and apprehended from
their house. The police brought
the two to Delhi and produced
thembeforethecourt.Thebroth-
ers are being questioned by the
DelhiPoliceandotheragenciesin
connectionwiththedatabreach.

Sources said the two created
theTelegrambot tomerely“gain
morefollowers”.Accordingtothe
police,thetwodidnotsellthedata
toanyone.Thetwobrothersused
the log in ID and credentials of
theirmother, anAuxiliaryNurse
Midwife(ANM)inPatna,toaccess
thedataonCoWIN.

“Themotherwillalsobeques-
tioned.Shewasnotawarethather
CoWIN ID had been compro-
mised.Whilenotmuchisknown,
wefoundthatthesonsgainedac-
cess to themother's ID and took
data of a few individuals from
Bihar. Theycreatedabotandcir-
culated the informationon their
Telegram channel to gainmore
followers. At present,wehaven't
found any othermotive,” said a
senior police officer from the

Special Cell. Experts said ANM
workersonlyhaveaccess todata
forthepeopletheyvaccinate.The
dataisalsolimitedtophonenum-
bers,dosageinformationanddis-
trictcentreinformation.

Lastweek,reportssurfacedon
apurportedbreachofdataofben-
eficiariesregisteredontheCoWIN
platform. Thedata hadbeen ac-
cessedby aTelegrambot,which
revealedthegender,dateofbirth,
Aadhaar details, address, centre
forvaccinationetc. of beneficiar-
ies.OnJune12,theUnionMinistry
of Health andFamilyWelfare is-
sued apress release stating that
the Telegrambotwas not using
CoWIN’s application program-
minginterface.

Minister of State for
Electronics and Information
Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said the Indian
Computer EmergencyResponse
Team(CERT-In), thenodal cyber
securityagency,hadreviewedthe
alleged breach and found the
CoWINportalwas not “directly
breached”.

2Bihar brothers used
mother’s CoWIN ID to
leak data: Delhi Police

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JUNE22

MORE THAN 14,000 people in
Assamarecurrentlytakingshel-
ter in relief camps across the
statewithasuddenescalationin
thefloodsituation.OnThursday,

thestaterecordedits first flood-
related death this year, in
Tamulpurdistrict.

Themonsoon hit Assam on
June10.TillTuesdayevening,the
total numberof people affected
byfloodsinthestatewas34,089.
As of Tuesday, there was only
onereliefcampwith56inmates.

However,thenumberofpeo-
ple affected rapidly rose to
1,19,830byWednesdayevening
and 4,95,799 by Thursday
evening. Assam State Disaster
Management Authority CEO
Gyanendra Dev Tripathi said
14,035peoplearelivingin83re-
lief campsacross11districts.

Afamilyshifts fromafloodedvillage inBaskadistrictofAssamonThursday. PTI

Nearly 5 lakh hit, one dead as
Assam flood situation worsens

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR,JUNE22

ADAY after classes resumed at
the Bahanaga High School in
Odisha’sBalasore,ChiefMinister
Naveen Patnaik on Thursday
sanctionedRs2.49 crore for the
development of the school. A
portion of the school had been
razed by the administration af-
terparentsobjectedtotheirchil-
dren going back to classrooms
thathadbeenusedastemporary
morgues intheaftermathof the
June 2 train tragedy. On
Wednesday, when students re-
turned to the school following
summer vacations, they were

accommodated in the newly
paintedportionsof theschool.A
yagnawas also performed be-
fore thestartof classes.

However, the first two days
of the new academic year saw
only around 50 per cent atten-
danceat theschool,whichhasa
total of 565 students. Head
teacher Pramila Swain attrib-
uted the low attendance to the
fact thatanearby level crossing,
which she saidmany students
havetocrossinordertogettothe
school, has remainedclosed.

“Wehaddiscussed the issue
withRailwayauthorities.Theyare
going to open the level crossing
verysoon,afterwhichattendance
willbenormal,”Swainsaid.

Classes resume at Balasore
school used as morgue

NAGPUR



NINEYEARSOFMODIGOVERNMENT

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR, JUNE22

TOMARKthenineyearsofModi
governmentattheCentre,Union
HomeMinisterAmitShahvisited
Chhattisgarh's Durg district on
Thursday and thanked the peo-
pleforvotingtheBJPtopowerin
twoconsecutiveLokSabhaelec-
tions. In his speech, Shah show-
ered praises on Modi and ac-
cusedChhattisgarhCMBhupesh
Baghel of corruption and not
keepinghispromiseswhilepre-
dicting awin for the BJP in the
comingAssemblyelections.

Shah began his speech by
comparingnine years ofModi's
governance with the previous
Congress government, saying,
“Sonia-Manmohangovernment
didalotofcorruptionbutnocor-
ruption allegations have been
made against theModi govern-
ment.WeabrogatedArticle370
inKashmir and in January2024
wewillinauguratetheRamtem-
ple inAyodhya.”

Shah accused the Congress
ofnotdoinganythingonthetwo
issuesfor70years.Shahalsoac-
cusedtheCongressgovernment
ofgoingsoftonacross-the-bor-
der terrorism, and how things
have changed under the Modi
rule citing surgical strikes and
air strikes.

Shah also claimed all the
poor people in the country re-
ceivedfreefoodgrainsandother

benefits likesubsidisedcooking
gas,waterpipelines,toilets,elec-
tricity,houses,andhealthinsur-
anceuptoRs5 lakh.

About Chhattisgarh, Shah
saidMaoist activitieshavebeen
contained andonly a small part
inBastarremainsaffectedbythe
Leftwingextremism.

“There have been scams af-
terscamsinthestate—coallevy
scam, liquor scam, PDS scam...
Baghel sir you should be
ashamed for not keeping your
promises.Afterelectionsyouare
going to lose yourCMchair and
BJP will return to power. You
(Baghel) said liquor will be
bannedbutinsteadhomedeliv-
ery of liquor has started. You
promised 10 lakh jobs and al-

lowance for the unemployed
youth but did not keep the
promise.Youaretakingcreditfor
thericeboughtbytheModigov-
ernment,” addedShah.

Shahmadeaseriesofallega-
tionsonallegedmisgovernance
oftheCongressgovernmentand
also accused Baghel of burden-
ing the state government with
huge loans taken for welfare
schemes.

TheHomeMinisterhadtoat-
tend another publicmeeting at
MadhyaPradesh’sBalaghatlater
in the day but his helicopter
could not land due to bad
weather. Thehelicopterheaded
back towards Raipur, said MP
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.

SHARING NOTES
VicePresident JagdeepDhankharwith JammuandKashmirL-GManojSinhaat thespecial
convocationceremonyof JammuUniversityonThursday.PTI

■Speakingat theevent,V-P
Dhankharexpressedconcern
over“orchestratedeffortsby
certain forces tospread
falsenarratives thatare
detrimental to thecountry”.

■Hesaidthere iszero
toleranceforcorruptionnow.
“Youmaybeanyone,of any
identityorreligion,youare
accountable to law.The
mechanismis transparent.”

■ OnabrogationofArticle370
inAugust2019, theV-P saidhe
hadbeenadvocatingfor it for
thelast20years.“It (Article
370)wastemporarybut lasted
for70years,”hesaid.
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

REACHING OUT
AS PART of BJP leaders' outreach programmes, including
prominentpersonalities, tomarknineyearsof theModigov-
ernment,UnionHousingandUrbanAffairsMinisterHardeep
Puri on Thursday visited an old friend, cardiac surgeon Dr
Naresh Trehan. After the visit, which was part of the BJP's
“Sampark se Samarthan” initiative, Puri said in a tweet: “I
havehadtheprivilegeofknowingDrTrehanfromveryearly
days!HisbrotherNaveen&Iarechildhoodfriends!Through
the years, I have admired his well deserved rise to the top
echelonsofmedical profession, his dedicationas adoctor&
humaneactsof Seva.”

ECOURTS’ SUCCESS
TheeCourtsprojectlaunchedwiththeobjectiveoftransform-
ing the country’s judiciary through Information &
CommunicationTechnology(ICT)isturningouttobeagrand
success.DatabytheMinistryofLawandJusticeshowthatun-
dertheeCourtsmissionmodeproject, thedistrictandsubor-
dinatecourts, andhighcourtsheldapproximately2.74crore
hearingstillMay31,2023whiletheSupremeCourtheld4.83
lakhhearingsduring thisperiod.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT, JUNE22

AS PRIME Minister Narendra
ModimetUSPresidentJoeBiden
and his wife Jill Biden at the
White House on Thursday, he
had a special gift for the First
Ladywith a Surat connect - an
"eco-friendly" lab-grown dia-
mond. The diamondweighing
7.5caratswasproduced,cut,and
polishedata firminSurat.

Thediamondhasbeenmade
basedon the themeof "75years
Azadi KaAmrutMahotsav," un-
derlines Patel, co-convener of
GJEPC (Gems and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council) Lab-
Grown Diamond. "And that's

why the greendiamondweighs
7.5carats.Ittakesover1.5months
to produce such diamonds
throughCVD (Chemical Vapour
Deposition)technology,"headds.

Explaining why it's eco-
friendly,heshares,“Thediamond
has beenmade through wind
power and solar energy so it is
known as an eco-friendly lab-
growndiamond.Specialcarehas
beentakentomakesurethatthe
diamond becomes a unique
pieceandspecialtechnologywas
usedforcuttingandpolishing.”

"Thediamondfallsinthecat-
egoryof2-Atypeintermsofpu-
rity (top grademolecular level
purity), which is found in
Kohinoordiamond(naturaldia-
mond).Suchdiamondsarerare,

and only found in themines in
CanadaandGolcondainMadhya
Pradesh. It takes around two
months’ time to complete the
entire procedure of producing,
cutting, andpolishing suchdia-
mond,"he furtheradded.

The diamond is said to have
been certified by International
Gemological Institute (IGI).

Patel said the "eco-friendly"
diamond represents the entire
diamondindustryofSurat.“The
diamond represents the entire
diamond industry of Surat and
India and the industry is proud
thatitwillbeintheWhiteHouse
forever,"heasserts.

“We are into the lab-grown
diamond industry for the last
five years and are not only pro-
ducing eco-friendly diamonds,
but also cutting and polishing.
We also have a jewellery unit
where suchdiamondsare stud-
dedandlaterexportedtotheUS,
the UK, Middle East, among
othercountries.”

Gambia to run strict
quality check on Indian
drugs before shipment
ANONNADUTT
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

THE GAMBIAN drug controller
hasmandatedthatJulyonwards
all drugs exported to it from
Indiawill have to undergo doc-
ument verification, physical in-
spection, and quality control
testingbeforeshipment.

Mumbai-based Quntrol
LaboratoriesPrivateLimitedhas
beenappointedbytheGambian
Medicines Control Agency to
carry out the necessary checks
and issue a Clean Report of
InspectionandAnalysis (CRIA).

This comes nearly a year af-
ter 70 children died in the
Gambiaallegedlyafterconsum-
ing contaminated syrupsman-
ufactured by Haryana-based
Maidenpharmaceuticals.

“All shipments arriving in
TheGambiawithbill of landing
dated on or after 1st July 2023
will be required to provide the
CRIA for customs clearance at
the ports of entry,” said a guid-

ancedocumentbytheGambian
drugregulator.

The guidelines state that
companieswouldhave to regis-
terasexporterstotheGambiaby
fillingout companydetails, pro-
vidingcopyofmanufacturingli-
cence,copyofWHOGMPcertifi-
cate,informationoftheGambian
importer,gettingitsmanufactur-
ing and warehouse sites in-
spected, and paying a one-time
non-refundablefeeofRs20,000.

Thereafter,thecompanieswill
have to raise inspection requests
foreveryconsignment.Theprod-
uctdocumentswillbechecked,a
physicalexaminationwillbecar-
riedouttocheckforproductlabel
compliance and shelf life, and a
sample for analysiswill be col-
lected.Thisinspectionwillbecar-
ried out once the products are
loadedontotheshippingcontain-
ers. The inspection costwill also
beborneby the exporter. “If the
exporter is not satisfiedwith the
results…theexporter shall have
an option to request for repeat
analysis,”theguidelinessay.

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

“IFPRESIDENT(JoeBiden)meets
with PrimeMinister (Narendra)
Modi, the protection ofMuslim
minorityinamajorityHinduIndia
issomethingworthmentioning,”
said formerAmerican President
BarackObamaonThursday.

Obamawas responding to a
question by CNN’s Christiane
Amanpour in an interview, on
howBiden should engagewith
leaderssuchasChinesePresident
Xi Jinping and PMModi,who is
considered“autocratic…illiberal
democrat”.

Obamasaid,“ThePOTUShasa
lotofequitiesandwhenIwasPO-
TUS, Iwoulddealwith figures, in
somecaseswhowereallies,who,
if youwouldpressme inprivate,
do they run their governments
andtheirpoliticalparties inways
thatIwouldsayareideallydemo-
cratic…Iwouldhavetosayno.”

But, he added, “You would
havetodobusinesswiththembe-
cause they are important for na-
tional security reasons, because
they are a rangeof economic in-
terests.IdealtwithChinaandPM
ModitogettheParisAccordsdone
because climate change tran-
scends anymomentary issues.”
However, he remarked that it
would be appropriate for Biden,
“toupholdthoseprinciplesandto
challenge,whetherbehindclosed
doorsorinpublic, trendsthatare
troubling”.

If hehada conversationwith
PM Modi, who he knew well,
Obamasaid,partofhisargument
wouldbe that if youdonot pro-
tecttherightsofethnicminorities

inIndia,thereisastrongpossibil-
itythatIndia,atsomepoint,starts
pullingapart. “Andwehaveseen
whathappenswhenyoustartget-
tinglargeinternalconflicts…That
wouldbecontrarytotheinterests
notonlyof theMuslimIndia,but
alsoHinduIndia.Ithinkit’simpor-
tanttobeabletotalkaboutthese
thingshonestly,”hesaid.

In January 2015, during his
speech at Delhi’s Siri Fort
Auditorium, a day after attend-
ing the Republic Day ceremony
as Chief Guest, Obama had ex-
pressedhisviewsonfreedomof
religion in India as well as in
America. “Across our two great
countries, we have Hindus and
Muslims, Christians and Sikhs,
and Jews and Buddhists and
Jainsandsomanyfaiths.Andwe
remember the wisdom of
Gandhiji, who said, ‘forme, the
different religions are beautiful
flowers from the same garden,
ortheyarebranchesof thesame
majestic tree’.”

“Our freedom of religion is
written intoour foundingdocu-
ments. It’s part of America’s very
first amendment.YourArticle25
saysthatallpeopleare'equallyen-
titled to freedomof conscience
andtherightfreelytoprofess,prac-
ticeandpropagatereligion.”

Inbothour countries— inall
countries—upholdingthisfunda-
mentalfreedomistheresponsibil-
ityofthegovernment,butit'salso
theresponsibilityofeveryperson.

“The peace we seek in the
world... finds its glorious expres-
sionwhenwe look beyond any
differencesinreligionortribe,and
rejoiceinthebeautyofeverysoul.
Andnowhereisthatmoreimpor-
tantthanIndia,”hehadsaid.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABADJUNE22

TELANGANA CHIEFMinister K
ChandrasekharRaoonThursday
inaugurated a housing project
for the urban poor and handed
over keys and ownership docu-
mentsof thetwo-bedroomflats
tofourbeneficiaries.The ‘dignity
housing colony’ has been built
by the state government at

Kollur, on the outskirts of
Hyderabad, in Sangareddy dis-
trict forthe homelessurbanbe-

lowpoverty line (BPL) families.
The colony has 15,660 two-

bedroom units—each 560 sq
feet— in 117 blocks. Each block
has two elevators. It is con-
structedon111acresandbuiltin
a 2.5-km radius. The colony is
planned with an outlay of Rs
1,489.29crore,and with25per
centof landismarkedforgreen-
ery,playgrounds,andrecreation
facilities.Facilitieslikededicated
cyclingandwalkingtracks,open

air gyms, indoor sports com-
plexes, multipurpose play-
ground,openairauditorium,and
Bathukamma festival ghats are
some of the features of the
colony. Housing Minister V
Prashant Reddy said that the
Kollur project is Asia’s largest
communityhousingprojectcon-
structedbyastategovernment.

TheCM,severalministersand
government officials spent over
anhourgoingaroundthecolony.

KCR inaugurates housing project for urban poor

Russiadistances
itself fromG20
tourismmeet’s
final outcome

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

RUSSIA HAS dissociated itself
fromtheG20Tourismministerial
meeting’s outcome document
owing to two paragraphs that
mentionand“deplore”thewarin
Ukraine and also call the use or
threatof useof nuclearweapons
as“inadmissible”.

The finaloutcomedocument
attheendofthefour-daytourism
working group andministerial
meetinginGoa—fromJune19to
22—says thatparas 1 to3and6
to 36 “have been unanimously
agreedtobyallG20delegations”.
However,regardingparagraphs4
and5, only the chair’s summary
wasreleased.

The two paragraphs were
takenfromtheBaliDeclarationis-
suedbyG20leadersinNovember
last year,which called for an im-
mediate end to theUkraine con-
flict, holding that “today's era
must not be of war”, echoing
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi's
message to Russian President
Vladimir Putin in their bilateral
meeting in Uzbekistan last
September.“Russiadisassociated
itselffromthestatusofthisdocu-
mentasacommonoutcomebe-
causeof references topara4and
5,”thedocumentmentions.

However, the G20 tourism
ministers “reaffirmedthe impor-
tanceofworking towards the full
recoveryof tourismfromthe im-
pactofCovid-19pandemicandad-
vancing theroleof tourisminac-
celerating the implementationof
theUnitedNations2030Agenda
forSustainableDevelopment”.

According to officials,more
than12tourismministers,includ-
ing those from the UK, South
Africa,UAE,Oman, SaudiArabia,

Turkey, Indonesia, Bangladesh
andMauritius, attended theG20
tourismministerialmeet inGoa.
China,whichdidn’t send its rep-
resentation to the last tourism
working group meeting in
Srinagar (alongwith Turkey and
Saudi Arabia), didn’t attend this
meetingaswell.

Besides China, Egypt – as a
G20guest country –didn’t send
its representation this timeafter
skipping the Srinagar meet.
Ministers fromG20 countries,
around 130 delegates, partici-
patedintheGoameeting.

Theministers unanimously
supportedthefivetourismprior-
ityareasidentifiedbyIndia’sG20
Presidency — Green Tourism;
Digitalisation, Skills, Tourism
MSMEs, and Destination
Management.

They also committed to ad-
vancing"genderequalityandem-
powerment ofwomen through
tourismpolicies and initiatives”.
The document said even as
womenaccountfor54percentof
the sector’s global labour force
worldwide, they tend tobe con-
centrated in the lowestpaid and
loweststatusjobsintourism,and
performalargeamountofunpaid
workinfamilytourismbusinesses.

InhismessagetotheG20min-
isters on Wednesday, PM
NarendraModi had underlined
that tourismhas thepotential to
createaharmonioussociety.“Itis
said that terrorismdivides, but
tourismunites,"hesaid.

Addressing reporters at the
conclusion of the event, Union
TourismMinisterGKishanReddy
saidtheGoaRoadmapforTourism
—another official document re-
leasedattheendofthemeeting—
willserveasasharedblueprintfor
G20nationstoachievethe17SDGs
identifiedbytheUN.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR, JUNE22

CHIEFMINISTERAshokGehloton
Thursdayapprovedaproposalto
give 50 per cent concession to
women passengers in all cate-
gories of Rajasthan State Road
Transport Corporation (RSRTC)
buseswithinthestate limits.

As per the proposal,
women/girls will be charged
half the fare for travelling in all
classesof RSRTCbuses.Atpres-
entwomen/girlsget50percent
concession in ordinary class
busesonly.

Inthe2023-24budget,Gehlot
had announced to increase the
concessioninordinaryroadways
busesfrom30to50percent.This
announcement was imple-
mentedfromApril1,2023.

SubsequentlyonMay25this
year, at the inauguration cere-
monyofthenewbusterminalat
Sindhi Camp in Jaipur, the CM
hadannouncedthatthisconces-
sionwill be implemented in all
categories of roadways buses.
Thishasnowbeenapproved.

AtGoameet,ministerssupport5priority
areasidentifiedbyIndia’sG20Presidency

KChandrashekarRao

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShahatapublicmeeting in
Durg,Chhattisgarh,onThursday.PTI

Shah highlights PM achievements
in Chhattisgarh, dubs CM ‘corrupt’

Baghel asks
HomeMinister
to banAdipurush

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR, JUNE22

CHHATTISGARHCHIEFMinister
BhupeshBaghelonThursdaytook
to Twitter to ask Union Home
MinisterAmitShahtoannouncea
banonthefilmAdipurush–abig-
budget adaptation of the
Ramayana that has been at the
centreofacontroversy.

In a Twitter postwelcoming
Shah to Chhattisgarh, the CM
wrote, “I humbly request that to-
dayitself,announcethebanonthe
film#Adipurush,whichspoilsthe
imageofRamayanaandPrabhu.”

The movie has faced back-
lash from several quarters, fol-
lowing which the filmmakers
havealteredsomedialoguethat
wasdeemedobjectionable.

Earlierthisweek,Baghelhad
criticisedthemovieforitsdepic-
tionofLordRamandHanuman.

Baghel had also taken a jibe
atright-winggroupsandtheBJP
with regard to themovie, alleg-
ing that the filmmakers were
closetothepartyandthegroups.
“If theproducerordirectorwere
different, BajrangDal andVisha
Hindu Parishadworkerswould
have been on the streets across
Indiabynow,”hehadsaid.

Gehlot nod to
50% concession
towomen in all
state buses

MODI
INU.S.
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‘Made-in-Surat’, eco-friendly diamond:
PMModi's gift to US First Lady Jill Biden

Protection of Muslim
minorities in India
worth mentioning,
Obama tells Biden

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

ON THE eve of the first joint
meeting of the Opposition par-
ties, scheduled for June 23 in
Patna, the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD)madepublic its president
Jayant Chaudhary’s decision to
skip the conclave due to a “pre-
decided familyprogramme”.

ThiscameaftertheJanataDal
(United), which is hosting the
meet, said Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati has not
been invited to theevent.

Meanwhile, theAamAadmi
Party (AAP)’s Bihar unit dis-
tanced itself from a poster in

Patna,whichclaimedthatDelhi
CM and AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal “would be Prime
Minister”whilecallingBiharCM
and JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar a
“confidantof PMModi”.

Onherpart,Mayawatihitout
at the Opposition gathering.
“EightyLokSabhaseatsinUPare
said to be the key to electoral
success, but it does not seem
from the attitude of the
Oppositionparties that theyare
serious and truly concerned
about their objective here.
Withouttherightpriorities,will
thepreparations for theLSelec-
tionsherereallybringaboutthe
necessarychange?"shesaidina
seriesof tweets inHindi.

The BSP supremo accused
boththeBJPandtheCongressof
not implementing the
ConstitutionasenvisionedbyBR
Ambedkar.

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC), whose chairperson
Mamata Banerjee, the West
BengalCM, first floated the idea
of holding a meeting of the
Opposition parties in Patna –
whileinvokingthesocialist icon
Jayaprakash Narayan – de-
scribed the Opposition’s joint
meet a "good beginning" in the
run-uptothe2024generalelec-
tions, underlining the signifi-
cance of the anti-BJP parties
uniting against "undemocratic
andauthoritarianpolicies".

Patna meet will unveil 2024
roadmap, say Opp leaders

Sri Lankan navy
arrests 22 Tamil
Nadu fishermen

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,JUNE23

THESRI Lankannavyarrested22
Indian fishermen anddetained
fourtrawlersinaspecialoperation
carried out in the early hours of
Thursday. According to the Sri
Lankannavy,fourIndiantrawlers
were seized fromthenorthwest
watersoffDelftIsland,Jaffna.

ArrestedIndianfishermenare
from Ramanathapuram and
PudukottaidistrictsofTamilNadu.
TheSriLankannavysaidtheirac-
tioncameasaresponsetocurbil-
licit fishingactivities threatening
thelocalmarineenvironmentand
livelihoodsoftheindigenousfish-
ingcommunity.

NAGPUR
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Defence to space, ties soar

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

BEFORE PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi’s meeting
ThursdaywithUSPresident Joe
Biden for official talks, the two
leaders discussed awide range
of issues at a private dinner
hosted by the US President and
FirstLady JillBidenat theWhite
HouseWednesdaynight.

AfterdinnerwiththeBidens,
PrimeMinisterModitweeted,“I
thank @POTUS @JoeBiden and
@FLOTUS@DrBiden forhosting
me at theWhite House today.
Wehadagreat conversationon

several subjects.”
Ministry of External Affairs’

official spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted, “When friends
meet! PM@narendramodi ar-
rives at the@WhiteHouse for a
private engagementwith@PO-
TUS @JoeBiden, @FLOTUS
@DrBiden and family. An occa-
sion for two leaderswho share
closebondsoffriendshiptocher-
ishspecialmoments together.”

An official statement by the
MEA said, “Prime Minister
NarendraModi attended a pri-
vate engagement hosted by US
President Joe Biden and First
Lady Dr Jill Biden on 21 June
2023 in theWhite House... he

alsomettheirimmediatefamily
members. The PM’s participa-
tion in this special engagement
reaffirms thewarm friendship
betweenour twocountries.”

OnThursday,aheadofPrime
Minister Modi’s meeting with
President Biden for the second
time in 12 hours,White House
officials said that about 7,000
people drawnmostly from the
Indian-American community
gathered at the White House
lawnstogreet the Indianleader.

This is one of largest gather-
ings at the South Lawns of the
White House — the last such
large gatheringwaswitnessed
during Pope Francis's visit to

Obama White House in
September2015.

According to the White
House,PresidentBiden,theFirst
Lady and PrimeMinisterModi
alsoenjoyedamusicaltributeto
the regions of India, performed
bydancers fromStudioDhoom,
a local Indian dance studio that
helpsconnectanewgeneration
to the vibrant culture of Indian
dance.

The two leaderswere joined
byUSNational SecurityAdvisor
Jake Sullivan and his Indian
counterpartAjitDoval, it said.

TheWhiteHousesaidthatat
the dinner, President Biden’s
favourite foods, pasta and ice

cream,wereservedamongother
delicacies.

Prime Minister Modi pre-
sented a special sandalwood
box, handcrafted by a master
craftsmanfromJaipur, to theUS
President. The box contains the
idol of Lord Ganesha and a diya
(oillamp),handcraftedbyafam-
ily of fifth-generation silver-
smiths fromKolkata.Modi also
gifteda7.5-caratlab-growndia-
mond to First Lady Jill Biden,
whichreflectsearth-mineddia-
monds’ chemical and optical
properties, alongwith a papier
mache box, known as kar-e-
kalamdani—inwhichtheGreen
diamond isplaced.

In return, the Bidens pre-
sented a handmade, antique
Americanbookgallery fromthe
early20thcenturyastheofficial
gifttoPrimeMinisterModi.They
also gifted a vintage American
camera, accompanied by an
archivalfacsimileprintofGeorge
Eastman’s Patent of the first
Kodakcamera,ahardcoverbook
onAmericanwildlife photogra-
phy, and a signed, first edition
copy of ‘Collected Poems of
RobertFrost’.

OnThursday, theBidenswill
host a StateDinner at the South
LawnoftheWhiteHouse,which
is expected to be attended by
400guests.

PMModigiftsa7.5-carat lab-growndiamondtoFirstLady
JillBidenduringadinnerwiththeBidensonWednesday.

Modi, Bidens bond over ice cream, pasta; lab diamond among PM’s gifts

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

INDIANANDAmerican startups
will nowbe able to co-develop
and co-produce advanced tech-
nologies, including in areas of
spaceartificialintelligence,under
the India-United StatesDefence
AccelerationEcosystem(INDUS-
X) which was launched at an
event inWashingtonThursday.

The launch coincided with
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
three-day State visit to the US.
Whatmakesthelaunchcriticalis
that it comeswithinmonths of
operationalising the US-India
InitiativeonCriticalandEmerging
Technologies (iCET) – NSA Ajit
DovalmethisUScounterpartJack
SullivaninFebruary.Severalstart-
upsofbothcountriesareworking
inareasofcriticaltechnologies.

In a statement, the US
DepartmentofDefensesaid the
INDUS-Xwillvitalisedefencein-
dustrial cooperation between
the two countries and unlock
new innovations in technology
andmanufacturing.

“INDUS-Xwillcreatejobsfor
working families in both coun-
tries and promote global peace,
security,andprosperity,” it said.

Postthelaunchevent, theUS
Department of Defense and the
IndianMinistry of Defencewel-
comed a collaboration agenda
outlininginitiativesthat INDUS-
Xstakeholderswouldspearhead.

“These initiatives comple-
ment existing government-to-
government collaboration and
includejointprizechallengesfor
start-ups, roundtable events,
mentor-protege initiatives be-
tweenmajor primes and start-
ups, and the formation of a
SeniorAdvisoryGroup,” it said.

The collaboration agenda
lists points likementor-protege
partnerships for startupsbyde-
fencefirmsofbothcountries,ac-
ademic and startup program-
ming partnerships with
universitiesandcollaborationof
startups with defencemajors’
supplychains.

It also mentions possible
public-private partnerships,
such as innovation, testing, and
certificationlabsandcentresfor
defence startup collaboration, a
joint innovation fund forwhich
privateinvestorswillbeengaged
togarnersupportforinvestment
indefenceanddual-usestartups,
easingregulationsforcross-bor-

der development and trade as
well as standardisationof Indo-
US certifications for technology
startups.

Both sides also said that IN-
DUS-Xwill catalyse innovation
and help equip both countries’
armed forceswith the capabili-
ties they need to defend a free
andopen Indo-Pacific.

In his keynote address at the
event, Frank Kendall, US
SecretaryoftheAirForce,saidthe
India-USrelationshipisgrowing
exponentiallyandthere isenor-
mous potential for startups of
both nations to collaborate in
deeptechinnovations,especially
in the Space and Artificial
Intelligence(AI)domains.

AnuragBajpai, JointSecretary
(DefenceIndustriesPromotion)in
theMinistry of Defence, said the
launch of iCETwas a landmark
event in India-US relationship,
addingthatthiswasanopportune
moment for this event, as the
leadersofthetwolargestandold-
estdemocraciesoftheworldmeet
in Washington. Bajpai led the
Indiandelegationat thetwo-day
eventonJune20-21.

Stressingon theco-develop-
ment and co-production of ad-
vanced technologies by Indian
andtheUSstartups,heaskedthe
participants to developmecha-
nisms for future collaboration
acrossindustries,academia,and
investors while also giving an
overviewoftheMakeinIndiaini-
tiativeof theModigovernment.

Theeventincludedrepresen-
tativesfrommorethan30USand
Indian startups, as well as gov-
ernment, business, academic,
and thought leaders in wide-
ranging discussions to advance
cutting-edgetechnologycooper-
ationbetweenthecountries’de-
fence industrial ecosystems, ac-
cordingtotheUSDoDstatement.

The eventwas co-organised
by Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX), Ministry of
Defence,DepartmentofDefense
and hosted by the US-India
Business Council (USIBC), the
Ministry of Defence said in a
statement.

Innovative technologies de-
velopedby Indian andUS start-
ups were jointly showcased at
theevent.

FifteenIndianand10USstart-
ups, working in the domains of
maritime, AI, autonomous sys-
tems,andspace,showcasedtheir
technologies to Indian and US
stakeholders.

PMNarendraModiwithPresidentJoeBiden,FirstLadyJillBiden,V-PKamalaHarris andothersattheStateArrivalCeremonyinWhiteHouse,Thursday.Reuters

INDUS-X is unveiled,
startups to boost ties
in defence, innovation

Education a cornerstone of bond
between India and US: Jill Biden
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
WASHINGTON,JUNE22

EDUCATION IS a cornerstone of
thebondbetweenIndiaandthe
US, First Lady Jill Biden has said
as she praised PrimeMinister
NarendraModi forprovidingan
opportunitytoall Indians,espe-
cially girls, to pursue education
andenhance their skills.

Theseremarksweremadeby
Jill onWednesdaywhereModi
andtheFirstLadyparticipatedin
the'SkillingForFutureEvent'or-
ganisedby theNational Science
Foundation (NSF).

TheNSF is headedby Indian
American Dr Sethuraman
Panchanathan.

The visit to the organisation
washostedby Jill Biden.

"Prime Minister (Modi), I
know that education is an issue
close to your heart—just as it is
forme. Yourwork to ensure all
Indians—especially girls—have
theopportunitytopursueaned-

ucation and gain the skills they
need forourmodernworkforce
is so important," she said in a
statement.

"It's exciting to be able to
showyousomeoftheinnovative
programsour schools andbusi-
nesses are creating for students
here," shesaid.

"...Ifwewantoureconomies
tobestrong,weneedtoinvestin
the young people who are our
future.We need to ensure they
have theopportunities theyde-
serve," she said. "Education is a
cornerstone of the bond be-
tween India and the US — one
we hope to keep building and
strengthening. Our universities
arepartnering together, leading
research, and creating appren-
ticeships and internships that
span theocean.”

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
WASHINGTON, JUNE22

THEINDIANdiasporaturnedout
in large numbers on a rainy
Thursdaymorning at the South
LawnoftheWhiteHousetowit-
nesstheceremonialwelcomeof
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
byPresidentJoeBidenonhisfirst
statevisithere.

Invitations for the ceremo-
nial welcomewere sent out to
nearly8,000membersof thedi-
aspora and Indian American
community for the historic cer-
emonialwelcome.

A drizzle was no dampener
to the enthusiasm of themem-
bers of the diaspora, many of
whomtravelledovernight from
differentpartsof theUS,as they
waved the flagof the twocoun-
triesandraisedslogans.

"What a great sight it is. It is
likeafestival,"HiteshShah,who
camefromBoston, said.

Slogans like ‘Vande
Mataram’, ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’
and'Modi,Modi'wentuptheair
amidamoodof cheer.

SomepeopletookChartered
flights from Texas, a group of
people drove from Tennessee,
and people flew in from
Californiaandotherstatesforthe
historicevent.

PrimeMinisterModiarrived
here onWednesday on the sec-
ond leg of hismaiden state visit
to the US duringwhich hewill
hold bilateral talks with
President Biden and address a
jointsessionof theUSCongress.

Prime Minister Modi and
President Biden had a one-on-
onemeetingintheOvalOfficeof
theWhite House on Thursday
before holding high-level talks
to further boost the growing
Indo-USstrategicrelationsinar-
eas likedefence,spaceandcriti-
cal technologies.

The day began with
PresidentBidenandFirstLadyJill
Biden greeting PrimeMinister
Modi for the Official Arrival
Ceremony on the South Lawn
whichincludeda21-gunsalute.

VicePresidentKamalaHarris
and the Second Gentleman
DougEmhoff attendedthewel-
comeceremony. Thereafter, the
leaders of the two largest
democraciesof theworldhelda
bilateral meeting in the Oval
Office. They later addressed a
joint press conference. There,
Modi said that India and theUS
can contribute towards global
peace,stabilityandprosperityas
heassertedthat forthepartner-
shipbetweenthetwocountries,
"even thesky isnot the limit".

First lady JillBidenandPM
NarendraModiduringa
visit to theNationalScience
Foundation inAlexandria,
VirginiaonWednesday.AP

Drizzle no
dampener
as diaspora
turns up in
thousands

Idolof LordGaneshaandadiya, bothmadeof silver

Ajyadaan:Ghee
sourcedfrom
Punjab

Bhudaan:Apiece
of sandalwood
fromMysuru

Dhaanyadaan:
Long-grainedrice
fromUttarakhand

Gaudaan:Asilver
coconut from
WestBengal

Guddaan:
Jaggery from
Maharashtra

Vastradaan:
Handwoven
tussarsilk

from
Jharkhand

Hiranyadaan:A
goldcoincrafted

inRajasthan

Lavandaan:
Lavanorsalt
fromGujarat

Raupyadaan:A
silvercoinfrom

Rajasthan

Tildaan:Tilor
whitesesame
seeds fromTN

PTI

INSIDEPM’SGIFTBOX

Agirlwaitsat theWhite
HouseSouthLawnduring
theStateArrivalCeremony
forPMModionThursday.AP

AMONG THE PEOPLE
PMNarendraModimeetswiththe Indiandiaspora inWashingtonDC,onWednesday.PTI

AMITABHSINHA
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

INAdecision thatwill bring the
two countries’ space pro-
grammes closer than ever be-
fore, India on Thursday an-
nounced its decision to sign the
Artemis Accords, a US-led al-
lianceseekingtofacilitate inter-
national collaboration inplane-
taryexplorationandresearch.

Inarelateddevelopment,the
Indian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) will partner the
NationalAeronauticsandSpace
Administration (NASA) insend-
ing a joint mission to the
International Space Station, a
permanent laboratory in space,
next year. It was not immedi-
ately clear whether the joint

missionwouldincludeanIndian
astronaut to thespacestation.

The Artemis Accords, estab-
lishedbytheUSandsevenpart-
ner countries in October 2020,
are a set of 13 principles that
seektopromotepeacefulandco-
operative exploration of space.
Thesignatorycountriesagreeto
abidebytheseprinciplesthatare
mostly a reiteration of estab-
lishedinternationallawonspace
exploration, likeacommitment
nottousespaceformilitarypur-
poses,apromisetocooperateon
mattersof safetyof spaceassets
and astronauts, and a willing-
nesstosharescientificdatafrom
spacemissions.

TheAccordshavebeensigned
by26countriestillnow,including
traditional US allies like Japan,
Australia,UK,FranceandCanada.

Crucially,ChinaandRussiaare
notpartofthisinitiative,because
ofwhichitissometimesseenasa
US-ledspacealliance,promoting
US interests in the space sector.
Both Russia and China had ex-
pressed reservationswhen the
Accordscameintobeing.

The Artemis Accords are
closelylinkedtoNASA’sArtemis
programme that is aimed at re-
turningtothemoon,settingupa
permanent station there, and
then using it for deep space ex-
ploration. NASA is also keen to
emphasisethattheArtemispro-
gramme will take the first
woman, and the “first personof
color”, to themoon.

As part of the programme,
NASA launched the Artemis-1
mission on November 16 last
year, sending an unmanned

Orionspacecraftaboarditsnew-
age heavy duty rocket called
SpaceLaunchSystemorSLS.The
Orion spacecraft went around
the moon and came back to
EarthonDecember11 lastyear.

India’ssign-uptotheArtemis
Accordsdoesnotmeananauto-
maticpartnershipintheArtemis
programme,but itdoesopenup
possibilities of much closer co-
operation between the space
agenciesof thetwocountries.

If theother agreement about
sending a joint mission to the
InternationalSpaceStation,which
is separate from the signing of
Artemis Accords, fructifies next
year,itcouldpotentiallybeIndia’s
earlychanceof sending itsastro-
nautsinspace.India’sownhuman
spaceflight programme,
Gaganyaan,hasbeendelayed.

Coming, Artemis Accords, ISRO-NASAmission

NAGPUR
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A STEP FORWARD
All-partymeetonManipur iswelcome. Itaffirmsshared
stakes, couldoffera roadmaptorestoreandrebuildpeace

THECENTRE'SDECISIONtocall anall-partymeetingonManipur, thoughbe-
lated,isastepintherightdirection.SoisCongressleaderSoniaGandhi'ssober
appeal for peace: She avoided blame-laying and underlined the “human
tragedy”thathaslefta“deepwound”forthenation.Theattemptssofartome-

diatepeacebetweentheMeiteisof the ImphalValleyandtheKuki-Zomitribeswholive
inthehills that ringtheValley,havenotyieldedresults.Thecontinuingviolenceandthe
deepeningethnicschismscall forallpartiestoriseabovepartisaninterestsandworkto-
gether to rebuild trustamongthewarringcommunities.

At least 110peoplehavedied and thousandsdisplaced fromtheir homes in the eth-
nic violence since earlyMay. Central forces have been battling bothmobs and snipers,
whohave taken control of the streets. UnionHomeMinister Amit Shahhad visited the
state for four days inMay andmet a cross-section of the population. He spoke about a
15-daywindowforpoliticalgroupstogiveuparmsandgiveachancetoeffortstorestore
peace. But the initiatives that Shah announced— for instance, constitution of a peace
committee— have failed to take off in the polarised environment. The deep suspicion
amongcommunities, entrenchedfurtherbyviolenceandrampantrumours,hasmeant
thatanypeacenegotiationmayhavetobemediatedbyactorsfromoutsidethestate.The
BJP-led state government is perceived as partisan and the party's legislative unit is di-
videdonethnic lines.Mobsontherampagehavetargetedrulingparty leaders forrefus-
ingtosidewiththemopenly—thehomeofUnionministerRKRanjanSinghandtheof-
ficialquartersofKangpokpiMLAandstateministerNemchaKipgenweresetonfire.State
institutionssuchasthepoliceandbureaucracyareseenascompromised.ChiefMinister
BirenSinghisnowacontroversialanddiscreditedfigure,havingfailedtowinoverthecon-
fidenceof thewholestateandleadtheadministrationinawaythat is fairandseentobe
so too.This,perhaps, is the reasonwhythestatecouldnotbuildonthehope thatShah's
visithadgenerated.

It is ironic thatDelhi is todayseenasaneutralarbiter inManipur,whichhashosteda
largenumberof separatistgroups.Theall-partymeetingcould tapthisemergentgood-
will andpersuade theestrangedethnicgroups to sit across the talks table. Themessage
mustgoouttoManipurthatthecountryisconcernedaboutthelossof livesanddestruc-
tionofhomes.AsSoniaGandhisaid, “It isheartbreakingtowitnessourbrothersandsis-
terswhohavecoexistedpeacefullyturnagainsteachother.ThehistoryofManipurstands
testament toher ability toembracepeopleof all ethnicities, religions andbackgrounds,
and themyriadpossibilities of adiverse society.”Manipurneeds to retrieve lost ground
andrebuildpeace. Theall-partymeetwill, hopefully,providea roadmap.

PATNA, POST-PATNA
ThatOpposition isgetting together insameroomayearbefore
2024 isaheadline,but theyhavetoscriptamulti-layeredstory

SOMETHINGMAYBE stirringwithin the ranks of Opposition parties ahead of
2024andFriday'sgrandget-togetherinPatnacouldgiveearlyintimationsofthe
shift. Bihar ChiefMinisterNitishKumar is bound to cut a striking figure as he
playshost,mediator,andpossiblefulcrum.Afterall,Nitishwasonceprojected

asapotential faceof thenationalalternativetoNarendraModiafterhewalkedhisparty
out of its alliancewith theBJP because ofModi's rise, but he thenwent back to theBJP-
ledNDAbeforehebrokeupwithitagain.Nitish'spoliticalsomersaults,however,areun-
likely to set off anymore ripples. Even thoughhe took the lead in getting parties across
thepolitical spectrumtoagreetoshareastage, thedrivingforcefor themegameeting is
much larger thanhim. Events such asRahulGandhi's disqualification fromParliament,
andManishSisodia'sarrest,mayhaveplayedabiggerroleinbringingtogetherpartiesthat
havemadeapoint so farof notbeingseen ineachother's company, like theAamAadmi
PartyandCongress, for thePatnaphoto-op.

The real challenge will begin after the photo-op. This is not the first time that
Oppositionpartiesareattemptinga jointplatformtotakeonthedominantrulingparty.
But the anti-BJP alliance that is being put together now is against a governmentwith a
many-layeredappealthathasdecisivelywontwotermsattheCentre,andpostedseveral
electoral successes inthestates. It isheadedbya leaderwhosepopularityremainshigh.
Today,Oppositionpartiesmustdealwiththechallengesof jointness—seat-sharing,iden-
tifying a common leader and a commonminimumprogramme— in a polity that is far
moresplintered,hassharplydefinedregionalarenas,andthereforemanymoreturfwars.
Moreover,theCongress,forlongonadownswing,seemstohavefoundnewenergywithin
aftertheBharatJodoYatra,andnewconfidencewithoutaftertheKarnatakavictory.That
couldposeproblemsforagroupingwhichincludespartiesthatareclaimingtheCongress
space,or those thatare locked incombatwith it in thestates.

WilltheCongressbreakitsreticenceontheCentralordinancethatseekstoparedown
thepowers of Delhi'sAAPgovernment?Will non-BJPpartiesmake commoncauseonly
oncommonspectreslikecentralmisuseofagenciesagainstpoliticalopponents,orwillthey
alsosaysomethingonnationalissueslikethecontinuingcrisisinManipur?Howmuchof
thegrandalliancewillbeapre-pollpact,andhowmuchwill it leavetopost-electioncon-
figurations?TheanswerstothosequestionsandotherscouldstartcominginfromPatna.

MASCOT OF RECORD
SylvesterdaCunha, creatorof iconicAmulgirl, gavethis

countrysome ‘utterlybutterlydelicious’ satire

IRREVERENCESELLS.THISisespeciallysowhenitcomesfromaloveableiconand
touchesontheissuesof thedaywithbutterysmoothnessintimeswhenself-cen-
sorship reigns and satire is receding. It is unlikely that Sylvester daCunha, who
died inMumbai on Tuesday, realised the impact his creationwould havewhen

he first conceivedof the “Amulgirl” in1966.Yet, the child in thepolka-dotteddresshas
beenmore than just a brand ambassador for an “utterly, butterly, delicious” product.
Whilesellingbutter,shebecameareflectionof,andabarometerfor,acountry'szeitgeist.

TheAmulgirlhasbornewitness tosomeof themostsignificantevents in independ-
entIndia.Theadshave,attimes,parsedthenewstopulloffapunchlinethathitattheheart
of thematter.OnRahulGandhi'sfamous(or, infamous,dependingonyourpolitical lean-
ings)huginParliamentinJuly2018,thecaptionread,“embracingyaembarrassing?”The
wit pioneered by daCunha also invited controversy and outrage, for poking fun at the
powers-that-beandforseemingtooedgy:The1976adpokingfunattheEmergency'sster-
ilisationdrivewasput out at some risk, andaplayofwords around theGanpati festival
invited the ireof theShivSena in the1980s. Yet, day inanddayout, theAmulgirl found
ways to turnheadlines into taglines.

WhendaCunhacameupwiththeAmulgirl,withinputsfromfounderVergheseKurien,
themedia as awholewasnot the behemoth it is today. And thepre-liberalisation state
waslargerandmoreoverbearing.Yet,notonlydidthegirlsurvivewithallherirreverence
intact, she thrived.Now, in theageofmemes, internet shutdownsandsmartmachines,
daCunhacanresteasyknowingthathisworkwill findwaystosellbutterwhile takinga
stabor twoat thepowers thatbe for sometimetocome.

THE22NDLAWCommissionof Indiahasde-
cided to solicit the views of the public and
recognised religiousorganisationsabout the
UniformCivil Code (UCC). In a public notice,
theCommissionheadedbyformerKarnataka
High Court Chief Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi
stated:“Initially the21stLawCommissionof
India had examined the subject of Uniform
Civil Code and solicited the views of all the
stakeholders throughitsappealalongwitha
questionnairedatedOctober7,2016andfur-
ther…(periodic)publicappeals.Pursuantto
theaboveoverwhelmingresponseshavebeen
received by the Commission. The 21st Law
Commission of India has issued a consulta-
tion paper on the Reformof Family Lawon
August31,2018.Sincemorethanthreeyears
have lapsed from thedate of issuance of the
said consultationpaper, bearing inmind the
relevanceandimportanceof thesubjectand
also various court orders on the subject, the
LawCommissionofIndiaconsidereditexpe-
dienttodeliberateafreshoverthesubject.”

TheCommissionwas referring to a con-
sultation paper on “Reform of Family Law”
byitspredecessor. Inthepaper,the21stLaw
Commission, headed by former Supreme
Court judgeBalbirSinghChauhan,heldthat
the “formulation of a Uniform Civil Code is
neithernecessarynordesirableatthisstage”.
Itsrecommendationswerefar-reaching.The
Commission had commented, “Mere exis-
tenceofdifferencedoesnot implydiscrimi-
nation, but is indicative of a robust democ-
racy”. It had noted thatmost countries are
movingtowardstherecognitionofdifference
inplaceof legalprovisions thatare founded
on uniformity between culturally diverse
people—theseareunfair to theweakerand
vulnerable sections.

Therewasmuchthatwaspragmaticinthe
2IstLawCommission's recommendations. It
underlined that rather than enacting aUCC,
familylawsofeveryreligionmustbereformed
tomakethemgender-just.Ittalkedaboutthe
uniformity of rights, not laws. The
Commission’sconsultationpaperemphasised
that celebration of diversitymust not disad-

vantagespecificgroupsand“womenmustbe
guaranteedtheirfreedomoffaithwithoutany
compromise on their right to equality”. The
paperthenproceededtorecommendaseries
ofreformsinthepersonallawsofallreligions
aswellas thesecular lawsthatplacewomen
andchildrenatadisadvantage.

Thosewhowereunderthemisconception
that a UCC must be enforced to “teach
Muslimsalesson”wereinforarudeshockas
theLawCommissionrefrained frommaking
anyrecommendationsontripletalaq,Muslim
bigamyortheconstitutionalvalidityofadul-
teryunderSection497of the IPCsince these
issueswerebeforeeither theSupremeCourt
orParliament.Hence, themost significantof
the21stLawCommission'srecommendations
wereabouttheeconomicrightsofwomen.

Whilediscussingindividualpersonallaw
regimes, the Commission criticised the
Hindu coparcenary system — the Hindu
UndividedFamily (HUF)property. Its report
commentedthatthissystemwasbeingused
only for tax evasion. It recommended the
abolition of theHindu coparcenary system.
“Itishightimeitisunderstoodthatjustifying
thisinstitutiononthegroundofdeep-rooted
sentiments at the cost of the country’s rev-
enuesmay not be judicious,” the 21st Law
Commissionheld.

The report expressed concern about the
discrimination suffered bywomen inmat-
tersof inheritanceinallpersonallaws.Itsug-
gested thecodificationof theMuslim lawof
inheritance and succession and bringing in
uniform provisions of succession for Shias
andSunnis.Itheldthatsuccessionandinher-
itance shouldbebasedon “proximity to the
deceasedratherthanapreferencetomaleag-
nates”. Further, a Muslimwidow, even if
childless, should inherit the property of the
deceasedasaClass Iheir.

Another property-related matter ad-
dressed by the report pertained to the divi-
sion ofmatrimonial property upondivorce.
Whilesuggestingthat“no-faultdivorce”must
be introduced in all personal laws, the Law
Commissionrecommendedthatallproperty

acquiredaftermarriagemustbedividedbe-
tweenthetwopartiesafterthedissolutionof
amarriage. The property-related provision
addressed an important concern that was
raised after theUPAgovernment had intro-
duced aBill in Parliament in 2010 that had a
provisiononthe“irretrievablebreakdownof
marriage”— theBill lapsed in2014.Another
important recommendationof the21st Law
Commissionwas about the rights a person
withdisabilitieshas inamarriage.

The Commissionmade an interesting
comment about Muslim polygamy:
“Although polygamy is permittedwithin
Islam, it is a rare practice among Indian
Muslims. On the other hand, it is frequently
misused by persons of other religionswho
convert asMuslims solely to solemnise an-
othermarriage.” This comment resonates
withtheSupremeCourt'sobservationinSarla
Mudgal etc. vs the Union of India (1995).
Referring to the issue of conversion and
bigamy, theCourthadrecommendedenact-
ingaUCC.

Ontheissueofcustodyandguardianship,
the Law Commission stressed that courts
mustfollowtheprincipleofthe“bestinterest
of thechild”. Thereportalsohadseveral rec-
ommendations regarding the rights of Parsi
andChristianwomenandthosemarriedun-
dertheSpecialMarriageAct.

In the five years since the 21st Law
Commissionsubmitteditsreport,thegovern-
menthasnotfolloweduponanyofitsrecom-
mendations.

The 22nd LawCommissionwas notified
in February 2020but itwas formally consti-
tuted inNovember lastyear. InFebruary this
year,theCentreextendeditstermtoAugust31,
2024. Legal scholars doubt whether the
Commissionwill find justifiable grounds in
this short period to overturn the sound rea-
soning of its predecessor and declare that a
UCC is not only desirable but also necessary
atthisstage.

Thewriter isa legalscholarandwomen’s
rights lawyer

There is much that is
pragmatic about the 21st
Law Commission’s
recommendations. It
underlined that rather than
enacting a UCC, family laws
of every religion must be
reformed to make them
gender-just. It talked about
the uniformity of rights, not
laws. The Commission's
consultation paper
emphasised that celebration
of diversity must not
disadvantage specific groups
and ‘women must be
guaranteed their freedom of
faith without any
compromise on their right to
equality’. The paper then
proceeded to recommend a
series of reforms in the
personal laws of all religions
as well as the secular laws
that place women and
children at a disadvantage.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA
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It is opposition thatmakes
us productive.

— JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHETHEEDITORIALPAGE

CENTRE VS AKALI DAL
THEGOVERNMENTMADEitspositiononthe
Akali demands clear and put the blame on
their leadership for ending negotiations.
However, it has reiterated that doors for ne-
gotiationswithAkalis are still open and ex-
pressedthehopethatitwillreconsider.Home
Minister P C Sethi, expressed the govern-
ment’swillingnesstorefertheterritorialand
riverwaters’disputestoseparatetribunals.

FIREARM PUNISHMENT
PUNISHMENTFORVIOLATIONofprovisions

oftheArmsActweremademorestringentin
anordinanceissuedbythePresident.Under
the ordinance theminimumpenalty for il-
legalmanufactureandsaleofarmsandam-
munitionwillbethreeyearsimprisonment.
Anofficialannouncementsaidthestepshad
been necessitated by the increasing inci-
denceofcrimeinvolvingtheuseof firearms.

J&K RESULT ANNULLED
THE ELECTIONCOMMISSION annulled the
resultof theDodaAssemblyconstituency in
JammuandKashmironthegroundthatthere
had been unprecedented rigging andmal-

practicesinsomepollingbooths.TheElection
CommissionSecretary,RPBhalla,announced
thatthecommissionhad,followingadetailed
inquiry,orderedarepollin16ofthe81polling
booths inDodaconstituency.

INDIA IN WC FINAL
Indiaenteredthefinalsof thePrudentialCup
for the first timewith a six-wicket victory
overEngland in their semi-final encounter.
Indiascored217forfourin554oversagainst
England’s 213 all out. Indiawillmeet hold-
ersWest Indies who beat Pakistan in their
semi-final.

JUNE 23, 1983, FORTYYEARSAGO

Gita Press did a yeoman
service to Hindu society in
reviving and sustaining
everyday Hinduism among
the masses in the fast-
changing 20th century and
kept the younger generations
rooted in the Hindu religion-
cultural framework. With
vividly illustrated pages, the
iconography promoted by
Gita Press had the same
impact on the Hindu
imagination of the divine
that the words of Bhakti
poets once did. Since 1923, it
has sold 930 million copies
of over 1,850 religious books
in 15 languages.

AN ELITIST RESPONSE
Opposition toGandhiPeacePrize forGitaPress showsCongress inpoor light

AT THE BEGINNING of the 20th century, it
waswidely held that the destiny of Hindus
was to fade away and their lands absorbed
intoeithertheIslamicorWesternreligio-cul-
tural zones. A polycentric and archaic soci-
ety rivenbynumerous social fault lineshad
nochance towithstand themodern-indus-
trialworldandaresurgentIslamicimperial-
ismintheSubcontinent.Butthelastcentury
witnessed the strengthening of the Hindu
cultural and civilisational resurgence and
consolidation of Hindu polity, culminating
intheformationofaHindunation,albeitnot
aHindustate.

Thenewlyemergentnon-traditionalcen-
tresofHindureligiosityplayedanimportant
role.Theestablishmentof theGitaPresswas
partof thiswidespectrum,rangingfromre-
formisttorevivalistmovementsandinstitu-
tions. Its impactwasimmenseforthreerea-
sons: Firstwas the adoption of Hindi as the
mediumof printing religious texts; second
wasitsaffordabilityandthird,thecollection
andcompilationofevenlesser-knowntexts,
making themaccessible tomostHindus for
the first time.

GitaPressdemocratisedaccesstoHindu
religious texts throughmass printing and
professionaltranslationintoeasyHindi.Even
a low-income household could now afford
tobuysacred texts likeSrimadBhagavatam
orRamayan.Upanishads,YogaDarshanand
ShrimadBhagavadGitabecamecomprehen-
sible to themiddle class and anyone inter-
ested in the subject. It also popularised the
worksofpoet-saintswritinginregionallan-
guagesat thepan-India level.

GitaPressdidayeomanservicetoHindu
society in reviving and sustaining everyday

Hinduism among the masses in the fast-
changing20thcenturyandkepttheyounger
generationsrootedintheHindureligion-cul-
tural framework.With vividly illustrated
pages, the iconography promoted by Gita
Press had the same impact on the Hindu
imagination of the divine that thewords of
Bhaktipoetsoncedid.Since1923, ithassold
930million copies of over 1,850 religious
books in15languages.

The decision to confer theGandhi Peace
Prize toGita Press at its centennial has been
widelywelcomed.ThesuccessofGitaPressin
emphasising themoral and ethical frame-
work and everyday Dharma, goals close to
Gandhiji'sheart,makesitthemostdeserving
candidatefortheaward.Gandhihimselfwas
a regular contributor to themagazineof the
GitaPress.Theworldviewandinterpretation
of textspropagatedbytheGitaPressarealso
closetoGandhi's religiosity;hisdebatesand
disagreementswiththeeditorsonseveralso-
cialandpolitical issuesnotwithstanding.

Butwhatissurprisingisthehostilestand
of the Congress party. Perhaps the new
CongressunderRahulGandhihascompletely
shifted towards theextremeleftwith itsan-
tipathy towards anything Hindu. Congress
was thedefaultpartyof theHindus forclose
to a century, butnow it seems tohavegiven
upanyattempttoregainitslostconstituency.

The opposition toGita Press stems from
anaversiontowardsallHindutextsbyasec-
tionofthepopulationandoldelites.Thecrit-
ics hide behind the argument that it pro-
motes an orthodox version of Hinduism,
reinforcescasteandgenderhierarchies,and
contributestoHindunationalism.Butthein-
terpretation of religious texts is subjective

and a matter of continuous negotiations
within theHindu discourse. The role of the
GitaPressisprimarilythatofapublisher,not
anarbiterof social change. It isuptosociety
andindividuals to interpretandapply them
inamoderncontext.

SounlessonearguesthatprintingHindu
textsandmakingthemaccessibleisundesir-
able,oppositionmakeslittlesense.Curiously,
religioustextsofotherreligionsareneverop-
posedonsuchgrounds.AndHindunational-
ism, or Hindutva, has long been at logger-
headswith theorthodoxy, especially on the
issue of caste. Gita Press can't be accused of
promotingbothsimultaneously.Criticswho
arguethatitpromotesamonolithicversionof
Hinduismoverlook that itmakesavailable a
wide rangeof texts fromdifferent traditions
withinHinduism.

The Opposition has adopted the fatal
strategy of imposing a culturalwar in India
like the ones raging acrossWestern liberal
democracies.BeittheSengol,GitaPress,Ram
Mandir or the issue of forced conversions,
they seem to have concluded that only de-
Hinduisationcanpavethepathtotheirelec-
toralvictory.Buttheyarethenbettingagainst
history. I remember during a discussion in
2013,members of the liberal establishment
smuglyarguedthatDelhi'selitesocietyisfully
immersedinSufimusicandpracticesandar-
rogantlydismissedanyspaceforHinducon-
cerns.Within a year, theywere in for a rude
shock.AndsinceGitaPresshasplayedapiv-
otalroleinpreservingandmaintainingIndia's
Hinducore, their rage isunderstandable.

Thewriter isNationalVicePresidentofBJYM,
theyouthwingof theBJP

Abhinav Prakash

OnUniformCivilCode,LawCommissionwill findit
toughtorefuterecommendationsof itspredecessor

Uniform rights, not laws

FlaviaAgnes

NAGPUR
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“Bangladesh has been quite generous as a host so far. However, amid its current
economic crisis, it will not be possible for us to bear this burden... We, therefore,
urge donors to keep providing the necessary funds for the Rohingya until their
safe and dignified repatriation to their homeland.” — THEDAILYSTARTHE IDEASPAGE
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The speech in US
I wish the PM gave

CHINA’S VOTE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Chinese hurdle’ (IE, June 22). Chinese
workers in Pakistan have suffered due
to terror attacks. On July 13, 2021, 10
Chinese engineerswere killed and 26
seriously injuredinKohistan.Chinaex-
tracted $11.9million from Pakistan as
compensation to be paid to the ag-
grieved. It seems both countries have
forged some understanding on the is-
sue.So,blockingthemastermindof the
26/11Mumbai terror attack SajidMir
fromthelistofglobalterroristsisanun-
fairtactic.Thisunethicalsupporttoter-
rorismmaybackfire.

SubhashVaid,NewDelhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Chinese hurdle’ (IE, June 22). It seems
thatChinawillneverstopprotectingter-
rorists.OnTuesday,itblockedaproposal
todesignatePakistan-basedLeTterror-
ist SajidMir as a global terrorist by the
UNSC.Miriswantedforhisinvolvement
in the 26/11Mumbai terror attacks.
Chinashouldjoinhandswiththerestof
theworldinbringingterroristslikehim
to justice. Instead of trying to appease
Pakistan,Chinashouldresolvetouproot
theterrorismacross theworld.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

REBUILD TRUST
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Shah calls
all-partymeetingon June24todiscuss
Manipur’(IE,June22).Thestategovern-
mentmust act swiftly,with thehelpof
the Centre, to bring back normalcy by
increasing patrolling in riot-hit areas,
providingrelieftodisplacedpeopleand
cutting thewings ofmilitant outfits. A
plan for the return of those displaced
mustalsobeformulated.Theonusnow
liesonthecivilsocietymemberstowork
towardsrebuildinginter-communityre-
lations.

VandanaChopra,Chandigarh

IN BAD TASTE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘A relation-
ship turned sour’ (IE, June 21). It is not
only ironic but also heartbreaking that
a prize established in the name of
GandhihasbeengiventotheGitaPress,
theveryorganisation forwhichhewas
ananathema,andwhichdoesn'tbelieve
inhisprinciplesofSanatanDharma.This
isanotherattemptbytheModigovern-
menttounderminetheGandhianideol-
ogy and philosophy — usurping his
nameandlegacy—whilepromotingthe
Hindutva ideologyofBJPandRSS.

KantiKumar,Dehradun

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

GIVENTHEDECLINEofmost institutions in
India, including the judiciary, federalism
mayappearasanantidotetotheincreasing
concentration of power in the hands of a
few. The results of the elections to the
Karnatakaassemblyseemtohaveprovided
somehopeonthis count.But theoptimism
needs tobe tempered.

As the Chief Minister of Gujarat from
2001 to 2014, NarendraModi complained
that theManmohanSingh-ledUPAgovern-
mentexertedover-centralisingauthority.As
acandidateforthepostofprimeminister in
2014, he promised to givemore autonomy
to the states. The electionmanifesto of the
BJP committed “to place centre-state rela-
tionsonanevenkeel”and“striveforharmo-
nious Centre-state relations”. But the poli-
cies of the Modi government have
contradicted theBJP'spollpromises.

First, the introduction of theGoods and
Services Tax (GST) through the 101st
Amendment to the Constitution had a cen-
tralisingeffect.TheGST(whichreplacedsales
taxesandotherindirecttaxesthatwerepartly
collected by the states) is monitored by a
councilwherethestateshaveonlytwo-thirds
voting rightswhile the Centre holds the re-
maining third. Adecisionof theGSTCouncil

requires a 75 per centmajority -- this effec-
tivelygivesvetopowertotheCentre.

Second,theBJPhadpromisedtorevivethe
Inter-StateCouncil.Butameetingofthisbody
—createdforpromotingcooperationbetween
states—wasconvenedonlyonceduring the
Modigovernment's first term.

Third,while PMModi resented the cen-
trally sponsored schemes initiated by his
predecessor,hehasbeenmorefavourablyin-
clinedtowardsthosethatheinitiated—nat-
urally so. The Swachh Bharat Mission,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, Jan Dhan
YojanaandUjjwalaYojanaarecasesinpoint.
As thenamesofmostof theseschemessug-
gest, these initiatives are closely associated
with the PM's personality and advertise-
ments publicising these programmes carry
hisphotograph.

Fourth,PMModididnotconsultthechief
ministerswhenhetooksignificantdecisions,
such as those on “demonetisation” and the
“lockdown” during the first phase of the
Covid pandemic. In March 2020, he an-
nounceda21-day“lockdown”withoutcon-
sulting chief ministers.Within a few hours
of thePM's announcement, factorieshad to
shut down,means of transportationwere
suspendedandpeoplewhodaredtostepout

werechasedby thepolice.
Fifth, theCentrehasexertedcontrolover

Opposition-ruledstatesbyputtingrestrictions
on their interactionswithgovernmentsout-
sidethecountry.In2018,afterKeralawasdev-
astatedbyfloods,thestategovernmentagreed
to receiveaRs700-crore financial assistance
offered by theUAE. But the Centre said that
Indiadidnotrequireanyforeignaid.DelhiCM
ArvindKejriwalwasnotgivenpermission in
timebytheMinistryofExternalAffairstovisit
SingaporetoaddresstheWorldCitiesmeetin
2022—theSingaporegovernmentwithdrew
thepermission.

Sixth, the politicisation of the office of
governor — which according to the
Constitutionmustestablisha“livingconnec-
tion”betweenthestatesandtheCentre—has
increased in the past five years. Governors
have always deferred to the party in power.
But the current government has taken this
politicisation to another level. For example,
in a surprisemove after the elections to the
Goaassemblyin2017,thegovernorcalledon
the BJP to form a government even though
the Congress hadmoreMLAs—albeit not a
majority. The roleof Delhi's LtGovernorhas
beenverycontroversial.

InKarnataka in2019, thenchiefminister

andJD(S) leader,HDKumaraswamy,alleged
thattheBJPhadtriedtobribesomeofhisparty
MLAs into toppling the state government. In
MadhyaPradesh,theBJPwasabletoengineer
defectionsintheCongressandformagovern-
mentdespiteanelectoraldefeat.

TheModi government has also been ac-
cusedofabusingtheuseofPresident'srulein
ArunachalPradeshandinUttarakhand,where
itwronglyclaimedthatthegovernment—led
by theCongressParty—had lost itsmajority
in the assembly. In both cases, the judiciary
hadtoforcethegovernmenttoreverseitsde-
cision. In its decision on theArunachal gov-
ernment, the SupremeCourt strongly criti-
cisedthethen-governorof thestate.

Thesedevelopmentsleadustodoubtthe
capacityoffederalisminresistingthecurrent
regime's centralising tendencies. Stateswith
a non-BJP government can balance the
Centre'spower.Thequestion,however,is:Can
theOppositionpartiescometogetherorwill
theybargainwiththeBJPbeforeandafterthe
2024elections?

Jaffrelot isseniorresearchfellowatCERI-
SciencesPo/CNRS,Paris,andprofessorof
IndianPoliticsandSociologyatKing’s

IndiaInstitute,London

Chipping away at federalism

To anyone who studies the
media, or politics or society
more broadly, the writing is
quite plainly on the wall.
Hindu Americans have
money, but no influence,
because they are so bereft of
their own ‘thought
leadership’, quite frankly,
that they do not know what
it is they are so quickly losing
from one college-going
generation to the next.

their“Hinduphobia”criesseriouslybecause
theyhavenot invested in rigorous social re-
searchasacommunity toshowtheyarese-
rious.Whenotherminoritycommunitiesin
the US talk about anti-semitism or
Islamophobia, theydosobecausetheyhave
supported scholars in appropriate fields of
study to examine and inform their claims.
The Hindu-American community, on the
otherhand,merelyturnsitsnoseupatschol-
arsinthesocialsciencesandhumanities,ob-
sessinginsteadabouttheworksofafewun-
hinged racists in the ranks of these
professions to pontificate about
Hinduphobia in the academyas awhole. In
over 20 years of skirmisheswith academia,
HinduAmericanshavefailedtolistentoone
Hinduvoicefromtheacademy.Instead,they
complain to themanagement, where they
areduly ignored.Thestatus snobbery isob-
vious, theconsequencesof this forthecom-
munity’s childrenare less so.

After the euphoria aboutmeetingModi
and Bidenwears down, one hopes that the
diaspora’s wealthiest (if not brightest) will
reassess the reality that confronts their de-
scendants aswell aswhat remains of their
ancestors’richspiritualandculturallegacies.
The same caution should apply to Indian
leaderspositioningthediasporafortheirdo-
mestic political gains. If they have really
madeIndiaa“VishwaGuru,”theyshouldbe
getting Joe Biden tomeet Indian “thought
leaders”, not theotherwayaround.

Thewriter isprofessorofmedia studiesat the
Universityof SanFrancisco

THERE ISAdizzy breeze of self-congratula-
tionintheIndian-Americandiasporaaround
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’svisit.Thisis
not unexpected. Adulation often fills the
primeminister’s packed stadium events
abroad.Expertsreadilylisttrade,technology
anddefenceachievementstoattesttoIndia’s
growing importance. Now, in addition to
theseusualreasonsforcelebration,thePMis
also interacting with prominent “thought
leaders” including popular scientist Neil
deGrasse Tyson, mathematician Nassim
Nicholas Taleb, economist Paul Romer, in-
vestorRayDalio, andtechandspacevision-
aryElonMusk.

This outreach towards thought leaders
seemsconsistentwithearlier initiatives to-
wards the Western public sphere by the
Modigovernment. In January2022, thePM
wrote personal letters of appreciation to
global figures includingcricketplayers,au-
thors,andscholars.Suchactions,backedup
bynineyearsofhis leadershipas thePrime
Minister of India and numerous stadium
events abroad, naturally make for a eu-
phoric mood in the Indian diaspora every
timehevisits.

Yet, there are some sobering questions
thatonemightask.Whatarethegroundre-
alitiesforIndiansinthediasporatoday?Have
all these spectacular stadium events and
“thoughtleader”feelersledtoagreatervoice
for Indians abroad? Does the Indian-
Americandiasporareallypossessthekindof
influence and powermany of itsmembers,
andanuncriticalpress,oftenattributeto it?
Or, is the funandfanfareabout“softpower”
a diversion from the glaring reality that the
discoursesetbytheWesternestablishment
about the Modi government, India, and
Hindusmorebroadly, isnotwhatthecheer-
leaders say it is?

It is tellingthat justafewdaysbeforethe
celebrations about the PM’s visit began,
HinduAmerican leaderswere complaining
ratherhelplesslyonsocialmediaabouthow
a first-time California state senator (who
manyHindu Americans had voted for) had
slammed her doors on them. Despite their
pleas that the senator’s anti-caste bill (SB-
403)was based on false premises, divisive,
redundant,andpossiblyevenillegalforreli-
giously profiling one community, the
Democrats in California apparently found
their Indian American constituents to be
unimportantenoughtoignore.Eventhefact
of themuch talked about Cisco caste inves-
tigation(aroundwhichmuchof thecasefor
thecastediscriminationlawswasmade)be-
ing dismissed recently has failed to give
HinduAmericangroupsthegroundstocon-
test thebillmorepersuasively.

And yet, from complaining about being
gaslitby theDemocraticparty, leadershave
turned now to boasting about how impor-
tantIndiansareinAmerica.Thispeculiarbe-
haviour reminds us that despite its obvious
educational and economic achievements,
the Indian American diaspora remains in-
crediblyisolated,insular,andoblivioustoso-
cialandpoliticalrealitiesinmanyways—the
reality of a deeply embedded, desperately
dishonest,andbitterlyunchangingnarrative
aboutHinduismandHindusinimportantin-
stitutions in theUS.

Onecanseethisnarrativeeveninseem-
inglycomplimentarycoverageof Indiaand
thediaspora in flagship newsmedia in the
West.“FlatteryaboutGDP,mendacityabout
everything else”, seems to be the reigning
formula now. To anyone who studies the
media, or politics or societymore broadly,
the writing is quite plainly on the wall.
Hindu Americans have money, but no in-
fluence, because they are so bereft of their
own “thought leadership”, quite frankly,
that theydonotknowwhat it is theyareso
quickly losing fromonecollege-goinggen-
eration to thenext.

Anotherexampleof this inability toself-
representcomesfromthetimeoftheObama
administration. A few years ago, the re-
spected US correspondent of an Indian
newspaper shared the story that President
Obamawas at awealthy Indian-American
fundraiser and had remarked that Indian
Americans were the only people who do-
natedtopoliticianswithoutreallyaskingfor
anything for their community. They were
contentwithjustphotosandbraggingrights.
This tendency has repeated itself for years.
WhenIndiansinthediasporaorganise,they
lackasocialorcultural“ask”thatmightben-
efit them collectively. They spend good
moneytogetpolitical celebritiesbutevery-
oneknowsthat intheend, theseactionsare
aboutsecuringanindividual’sstatuswithin
thecommunity,nomore.

Afterdecadesofsuchpointlesssolipsism,
whateverafewculturalorganisationsmight
asknowseems to lack strength, andworse,
even credibility. For instance, no one takes

The diasporic delusion

Christophe Jaffrelot

Centralisingtendencieshaveincreasedunderthecurrentgovernment

AfterPMModi’svisit isover,HinduAmericancommunitymustconfront thewritingonthewall: Ithas
money,butno influence,because it is sobereftof itsown ‘thought leadership’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ad-
dressed lawmakers in the United States of
America. Here is the speech I wish he had
delivered.

Madam Vice-President, Mr Speaker,
Majority and Minority Leaders of both
Houses of Congress, Members of the
SenateandtheHouseofRepresentatives,
ladies andgentlemen,

AS A REPRESENTATIVE of the world’s
largest democracy and an emissary of its
goodwill totheworld’soldestdemocracy,
Iamhonouredanddelightedtobespeak-
ingonceagainbeforeyou.Fordemocratic
republics such as India and the United
States, chambers and buildings such as
this one — the Houses of Congress on
Capitol Hill here inWashington, DC, and
ParliamentHouseinNewDelhi—areem-
bodimentsofpopularsovereignty, repos-
itories of the people’s trust and monu-
ments blessed with the sacredness of a
church, a temple, or indeed amosque. To
serve here, to speak here, to just be here
isasmuchapoliticalactasaspiritualone.

I stand before representatives of the
Americanpeoplefromallstatesandregions
ofyourcountry,representingbothyourma-
jor parties. Youhavewelcomedmenot in
mypersonalcapacitybutastheprimemin-
isterofafriendlycountryandatrustedpart-
ner. This sense of bipartisanship offers a
tellinglessononhowgreatachievementsin
a nation’s history are achievable only if in-
vested in by all political stakeholders —
across party lines. This iswhat defines the
enlightenednational interest.

Why am I making this point? It is to
emphasise that the strengthof the India-
US relationship today, and the outcomes
andagreementsthatwehaveachievedon
this visit, are a functionof continuity.We
have built on the work of our predeces-
sors. In the heat and dust of politics and
campaigning, it becomes difficult to ap-
preciate or even admit this. My govern-
ment has taken forward the diplomatic
agendaofmypredecessor’sgovernment.
He, in turn,pickedupthe thread fromhis
predecessor.There isa threadof continu-
ity in the service of India, from our first
primeminister, Jawaharlal Nehru, to the
first primeminister frommy party, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, to my predecessor Dr
ManmohanSingh tomy term inoffice.

I last spoke here in 2016. I was two
years old as primeminister. Today, I have
spent almost a decade in office. The past
nine years have shown our world a pan-
demic,multiple economic crises and the
devastatingimpactofawarthat isstillbe-
ing waged. In all this, pre-existing and
long-termglobal issuesof concern—from
climate change to poverty alleviation —
remain, often deprived of the attention
and resources that theydeserve.

In India, we have responded to these
challengeswiththecourageanddetermi-

nationofourpeople—1.4billionof them,
65per centofwhomareunder theageof
35.Eventhoughunemploymentremains
abigchallenge, theenergyandgritof our
young people have lifted our society.We
have responded in twoways.

First, during the pandemic and the
subsequent(admittedlyhasty) lockdown,
whichwasdevastatingformigrantwork-
ers and the middle class, we deployed
tools — whether the biometric-derived
Aadhaarsystemorthenational ruralem-
ployment guarantee programme — ini-
tiallyconceptualisedbythepreviousgov-
ernmenttodeliverwelfarebenefits toour
people.

Frankly, Iwas not always a believer in
the employment guarantee programme,
butnowrecogniseithasarole. Inthespirit
of bipartisanship, I see here, I commit to
addressingconcernsabout financialdues
relatedto theguaranteeprogrammethat
havecomefromstates runbyOpposition
party governments. Democracy is about
rising abovepartisanship.

Second, togivea fillip to theeconomy,
wehaveundertakenreformsandopened
upmanybusinesssectorstogreaterglobal
investment aswell as spending on infra-
structure. Started in 1991, this has made
Indiaanattractiveeconomyforglobal in-
vestors. That continuity is what defines
democracy. Representative government
is not a sprint; it is a never-ending relay,
and at various junctures,wepass the ba-
ton fromone to another.

The last decade has also taughtme to
have thehumility to learn frommistakes.
Wepassedthefarmlawsin2020,butafter
legitimateprotestsfromfarmersacrossthe
country, we repealed them. Then there
was demonetisation announced in 2016.
Wesoonrealised that this economicmis-
adventure failed tomeet any of its stated
objectives. Indeed,whatIndia’s firstPrime
Minister said rings true, “Let us be a little
humble;letusthinkthatthetruthmaynot
perhapsbeentirelywithus”.

Friends, the bipartisanship and unity
across party lines that I see beforeme are
heart-warmingandyetbittersweet.Alittle
over threeweeksago, thenewParliament
building was inaugurated in NewDelhi.
Many of the Opposition parties and their
MPs stayed away. At such a historic mo-
ment,attheopeningofaParliamentbuild-
ingthatwill serveourcountryforthenext
100years,wellafterourgenerationisgone,
this should not have happened. I am not
here to point fingers. All of usmust share
theblame;it isasharedfailure.Amoment
formeto introspect.

In truth, democracy is not about par-
tisanship but about partnership.
Democracies need partnerships within
their societies and their polities. That is
why democracies instinctively reach out
to each other. That is why our two great
nations have forged an unusually strong
bond.This is thegiftofdemocracy—agift
that empowersusbut alsohumblesus—
eachof us, all of us, IndianandAmerican,
you andme.

Maythosecherishedvaluesofdemoc-
racy continue to keep us inspired and
keep us grounded. May our countries
prosper together.

Thankyou.

Thewriter isMember of Parliament and
Leader, All India Trinamool Congress
Parliamentary Party (Rajya Sabha)

Thatbipartisanshipis inthenational interestand
greatachievementsarepossibleonlyifeveryone
—whatevertheirvote—isinvestedinthem

ZERO HOUR
byDerekO’Brien

Vamsee Juluri

CR Sasikumar
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PRIMEMINISTER’S VISITTOTHEUS

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModipresented
US President Joe Bidenwith a first edition
printofthebookTheTenPrincipalUpanishads.

Thebook,translatedfromtheSanskritby
ShriPurohitSwami,ascholarofHinduscrip-
ture,andthegreatIrishpoetWBYeats,iscon-
sidered one of the best translations of the
Upanishads.Written in themid-1930s, the
bookwasaproductofYeats’desiretocreate
a translation true to theoriginal textwhich
wouldstillbeaccessibletothelayperson.

“[A] translation that would read as
though the original had been written in
commonEnglish,”Yeatswrote in thepref-
aceof theoriginal.

TheUpanishads
TheUpanishadsdiscusstheontological

connectionbetweenhumanityandthecos-
mos. They serve as the foundational texts
inmanytraditionsofHindutheology.Dated
toroughly800-500BC,theUpanishadsdis-
cuss concepts such as transmigration,
which have today become central to the
Hindutradition.

WilliamButler Yeats
Yeats is among the foremost modern

poets in English and the most globally
recognisableIrishpoetof the20thcentury.

HewascentraltotheIrishLiteraryRevival,
andthewinneroftheNobelPrizeinLiterature
in1923“forhisalwaysinspiredpoetry,which
inahighlyartisticformgivesexpressiontothe
spiritofawholenation”.

Yeats and the Upanishads
Yeats’ interest intheUpanishadsandin

IndiapredatestheTenPrincipalUpanishads
bydecades.

As a young adult, Yeats was drawn to
theosophy andmetMohini Chatterjee, a
prominent figure in Bengal’s burgeoning
Theosophical circles, when the latter vis-
itedDublin in1885.

Afterthismeeting,Yeatswrotethreepo-
ems (published in 1889) that referred to
India:TheIndiantohisLove,TheIndianupon
God, andAnushuyaandVijaya.

Yeats’ deep connectionwith Indiawas
perhapsbest exemplified inhis friendship
withthepoetRabindranathTagore.“Hisas-
sociationwithRabindranathTagoreiswell
knownandhisintroductiontoGitanjaliwas
importantinbringingthetexttothenotice

ofwesternaudiences,”DrMunishTamang,
Associate Professor of English at Motilal
Nehru College, Delhi University, told The
IndianExpress.

“TheTenPrincipalUpanishads isajointly
translatedworkwhichYeatstookondueto
his long running interest in India,” Dr
Tamangsaid.

PresidentBidenhimself has Irish roots.
HisancestorsmovedtotheUSfromEurope
more than165yearsago.

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModipresented
First Lady of the United States (FLOTUS) Jill
Bidenwith a 7.5 carat lab-growngreendia-
mondinanexquisitepapiermâchéboxfrom
Kashmir known as kar-e-kalamdani, the
Indiangovernment said inastatement.

Lab-grown diamonds are considered

more socially andenvironmentally respon-
sible,whilebeingnearly identical tonatural
diamonds. “The diamond reflects Earth-
mineddiamonds’chemicalandopticalprop-
erties. It is also eco-friendly, as eco-diversi-
fied resources like solar and wind power
wereusedinitsmaking,”thestatementsaid.

Thestatementdescribedthediamondas
a“beaconofresponsibleluxury”that“emits
only0.028gramsof carbonpercarat”.

Not diamond simulants
Lab-grown diamonds (LGDs) are pro-

duced using specific technology thatmim-
icsthegeologicalprocessesthatproducenat-
ural diamonds. They are not the same as
diamond simulants or imitation diamonds
—LGDsarechemically,physically, andopti-
cally diamond, and are difficult to tell apart
fromEarth-mineddiamonds.

Producing LGDs
LGDs canbeproduced inmultipleways.

Themostcommon(andcheapest)isthe‘high
pressure,hightemperature’(HPHT)method.
This method requires extremely heavy
pressesthatcanproduceupto730,000psiof
pressureunderextremelyhightemperatures
(1,500degreesCelsiusorhigher).

Usually,graphiteisusedasthe“diamond
seed”,andwhensubjectedtotheseextreme
conditions, the relatively inexpensive form
of carbon turns into one of itsmost expen-
sive forms.Otherprocesses include ‘chemi-
cal vapourdeposition’ (CVD), andexplosive
formation that creates what are known as
“detonationnanodiamonds”.

Responsible gems
Sincerenewableorcleanenergysources

canbeusedinallof thesemethods,LGDsare
moreeco- friendlythantraditionallymined
diamonds.Also,theproductionofLGDsskips
themostsociallyexploitativeaspectsofdia-
mondminingthathasgivenrisetomonikers
suchas “blooddiamond”.

For these reasons, as also for the fact of
depletionofnaturaldiamondreserves,LGDs
aregraduallyreplacingtheprizedgemstone
inthejewelleryindustry.SinceLGDslikenat-
uraldiamondsundergoprocessesofpolish-
ingandcuttingbeforetheygettheircharac-
teristic sparkle, the growth in their
production and popularity is unlikely to af-
fect India’s diamond cutting and polishing
industry.

LONGERVERSION
www.indianexpress.com/explained

For Biden, testament of an Irish
poet’s love for the Upanishads

Diamond grown in a lab: Gift of
‘responsible luxury’ to FLOTUS

PrimeMinisterNarendra
ModiwithPresident Joe
BidenandFirstLady Jill
Biden; (above) the lab-grown
diamond.Reuters/Handout
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THELONGESTdayof theyear, foranyone
livingnorthof theEquator, isJune21.The
dayisreferredtoasthesummersolstice,
anditoccurswhenthesunisdirectlyover
theTropicofCancer,ormorespecifically
rightover23.5degreesnorth latitude.

Whydowehave it?
Since Earth rotates on its axis, the

Northern Hemisphere getsmore direct
sunlightbetweenMarchandSeptember
overthecourseofaday,whichalsomeans
peoplelivingintheNorthernHemisphere
experiencesummerduringthistime.The
restoftheyear,theSouthernHemisphere
getsmoresunlight.

Duringthesolstice, theEarth’saxis—
aroundwhichtheplanetspins,complet-
ingoneturneachday—is tilted inaway
thattheNorthPoleistippedtowardsthe
SunandtheSouthPole isaway fromit.

Typically, this imaginary axis passes

right through the middle of the Earth
fromtoptobottomandisalwaystiltedat
23.5 degrees with respect to the Sun.
Therefore, thesolstice,asNASAputs it, is
that instant intimewhentheNorthPole
pointsmoredirectlytowardtheSunthan
atanyothertimeduringtheyear.Solstice
means“sunstandsstill” inLatin.

Whathappensduringthesolstice?
This day sees the Earth receiving a

greateramountof energy fromtheSun.
The maximum amount of sunlight re-
ceived by the Northern Hemisphere
duringthis timeisusuallyonJune20,21
or 22. In contrast, the Southern
Hemisphere receives most sunlight on
December21,22or23when thenorth-
ernhemispherehas its longestnights—
or thewinter solstice.

Theamountof lightreceivedbyaspe-
cific area in the Northern Hemisphere
during the summer solstice depends on
the latitudinal location of the place. The
furthernorthonemoves fromtheequa-
tor, themore lightonereceives.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,JUNE22

AFTERTWOCongressleadersinKeralafiled
apublicinterestlitigation(PIL)allegingcor-
ruption in the installation of AI-enabled
traffic cameras on state roads, the High
CourtTuesdayorderedservingofnotice to
the government departments and private
entities involved in the project. The court
alsoaskedtherespondentsnottomakeany
payment under annuity to the contractor
until furtherorders fromthecourt.

ThePILhasbeenfiledbyVDSatheesan,
KeralaOppositionleader,andhispartycol-
leagueRameshChennithala.

What is theproject?
OnApril21,thestatelaunchedafullyau-

tomatedtrafficenforcementsystemaspart
of the Safe Kerala scheme. Under it, 726
ArtificialIntelligence-enabledcamerashave
beeninstalledalongthehighwaysandma-
jor roads in the state,which capture traffic
violations and registration numbers of of-
fendingvehicles.

The cameras dispatch the violations to
14 district-level control rooms aswell as a
state-level control room run by theMotor
VehicleDepartment.

SinceJune5,thedepartmenthasstarted
servingnoticestovehicle-ownersbasedon
the offences detected by these cameras.
Vehicle owners/riders have to pay a fixed
penalty,withthesumdependinguponthe
offence.

Whois inchargeof implementation?
The project was awarded to state-run

Kerala State Electronics Development
CorporationLimited(KELTRON)atacostof
Rs236croreundertheBuild,own,operate,
transfer (BOOT)model.

KELTRONhadclaimedthatinfiveyears,
the fines collectedwould generate a rev-
enueofRs188croreforthegovernmentbe-
yondtheoperationcostof theproject.

Whoarethevendorschosenby
KELTRON?

When KELTRON invited tenders, four
companies participated. Bengaluru-based
SRIT bagged thework for Rs 151.10 crore.
SRIT formed a consortiumwith two other
firms, Presadio Technologies Pvt Limited
andAlHindToursandTravels,bothbasedin
Kozhikode.

Presadio, the sub-contractor, entered
into another agreementwith LyteMaster,

which emerged after Al Hind withdrew
fromtheproject.LyteMastertoowithdrew
after a financial crisis, giving entry to
EccentricDigitalPrivateLimited.

What is theOppositionalleging?
TheOppositionclaimedthatSRITform-

ingaconsortiumwas illegal.KELTRONhas
topay SRITRs 151 crore in20 installments
fromthefirstquarterfromthedaytheproj-
ectgoeslive.ThisisagainsttheBOOTmodel,
theOppositionsaid.

Theyfurtherallegedthattheactualcost
ofequipment,software,etc.detailedinthe
tender document would only come to
about Rs 75 crore, whichwas “ballooned”
to Rs 236 crore by KELTRON. It then ten-
dered it forRs151crore toSRIT.

Anotherallegationisthatthefourcom-
panies that participated in the tender

processwereproxies forSRIT. SRIT formed
a consortium to implement the project,
which shows it got the sub-contractwith-
out any technical know-how, the
Oppositionclaimed.

KELTRONhassaidthatallthepurchases
for the project are transparent and done
throughanopenbiddingprocess, ithas in-
spectedall instrumentsdistributedbySRIT
toensurequality,andit“hasnodirect links
with the firmswhichhadbagged the sub-
contract fromSRIT.”

TheOppositionhasalsoallegedthatthe
storingofpeople'simagesbyprivatebodies
is aviolationof privacy.

KELTRONhasclaimedthatonly images
of trafficviolationsandrelateddataaredis-
patchedtothecentralcontrolroom,where
theMotorVehicleDepartmentistheironly
custodian.

WhatdoesthePILsay?
The petition has trained guns on SRIT

andPresadioTechnologies. ItsaysthatSRIT
got the tender “by violating every tender
condition, and Presadio became the proj-
ect co-ordinatorwith 60 per cent share in
theprofit.”

“Inreality,personsbehindthetwoenti-
tiesarecloselyassociatedwiththoseinthe
corridorsof power...Theawardof contract,
themanner inwhich the fileshavemoved
will show the cartel formation to favour
theserespondentstosiphonpublicfunds,’’
thepetitionsays.

The PIL has demanded that levying of
fine for traffic violations detected by the
newsystembestayed,anddisbursalofpay-
ments in installments toSRITbestopped.

LONGERVERSIONON
indianexpress.com/explained

Inflation down, not (all) prices

THEHEADLINE retail inflation rate fell to a
25-month low inMay and the wholesale
priceindex(WPI)isnowdeepinthered,but
groceries and household items continue to
appearexpensive tomost Indians.Why?

While some of the decline in year-on-
year inflationrates isstatistical,pricesof ce-
reals,milk, spices, preparedmeals, snacks,
and sweets, as well as the costs of educa-
tion, personal care items, and household
goods and services continue to pinch con-
sumers’ pockets.

While a high base effect (the impact of
thecorrespondingbase,orperiodofthepre-
viousyearoncurrentgrowthestimates)has
helpedeasetheheadlinenumber(whichhas
been on a downward trajectory for the last
fourmonths and fell below 5% in April and
May), the inflation rate for somehousehold
itemscontinuestobesticky.Coreinflation—
thenon-food,non-fuelsegment—will likely
stayaround5% in thenear term.

Ahighbasealsohelpedinasharpdecline
intheWPI-linkedinflationrate,whichisex-
pectedtopassthroughtoretailinflationwith
alag.Datareleasedlastweekshowedwhole-
saleinflationataseven-and-a-half-yearlow
of (-)3.48%inMayonthebackofahighbase
effect,easingglobalcommodityprices,food,
fuel, primarily articles, andmanufactured
items. Thewholesale inflation rate was in
doubledigitsduringApril-September2022,
andreached16.63% inMay2022.

Whichitemshavedisplayedhigh
inflationrates?

■ In the ‘food and beverages’ category,
which carries a weight of 54.18% in the
Consumer Price Index (Combined), ‘cereals
andproducts’haveremainedindoubledig-

itssinceSeptember2022(whenit recorded
a11.53% inflationrate),peaking to15.27% in
March 2023. ‘Cereals and products’, which
hasaweightof12.35%intheCPI,sawthein-
flationrate fall to13.67%inApriland12.65%
inMay.

■ The ‘milk and products’ category too
has seen an inflation rate of more than 7%
sinceSeptember2022,peakingat9.65%this
February.Theinflationrate for thiscategory
(with aweight of 7.72% in the CPI) eased to
8.85% inApril, but rose to8.91% inMay.

■Inflationratehasbeenstickyin‘spices’
and‘preparedmeals,snacks,sweets’aswell.
Overthelastoneyear,barringMay2022,the
inflationrateforspices(weightof3.11%)has
remainedindoubledigits,peakingto21.09%
in January this year. InMay, itwas recorded
at17.9%.

■ Prepared meals, snacks, sweets too
haverecordeda6%-plus inflationrate inthe
lastoneyear.

■ Among non-food items, the inflation
rate for household goods and services, al-

thougheasingto6.05%inMayfrom6.46%in
April and 7% inMarch, has remained above
6% for the lastoneyear.

■Education,whichhasaweightof3.46%
intheindex,hasseeninflationabove5%since
July2022. The inflation rate in the ‘personal
care and effects’ category has been rising
steadily,withthelatestprintforMayat9.2%
from9% inApril.

Wherehas inflationrecordeda
downwardtrend?

■The‘meatandfish’categoryhasbeenin
the deflationary zone for the last three
months, with (-)1.29% inMay, (-)1.23% in
April, and(-)1.42%inMarch.Thegains in in-
flationhavecomemainlyduetoahighbase
of6.97%inApril2022and8.23%inMay2022.

■The‘oilsandfats’category,whichhasa
weight of 4.21% in the CPI, has recorded a
sharpdeclineininflation,remaininginneg-
ative territory for the last fourmonths. The
inflation rate was (-)16.01% inMay and (-
)12.03% in April, comparedwith 13.26% in

May2022and17.28%inApril2022. In index
terms,thecategoryhasseenasharpdecline
to 170 inMay and 174.9 in April from202.4
and199.5 in thecorrespondingmonths last
year.

■Ahighbasehasalsohelpedeaseinfla-
tion for fruits and vegetables. Though veg-
etablessawamonth-on-month increaseof
3.34% inMay, it has remained in the nega-
tivezoneforthelastsevenmonthsonayear-
on-year basis. The inflation rate for vegeta-
bles was in double digits during
April-September 2022, and entered nega-
tive territory thereafter.

Whatkindsof inflationrisks lieahead?
While the headline inflation number is

expected to remain below 5% in the near
term, after the release of inflation data for
May, most economists said they expected
the inflation rate to risemarginally in June
2023, thedata forwhichwillbe releasedon
July12.

Concerns remain over the potential im-
pact of a poormonsoonon food inflation in
the second half of this fiscal. “The develop-
mentofElNinoconditionswouldbeclosely
monitored as these could lead to a sub-par
monsoon and impact kharif yields and rabi
sowing,andtherebyimpactcropoutputand
foodinflation.TheheadlineCPIinflationmay
risemildlyto4.5-4.7%inJune2023from4.3%
inMay 2023, based on the early uptrend in
thepricesofmostof the food items,barring
edible oils,” Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
ICRAsaid.

RahulBajoria,MD&HeadofEMAsia(ex-
China) Economics, Barclays, said in a note
that thepricesof pulsesandcerealsneed to
bewatched. “Milk prices continue to rise,...
cookingoilpricescontinuetofallamidlower
import costs, but sugar is at riskamid rising
globalprices.Cerealprices...mayriseinJune
givenearlytrends.Giventhelargelyseasonal
rise in foodprices,we think food inflation is
likelytoremainmanageable,butshouldrise
onay-o-ybasis inH2FY24,”hesaid.

Amongnon-food items, core inflation is
sticky due to persistence in health, educa-
tion costs, and in the personal care and ef-
fects category, experts said.

Kerala:Why Congress has filed a PIL against a cameras-on-roads project
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Theheadlineretail inflationratefell toa25-monthlowinMay, thanks inpart toahighbaseeffect.Butthe
inflationratehasremainedhighinseveralcategoriesof foodandhousehold items—whichmeans

shoppingforgroceriescontinuestopinch.Theperformanceof themonsoonwillbecrucial for thefuture

CPI INFLATION TRENDS

24

20

16

12

8

4

0

■ Cereals and products ■ Milk and products ■ Household goods& services
■ Spices ■ Personal care and effects ■ General Index (All Groups)

12.65%

8.91%
9.92%

6.05%

17.9%

4.25%

A
pr
20

22

M
ay

20
22

Ju
n
20

22

Ju
l2
0
22

A
ug

20
22

S
ep
t2

0
22

O
ct
20

22

N
ov

20
22

D
ec

20
22

Ja
n
20

23

Fe
b
20

23

M
ar
20

23

A
pr
20

23

M
ay

20
23

For those living in theNorthernHemisphere, June21
marks thesummersolstice, the longestdayof theyear

SUMMERSOLSTICE

THISWORDMEANS

NAGPUR



SEMICONDUCTORDEALSWITHU.S. FIRMS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

US chipmaker Micron
Technologysaid itwill investup
to $825million in its first semi-
conductorassemblyandtest fa-
cility in India, to be constructed
inGujaratunderaUniongovern-
ment incentivescheme.

Theannouncementcameaf-
ter Prime Minister Narendra
Modi —who is on a three-day
visittotheUS—metMicronCEO
SanjayMehrotraonThursday.

“The PrimeMinister invited
Micron Technology to boost
semiconductormanufacturingin
India.HenotedthatIndiacanpro-
vide competitive advantages in
variouspartsofthesemiconduc-
torsupplychain,”astatementby
thePrimeMinister’sOfficesaid.

Thefacilitywillcost$2.75bil-
lion —Micronwill invest $825
million, 50 per cent will come
fromtheCentreand20percent
fromtheGujaratgovernment.

This, however, is not a semi-
conductormanufacturing facil-

ity. Micron’s plant will essen-
tiallyfocusonpackagingchips—
itwill transformwafersintoball
grid array integrated circuit
packages,memorymodulesand
solid-statedrives.

Micron said construction of
the new facility inGujarat is ex-
pected to begin in 2023 and the
first phase of the projectwill be

operational in late 2024. A sec-
ond phase of the project is ex-
pectedtostarttowardthesecond
halfofthedecade,itsaid.Thetwo
phasestogetherwillcreateupto
5,000newdirectMicronjobs.

“Micronselectedthestateof
Gujaratduetoitsmanufacturing
infrastructure, conducive busi-
nessenvironmentandawell-es-

tablished talent pipeline in the
SANANDIndustrialPark(Gujarat
Industrial Development
Corporation –GIDC),” the com-
panysaid inastatement.

India’s Rs 76,000-crore in-
centive scheme for the chip
ecosystem is yet to attractmar-
queenamestosetupcore fabri-
cationplants.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE22

ALTHOUGH INFLATION trajec-
toryhasseensignificantsoften-
inginMarch-April2023,adverse
climate events have the poten-
tialtochangethedirectionofthe
inflationtrajectory,RBIGovernor
ShaktikantaDascautionedinthe
minutes of theMonetary Policy
Committee(MPC)meetingheld
on June6 to8.

The retail inflation or CPI
easedtoan18-monthlowof4.7
per cent in April from 5.7 per
centinMarch.Itfurtherdeclined
to4.25percent inMay.

According to the RBI
Governor,comparedtoApril,un-
certainties on the inflation out-
look for the second half of the
current fiscalhavenotabated.

“The spatial and temporal
distribution of the south-west
monsoon in the backdrop of a
likely El Nino weather pattern
needs to bewatched carefully,
especially for its impacton food
prices. International prices for
keyfooditemslikericeandsugar
areatelevatedlevels,”Daswrote
in theMPCminutes releasedon
Thursday.

“Adverseclimateeventshave
the potential to quickly change
thedirectionof theinflationtra-
jectory,”Dassaid.

In the June 8 policy, the six-
memberMPC left the repo rate
unchangedat6.5percentforthe
second consecutive time in a
row. The panel revised down-
wardtheCPIprojectionmargin-
ally to 5.1 per cent from an ear-
lierestimateof5.2percentwhile
retaining the real GDP growth
targetat6.5percent.

The RBI Governor said infla-
tion isnowprojectedtoaverage
5.1 per cent in 2023-24 com-
paredto6.7percentin2022-23,
but thiswouldstill beabovethe
target.

“Thedisinflationtowardsthe
target rateof 4percent (forCPI)
is likely to be gradual and pro-
tracted,” Das said. The RBI has

beenmandated by the govern-
menttokeepconsumerpricein-
dex-basedinflation(CPI)at4per
centwithabandof+/-2percent.
Geo-political tensions, uncer-
tainty on crude price trajectory
and volatile financial markets
pose further upside risks to
prices,hesaid,addingthatthese
considerations warrant close
monitoringof theevolvingprice
dynamics.

Das, who voted for keeping
reporateunchangedintheJune
policy,saidthefull impactof the
250basispointratehikeoverthe
past one year is still unfolding.
“Ourfightagainstinflationisnot
yet over.We need to undertake
aforward-lookingassessmentof
the evolving inflation-growth
outlookandstandreadytoact, if
thesituationwarrants,”hesaid.

Das also voted to continue
with the policy stance of 'with-
drawalofaccommodation'given
thesurplusliquidityinthebank-
ingsystemandasthereisaneed
to align headline inflationwith
4percenttargetonadurableba-
sis, theminutes showed.

NIT No. 16/ACE (M-10)/EE(T) M-10/2023-24
Press Tender

Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 74 (2023-24)

Sd/- (B.N.Gupta)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (T) M-10

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (M)-10

TENDERING DIVISION (M)-10, ROOM NO. 103, Ist FLOOR, ENGINEERS BHAWAN,
NEAR MOOL CHAND CROSSING, ANDREWS GANJ, NEW DELHI-110049

Mail:- eetm10.djb@gmail.com. Mob.- 9650291341

“STOP CORONAVIRUS: “WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

S.
No.

Name of Work Reserve
price

EMD Date of release of tender in e
procurement solution

Last date and time for download &
RTGS through e procurement solution

1 Improvement of sewerage system from
Lodi Motor to Baoli Gate and K-556
Nizamuddin under EE(MO- 41 (AC-41
Jangpura)

2664205/- 53500/- 2023_DJB_243440_1
22.6.2023

10.07.2023
upto 2.00 PM

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 96461-17659)
Tender Enquiry No. 1541/MAMC/O&M/PC-2440

Dated: 22.06.2023
Chief Engineer/ O&M (P&P Cell-II), GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat, invites
E-tender for the Procurement of M.S. ERW Pipes and Fittings etc.
Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please
refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 22.06.2023 from 17.00 hrs.
onwards.

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online
at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in GHTP-38/23 25275/PB
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GOLD
`59,550

RUPEE
`81.95

OIL
$76.85

SILVER
`71,500

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket,goldper10g, silverper1kg;Crudeoil (Indianbasket)asof June21

Internationalmarketdata till 1900 IST

Bengaluru:US semiconductor
toolmaker AppliedMaterials
will invest $400million over
four years in a new engineer-
ing center in India, the com-
panysaidonThursday.

PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi hadmet the company's
CEO Gary Dickerson in
Washington onWednesday
and invited Applied to
strengthenthechipindustryin
the country. Thenewcentre is

expectedtobelocatednearthe
company's existing facility in
Bengaluruand is likely to sup-
port more than $2 billion of
planned investments and cre-
ate 500 new advanced engi-
neeringjobs,thecompanysaid.

Appliedcurrentlyoperates
across six sites in India and
works closely with Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore
and Indian Institute of
Technology,Bombay.REUTERS

Micron to investup to$825mn
inchipassemblyplant inGujarat

PMModiwithSanjay
Mehrotra,CEOofMicron,at
theWhiteHouse.ANI

CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH HARYANA
AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, HISAR.

(Established by Parliament Act No. 16 of 1970)
Advertisement No.1/2023

(BEFORE APPLYING FOR THE POST, THE CANDIDATES
SHOULD GO THROUGH THE INSTRUCTIONS/CONDITIONS CAREFULLY)

Applications are invited from eligible candidates through online mode for
filling up the posts of Dean, College of Home Science and Director Students’
Welfare in the pay-scale of Rs. 144200-218200 in AL-14 with unfurnished rent
free accommodation. The detail of essential qualifications, application process-
ing fee, general instructions/conditions etc. can be downloaded from the
University Website. The eligible candidates may apply through the University
online portal https://hau.ac.in and https://recruitment.hauiums.in from
26.06.2023 midnight onwards which will be closed on 25.07.2023 midnight.
The candidates are also requested to visit University website regularly for noti-
fications/updates/ corrigendum/ amendment, if any, with respect to above
advertisement. Sd/-

REGISTRAR

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, JUNE22

DEEPENINGTHEcrisis ineduca-
tion techstartupByju’s,Deloitte
Haskins & Sells, auditors of the
company, resigned, citing its in-
abilitytofinaliseauditreportsfor
the financialyearsendedMarch
2021 andMarch 2022 amid es-
calating financialconcerns.

According to theauditor, the
financialstatementsof thecom-
pany for the year endedMarch
31,2022are longdelayed. Inac-
cordance with the Companies
Act, 2013, the audited financial
statements for the year ended
March 31, 2022were due to be
laid before shareholders in the
annual general meeting by
September30,2022.

“We have also not received
anycommunicationonthereso-
lutionof theauditreportmodifi-
cations in respect of the year
endedMarch 31, 2021, status of
audit readiness of the financial
statements and the underlying
books and records for the year
endedMarch 31, 2022 andwe
havenotbeenabletocommence
theauditasondate,”Deloittesaid.
“Asaresult,therewillbeasignif-
icantimpactonourabilitytoplan,
design,performandcompletethe
audit inaccordancewith theap-
plicableauditingstandards.”

“Inviewof theaforesaid,we
aretenderingourresignationas
statutory auditors of the com-
panywithimmediateeffect,”the
auditor said. Deloitte was ap-
pointedforafive-yeartenuretill
March2025.

FollowingtheexitofDeloitte,
Byju’s appointed BDO (MSKA&

Associates)asitsstatutoryaudi-
tors for the year commencing
fromFY22forthenextfiveyears.
Under this appointment, BDO
willcovertheholdingcompany,
ThinkandLearnPvt Ltd, itsma-
terial subsidiaries such as
AakashEducationServicesLtdas
wellastheoverallgroupconsol-
idatedresults.

Meanwhile, therewas spec-
ulation in themarket that three
ofByju’sdirectorshaveresigned.
TheyincludeGVRavishankarof
Sequoia Capital, VivianWu of
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative,
RussellDreisenstockof Prosus.

However, a spokesperson of
Byju’s said: “A recentmedia re-
portsuggestingtheresignations
ofboardmembersfromByju’sis
entirely speculative. Byju’s
firmlydenies theseclaims...”

Byju’s reported a loss of Rs
4,564croreinFY21.Thefinancial
statement showed the net loss
saw an increase as promotion
andemployeeexpenses rose.

The companywas earlier in
breach of the covenants of the
$1.2 billion loan it took in
November 2022. It reportedly
failed to provide its financial
statements to the lenders ac-
cording to the stipulated dead-
lineaspartof theloancovenant.
Followingthis,agroupoflenders
who participated in the term
loan pushed for faster repay-
mentof partof the loan.

Byju’s
CEOByju
Raveendran

Bengaluru:MarketregulatorSEBI
Thursday said it hadbarredEros
GroupManagingDirector Sunil
Arjan Lulla and three of theme-
dia company’s entities from the
securitiesmarket,citingaccount-
ingirregularitiesatthefirm.

Inaninterimorder,SEBIsaidit
had foundprima facie evidence

that thebooksof accountswere
“overstatedanddonotpresent a
trueand fairpictureof the finan-
cialhealthof theCompany”.SEBI
has barred Eros International
Media Ltd , ErosWorldwideand
Eros Digital. Pradeep Kumar
Dwivedi,CEOofErosInternational,
wasalsobarred. REUTERS

SEBI bars Eros Group entities,
MDLulla from securitiesmarket

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JUNE22

MarketregulatorSEBIhasbarred
135 entities from frombuying,
sellingordealinginsecuritiesdue
tomanipulation of stocks of five
small-cap companies. It fined
themRs126crore.

The scam
Themarkets regula-

torinitiatedaninvestiga-
tion into the trading of
scrips of five small-cap
companies—MauriaUdyog Ltd,
7NR Retail Ltd, Darjeeling
Ropeway Company Ltd, GBL
Industries Ltd andVishal Fabrics
Ltd—afteritwitnessedanabnor-
mally sharp rise in their share
pricesandtradingvolume.

SEBI observed certain strong

commonalitiesinthetradingpat-
ternfollowedbyvariousentitiesin
thesefivescrips.Onecommonfea-
turewas that ‘buyrecommenda-
tions’forallfivescripswerewidely
circulatedthroughbulkSMSs.

TheperiodofSMScirculation
coincidedwith an astronomical
rise in theprices andvolumesof

the shares of most
thesecompanies.

Themodus
operandi

SEBI said the ma-
nipulationwasmainly

centredaroundthecirculationof
bulk SMSs in the scrips of five
companies with a ‘buy recom-
mendation’toinvestors.Itfound
that there were two phases of
dealing with the scrips — one
was the ‘pre-SMS circulation’
phase inwhichthescripswhich

did not have the backing of any
significantcorporateannounce-
mentsordidnothaveverysound
fundamentals, witnessed sub-
stantial movement in their
prices. The secondphasekicked
in after circulation of bulk SMSs
withbuyrecommendationsdur-
ingwhichthetradevolumesand
prices of the scrips rose. In this,
certainentitiesexitedfromthese
scripsafterpocketingaprofit.

Caution for investors
There have been many in-

stances where investors have
beenmisledbyfinfluencersand
others. These entities use social
media channels to provide
wronginvestmenttips.SEBIhas
often cautioned investors to be
aware of fraudulent activities
carried out through SMS, web-
sitesandsocialmedia.

London: The Bank of
England raised interest
ratesbyabigger-than-ex-
pected half a percentage
pointonThursday,afterit
said there hadbeen “sig-
nificant”newssuggesting
British inflation would
take longer to fall. The
BoE's Monetary Policy
Committee voted 7-2 to
raiseitsmaininterestrate
to5%from4.5%,thehigh-
est since 2008 and its
largestrateincreasesince
February,followingstick-
ier inflation and wage
growthsincepolicymak-
ersmetinMay.REUTERS

BoE hikes key
rate to 5% in
surprise move

Das atMPCmeet:
Adverse climate
events can change
inflation trajectory

What’s the bulk SMS scam and
why did SEBI bar 135 entities?

AppliedMaterials to invest
$400mn for engg centre
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PRASANTASAHU
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

CITING STRONGER out-turn in
the January-March quarter and
near-termmomentum,Fitchon
Thursday revised its forecast of
India's economic growth in
2023-24 to 6.3%, from 6% pre-
dicted inMarch.

Thisisoneofthefirstupward
revisions of India's growth esti-
mate for this fiscal by a global
agency,andmaytendtomarkan
alignment of the independent
forecastswiththeviewtakenby
thegovernmentandtheReserve
Bankof India(RBI), ifotherscon-
form.

BoththeRBIandtheministry
of financehavepeggedthegross
domesticproduct(GDP)expan-
sion at 6.5% for FY24 andmain-
tain therisks to thisgrowthrate
areevenlybalanced.

“The recent high-frequency

datapointtosustainednear-term
momentumashighlightedbyris-
ing PMI indices, higher car sales
and increased power consump-
tion.Theeconomyalsocontinues
to benefit fromhighbank credit
growthandinfrastructurespend-
ing(withmoretocomefromthe
latter),”Fitchsaid.

The InternationalMonetary
Fund's latest estimate of India’s
GDPgrowthinthecurrentfiscalis
5.9%.InitsAprilreview,ithadcut
growthforecastsforIndiaforthe
current fiscal by 20 bps, and for
the next fiscal by 50bps to 6.3%.
Theserevisionshadwidenedthe
gapbetweenitsforecastsandthat
oftheRBIandthegovernmentfor
thecurrentyear.

Chief economic adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran has re-
centlysaidIndiacouldgrow6.5-
7% annually through 2030 sans
any additional reforms or the
risk of overheating.Withmore
reforms, growth could acceler-

ate to7.5%-8%,hesaid.
With a stronger-than-ex-

pectedrateof expansionof 6.1%
in Q4, the FY23 GDP growth
came in at 7.2%, comparedwith
theadvanceestimateof 7%.

Fitch also forecast that the
RBIwill pause its rate cycle this
yearasagainstitsearlierforecast
of onemore25bp increase.

On June 8, the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) of the
RBImaintainedstatusquoonthe
reporate,keepingitat6.5%,inits
secondbi-monthlypolicymeet-
ingof the current fiscal. TheRBI
reviseditsFY24inflationprojec-
tion slightly lower to 5.1% from
its earlier forecast of 5.2%, but
flagged that developments re-
lated to themonsoon needs to
bemonitored.

India’sgrowthonanon-sea-
sonallyadjustedbasisinQ4FY23
washigherthanexpectedat6.1%
onyearrelativetoFitch’sforecast
of 4.3%. FE

Edtechstartupdenies reportsof 3
boardmemberssteppingdown

Byju’s auditor quits
amidmounting
financial worries

JATINGROVER
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

WITH ELONMusk announcing
thathisStarlinksatelliteinternet
serviceswillenterIndia,analysts
expect a pricewar in this space
on the lines of the telecom sec-
tor in 2016 with the entry of
Reliance Jio.

With Starlink’s entry, India’s
satellite communication space
will have three players, with
BhartiEnterprises’OneWeband
Jio being the other two to have
appliedfor licences.

The very nature of satellite
broadbandspacemeanspricing
at apremiumto the fibre-based
broadbandservices.Sotocapture
marketinruralandremoteareas,

where income levels are low, a
pricewar is imminent. Analysts
feel that three players in the
satellitespaceismorethanwhat
themarket has to offer, so tariff
willdefinitelymattertogainsub-
scribersandmarketshare.

Asperindustryestimates, the
pricingofsatelliteinternetservices
is expected tobearound`8,000-
10,000permonthalongwithone
time set-up cost. This is much
higherthanbroadbandplans.

Since satellite internet serv-
ices are best suited for far-flung
areas,at theseprices,companies
likeStarlinkmaynotfindenough
takersfortheirservicesasincome
levelsarenothighintheseareas.

“Internet services through
satellites is the aptway for pro-
viding services in far-flung rural

areas.Satellitecompaniescanin-
troduce promotional offers ini-
tiallytotapthemarketandonce
the scale is achieved, the cost of
offering such services will be-
comeviable,”TVRamachandran,
president of Broadband India
Forum(BIF), said.

According to some industry
executives,Bharti’sOneWebmay
takealead.“WebelieveOneWeb
has an initial focus on the B2B
market,”ShivajiChatterjee,exec-
utive vice president at Hughes
Communications, said. Hughes
has a services distributor agree-
mentwithOneWeb for satellite
communicationservices.

Some feel the government
may provide some subsidy for
satellitenetservicesasitprovides
connectivitytoremoteareas. FE

Starlink entry may spark satcom
price wars with Jio and Bharti

Fitch raises growth forecast to
6.3%, cites output, momentumNew Delhi: Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman Thursday
discussed G20 efforts to
strengthenmultilateraldevelop-
ment banks to address global
challenges.TheFinanceMinister
highlighted the contribution of
the G20 India Presidency on
CapitalAdequacyFramework re-
formsandtheG20ExpertGroup
onstrengtheningMDBs. PTI

Bengaluru: PE firmCarlyle plans
to sell its entire 2.53% stake in
IndianlogisticsfirmDelhiveryvia
its special purposevehicle for at
least$86million.Carlyleplansto
sell shares at a floor price of Rs
385.50apiece. REUTERS

Nirmalaattends
ParisSummit

Carlyletooffload
Delhiverystake

NewDelhi: TurkishAirlineswon
its8thBestAirlineinEuropeprize
atWorldAirlineAwards. ENS

TurkishAirlines

NAGPUR



37 wounded as blasts
rock central Paris,
4 in critical condition

OVER300FIREFIGHTERSATSCENE

AURELIENBREEDEN
PARIS, JUNE22

ANEXPLOSION tore through an
apartment building in central
Paris onWednesday, partly col-
lapsing the structure and injur-
ing at least 37 people, four of
them critically, according to the
Frenchauthorities.

The explosion, which oc-
curred around 5 pm on Rue
Saint-Jacques, in the Fifth
Arrondissement of the French
capital, projected rubble and
glassintothestreetandstarteda
fire that sent black smoke bil-
lowing into thesky.

GeraldDarmanin, the French
interiorminister, told reporters
over300firefightershaddeployed
tothesceneandwereabletopre-
venttheflamesfromspreadingto
neighboring buildings, which
werenonetheless “destabilized”
andevacuatedasaprecaution.

Darmanin said rescuework-
erswerelookingthroughtherub-
blelateWednesdayfortwomiss-
ing , although it was unclear
whether they had been in the
buildingatthetimeof theblast.

The cause of the explosion,
which rattled theneighborhood
withaloudboom,wasnotimme-

diatelyclear.Videosandpictures
onsocialmediaappearedtoshow
the topof thebuildingblownoff
andthestreetbelowstrewnwith
debris.Theprosecutor’sofficesaid
ithadopenedaninvestigation.

Somewitnesses told French
media that they had smelled a
strongodorofgasbeforetheblast.

Theexplosioncameatabusy
time in France: the Fete de la
Musique, a national dayofmusi-
cal celebrationwhere crowdsgo
toconcertsorcongregateoutside
tolistenanddancetostreetbands.

President Emmanuel
Macron,saidthat“tonightwe’re
celebratingmusic,butwe’renot
in themoodtoparty.” NYT

16
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY, JUNE23,2023

THEWORLD
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

AUSTRALIA

Jailedfor39yrs,
ex-priestpleads
guiltytoabusing
his72ndvictim
Melbourne:AnAustralian
ex-priest convicted of
child sex abuse pleaded
guilty Thursday to sexu-
allyabusinga72ndvictim.
Gerald Ridsdale, 89, has
beeninprisonsince1994.
He is serving a 39-year
sentence for a series of
convictions for abusing
children between1961&
1988while heworked as
a Catholic priest across
Victoria. Bedridden, he
pleaded guilty in Ballarat
Magistrates’ Court by
video link from a prison
hospitaltoanewchargeof
indecentlyassaultinga13-
year-oldboyin1987. AP

GeraldRidsdale,89,
hasbeenservinga
sentencesince1994

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NEWZEALAND

Disagreewith
Biden,Xinota
dictator:PM
Sydney: New Zealand
Prime Minister Chris
Hipkins, aheadof his offi-
cial trip toChinaat endof
this month, said on
Thursdayhedidnotagree
with US President Joe
Biden’s remark that
Chinese leaderXi Jinping
wasadictator.“No,andthe
formof government that
China has is amatter for
the Chinese people,”
Hipkinstoldmedia.Asked
byareporterwhether the
Chinesepeople had a say
intheformofgovernment,
Hipkins said: “if they
wanted to change system
of government, then it
would be a matter for
them.” REUTERS

MALAYSIA

Thainationalsto
bechargedover
2015crimes
Kuala Lumpur: Four Thai
nationals will face
charges in a Malaysian
court on Friday over the
2015 discovery of mass
gravesandsuspectedhu-
man trafficking campsat
thecountry'sborderwith
Thailand, Malaysia's
home affairs minister
said. Thedense forests of
southern Thailand and
northernMalaysia have
been a major stop-off
point for smugglers
bringing people to
Southeast Asia by boat -
most of them Rohingya
Muslimsfleeingpersecu-
tion in Myanmar and
squalid refugee camps in
Bangladesh. REUTERS

EUROPE

Riskofmosquito
diseasesrising:
Healthagency
London: Europerecorded
almost as many locally
caughtcasesofdenguein
2022 as it had over the
previous 11 years, new
figures from European
Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control
(ECDC)show.Therewere
71caselastyear,mainlyin
France. Between 2010 &
2021,therewere74cases.
The health agency
warnedThursdaythereis
a rising risk ofmosquito-
bornediseasesinEurope,
including dengue, zika,
chikungunya andWest
Nile virus, linked to
changing climate and
spreadofmosquitoesthat
carrydiseases. REUTERS

DEBRISCONSISTENTWITH ‘CATASTROPHICLOSSOFPRESSURECHAMBER’

Missing submersible likely imploded,
all 5 on board dead: USCoast Guard
AnnouncementcameafterTitans’s96-houroxygensupplyneared itsend,orhadprobablyended

PATRICKWHITTLE
&HOLLYRAMER
JUNE22

THEPILOTandfourpassengersof
amissingsubmersiblethatdisap-
peareden route to thewreckage
of the Titanic are believed to be
dead, the expedition company
saidThursday.TheUSCoastGuard
said theTitan submersible likely
imploded in theNorth Atlantic
waters and therewere no sur-
vivors among the five people
aboard.

Theimplosionlikelyoccurred
neartheTitanicshipwreck,where
thesubmersiblewasheaded.“The
debrisisconsistentwiththecata-
strophiclossofthepressurecham-
ber,”RearAdm. JohnMauger, the
First Coast Guard District, said
Thursday.“Ourmostheartfeltcon-
dolencesgoouttothelovedones
ofthecrew.”

Pilot and chief executive
StocktonRush,alongwithpassen-
gers ShahzadaDawood andhis
son SulemanDawood, Hamish
Harding,andPaul-HenriNargeolet
“havesadlybeenlost,”OceanGate
Expeditionssaid.

OceanGatedidnotprovidede-
tails when the company an-
nouncedthe“lossoflife”inastate-
ment or howofficials knew the
crew members perished. The
Titan’s 96-hour oxygen supply
likelyendedearlyThursday.

OceanGatehas been chroni-
cling theTitanic’s decay and the
underwaterecosystemaround it
viayearlyvoyagessince2021.

Later Thursday, US Coast
Guardofficialssaidthesearchhad
uncoveredpartsof theTitancon-
sistentwith an implosion. The
CoastGuardsaid thepieceswere
discoveredwithinthesearcharea
byanunderwaterrobot.

The Titanwas estimated to
have about a four-day supply of
breathable airwhen it launched
SundaymorninginNorthAtlantic
—but experts have emphasised
thatwasanimpreciseapproxima-
tiontobeginwithandcouldbeex-
tended if passengershave taken
measures toconservebreathable
air.Andit’snotknowniftheysur-
vivedsincethedisappearance.

Rescuers have rushed ships,
planesandotherequipmenttothe
site of the disappearance. On
Thursday,USCoastGuardsaidan
undersearobotsentbyaCanadian
shiphadreachedtheseafloor.

USNavysaidWednesdaythat
itwas sending a specialised sal-
vage system that’s capable of
hoistinglargeobjects. AP

EMMABUBOLA
JUNE22

LIKETHEotherpassengersofthe
missing submersible, Shahzada
Dawoodlovesadventure.

FortheBritishPakistanibusi-
nessman, 48, who boarded the
vesselwithhis son,Suleman,19,
theexpeditiontothewreckofthe
Titanicfollowedayearslongpas-
sionforscienceanddiscovery,ac-
cordingtofriendsandfamily.

TheDawoodfamilydeclined
to comment as some of them
travelled to Canada, the staging
site for the search, a spokes-
womanforEngrosaid.

Shahzada Dawood and his
wife,Christine,wholiveinBritain,
alsohaveadaughter,Alina.

“MayShahzadaandSuleman
return to us safe and sound,”

Dawood’ssister,SabrinaDawood,
wroteinaFacebookmessage.

TheUniversity of Strathclyde
in Glasgow confirmed on
ThursdaythatSulemanDawood,
the 19-year-oldmanwho is on
board themissing submersible
alongwithhisfather,isabusiness

studentattheschool.Herecently
completedfirstyear,aspokesman
fortheuniversitysaid.

“Thesituationisextremelyse-
rious,” the institutewrote in a
statementTuesday.“Wearehold-
ingouteveryhopeforasuccessful
rescueandthesafereturn,” NYT

Thepilotof aRoyalCanadianAirForceCP-140Auroramaritimesurveillanceaircraftof 14Wingfliesasearchpatternfor the
missingOceanGatesubmersible.Thisphotowastakentwodaysago.Reuters

ShahzadaDawood(right)andhissonSulemanDawood.NYT

British-Pakistani father-son duo
were on board, kin head to site

AT THE SITE
AFRENCHrobotthatcan
diveupto20,000ft
underwaterhasbeensent
tohelplocatethemissing
submersible.

ACANADIANundersea
robot,sentbyaCanada
shiphasreportedly
reachedtheoceanfloor.

USNAVYwassendinga
specialisedsalvagesystem
capableofhoistingheavy
underseaentities.

Ukraine pounds
key bridge in
Crimea, cuts off
Russian routes
KyivsaysMoscowconsideringnuclear
plantattack,Russiadeniesaccusation

REUTERS
KYIV, JUNE22

UKRAINIANMISSILESstruckone
of the few bridges linking the
Crimea Peninsula with the
Ukrainian mainland early on
Thursday,cuttingoneofthemain
supply routes for Russian occu-
pationforcesinsouthernUkraine
asKyivpushestodrivethemout.

Vladimir Saldo, the head of
theRussian-installedadministra-
tioninoccupiedpartsofUkraine's
Khersonprovince,releasedvideo
of himself on the Chonhar road
bridge,where craters had been
blastedthroughtheasphalt.

“Another meaningless act
perpetrated by the Kyiv regime
onordersfromLondon. Itsolves
nothingasfarasthespecialmil-
itaryoperationisconcerned,”he
said,vowingtorepairthebridge
andrestore traffic.

He threatened to retaliate by
targeting abridge linkingneigh-
bouringMoldovatoNATO-mem-
berRomania: “Avery serious re-
sponseiscomingverysoon.”

The Chonhar bridge hit
overnight is one of just a hand-
ful of access roads to Crimea,
which is linkedtotheUkrainian
mainlandbyanarrowisthmus.

Alternative routes require
hours-longdetoursover roads in
poor condition. Russia'sRIAnew
agencyquotedRussian-installed
transport officials in Crimea as
sayingrepaircouldtakeweeks.

Meanwhile, Volodymyr
ZelenskyysaidThursdayUkraine
spiesbelieveRussiawasplotting

toreleaseradiationfromEurope’s
largestnuclearplant,anallegation
deniedbyKremlin.

ZelenskiysaidKyivwasshar-
ingitsinformationwithinterna-
tionalpartnersaboutRussia-held
Zaporizhzhiaplant inUkraine.

TheKremlindismissedtheal-
legationas“anotherlie”,andsaid
UNnuclearinspectorshadvisited
the plant and rated everything
therehighly.Zelenskyydidn’tsay
what evidence the intelligence
agenciesbasedtheirassertionon.

APROVINCETORUNOUTOFWATER INTHREEMONTHS,WHILESHORTAGE INFLAMESTENSIONSWITHCOUNTRY’SNEIGHBOURS

US scribe to be
in prison until
August: Russia

Gershkovich
washeldon
chargesof
espionage

Moscow:AMoscowcourt
on Thursday ruled that
WallStreetJournalreporter
Evan Gershkovichmust
remaininjailonespionage
charges until lateAugust,
rejecting theUS journal-
ist’sappeal tobereleased.
The 31-year-oldwas ar-
restedinMarchwhileona
reporting trip. AMoscow
courtruledinApriltokeep
him incustody till August
30, but his lawyers chal-
lengedthedecision.AP

Drought in Iran provinces leaves people chasing drops ofwater
VIVIANYEE
&LEILYNIKOUNAZAR
TEHRAN,JUNE22

SUMMER HAS come to Sistan
andBaluchistanprovince,anim-
poverishedfragmentofchapped
earth and shimmering heat in
Iran’s southeast corner, and all
people there can talk about is
howtogetwater.

Forweeksnow, taps incities
likeZahedanhaveyieldednoth-
ingbutasalty,weakeningtrickle.
In the villages that water pipes
haveneverreached,thefewres-

idents who remain say people
canbarely findenoughwater to
do the laundry or bathe them-
selves, letalonefish,farmorsus-
tain livestock.

“Sometimes,justtowashthe
dishes, we have to wait for so
long,” saidSetareh, 27, auniver-
sity student in Zahedan, the
provincial capital. “Everything
from cooking to other chores is
anordeal forus.”

Drought has stalked Iran for
centuries,butthethreatintensi-
fied in recent years as political
priorities trumped soundwater
management,expertssay.

SistanandBaluchistan,where
Iranianlawmakerswarnthewa-
terwillrunoutaltogetherwithin
threemonths,might sound like
an extreme case. But other re-
gionsarenotfarbehind.Drought
is forcingwater cuts in the capi-
tal,Tehran,shrinkingLakeUrmia,
the largest saltwater lake in the
Middle East, and the livelihoods
that camewith it, and stoking
massmigrationfromIran’scoun-
trysidetoitscities.

Now,thehazardshavespread
toIran’sborders,wherewaterdis-
putesareinflamingtensionswith
neighboringcountrieslikeTurkey

andAfghanistan.Yet thecountry
continuestospendpreciouswa-
teronagriculture,whichdoeslit-
tle to expand the economy but
keeps people working in rural
Iran, wheremany government
supporterslive.Itisalsodevelop-
ingalready-thirstyareasthatwill
onlydemandmorewater.

MismanagementofIran’swa-
ter goes back at least to Shah
MohammedReza Pahlavi, who
ruled Iran before being deposed
inits1979IslamicRevolution.He
dedicated scarcewater to build-
ingupagriculture,helpingtodes-
iccatetheancientPersiansystem

of underground aqueduct-like
canalsknownasqanats.

Sevenyearsago,Mohammad
Ehsani,afilmmaker,interviewed
farmers,herdersandotherswho
lived around the once-fertile
Hamounwetlands for a docu-
mentary,OnceHamoun.

When Ehsani returned for a
visit four months ago, it was
much worse, he said. In 2016,
residentswantedtostayontheir
land.Now“youlookattheireyes
andyouseeagony,”hesaid.

“Villages are emptying out,
oneaftertheother.”“Theregion,”
headded,“isdestroyed.” NYT

Thedried-outZayanderudriverbedinIsfahan,Iran.NYT

Xi orders overhaul of
safety measures after
restaurant blast kills 31

MUNIRAHMED
ISLAMABAD , JUNE22

PAKISTAN’S PREMIER Shahbaz
Sharif met Thursday with the
head of InternationalMonetary
Fund (IMF) on the sidelines of a
globalfinancingmeetinginParis,
hoping to unlock a $6 billion
bailoutandgaincriticaltrancheof
$1.1 billion in loanswhich has
beenonholdsinceNovember.

Themeeting between Sharif
and IMF’s Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva at Summit
for aNewGlobal Financing Pact
comes aweek before the $6 bil-
lion bailout package originally
signedbetween the IMFand the
country’s formerPrimeMinister
ImranKhanin2019expires.

Thursday’smeeting came a
week after the IMF slammed a
proposed annual budget pre-
sentedtoparliamentbyPakistan’s
government. Esther Perez Ruiz,

IMF’srepresentativeforPakistan,
said ina statement that thedraft
budget failed to implement a
fairer tax systemaspromised in
thebailoutagreement.

Sharif and Georgieva ex-
changed views on cooperation
between Pakistan and IMF and
the primeminister explained

measures taken to improve the
economy,a statementsaid.

He told Georgieva that
Pakistanwascommittedtofulfill-
ing itsobligationsasagreedwith
the IMF and said hehoped they
wouldreleasekeytrancheof$1.1
billionfromthe$6billionbailout
assoonaspossible, itsaid. AP

Firefightersuseawater
cannonas they fight the
blaze inParis. AP

PakistanPMShehbazSharif
withmanagingdirectorof
IMFKristalinaGeorgieva, in
Paris,onWednesday.Reuters

ZENSOO
HONGKONG ,JUNE22

CHINA’S PRESIDENT ordered a
national safety campaign on
Thursday after amassive cook-
ing gas explosion at a barbecue
restaurant in the northwest
killed 31 people and injured
sevenothersontheeveofalong
holidayweekend.

The blast tore through the
restaurant at around 8:40 p.m.
Wednesday on a busy street in
Yinchuan, the capital of the tra-
ditionallyMuslimNingxia Hui
Autonomous Region, as people
gathered ahead of the Dragon
BoatFestival, theofficialXinhua
NewsAgencysaid.

Theexplosionleftmanypeo-
ple unconscious and they
needed to be carried out of the
shop, according to the online

news site The Paper, which
quoted amember of the search
and rescue team. Victims in-
cluded elderly people and high
school students, it said.

Anhourbeforetheexplosion,
employees noticed the smell of
cookinggasanddiscoveredthat
agas tankvalvewasbroken, ac-
cording toXinhua. The blast oc-
curredwhile an employeewas
replacing thevalve.

President Xi Jinping de-
mandedurgentmedicalcarefor
theinjuredandasafetyoverhaul
after theexplosion,Xinhua said.
Heurgedeffortstoquicklydeter-
minethecauseandholdpeople
accountableunder the law.

Nine people have been de-
tained by authorities, including
the owner of the restaurant,
shareholders and employees.
Theirassetshavealsobeenfrozen,
accordingtoXinhua. AP

IFTHEbailoutdoesnot
goahead,thatcouldtrig-
geraneconomicmelt-
downatatimewhen
Pakistanisstrugglingto
avoidadefaultwithhelp
fromChina,Saudi ,and
UAE.Arecoveryhasbeen
hinderedbyfloodslast
summerthatkilled1,739
peopleandcaused$30
billionindamage.

Ifbailout
doesn’tunlock

Shehbazmeets IMF head, hopes
to get $6-bn deal to avoid default

NAGPUR
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IFBENStokeshadwalkedawayfromcricket
as he deliberated after his father’s death in
2020,perhapsBazballwouldhavesemi-ex-
istedasadreamyhypothesisinthebackyard
of BrendonMcCullum’s rumination. For no
cricketer in England had in their gaze em-
bodiesthephilosophy,withall itsmagicand
madness, strengths and flaws, genius and
flakiness,asmuchasStokesdoes. Itcouldbe
amethod of playing cricket forged and for-
mulated in the ideals of McCullum, but for
the ideas tomanifest, to assume a human
form,herequiredStokes.

It’s the throbbing soul of all path-break-
ingideologies. Ideascannotfulfillonitsown,
itneedstofindtherightmenattherighttime
and place. Douglas Jardinewould not have
embraced the Bodyline without Harold
Larwood, the coal-miner’s son from
Nottingham who would rattle Donald
Bradman andmates with his frightening
pace. Clive Lloydwould not have installed
the pace quartet, hadWest Indies not been
giftedwithsupremequicks.Histeamscould
nothaveterrorizedbatterswithdibbly-dob-
bly-wibbly-wobblymediumpacers.Asport-
ingphilosophyisoftenaproductofmultiple
factorsfallinginplace,andnottheflickingof
amagic switch.

Like RinusMichels needed Johan Cruyff
for Total Football to tick, like Pep Guardiola
requiredXaviandIniestaforTiki-Takatocon-
quer theworld,McCullum required Stokes
as the apostle to spread his gospel. It’s not
thatheisEngland’sgreatestplayerofhisgen-
eration;thereisJoeRoot,thefinestbatsman
of his generation and arguably the greatest
hiscountryhadeverproduced;there’sJames
Anderson and Stuart Broad, the third and
fifthhighestwicket-takersinthelongestfor-
mat, endowedwithpowerandpersonality.

ButStokesisdifferent;notthatheisnec-
essarily better. There is something intangi-
ble about him that inspires those around
him.Hecouldinfluencethemenaroundhim,
makethemdazzle inhisownlight.LikeJack
Leachinthatepiclast-wicketpartnershipin
Headingley; he could create colossus from
discards, like JonnyBairstow;hecouldcoax
the men he wants out of retirements, as
MoeenAli reciprocatedhis call to bepart of
theAshes; JoeRoothas takenhis batsman-
ship toa fewnotcheshigher.Of all thebats-
men, it was Rootwho unfurled the Bazball
shotsunderpressureinthefirstTest,reverse-
lappingandcharging.

Stokes could conquer fate too, he could
bendfate toperformunusual tricks, like the
ricocheted six in the 2019World Cup final;
hecouldtwistsdestines.Sometimes,Stokes
makes moments, sometimes moments
makeStoke.

No one symbolizes the systematic care-
freeness of Bazball as Stokes either. At the
heartofMcCullum,BazballandStokesisthe
schoolboy-like thrill of playing the game.
Playing the game for the plain joy it derives
them, uncomplicated and unstained by
greedandmoney.Definitely,theyplaytowin
(as Stokes said how every “loss hurts”) but
winningseemsalmostsecondarytothepure
funtheygetfromturningupandplayingthe
game. There is a child-like innocence about
howtheyplay,unshackledfromtheclutches
of cynicism and negativity. And for all the
bravado, there is no arrogance. Like Steve
Waugh’s Invincibles without the toxic
machismo. The fans have caught that vibe,
andare turningevangelists.

It’s as though the essence of their game
istospreadasmileonthefaceoftheviewers,
tobatandbowl,keepandfieldwithasmile.
“I’mmorea ‘let’s crackon, lads’, lead-by-ex-
ampleguy.ButIamclearonwhatwe’retry-
ing todohere,” Stokeswrote about his cap-
taincy inPlayers’Tribune.McCullumwould
elaborate further: “He’s been superb, his
messaginghasbeenveryconsistentandvery
articulate as well. He doesn’t speak all the
timebutwhenhedoesspeak, it’sbangon.”

Thatthemenaroundhimenjoyhislead-
ershipmanifests in their joie de vivre. You
couldhearthechucklesandtheguffaws,the

giggles and chatter. They are not delusional
in thinking that they could hunt down any
target, orwinamarch fromanyadversesit-
uation. Stokes has stripped the air of nerv-
ousseriousness in thedressing rooms.

He is perhaps the least sober of England
captains in recent times. Joe Root’s silence
was often a sign of nervousness; Andrew
Strauss alwayswalkedwith a battered look
on his face; Kevin Pietersen wore false
bravado, Nasser Hussain faux-aggression,
MichaelVaughanabit aloof.

This is not to say he is faultless.
Oftentimes, there seems a blind subcon-
sciouscommitmenttorejecteverythingthat
isorthodox.They ignoredthestatofUsman
Khawaja being weaker against over-the-
wickets attack and kept taking it across de-
spitelackofresults.Likethesubcontinental-
style field, with two catching covers and
catching mid-wickets, he set to Usman
Khawaja before he reached hundred.
Khawaja nullified the threat by defending
with soft hands. Duringhis standwithAlex
Carey,Stokesover-attackedthelatter.Before
that he furnished ample boundary-scoring
chancestoTravisHead. Therewashardlyany
cover on the ropes, and he persisted with
MoeenAliforfartoolong.Hissevenoversaf-
terthebreakleaked45,ofwhich38camevia
boundaries. It’sapassagewheretheconven-
tionaldry-an-end-upploywouldhavefrus-
trated the Australian batters. Similarly, he
over-lingeredwith Joe Root in the last-in-
nings chasewhen thenewballwasdue.He
endedupbleedingruns.Hechosenottoavail
the services of the most successful fast
bowler in the format’shistoryaswell.

Being radical
It’s the flip-side of nonconformity. But

Stokes could rattle out the instanceswhere
someofhisradicalployshaveworkedinthe
Test. Like the Brumbrella field thatmelted
the patience of Khawaja, or the short-ball
barrageinthefirst inningstowhipawaythe
tail-enders.Orbringinghimselfontoripout
Khawajaduring thechase.

By his own admission, he has lost his
bowlingvim.Frequentinjurieshavewearied
his shoulders and knees. The pace has re-
duced—onceuponatimeheusedtohitearly
140 kph. The balls have lost its snap and
bite—once upon a time he was the work-

horsethirdseamer,pluggingawayendlessly,
up the slope, against thewind, bustling like
alocalbusstackedwithpassengers,ensuring
theRollsRoyce-likeAndersonandBroadgot
adequate time to refuel. There was even a
sense of un-fulfillment, that he never blos-
somed into thebowlerhewas touted tobe,
never scaled to helm of all-rounders’ peak,
whichhispotentialmerited.

But he has the knack of producingmo-
ments.Andsohedid.Thereisalwaysabrush
of magic, a stray ray of light, a touch of the
cosmic energy buzzing on his finger-tips.
Andsohedeliveredanothermoment. Injust
sixballs.

Brush ofmagic
The first two balls were length balls on

leg-stump.Possiblyaloosenerortwo,prob-
ably a pair of bait balls. Khawaja could at-
temptsomethingoutrageous,anairyflickor
shove. He didn’t. So he reverted to good
length on off-stump, or just outside. The
Australian had been leaving such a ball all
along the innings.

Unlike Anderson or Broad, he need not
have to fear for the ball bending back vi-
ciously tohithispadsor stumps.ButStokes
gavehimmoretimetoreact.Sometimes,too
much time is a dangerous thing in cricket.
Toomany thoughts could cloud the clarity.
SoStokes,slippedinaslowleg-cutter,witha
curious three fingergrip—the thumb, index
and middle and ring finger all clustered to-
gether,

Astheball isreleasedtheindexandmid-
dle fingerworkdown the side of the ball so
thatthethumbpassesroundundertheball,
generatingspinontheball. Thetechniqueis
thesame,onlythatthethumbisclosertothe
index finger thanusual.

Theball landedalmost inthesameterri-
tory as the previous three had. Only that it
was slower and lower. The ball grazed than
poundedthesurface.Khawajashapedtotap
the ball towards the cover, but instead
crampedhimselfandendedupchoppingthe
ball to thestumps.

HadEnglandnailedthethriller, itwould
have been the game-changing moment.
Instead,Stokesenduredtheagonyof askier
slipping through his hands. Australia were
33runsawaywhenheshelledNathanLyon.
Stokescouldbeafalliblemanonthefieldtoo.

Outsideit,hehadsufferedclutchingdepres-
sion and once thought of relinquishing the
game, enduredpanic attacks before games,
as depictedpoignantly in thedocumentary
Ben Stokes: Phoenix from the Ashes. Best
friendStuartBroadevenfearedStokeswould
neverplaycricket.

Twoyears after the dark space hewad-
ing through, he finds himself leading
England forward with a thrillingly
dopamine-sprayingbrandof cricket. Itbur-
nisheshishaloevenbrighter.Themanwho
came back from the brink, the man who
pickedthepiecesofhisscatteredcareerand
re-glued tomake a beautiful portrait. He’s
anoutlier, astateschool-educatedEngland
Testcaptain.Heconnectsemotionallywith
theteamandfansalike,makethemexperi-
encehis ownexperience.

His tacticswouldpolarise the cricketing
world, more so when they lose, but none
woulddisagreethathisteamdoesnotthrill.
But for the tactical enterprise of Stokes and
Co,atthehandsofamoreconventionalcap-
tain,thegamewouldhavemeanderedintoa
dull, boring draw the audiencewould have
forgotten even before thematchwas over.
ButStokes’sEnglandfills themwithmemo-
ries andmoments, somethingdefining and
everlasting, a spectacle grander than a vic-
tory or defeat. And remember how bad
Englandwere in Test cricket before Stokes
tookover.

Hisperspectives arenuanced to see the
biggerpicture.Hewrotein Players’Tribune:
“What’s at stake, and it’s bigger than just
myself andmyownambitionson the field.
It’s about inspiring the next generation of
players. The landscape is changing. Cricket
as a sport is evolving in a hugeway. Faster
than it ever has before. Formats like T20,
TheHundredandODIsarebringingmoney
andopportunities forplayersthatdidn’tex-
ist even 15 years ago. but the best way to
keep Test cricket alive and at the pinnacle
of thesport is toworkharder toshowplay-
ers something that excites them and in-
spires them.”

He is not treading the trope of a cricket
intellectual,butspeakingwithalltheroman-
ticismhefeelsaboutTestcricketbutthrough
thelensofarebel.Thatinessenceishisbrand
of cricket too: at the heart of it is romance,
but coatedwithstreaksof rebellion.

Captain, rebel, outlier
LikeCruyffwasessential forTotalFootball,Xavi-Iniestavital toTiki-Taka,England’sBenStokes is thebeatingheartof Bazball

I amnot going to change theway I have gone aboutmy cricket because it is theAshes.
BENSTOKES, ENGLANDCAPTAIN

England reducing
Ashes to exhibition,
says Boycott

‘Forgettable cricketer’,
‘WhoOlllie?’

FORMER CAPTAIN, Geoffrey
Boycotthas lashedoutatBenStokes
and Co. for getting
"carried away with
Bazball" and not
making winning a
priority, adding that
England are in dan-
ger of reducing the
Ashes to an exhibi-
tionseries. "Englandare indangerof
reducingtheAshestoanexhibition,"
Boycottwroteinhisscathingcolumn
for 'The Telegraph'. "England have
got carried away with Bazball and
seem to think entertaining is more
important than winning. But
England supporters want one thing
morethananythingelse--towinthe
Ashes."The legendarycricketer said
winning ismore important thanen-
tertaining."Scoringfastruns,whack-
ing lots of fours and sixes is lovely. It
is great. But only if England do not
lose sightof thebigprizewhich is to
beatAustralia.”PTI

LEGENDARY AUSTRALIAN crick-
eter Matthew Hayden has called
England pacer Ollie Robinson a "for-
gettable cricketer", while wicket-
keepinggreatIanHealyhasdismissed
the 29-year-old quick, saying "Who,
Ollie?" Robinsonwas trolled for his
expletive-laden sendoff of Usman
Khawaja after he dismissed the
Australian opener for 141 in the first
innings of the Ashes opener at
Edgbaston.Howeverinthesecondes-
say, he could not break the partner-
ship between tail-enders Pat
Cummins and Nathan Lyon who
chased down the target on the fifth
day to give the visitors a 1-0 lead in
the series. "That's how you combat
England as well. As soon as Pat
Cummins started coming at JoeRoot
and hit a couple of sixes... then the
otherbloke (Robinson), he's a forget-
table cricketer," Hayden said on 'Sen
Radio' onWednesday. "A fast bowler
that is bowling 124 (kmph) and he's
got a mouth from the south," said
Hayden about Robinson. Former
Australianwicketkeeper Healy even
refused to acknowledge Robinson's
existence, saying, "Who, Ollie
Robinson?" PTI

SHIVANINAIK
JUNE22

ITWASat17-all in theopeningset.Anthony
GintingengagedPriyanshuRajawatinalong
rally and tried to probe him on all corners,
attempting all lengths at his home court of
Istora Senayan. Nothing worked, and the
pointwouldgotoRajawat,theopenertooaf-
ter he played a stunning defensive reflex
which ended up a backhand winner.
Nibbling into 2 set points from 18-20,
Rajawatwould draw out errors - a nervous
Gintingprodatthenetandthenextonelong
as the Indianwon22-20 tostun the Istora.

Ginting had to summon all his experi-
ence to finally win in 3. But Rajawat gave
enoughevidence that hewas ready tobat-
tle in the big league. Winning a couple of
net battles here, and unleashing a few full
blooded smashes there, Rajawat kept the
WorldNo2 Indonesianonhis toes.Mostof
all he was unafraid of the Ginting pace
which can throw off most rookies. Instead
he used it to deflect shots by working out
angles on the court.

Inthe21-year-old, Indiahasfoundanew
men's singles contender, who along with
LakshyaSenandKiranGeorgewill formthe
newgenerationof challengers for titles.His
talenthasbeenspokenof forawhilenow. It
isthegameandthepower,theskillsandthe
nousthatiscomingtogethernow,andmade
its imprinton theminds,watchingThesec-
ondroundat Istora.

A scrawny kid from Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh,Priyanshufollowedhisolderbrother
Kunal(who'ssincestoppedplaying)intobad-
minton.HewaspickedforPullelaGopichand's
Gwalioracademyatage8becauseofhislight-
eningfastfeetandhands.Hewasthin,buthad
unbelievable legspeedandhandspeed from
thenetandback-likeSrikanth.

Contemporarybadmintonhas twogears
it's often said - the LohKeanYewspeed and
theAnthonyGintingpace. Then there is the
temperedPriyanshuRajawatspeedwhichhas
beenschooledtonotplayrashly.Forintheearly
years,Rajawatrushedandstruggledtocontain
momentumwhenpushingthespeedthrottle
in younger years, unable tohandle thehead
rush. Yet, it's this speed that helpshimreach
anycornerof thecourt,andaidshisnaturally

skilledplacementof thestroke.
The errors did pile up against Ginting as

thewildhittingcouldn'tbetamedinthesec-
ondandthe third.

What raises expectations is that coach
Gopichandhashimself focussedonRajawat
extensively, and his involvement in his de-
velopmentisabsolute.Havinghimcourtside

must've been considerable help in the
Gintingmatch.It'sGopichandwhoalsocon-
vincedhimheneededtolearnmeditationto
get a grip on his hyper excessive speed and
resultant impatience.

"Itriedfootballanddidn'tenjoy.Butwitha
racquet inhand, I just lovedhitting the shut-
tle. Leavinghomeat8wastough,butyouget
used to it," hehad said earlier, having shifted
toHyderabadadecadeago.Hisspeed,strokes
perfection, accuracy, power andbody fitness
were honed inHyderabad. Having lost two
years to Covid though, the transition to sen-
iors, gotdelayed,but it's alsowhenhe lefthis
laidbacknaturebehindrealisingtherigoursof
internationalbadminton.

There isa riff of Srikanth inhim,buthe's
greatlyinfluencedbySameerVerma,whose

reflex defense echoed in that shot against
Ginting.Hehadthebetterof theIndonesian
inabunchofnetexchanges,hasthepickups
andtheexpansivekillsmashneededtoclose
outgames.It'shisquickturnsfromtheback-
court thatareeye-catching.

"Haarnaa gandaa lagtaa hai. (It feels
wretchedtolose). Ihavetobepreparedforit
tobevery tough,"hehadonce said, andde-
spitenickingasetoffGintinghewill ruenot
going the distance. There have beenwins
againstTsunayemaandNishimoto though.

Comparisons with Lakshya Sen are in-
evitable, though Sen already boasts of a
World Championship bronze and an All
Englandfinal fromhisbreakthroughseason
last year. Rajawat needs not only to get the
marqueescalpsbutalsogodeep intodraws
andcontendfortitleslikeKodaiNaraokaand
Kunlavut Vitidsarn. All this while staying
away frominjuries.

With theOlympic qualification race on,
Rajawat'strueambitionoughttobepointingat
Paris,thoughhisrankingisonlyinthe30sright
now.IftheGintinggameisanyevidence,there
aremakings of a blockbuster,with Istora be-
ingameretrailertowhatistocome.

Influenced by Sameer, with a riff of Srikanth, Rajawat canmake it to Paris

PriyanshuRajawat,alongwithLakshyaSenandKiranGeorge,will formthenew
generationof Indianchallengers for titles.PTI

I tried football anddidn't enjoy.
Butwith a racquet in hand, I just
lovedhitting the shuttle. Leaving
homeat8was tough, but youget
used to it.”

-PRIYANSHURAJAWAT

Our style was
validated:McCullum
ENGLAND COACH Brendon
McCullumsaidtheopeningAshestest
"validated" their attacking approach
despite the two-wicket defeat at
Edgbaston and that they would be
evenmore aggressive in the second
matchof theseries. “Obviouslyyou'd
rather have won the game, but the
way that we played, I think it's vali-
dated our style,” McCullum told
Britishmedia. “If we'd have got a lit-
tlebitof therubof thegreenthenwe
might havebeenon theother side of
it. Itwasacrackingtestmatchandtwo
very different styles of play. I'm sure
they(Australia)willsticksolidtothat
strategy all theway through,which I
think is great becausewe'll go a little
harder. Ithinkitmakesforareallyen-
tertainingnext fewtestmatches.”

REUTERS

Competing after
8months, Anand
beats Duda to
seal win for team

AMITKAMATH
JUNE22

FIVE-TIME MEN’S
world champion
Viswanathan
Anand and four-
time women’s
world champion
Hou Yifan led the
Ganges
Grandmasters to a
10-4 victory over

theChingariGulfTitansonthefirstdayofthe
first editionof theGlobalChessLeague.

WhatmadethewinspecialfortheIndian
was the fact that itwashis first competitive
game innearlyeightmonths.

“It was a nice game and therewere bits
of itwhich Iwasveryproudof. But I didno-
tice one or two inexactmoves slip in, espe-
ciallyafter Imade them.

“Youmake them and then realise and
think ‘Iwish I had seen theothermoveear-
lier,’” the 35-year-old Anand told Tania
Sachdevafter thegame.

Asked if beating a young player like 25-
year-oldDudawas extra special in the time
format, the five-timeworld championsaid:
“Of course, you have to say this year Duda
hasbeenplaying incrediblywell. Iwas very
happy to start off on the right foot. I’ll take
anywin, butwinning againstDudawas ex-
tranice.”

Yifan,meanwhile, tookdownAlexandra
Kosteniuk in a battle of former women’s
worldchampions.

There is a touch of history between the
two players. It was the Russian Kosteniuk
who had beaten Yifan when the Chinese
player first competed in awomen’s world
championship final. Yifanwas 14 years old
at that point. Shewent on to bounce back
fromthatdefeatwithfourworldtitles,mark-
ing her as one of the greatest players the
sporthas seen.

On Thursday, theGangesGrandmasters
hadwonthetossandchosentoplayalltheir
boardswithwhite. It’s anovelty introduced
intheleague:awinforaplayerplayingwith
white earns you three points, while a win
withblackearnsyoufour.Adrawiswortha
point foreachplayer.

Thescoringsystemislikelytohaveanim-
pactongamesaswitnessedinthefirstgame
of the night where the upGrad Mumba
MasterspippedtheTriveniContinentalKings
by a one-point margin. The Kings, playing
white, were leading thanks to a win by
China’sWeiYioverViditGujrathi,whichac-
counted for three points. But Alexander
Grischuk upset the Kings’ applecart with a
win over Yangyi Yu, whichwasworth four
points.

Anand, though, said he did not believe
that thedecision topickwhite or blackwas
agamechanger, at least fornow.

“You have to pick a colour, and Pravin
Thipsay(GangesGrandmasters teamman-
ager) chose white. But it’s 50-50. I don’t
think it’s such a big decision yet. Yes, the
four points that black gets for winning is
quite intriguing,becausewesawitdecided
the first game. Although I have to say that
they(upGradMumbaMasters)neededsev-
eral Hands of God (slices of luck) to win.
They had more Hands of God than Diego
(Maradona)himself.Theyweresobusted!”
chuckledAnand.

TheGangesGrandmasterswill returnon
Friday for a game against the SG Alpine
Warriors, whichwill see Anand take on re-
cently-dethronedfive-timeworldchampion
Magnus Carlsen, who he lost the World
Championshiptitlematchtoin2013and2014.

“It’sthebigmatch.Anoldfriend,”smiled
Anand.

Saturday and Sunday will see four
matcheseach.BeforeCarlsenmeetsAnand,
he will be slotted to take on another ‘old
friend’ intheformof IanNepomniachtchi—
themanwho he beat to seal his last world
championship title — as the SG Alpine
Warriors face off against the Balan Alaskan
Knights.

ALCARAZSAILS INTOQUARTERS
London: Top seed Carlos Alcaraz cruised into the quarter-finals of the
Queen’s Club Championships after he beat Jiri Lehecka 6-2 6-3 on
Thursday. Alcaraz is playing on grass for the first time this week
since his fourth-round exit at Wimbledon last year and he is slowly
getting to grips with the unfamiliar, faster surface.REUTERS
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Ad-hoc panel makes it
one-bout trial for six
protesting wrestlers

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

THEIOAad-hocpanelhasreducedtheupcomingAsianGames
andWorldChampionshipselection toaone-boutcompetition
forsixprotestingwrestlers,whowillberequiredtobeatjustthe
winnersof the trials to seal their places in the Indian teams for
the twoprestigiousevents.

Thesixwrestlers—VineshPhogat,BajrangPunia,SakshiMalik,
SangeetaPhogat,SatywartKadianandJitenderKinha—havenotjust
gottheexemptionfromappearingintheinitialtrials,theyhavealso
beenpromisedthattheywillcompeteagainstthewinnersofthetri-
alsbetweenAugust5and15.ThewrestlershadrequestedtheSports
MinistrytoallowthemtoappearintheAsianGamestrialsinAugust
becausetheyareunder-preparedforthecompetitionduetotheir
long-drawnprotestagainstoutgoingWFIchiefBrijBhushanSharan
Singh,whoisfacingsexualharassmentcharges.

Elitewrestlers likeBajrangandVineshhavebeengivenex-
emptions byWFI from full trials in the past to protect them
from injuries but never ever Sangeeta Phogat, Satyawart
Kadian and JitenderKinhawere considered for such a favour.
The ad-hoc panel is required to hold the Asian Games trials
before July 15 -- the deadline to send the details of all Indian
squads to theorganisers.

RAHULSADHU
KOLKATA,JUNE22

ONEOF themost iconic and successful foot-
ballclubsinIndia,EastBengal,hasmadeapub-
licappeal forcrowdfundingas itcontinuesto
battledeepfinancialcrisis.

The IndianSuperLeagueside,whichhas
struggledtoachieveanythingofsignificance
inthelastfewyears,hasbeenleftcrippledfi-
nanciallyasithassoughtinvestorsonmulti-
ple ocassions. But now, East Bengal officials
ledbyDebabrataSarkar,a.k.aNituda,anex-
ecutive committeemember of the club, is
seeking to raise Rs 6 croreswithin one year
viacrowdfunding.

Inrecentyears,crowdfundinghasbecome
amethodwhereclubsuseittoraisemoneyfor
variouspurposes. But in Indian football, this
comesasafirst.

Twodays ago, in an advertorial in a local
daily, the club shared its bankaccountnum-
berandaQRcodeandcalledforfanstocome
outanddonateanyamountastheypleaseand
sharethedetailsonaWhatsAppnumber.

Trying to strike the emotional chord, the
clubofficialshavebeengoingtoNorthBengal,
Tripura, Assamand evenBangladesh to col-
lect funds. "We (as in thosewhomigrated
fromBangladesh) camebegging andweare
once again begging to fans to come forward
and shower their love. The amount thatwe
collect canbe invested in developing our fa-
cilitiesandinvestingrassrootsdevelopment.
If there is any surplus amount that can be
utilised inevensigningplayers. This canalso
helpinbetteringtheperformanceoftheclub,"
SarkartoldTheIndianExpress.

"EastBengalhasmillionsof fans.Manyof
themhaveoften toldus - 'thatuseus toyour
strength and takehelp fromus'. Those in the
workingcommitteehavecommittedtopayRs
5lakhs.Soweareexpectingtoraisemorethan
acrorefromthem.Apartfromthisfanscanpay
usanythingfromRs100toRs1000. Inreturn
wewillgivethemacertificateandkeepanac-
countofeverymoneypaidtous,"headded.

"Wehaveagoodrapportwithourneigh-
bouring country, especially theAbahani.We
havea lotof fans inBangladesh, andwehave
been told that a lot of them aremore than
happy to help," said an officialwhodid not
wanttobenamed.

However, former India captain
BhaichungBhutia,whoscoredhis firsthat-
trick against Mohun Bagan while playing

for East Bengal in 1997, expressed surprise
at themove. "Yes, theclubneeds funds,but
it is very confusing. Right now, East Bengal
hasaninvestorandcrowdfundingformeis
difficult to understand," Bhutia told The
Indian Express.

MehtabHossain,whoplayed10seasons
forEastBengal,believesthat theclubneeds
to survive right now. "Desperate times call
for desperatemeasures. The goal is for the
clubtosomehowwadeoutof thissituation.
As a former player, I shall definitely stand
bytheclubandcontribute inwhateverway
I can," said Hossain while talking to The
Indian Express.

"Every little bit helps. Soplease, dowhat
youcan to supportEastBengal Football Club.
Together,wecansavethis iconicclubanden-
sure its legacy continues formany years,"
Hossainadded.

"Committeehastakenadecisiondepend-
ing on the current financial position. But it

seemsliketheyneedmoneynowbecausethey
neverhadaproper fund.Onemustalsokeep
aneyeonhowthesefundsareutilized.Maybe
thenwecandecidewhether thiswas agood
moveorabadone," saidanother formerEast
BengalplayerSuryaBikashChakraborty.

Sceptical supporters
Fans, though, aren't impressed. Therehas

beenalotofcriticismonline."Itisquitesadthat
aclubwhichboastsofmillionsof supporters,
isfindingitdifficulttocollectevenRs6crores,"
saidDibyendranathBanerjea,adiehardfanof
EastBengal.Another,DebkumarSarkar,opined
that crowdfunding could also lead tomisuse
of funds. "One thing they cando is gopublic
withcompanysharesandalsoreleasetheirfi-
nancial reports every year in a transparent
manner,"hesaid.

"Weareagainstthisbecausethereislim-
ited transparency in this process. How the
clubofficialswillutilize it isalsoagreyarea.

Also, if there is anaudit, it has tobedoneby
an independent organization.We had do-
natedbeforebuthaveyettogetaproperan-
swer as tohowtheamountwasutilized. So
wedemand complete transparency," said a
member of East Bengal Ultras, one of the
largest fangroups.

The East Bengal ultras fan page also is-
suedastronglywordedstatementandsaid,
"Whathavetheseofficialsdonesofarforthe
people inNorth Bengal that they have now
come to beg? They could have had tie ups
with local clubs in the region but they did
not.Wedonottrusttheseofficials.Wewant
total transparency in the process and they
canalsostartmembership. If theychargeRs
5000foranonlinemembershipalltheywill
needis12000memberstoreachthetargetof
Rs6 Cr. Thiswillmake it transparent or else
wewillboycott thismove.Wealsohavean-
other query - this can work for a year but
whataboutnextyear?Will theycomebeg-
gingagain?Is itpossibletodothisyearafter
year?", theyasked.

Butit'snotalldarkandgloomyfortheclub.
EastBengalhavebeensigningplayersandthey
recently bolstered their attacking lineupby
ropingintheSpanishduoofJavierSiverioand
SaulCrespo.So,allinall,itisnotsuchabadsit-
uationasyetbutalongwindowremainsinthe
horizon.

Cash-strappedclubseeksfinancialsupportbutfansremainunconvincedwiththemove&havedemandedmoretransparency

East Bengal’s SOS: Crowdfunding

EastBengalofficialshavebeengoingtoNorthBengal,Tripura,AssamandevenBangladeshtocollect funds. Express
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THE INTERNATIONAL Boxing Association's
(IBA) recognition as the global body for the
sport was stripped on Thursday by the
InternationalOlympicCommittee(IOC)due
to its failure to complete reforms on gover-
nance, financeandethical issues.

TheIOC'sextraordinarysession,heldon-
lineonThursday,rubber-stampedanexecu-
tive board recommendation by 69 votes to
one towithdrawthe IBA's recognition.

The IBA, which called the decision "a
tremendous error", had tried to have it
blocked through an urgent appeal to the
CourtofArbitrationforSport,sport'shighest
court,whichrejectedtheappealonTuesday.

The IOC had previously suspended the
IBA in 2019 over governance, finance, ref-
ereeing and ethical issues and did not in-
volve it in running theboxingeventsat the
TokyoOlympics.Boxing is part of the Paris
2024Olympics but thequalificationbouts
and the competition are being run by the
IOC and not the IBA, aswas the case at the
TokyoGames in 2021.

Other issues such as a sponsorship deal
withRussianenergygiantGazpromthatwas
terminated in thewakeof Russia's invasion
ofUkraine furthercomplicatedtheposition
of theIBA,whichis ledbyRussianbusiness-
manUmarKremlev.

Tremendous error: IBA
"TheIOChasmadeatremendouserrorby

withdrawingitsrecognitionoftheIBA,reveal-
ing its truepoliticizednature," the IBAsaid in
a statement. "Wehave successfully imple-
mentedallrecommendationsoutlinedbythe
IOCinitsroadmap.Despitethechallenges,the
IBA remains committed to thedevelopment
of boxing, the preservation of its independ-
ence, and theorganizationof official tourna-
ments andWorldBoxingChampionships at
thehighestlevel.Wepossessthelegalrightto
doso,andwearepreparedtodefenditbefore
anyappropriateauthority,"theIBAsaid.

WhiletheIOCregularlyremovesoradds
sportstotheOlympicGamesprogrammeto
make themmore attractive to younger au-
diences, it is extremely rare for theOlympic
bodytostripan internationalsports federa-
tion'srecognition.TheIBA'sactionshaveled
to the creation of a breakaway group called
WorldBoxingandseveralcountrieshaveleft
the IBAto join theneworganisation.

IOC strips
world boxing
body of its
recognition

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

AZADSINGHMalikvividlyremembershow
onceheshoutedat India’s topgoal scorerat
recently-concluded Junior Asia Cup, Annu,
forreportinglateaftershelefthomeforonly
twodaysandcameback fivedays later.

Annuwipinghertears,toldAzad,“sirbus
kiraye ke paise nahi they tabhi late ho gayi
(Sir IgotstuckathomebecauseIdidn’thave
the required bus fare).Annu’s father Raj Pal,
is a farmer. His financesweren’t enough to
support Annu’s training aswell as academ-
ics.Thefreeaccommodationcaughthiseyes
andagainstthewishesofhiswifehedecided
tosendAnnuto thenursery inSirsa.

“After a week, my parents came to see
me. Themoment I sawmymother I started
crying. After seeingme in tears,mymother
also started crying. She beggedmy father
thatwemust takeher (Annu)home.My fa-
therwas rigid and he said ‘If I will take her
homenow,shewillkeeprunningawayfrom
alltheproblemsinfuture.’Lethergiveacou-
ple of weeks, let her settle down. He was
right.Afteraweek,myparents left, I got lost
in hockey andmy father’s decision turned

out tobeablessing forme,” shesaid.
“On Friday, she left for her home and

wassupposedtocomebackonSunday.She
joinedonWednesdayandwhenyourmost
obedient and hard working student does
something like that as a coach, you lose
your temper. I gave her a mouthful. She
startedcryingandthenwhatshesaid isstill
inmy subconsciousmind,”Malik told The
Indian Express.

“I had no clue about her financial situa-
tion.Sheusedtoplaywithborrowedhockey
sticks. I didabitof findingandwhen I came
toknowthereason,whyherparentssenther
toSirsaNurseryandthentoSAI’sHissarcen-
tre, it brokemyheart,”headded.

At theageof nine,Annu,whohails from
Roj Khera in Haryana’s Jind district, moved
to a sports nursery in Sirsa run by the
Haryana government, where accommoda-
tionandmealswere free.

“Istartedplayingatmyschool.Therewas
no astroturf,weused to play in the school’s
premises only. One of my school teachers
toldmy father that I amgood inhockeyand
hemust takeme toSirsa for trials. I didwell
gotpicked,”Annu,India’sleadinggoalscorer
at theWomen’s Junior Asia Cup, told this
newspaper.

Annu’s father Raj Pal, is a farmer. His fi-
nances weren’t enough to support Annu’s
training as well as academics. The free ac-
commodation caught his eyes and against
the wishes of his wife he decided to send
Annuto thenursery inSirsa.

“After a week, my parents came to see
me. Themoment I sawmymother I started
crying. After seeingme in tears,mymother
also started crying. She beggedmy father

thatwemust takeher (Annu)home.My fa-
therwas rigid and he said ‘If I will take her
homenow,shewillkeeprunningawayfrom
alltheproblemsinfuture.’Lethergiveacou-
ple of weeks, let her settle down. He was
right.Afteraweek,myparents left, I got lost
in hockey andmy father’s decision turned
out tobeablessing forme,” shesaid.

It was Raj Pal, who first saw the glint in
Annu’seyes,whenshesawtheimageofRani
Rampal ina localnewspaper.RajPal,would
try to arrange thenewspaper everyday and
wouldtrytocollectalltheinformationabout
RaniRampal.

“He used to narrate the stories of Rani
di tome. I remember therewas a big story
onher abouther journey, the struggle and
the financial struggles shehadto face.Rani
di’s story inspired my father and later on,
shebecamethemotivation formeaswell,”
recalledAnnu.

Dribbling abilities
AfterplayingforoneandhalfyearsatSirsa,

AnnucaughttheeyesofAzadSingh,whowas
inSirsatomeethisbrotherJagjitSinghMalik,
whowasthecoachatthenursery.

“Shewas too good for her age. She had
this natural speed, she was definitely the

quickest inher age group.What excitedme
themostwasher ability todribble. Shewas
notonlyathleticbutsheusedtotrydifferent
thingswith her hockey stick.With the help
ofmybrother, I got in touchwithher father
andshecametoHissar,” saidMalik.

“I toldhimthatheraccommodationwill
betakencareof.Thenonlyherfatheragreed.
One of my friend, who is an SDO in Hisar,
(KaramPalSindhu),heoncesawherplaying
andwhilehavinganormaldiscussion, I told
himaboutherfinancialsituation.Heimme-
diatelysaidIwillsponsorher.Heboughther
shoes,hockeysticks,andothertrainingkits,”
saidSingh.

Besides financial issues and the home-
sickness, Annu also had to face unrelenting
interferenceofpeskyneighboursandsnoopy
relatives.

“My father took a stand. You know the
mentalitybuthewashellbentthatIwillplay
hockeyandhenevergaveuponme.Iwillal-
waysbegrateful,” shesays.

AfterherstellarperformanceintheJunior
AsiaCup,Annuhasgiftedherparentssmart-
phonesasshedoesn’twantthemtomissher
intheWomen’sJuniorWorldCuptobeheld
in Santiago, Chile from November 29 to
December10.

HowRani Rampal’s stories prompted Annu to chase her dream

EVENTHOUGHtheInternational
BoxingAssociationhasbeensus-
pended, thesport'splaceontheros-
ter for the2024and2028Olympics
seemssecure. IOCpresidentThomas
Bachindicatedthathisorganisation
will conduct theeventatnextyear's
ParisGames, just like itdid inTokyo
twoyearsago. “Wedonothavea
problemwithboxing,wedonothave
aproblemwithboxers,”hetoldan
extraordinary IOCsession. “Onthe
contrary,weappreciate theboxers
for livingthevaluesof their sport."

Thequalificationprocess for
Paris is alreadyunderway,with the
ongoingEuropeanGamesservingas
oneof theevents. For Indians, the
AsianGameswill be the first chance
tosealOlympicberths.

Boxing’splace
securefor2024,
2028Olympics

Annuwas India’s topscorerat the
recently-concludedJuniorAsiaCup.

Bengaluru: India head coach Igor
Stimacdefendedhisactionsduringthe
team's4-0winoverPakistaninitsSAFF
Championshipopener,sayinghe"will
do it again" to protect his players
against"unjustifieddecisions".Stimac
wasshownaredcardfor interrupting
with the actions of an opposition
player deliberately at the Sree
Kanteerava StadiumonWednesday.
"Footballisallaboutpassion,especially
whenyoudefend the colours of your
country.Youcanhateorlovemeformy
actions yesterday, but I amawarrior
and Iwill do it againwhenneeded to
protect our boys on the pitch against
unjustifieddecisions,"Stimactweeted.

Stimac defends actions
that led to red card
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